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THREE YEARS 191

One would suppose the development of this fundamental proc-
ess of identification might take place in many different ways,
In reality it takes place by simple addition, i.e., the number of
objects identified increases. For each picture, two, three or four
objects are designated instead of one. When there are several
identifications, another question arises, that of order. Aeccord-
ing to our observations a child looking at our three pictures singles
out people first, but there are exceptions to this rule, for sometimes
an inanimate object is named first, Thus, for the third picture:

FIG. 2

“Two tables, a chair, a bed, a man.” For the second picture:
“a man, a woman, a bench.” For the first: “a cart, a man, a
pail, a basket.” At times, through suggestion, s curious mistake
arises in the examination of the first picture. Looking at the
cart the child says, “a cart, a horse.”

There is a third stage rather superior to the preceding: the
names are no longer given separately, but are conneeted in a very
elementary manner with the conjunctions and, with, and then,
e.g., “a man and a woman” “a cart and then a man” “a man with
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a woman,” ete. QOccasionally with rather old but backward
children, wé meet with a type of answer by enumeration, which
presents very special characteristics. The enumeration persists
but a great number of objects are designated, whereas, on the
contrary, the enumeration of a very young normal child is very
brief. This difference is easily explained. A backward child, 11

Fl(z. 3

vears old, who has only the intellectual level of a child of 6 or 7
years, has, nevertheless, the advantage over the latter of a larger
experience; having lived longer, he has at his command a more
extensive vocabulary. For example: Mad ——, a boy ten and a
half years, who has the intellectual level of a child of seven years
(we shall explain later how we are able to determine the intellectual
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