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What the Government want to achieve
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Aim (i) : Young People - To help young people resist drug misuse in

to achieve their full potential in society
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UK Aim (iii) : Treatment - To enable people with drug problems to
overcome them and live healthy and crime-free lives

UK Key Objective : Increase participation of problem drug misusers, including prisoners, in
drug treatment programmes which have a positive impact on health
and crime.

Scotland’s Objectives

Reduce the health risks to individuals and communities from drug misuse, and reduce related infectious diseases.
Increase the number of drug misusers becoming and remaining drug free, and promote their inclusion in society.
Reduce the incidence of injecting, sharing and polydrug misuse among drug misusers.

Reduce the number of drug related deaths.

Increase the proportion of drug misusers in contact with services, including those in prison, through the development of
good, accessible, responsive and effective services.

Reduce the numbers of drug misusers who have no quick access to appropriate treatment.

Scotland’s Action Priorities

Provide effective shared care arrangements and integrated drug misuse services, to include substitute prescribing of oral
methadone, with proper project management linking together a comprehensive range of services and taking into account
the views of users.

Improve the range and quality of drug services for young people, particularly under 16s, and including, where
appropriate, integrated services to assist early intervention with young misusers, particularly those with serious and
sustained drug misuse problems.

Support problem drug misusers in reviewing and changing their behaviour towards maore positive lifestyles - linking them
to appropriate accommodation, education and employment services.

Provide a range of services to meet the assessed needs of drug misusers and their families, including improved and
appropriately targeted services for women.

Extend and develop detached and outreach work to help services make contact with people at an early stage in their
drug misuse, taking account of young peoples’ views, and improve prevention work aimed at vulnerable young people.
Consider measures in place locally to prevent the spread of hepatitis C among drug injectors and prepare an agreed action
plan embracing prevention, education and treatment, with the provision of needle exchanges and appropriately targeted
information a central feature. Maintain efforts to contain the spread of HIV and hepatitis B viruses.

Provide appropriate treatment for substance misuse withdrawal to all dependent drug misusers on their admission to
hospital as an in-patient or when detained in prison (including treatment of withdrawal symptoms to improve retention
in treatment programmes).

Improve services to people with dual diagnosis of substance misuse and mental health problems, including an integrated
psychiatric service for patients at serious risk of chronic self harm who also have a co-existing drug problem.

Ensure that throughcare and aftercare arrangements for drug misusing prisoners are coherent, focused and tied in with
community provision. |
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