Health research 2000 : the program of the German Federal Government.

Contributors

Germany. Bundesministerium fur Forschung und Technologie.

Publication/Creation

Bonn : German Federal Ministry for Research and Technology, 1994.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/f774cpqj

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under an Open Government
license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/

Health Research 2000

The Program of the German Federal Government

\- [ . E

.:'u.iﬁ ."IH ) . - . .
'J'._;;_,:**Jg__,: ¥  German Federal Ministry for Research and

RA Fechnology (BMFT)


















































































Political and ethical responsibility imposes limits, where not everything that
appears scientifically and technically feasible can be and is allowed to be inve-
stigated and tested. However, ethical limits are not only imposed by means of
legislative measures; they also result from conventions generally accepted by
scientists and in the society at large, which take medically responsible action as
their model. It is also one of the tasks of Health Research 2000 to take up que-
stions of biomedical ethics in conjunction with, and in anticipation of scientific
activities.

3. Health Research 2000: Future Perspectives

It follows from the preceding sections that public health (in the sense of health
sciences related to health problems and the health-care needs of the population,
including health-system research) and clinical research together represent the
general direction that the Federal Program continues to take. It is one of the main
goals of the program to help eliminate structural weak points in Germany health
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Clinical Examination and Evaluation of the Products and Procedures
Developed by Medical Technology

Funding for the development of new apparatus and procedures in the field of
medical technology has been part of the Federal Program from its outset. It focu-
sed on those areas in which there was special interest for reasons of health policy
or in which overly high market risks thwarted the potential for independent and
sufficiently rapid commitment on the part of industry to product development. It
turned out, for example, that technology for the handicapped. which in the mean-
time has become crucial for those affected, required certain initiatory incentives.

The evaluation of procedures developed by medical technology according to
clinical or health-economic criteria has been an important topic of the Federal
Program for years. Examples include validating studies of procedures for early
cancer detection, studies of the use of magnetic resonance imaging and other
imaging procedures, and studies of implantation safety and the long-term stabi-
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1.2.1 Immunity and Defense

The immune system protects humans from disease-producing microorganisms,
contaminants, and dysfunctions of their own organisms. Disorders and malfunc-
tions of the immune system seriously damage health and play a role both in trig-
gering infectious diseases and allergies and in the development of cancer and
rheumatic diseases. Immunological research investigates these interactions,
which also involve functional interconnections among the components of the
immune system. Internationally, there has been an explosion in immunological
research, and German scientists have played an important part in it. As currently
understood, immunology is practically unique as a field of study, encompassing
as it does almost all the disciplines of the life sciences. In Germany, thanks to the
intensive support of research funding, it has reached an internationally competi-
tive level of performance. It might be possible to convert the research findings
of molecular biology into successful forms of somatic genetic therapy. The first
practical experiences in this field have been encouraging. In the coming years, it
will be crucial to create stronger links between these disciplines, which are

Lung alveole with macrophage and type II pneumocyte, rat, scanning electron microscope picture,
magnification: 18000 x
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primarily focused on basic research, and related clinical disciplines and epide-
miology.

Computer model of the structure of the anti-cancer drug Cyclophosphamide, which is widely used
in cancer therapy
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A cure for AIDS remains to be found: electron microscopic picture of the AIDS virus.
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