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BLOOD TRANSFUSION
IN DESERT WARFARE

Broétélcast from the Front Line during the Battle of Alamein
By Godfrey Talbot
(B.B.C. Observer with the 8th Army).

e I've%just come out of a dressing station. It’s partly dug in underground.

There’s been a raid just now. The doctors are doing wonderful work in
these places. In one tiny underground cave in the sandy rock there were
four men having blood transfusions . . . it’s one of the many places where
this is being done at various parts of the desert front.

“It’s no exaggeration to say that blood transfusion on a big scale is one of the
 biggest and finest medical service developments in thiswar. It’sa thoroughly well-
organized business, and it’s saving very many lives on the battlefield itself, as
wellasat base hospitals—lives which would have been lost from loss of blood.
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MUEHERE TOLURS BLOOD ~GOES

& ; P
I ICELAND & FAROE ISLES 5 MALTA 9 MADAGASCAR & MAURITIUS
2 NORTH AFRICA & GIBRALTAR 6 IRAN & IRAQ 10 EAST AFRICA
3 MIDDLE EAST & EGYPT 7 ADEN Il WEST INDIES
4 PALESTINE & CYPRUS 8 INDIA 12 WEST AFRICA & ST. HELENA



(BRITISH OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH : CROWN COPYRIGHT. )

PLATE 2: WOUNDED MAN BEING TRANSFERRED FROM TANK TO AMBULANCE WHICH WILL
TAKE HIM TO A CASUALTY CLEARING STATION.



(BRITISH OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH BY RADIO FROM CAIRO : CROWN COPYRIGHT.)

PLATE 3: DESPATCH RIDER COLLECTING PLASMA (DRIED BLOOD FLUID) FROM ADVANCED
BLOOD BANK CLOSE TO THE FRONT LINE. THIS PLASMA WILL BE USED AT THE

CASUALTY CLEARING STATION.



PLATE 4

{WAR OFFICE PHOTOGRAPH : CROWN COPYRIGHT.)

A TRANSFUSION IN PROGRESS AT A CASUALTY CLEARING STAT!ON. THIS TRANS-
FUSION SAVED THE LIFE OF A BRITISH SOLDIER WHO WAS SER!OUSLY WOUNDED
IN THE TANK BATTLE WITH ROMMEL’S AFRIKA KORPS.
















