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i AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT

THE SECTOR

Agriculture, natural resources and the environment form the bases of very many industries.
Thus the activities in this Panel’s remit contribute widely to the UR’s prosperity and quality
of life. The components of the ANRE sector are themselves interlinked. For example,
environmental developments are central to the future effectiveness of agriculoure and the use
of natural resourees, both manne and terreserial, as well as other industries.

THE FUTURE

The sector is one in which change will be strongly driven by legislation, both national and
international, promoting the liberalisation of world wrade and the protection of the
environment. Continuing moves towards the liberalisation of trade will mean that UK
agriculture will be inercasingly influenced by food imports from ever-widening geographical
sources. UK farmers will concentrate on production in which they have the greatest
competitive advantage. Farm activity and rural land use, however, will become increasingly
diversified - including non-food farms with new crops grown for industrial purposes, or
tarms with big recreational and conservation activitics. All economic and leisure activities
will be affected by legislation promoting pollution control and sustainable use of the
environment. This, in turm, will lead o continuing growth in what has already beeome a
new ‘environment industry” ranging from treamment plants and clean processing
technologies to environmental monitoring and research and consultancy. Environmental
;mHL‘y will continue to be a hig driver for reusable, n:-t“.‘:n:l.‘nh]c and other novel materials and

products, efficient energy plants and vehicles.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

The Panel has recommended extra investment in key areas amongst the many within its

remit, including the following:

*  Animal, microbial and plant biotechnology and cognate sciences to underpin
new products and processes in a wide range of activities, e.g. aquaculture and
pharmaceuticals.

*  Integrated ecosystem management for terrestrial, aquatic, coastal and oceanie

SYSICIMS.

* Alternative energy sources.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PRIORITIES

The Panel has identified many high prioriry areas which include the examples given above
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*  Environmental research programmes cncompassing modelling, monitoring
and forecasting, environmental risk assessment, and processes of environmental
change.
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