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COUNCIL REPORTS 31

It is stated to be a “vegetable antipyretic;” that it “reduces
temperature without heart depression,” and physicians are
warned to “avoid acetanilid poisoning and danger from other
coal-tar antipyreties.”

While the “formula” and the statement just quoted are
sufficient evidence of the fraudulent character of the produet,
yet an abstract of the reports of the chemists who analyzed
it is given to further demonstrate its character.

Taking the average of the reports of analyses, Labordine
contains:
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The report of analysis only makes apparent that Labordine
is not what it is claimed to be. While it is claimed to con-
tain 23.25 per cent. saccharine, this substance was not present,
or mere traces only. While, in a disguised way, it is stated
to contain 15.125 per cent. acetanilid, it contained nearly 40
per cent.

The alleged constituents are explained in the comments sub-
stantially as follows: “Apium Graveolens (true active prin-
ciple) ‘Process-Laborde,”” is probably powdered celery seed.
One chemist finds it has the characteristic odor of celery and
microscopically the characteristic structure of seeds in gen-
eral. If celery seed has an active principle it has never been
isolated and nothing is known as regards its therapeutic
value. “Gaultheria Fragrantissima (irue active principle)
‘Process-Laborde’ ” is probably ordinary salicylic acid. One
analysis showed salicylic acid to be present to the amount of
about 7 per cent. Whether salicylie acid could be considered




































COUNCIL REPORTS 43

The folly of preseribing “original packages” which contain
popular literature has been so often emphasized that further
comment seems superfluous, but the following from “Catarrh”
throws an interesting sidelight on the scientific status of
Hance Bros. & White: “Catarrh is due to a minute inseet in
the inner lining membrane of the nose. This insect multiplies
rapidly, and, unless checked and destroyed, will produce the
worst results.” The folder of Phenol Sodique is also evi-
dently intended for the lay publiec rather than for physicians;
at least, if we are to credit Hance Bros. & White with any
intelligence whatsoever. It is headed: “Montyon Prize of
Encouragement, Awarded by the Institute of France, 1861.”
This is rather ancient, but what follows indicates that a little
restraint would have been better than encouragement. The
circular is a compact treatise on self-medication—apparently
all that is necessary to retain or regain health is the use of
phenol sodique, externally and internally. The fulluwing con-
ditions are among those specifically named as amenable to
this remedy: Smallpox, measles, scarlatina, erysipelas, puer-
peral fever, typhoid fever, cholera, diarrhea, eramps, burns
and sealds, bites, euts and wounds, excoriations, chilblains,
chaps, sore throat, scratches, catarrh, tetfer, sunburn, swollen
veins, uleers, hemorrhages, bruises, piles, gangrene, carbuncle,
itching, insect stings, ivy poison, cold in the head, bunions,
inflamed eyes, eczema, ringworm, rheumatism, pains, tooth-
ache, seat worms, ete.—besides numerous diseases of animals.
No antiseptic, whatever its composition, could by any possi-
bility accomplish anything like what is claimed for phenol
sodique, so that the composition of the article is really of lit-
tle importance. This is evidently appreciated by the manu-
facturers, for they have kept the composition a profound
secret, except in so far as it is implied in the name. An
inquiry adressed to Hance Bros. & White under date of April
27, 190/, six months ago, has remained unanswered. The
Council, therefore, directed an analysis of phenol sodique.
This was carried out at the chemical laboratory of the Ameri-
can Medical Association, and a check analysis was made by
an independent firm of chemists.

The analyses show that phenol sodique contains something
like 0.5 or 0.66 per cent. of phenols dissolved in about 0.75
per cent. of sodium hydroxid. In other words, it appears to
be essentially a very dilute alkaline solution of some impure
coal-tar produet, presumably of ecrude ecarbolic acid. The
analysis could not profitably be carried further because the
amount of antiseptic agent is so very small. The considera-
tion of this analysis, in connection with the claim made for
phenol sodique, leaves little doubt as to one reason for the
secrecy concerning its composition; although no educated
physician could be deceived into believing for a moment that
phenol sodique could fulfill the promises of its promoters,
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MISCELLANY 227

firms they represent as agents; and as counsel for the
above firm I wish to warn you against the publication by
the American Medical Association or the Council on Chem-
istry and Pharmacy of any false or inaccurate statements
relating to the articles for which Messrs. E. Fougera &
Co. are the selling agents. Yours truly,

W. J. Morgrisox, JR.

Santal Midy is one of the preparations which Fougera & Co., are
advertising to the public. This advertisement is from the Chicago
American of Sunday, Feb. 11, 1906. Gonorrhea cured in two days!
And this is an “ethical proprietary” advertised in reputable medical
journmals! ! ! ;

It is a pleasure to give publicity to the above letter, that
our readers may know the attitude taken by E. Fougera & Co.
toward the work of the American Medical Association through
its Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry. Since a number of
the products for which this firm is the selling agent are
already advertised directly to the laity, this action iz not to
be wondered at. We wish to state again that the annual to be
known as ““New and Nonofficial Remedies” is presumed to con-












































































































































































































