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02 DIET AND DISEASE IN INFANCY

occurs, of course, only when food is not withheld. Diacetic
acid and acetone may be found in severe cases.

(7) Local or general convulsions are occasional symptoms.

Such are the more striking of the symptoms which accompany
alimentary intoxication, and which serve to mark off the
severe and intensely fatal cases of diarrhcea and vomiting
which, although they occur occasionally at all times in the
year, are especially common and of especial severity in periods

FiG. 6 shows in an infant of ten months the partial coma and immobility
of limbs characteristic of intoxication. The child could be easily roused,
when the stupor disappeared, giving place to fretfulness and restlessness.
Death occurred on the next day.

of great heat and humidity among children living in crowded
and insanitary homes.

Clinically the cases may be divided into three groups :

(@) A group to which the name * Cholera Infantum™ has
been given. The group is characterized by the persistence
of the diarrhecea and vomiting throughout. The symptoms
of intoxication are added to but do not replace the symptoms
of the preceding and underlying alimentary dyspepsia.

() A group in which the cerebral symptoms of coma and
somnolence are most marked, The resemblance to the
symptoms of meningitis may be very close. In these cases
the diarrhcea and vomiting may cease for some time before
death. Convulsions and rigidity may be terminal symptoms.





































































































































































































































































THE EXUDATIVE DIATHESIS 179

THE TREATMENT OF THE EXUDATIVE
DIATHESIS

According to Czerny the symptoms of the exudative diathesis
must be attacked both locally, by measures to relieve the

Fi6. 13 shows the plump, rounded limbs and prominent, pigmented abdomen
often seen in children with the Exudative Diathesis. The remaining features
as in Fig. 11, Portrait of C. E., aged five.
local manifestation, and generally, by endeavouring to combat
the underlying predisposition,

Although heredity, diet, and a faulty hygiene all play a part






































































































