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THE SECTOR

There is a strong interaction between the industry and its scientific/academic base which has
led to a steady flow of innovative products and processes to meet the existing and future
needs of society. The chemical industry underpins the majority of other sectors of the
economy, sales account for 2.2% of GDP and contribute 2 surplus of around £4 billions
annually to the balance of trade. There are 3,600 business units in the chemicals sector,
employing nearly 300,000 people (with indirect employment accounting for almost as many
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THE FUTURE

The future of the sector will be based on growth from the established community strengths,
with research and innovation providing cleaner and more efficient processes, and higher
added-value pr wlucts. Increasing i:||l:1:r¢.|i5.1.'i|1-|i|1:trit}r. combined with h'igh quq]'it‘y basic and
applied research will benefit exasting industry and generate new avenues of opportunity,

increasingly on a global scale.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The key recommendations comprise 5 technical and 4 infrastrucoural areas.

The technical areas are:

* A MNew Instnite for Applied Catalysis - multdisciplinary and industrially focused
*  Chemical Engincering - increase multidisciplinarity and discipline support

*  Sensors & Measurement - support work on robust sensors for control of processes
+  Matenials/Polymers - synthesis, processing and property/structure relationship

*  Biochemical Technology - foster interaction of chemistry/biology:

The infrastructural areas are;

*  Maintenance of excellence in leading edge disciplines - maintain the depth and the

breadth of basic research in addition to key recommendations

*  Education and Training - provision of technically competent trained manpower at

W Ei_'.,....;-'.'_, - all levels
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[ *  Image of chemical industry - coordination of existing initiatives and focus on
schools
_-}_:. ! *  Networking - focus on technology diffusion and SME involvement.

TEcHNoLoGY Foresight

22501158742










