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14 THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED

the docile or hostile dispositions which imbeciles have assumed
in relation to us and we have tried to discover if their dispositions
bear any relation to their intellectual levels. Are the rebellious
ones the idiots and the docile ones the imbeciles? Or again are
there more rebellious ones among the idiots, and more docile
ones among the imbeciles? We do not think so. We shall show
by some very clear examples that both these forms of character
are to be found in all the degrees of deficiency.

FIG. 1. VOUZIN, IDIOT, TWENTY YEARS OLD, MUTE FROM LACK OF IM-
TELLIGENCE; HE 12 BELOW THE LEVEL OF A CHILD OF TWO YEARS,

THeE CHARACTER OF IpioTs

Let us start at once with illustrations, or rather let us sketch
a portrait.

Vouzin iz a young man of twenty-seven years, whose external
appearance 1s not marred by any apparent physical stigmata.
He is small; his face is beardless, child-like, without a wrinkle;
the expression is sweet and at first sight does not seem abnormal.






16 THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED

he allows to hang awkwardly at his side; if food is offered, he
thrusts his mouth forward to seize it reminding one of an animal.

Figure 2 represents him in one of these attitudes. Vouzin did
not take this pose in response to a eommand, but spontaneously.
Furthermore, he does not understand a verbal order so compli-
cated as this. His prehension is extremely defective; if an object
is presented to him, he holds it in his hand; if a second is offered

T - : »
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' FIG. 2. ONE PRESENTS A BISCUIT TO THE IDIOT VOUZIN, WHO INSTEAD OF
'AKING IT WITH HIS HAND, PUTS FORWARD HIS MOUTH AND TAKES IT ANI-
MAL FASHION.

he takes it without letting go the first. A third object is received
in the same way and so on and on, without his ever having the
idea of ridding himself of them by depositing the objects on a
table.

Vouzin is obedient. If an order is given him by gestures, he
ean execute it. When he is seated, he understands the gesture
which orders him to stand up; when he is standing if we show him
a chair and invite him to be seated, he understands and seats



CHARACTER OF IDIOTS 17

himself abruptly, folding his legs under the chair with an awk-
'W[ll'l_l movement.

If Vouzin's cap is taken off his head and he is told to go and
hunt it, he does so without remonstrance, finds his cap and puts
it on his head. We repeat the same play a dozen times. In
the end, Vouzin shows a timid resistance; he leans his head away
from us to save his cap; but he does not defend himself with his

FIG. 3. CRETIN, YOUNG IMBECILE OF MIDDLE GRADE, OF SEEVENTEEN
YEARS. SHE CAN TELL HER NAME, SEX, POINT TO HER NOSE, BUT CANNOT
COMPARE TWO WEIGHTS, COPY A SQUARE NOR COUNT FOUR SOUS. CHAR-
ACTER REBELLIOUS. INTELLECTUAL LEVEL FOUR YEARS,

hands nor does he get up to go away from us. If his eap is hid-
den before his eyes under a pile of books, he will go and get it.
We placed his eap upon the horizontal bar of a measuring rod.
He refused to go and take it and shook his head as a sign of ne-
gation. Was he afraid? It is possible. In any case, at last
he rebelled. But he is far from rebellious in the same way as
little M , a turbulent young idiot, six years of age whom a






















24 THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED

trust, and does not abandon herself to her habitual foolish laughter
hefore them even when encouraged to do so.

Victor, a ‘iddle grade imbecile of fifty, has more gravity,
especially in the beginning, but is equally docile. Little by lit-
tle he grew familiar with us, to the point of losing his sense of
pl'upriei;-;; at the end of the second interview, seeing that one
of us asked him difficult questions, he addressed his questioner

FIG. 8. DENISE MIMICKING. SHE IMITATES, WHILE LAUGHING, ALL THE
GESTURES THAT ONE MAKES IN FRONT OF HER.

in these terms, “toi ficelle” and seeing that we laughed he ac-
quired the habit of this familiarity. Another time we asked him
to notice and afterwards to recount all that we had done before
him. This game amused him; on seeing us take from the table
an object which we ostentatiously put in our pocket, he sprang
forward seizing our arm and crying, “T"ai vu, ficelle, . . . .
Toute au clou,” and similar expressions. In spite of these tran-
sient familiarities he remains always respeetful and perfectly
willing to try our experiments.




























































































































































76 THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED

sister is now getting a divoree from her husband. It is easy
to understand how it happened. Albert up to that time had
been kept by his family. Dissension had arisen, pecuniary
difficulties followed, and the imbecile could no longer remain
in their charge,

FIG. 15. ALBERT. HIGH GRADE IMBECILE, TWENTY-8IX YEARS OLD.
MENTAL LEVEL OF CHILD OF SEVEN.

). What was yvour trade?

A, My trade was to work in the market in the morning. I loaded the
WAZONS.

2. Were you strong?

A. Very strong.

. How muech did you make at the market?

A. Twenty sous a day and the customers gave me tips.

). How much money did vou get for tips?

A, Fourteen sous.















































































































SUGGESTIBILITY 113

the presence of some high personage on a tour who visits a hospi-
tal and addresses a few kindly words to a workman. That would
take place about as Alfred imagines and it is curious that the
whole of such a conversation could have been carried on by an
imbecile.

In order not to lose this scene, we photographed Albert and
the General together. Then, as the presence of the General

FIG. 18. THE BCENE OF ALBERT WITH THE GENERAL. THE PICIURE WAS
TAKEN AFTER SAYING TO ALBERT: “THE GENERAL IS SEATED IN THAT
CHAIR. SIT DOWN BESIDE HIM AND WE WILL TAKE YOUR PICTURES TO-
GETHER."
might become burdensome, we made him leave and Albert,
at our request, accompanied him to the door, howing as he left.

In order to know if the memory of this hallucination (admit-
ting that it was one) persisted or if all was forgotten, we ques-
tioned Albert twentv-one days after it happened. He remembered
everything and seemed convineced of the reality of what was
suggested to him.

































































































































































































































































































































































































































250 THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED

Here at last is the exact count. So she knows how fo count
but she is not able to grasp the idea that she must do it. This
instructive scene ends by the following remarks from the patient.

“My husband, he says, vou ought to go to school. Very well, I am
very sorry because I shall never get away. (She weeps.) So it was the
doctor who said T must go away from home. I did not know that it was
here.”

FIG. 20. MLLE. PHILIPPON; GENERAL PARALYTIC; INTELLECTUAL LEVEL
OF NINE YEARE: NOTE THE SMILE OF SATISFACTION AND DISARRANGED
TOILET.

Here 1s another very typical example of the difficulty in under-
standing. We wish to have some one repeat numbers in a de-
scending order; for example to start at 20 and recite the lower
ones 19, 18, 17 to 0. For a normal this explanation would be
sufficient; as soon as our brief instructions were given he would








































































274 THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED

over it brilliantly. It is the same for their disturbances of articu-
lation. Give them a word difficult to pronounece, they fail; then
at a moment when one expeects it least they pronounce it without
difficulty. From this come many surprises. We wish to demon-
strate that a certain general paralytic always errs in counting
money. He is asked to ecount twenty sous, and this time he does
s0 correctly, without a single mistake. This is quite embarrass-
ing for a demonstration. In a general way one can hardly foresee
how such a one is going to conduet himself.

FIG. 22, MME. 80LAS. GENERAL PARALYTIC.

The second distinetive sign between the mentality of an imbecile
and that of a general paralytie is furnished by the consideration of
the intelleetual level. It is in fact by relation to their level that
one must judge of the importance of the phenomena of deficiency
which they present. The errors committed by an imbecile are not
surprising since his intelligence is so limited. On the contrary the








































































208 THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED

Her conversation when followed for some fime astonishes us.
We commence, according to our custom, by giving general ques-
tions; we ask her age, her profession, her family, her past life.
It is impossible to obtain a single precise reply or any trustworthy
information. Facts that are of prime importance she declares
she does not remember; for others her explanations are not at
all clear, they are even contradictory. Let us see.

FIG. 2. MME. MACOLARD, SENILE DEMENT, PRESENTS HERSELF WITH AN
AIR OF GREAT DIGNITY.

2. What is your name?

A. I am called Mme. Macolard.

). What is your age?

A. Oh! monsieur, I am not young
). But what is your age?

A. Seventy-two or seventy-five years.
(). Are you from Paris?

A. Ah! no, I am from Clermont.

oh! no!





























































318 THE INTELLIGENCE OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED

to make them weep. We recall a woman with the level of nine
years to whom we said, by way of experiment, that they never
gave the patients anything to eat at the hospital which she had
just entered. Immediately she burst into tears like a child. It
proved to be also the grief of a child which did not last long and

which was easily consoled. Inside of three minutes we took the

FIG. 4. MME. POIRE: GENERAL PARALYTIC; INTELLECTUAL LEVEL OF
NINE YEARS. WE HAVE JUST ANNOUNCED TO HER THAT AT THE HOSPITAL
THEY MEVER EAT. THE FATIENT AT THIS NEWS BEGINE TO CRY.

two photographs with contrary expressions. The emotions of
these patients seem to us to lack continuity; they ean be intense
but they do not last long. Moreover they are incongruous and
are often followed by states which are quite incompatible with
them. We have seen an example of this in Ramonot, who said
to us all in the same minute when we were conjecturing a cer-
tain event, sad for her, “I would weep,” then “I would laugh.”
In a word it is only the simplest, the most rudimentary feelings

























































