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ARMS OF THE BOROUGH OF DARTFORD.

OFFICIAL BLAZON.

ARMS.—Gules on a fesse argent between in chief a jester’s head habited in
a fool’s cap couped at the neck or, between two bezants each charged
with an ear of wﬁeeat proper and in base an anvil of the third, a barrulet
Wavy azure.

SUPPORTERS.—On the dexter side, a Hermit, holding in the exterior hand a
staff, and on the sinister side a Prioress holding in the exterior a pastoral

staff proper.
MOTTO.—* Tenax et Fidelis.”









THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR.
ALDERMAN SIR PERCY W. GREENAWAY.
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LADY GREENAWAY.
Tue Lapy Mavoress or Lowbox.

7



Mr. Aroerman A. J. PENNEY, ].P.

Tue Cuarrer Mavor.
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Mzs. A, ]. PENNEY.
Toe Cuarter Mavorgss.

)



Mze. Counciror ALEC WEBB, ].P,
‘Tue Derury CuarRTER MaAvor.
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Mpers. ALEC WEBB.
Tue Depvry CHarTER Mavoress,
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W. F. BLAY, Esg., C.C.,
CHAIRMAN OF THE INcorroraTiON CoMMITTEE.
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Mz. ]J. JAMES HURTLEY.
Tue Cuarter Towns Crerk.
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THE MOST HON. THE MARQUIS CAMDEN.
LORD LIEUTENANT OF KENT,
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Dr. T. FARTHING, w8,

T. E. TIFFIN, Es0., A.M.1.G.E;
Medical Officer of Health.

Engineer and Surveyor.

L. A. DENYER, Esg.,
Treasurer.

F. H. EDWARDS, Esg., M.LE.E., E. WOOD, Esg.,
Electrical Engineer. . Librarian.



Charter of Incorporation.

W) EORGE THE FIFTH, by the Grace of God,

5L of Great  Britain, Ireland and the British
: Dominions  beyond the Seas, King, Defender
of the Faith, Emperor of India ;

1o all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting !

by

WHEREAS #be Dartford Urban District Council and certain Inbabitant
householders of the Urban District of Daritford, in the County of Kent, being
members thereof, did, in the month of March, One thousand nine bundred and
thirty and the month of March, One thousand nine bundred and

twenty-seven respectively petition Us for the Grant of a Charter of Incor-
poration :

AND WHEREAS sueh Petitions were referred by Us to a Committee
of Our Privy Council and one month at least before the same was taken into
consideration by the said Commitiee notice thereof and of the time when the
Same was to be taken into consideration was duly published in the < London
Gagette > and otherwise as directed by the Committee :

AND WHEREAS pursuant to Secrion 56 of the Local Government Act,
1888, natice of the said Petition was given to the County Council of the
Administrative County of Kent, and was also sent to the Minister of Health,
and Our Privy Council bave considered such representations as were made b

the said County Comncil and the Minister of Health together with the Petitions
for such Charter :

AND WHEREAS Owr Privy Council have recommended Us to grant a
Charter of Incorporation to the Inbabitants of the said Urban District of
Dartford :

WE, THEREFORE, a5 well by virtue of Onr Royal Prerogative, as in
pursuance of and in accordance with the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, or
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any other Act or Acts, and of all powers and authorities, enabling Us in this
behalf, by and with the advice of Our Privy Council do hereby grant, order
and declare as follows :—

1.—7The District comprised within the limits Iﬁ}faﬁb in Part T zf the
First Schedule to these Presents is hereby created a Municipal Borough by the
name of the < Borough of Dartford.” '

o.—The Inkabitants of the said District comprised within the said limits
and their successors shall be and are hereby declared to be one Body Politic
and Corporate by the name of < The Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of
the Borough of Dartford” with perpetual succession and a Common Seal,
and may assume Armorial bearings (which shall be duly enrolled in_the
Heralds College) and may take and hold any lands, tenements and bere
ditaments warf may be vested in them by any Scheme made under Part XI.
of the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, and such other lands, tenenents
and hereditaments as well without as within the Borough as may be necessary
for the site of the buildings and premises required for the official purposes
of the Corporation, and other the purposes of the Municipal Corporations
Acts, provided that such last mentioned lands, tenements and bereditaments
shall not exceed in the whole in value £10,000 by the year according fo the
values of the same at the time or times when they shall be respectively taken
or acquired.

3.—The Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the said Borough shall
bave the powers, awthorities, immmmities and privileges wsually vested b
law in the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of a Municipal Borough, and 1
provisions of the Municipal Corporations Acts shall extend o the said
Borongh and the Inhabitants thereof incorporated by this Our Charter.

4.—The number of the Comncillors of the Borough shall be eighteen.

5.—7The Borough shall be divided into six Wards with the nanies, metes
and bounds specified in Part I1. of the First Schedule to these Presents.

6.—FEach of the Wards shall elect three Comncillors.

7.—For the purpose of making the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882,
applicable in the case of the first constitution of the Borough, and for the
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purpose of bringing into full existence and activity the said Corporation
and Borongh, and completely carrying into effect the Incorporation by these
Presents intended, and for all the necessary purposes for which We may
lawfully make provision, We do bereby, so far only as regards the Register
containing the names of the Local Government Electors for the Borough
prepared in the present year, the first election of Mayor, Aldermen and
Conncillors, and first appointment of Town Clerk and Treasurer for the
said Borough, and the matiers comnected therewith, fix and order direct and
declare as follows :—

(x) In the preparation of the Register of Electors in the year 1933, in
pursuance of the Representfation of the People Acts, so far as relates
to areas included in the said Borough, it shall be competent to the
Registration Officer to frame the Register in separate parts for each
area which will become a registration unit as a consequence of the
division by these Presents of the said Borough into Wards, and if the
said Register so far as it relates to Local Government Electors 15 not
so framed as to show the persons entitled to vote at an election to be
beld for any such Ward the said Registration Officer shall make such
alteration or re-arrangement of the said Register as may be necessary
for the purposes of such election.

(2) The Notice Board affixed near the outer door of the Council Offfices,
High Street, Dartford, shall be the place at which any list, notice

or document reguired fo be publicly exhibited, exposed or affixed is
fo be ajfixed.

(3) Both in relation to the matters aforesaid and also in relation to any
such election as aforesaid which it may be necessary to hold before
an election can be held wholly in accordance with the Municipal Cor-
porations Act, 1882, Jobn James Hurtley, of the Council Offices,
Dartford, Solicitor, Clerf to the Urban District Council of Dartford,
or in the case of bis death, inability, refusal, or default, Ernest Alec
Field, Assistant Clerk to the said Conncil, shall perform the duties
of Town Clerk, and further, the said Jobn [ames Hurtley or Ernest
Alec Field (as the case may be) shall be for all purposes whatsoever
Town Clerk of the said Borough and perform all duties which would
be performed by the Town Clerk, thereof under any law or statufe
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until a Town Clerk bas been duly appointed in accordance with the
Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, and Alfred Jobn Penney, of
« Homewood,” Miskin Road, Dartford, a Justice of the Peace for
the County of Kent, or in the case of his death, inability, refusal or
defanlt, Alec Webb, of *“ The Gables,”” Dariford Heath, Dartford,
a Justice of the Peace for the County of Kent, shall perform the duties
of the Mayor and Aldermen respectively as Returning Officer, and of
the Mayor as Summoner of the first meeting of the Council, and of
the Mayor or Chairman of the meeting for the election of the Mayor
and Aldermen, and the appointment of the Town Clerk and Treasurer,
and all the said persons shall be substituted in the Municipal Cor-
porations Act, 1882, for the said Town Clerk, Mayor, Aldermen
and Chairman respectively, so far as relafes to the malfers aforesaid
and the said persons shall have the like powers and perform the like
duties and be subject to the like obligations and penalties in all respects
as the officers or persons—whose duties they have under the directions
aforesaid Fo pﬂﬁr.w by law respectively have to perform and are
Subject fo.

(4) The first meeting of the Council of the Borongh shall be beld at noon
on the ninth day of November, One thousand nine bundred and thirty-
three.

(5) The first Councillors of the Borough shall be elected on the first da
of November, One thousand nine hundred and thirty-three, and i
first Mayor and Aldermen on the ninth day of November, One
thousand nine hundred and thirty-three.

(6) The years and days specified in the Second Schedule to these Presents
shall be the years and days for the retirement of the first Mayor,
Aldermen and Comncillors, who shall retire in the manner and at the
times therein designated.

(7) Subject to the provisions and directions of these Presents and the
Sfﬁﬁa’ﬂff.r thereto the provisions of the Mmnicipal Corporations Acl,
1882 (so far as unrepealed) and the Acts amending the same and the
existing law relating to the Registration of Local Government Electors
and to Electors and Elections in Municipal Boroughs, shall apply

20









DARTFORD PARISH CHURCH AND TOWN BRIDGE.

BOROUGH OF DARTFORD.

At HE granting of a Charter is an outstanding and important
)/ event in the history of a town, and provides yet another form
of local government for this ancient town of Dartford. A
Charter is a symbol of a procedure which has its roots in
antiquity and is associated with ceremonials and traditions
which are not merely superficial survivals of the past, but have a
® real value in marking the continuity of local government, and
fostering the ambitions of local authorities so as to develop their administration
that they may attain the status of a Chartered Borough.

Dartford has been created a Municipal Borough, and its inhabitants have been
formed into a new body, politic and corporate, by the name of the Mayor, Alder-
men and Burgesses of the Borough of Dartford, and the inhabitants of Dartford
are for the first time associated with the title of the Governing body.

With the opening of this new chapter in the history of the town, it will be
interesting to recall some of the forms of local government which did service, and
some of the historical and industrial associations connected with it
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PUBLIC LIBRARY.

For many centuries Dartford was a typical manor and parish with all the simple
occupations of farm life—a parish of slow, almost imperceptible, development.
It was already centuries old at the time of the Domesday Survey, and during the
Roman invasion the British leader Caswallon, in consequence of the defection of
some of his allies, was compelled to retreat to his town and fortress, (the remains
of which still exist about Dartford), in the centre of his own territories (the Cassii),
where he was followed by Caesar and defeated. The British town of Cassii can now
be traced extending into no less than five parishes, viz. :—Wilmington, Darenth,
Bexley, Sutton-at-Hone and North Cray.

In 1235 Isabella, sister of Henry III, an English Princess, was married in
Dartford to the Emperor Frederick II of Germany.

Rather more than a century later there were great happenings in the town
to celebrate the military victories of Edward III in France.

The success of his armies had stimulated Edward’s pious intentions, and he
resolved to found a religious house in Dartford, which he did in 1355, when he
founded a convent for Dominican nuns. Fragmentary remains of these buildings
—a gate-house and south wing—may still be seen a short distance north-west of
the railway station. They have now become the property of Messrs. J. & E, Hall,
Ltd.
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HESEETH PARK,

The Priory shared the common fate at the Dissolution, but its destruction was
probably gradual and due, ultimately, as much to seekers after cheap building
stone, as to the avaricious Henry. There are records of the King himself using
the buildings as a palace at the period when Anne of Cleves was his queen, and
in January 1540, Anne, on her journey from Deal to London for her wedding,
slept at the palace, i.e. the former Priory.

Queen Elizabeth also stayed at “ her own House at Dartford ” in 1551 and
1573, on her way from Cobham to her palace at Greenwich.

Dartford played an important part in English history in connection with
the Wat Tyler Rebellion of June, 1381. Tyler was a Dartford craftsman who had
served in the French wars, and the Kentish men made him the leader of whar has
been called “ The Peasant’s Revolt ” against unfair taxation. Tyler assembled
his forces at Dartford and marched to London to see the King, but though he was
successful in part, the rising resulted in his death, for he was slain by Walworth,
the Lord Mayor of London, himself a Dartford man.

During the reign of Mary Tudor, Dartford was one of the many places at
which martyrs suffered for conscience’ sake, and the stake was set up at Dartford
Brent, about three-quarters of a mile out of the town, along Watling Street,
Here, on 17th July, 1555, Christopher Wade was burnt as a heretic *“ mightily
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THE COUNTY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.

admonishing the people to beware of false doctrine,” as the flames attacked him.
The memory of Wade and other Kentish martyrs is preserved by a monument
erected in the old burial ground on East Hill, which was the site of an ancient
chapel of St. Edmund the Martyr, which had been of great repute as a place of
pilgrimage in pre-Reformation times.

No record of a town’s history can be complete without reference to its
Industries, and the story of the development of Dartford’s industries is peculiarly
interesting. Even in the Stone Age the district was a busy manufacturing and
agricultural area, where weapons and tools were made, and crops raised, and
throughout the centuries that have since passed it has never ceased to be prominent
in its service to the world in which it now holds a foremost place for the value of
its products to humanity. The pioneer of paper-making in England was Sir John
Spielman, whose monument may be seen in the old parish church.

Sir John was jeweller to Queen Elizabeth, but after experiments in paper
production during the second half of the sixteenth century, he established at
Dartford the first English paper mill to make “ whyte wrytynge ™ paper, and so
laid the foundations of an industry which has been closely identified with the
town ever since, and which, in its wider results, has proved one of the most potent
agencies in the spread of education and the conduct of modern life.
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DARTFORD GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

Almost at the same period another important industry had its birth, so far
as England was concerned, in Dartford, the process of rolling iron being intro-
duced by a Belgian named Godfrey Box, and it is significant that now, four hundred
years afterwards, a new Industry is established in Dartford which hitherto has been
regarded as a continental monopoly, viz.:—the manufacture of grease proof

paper.

Dartford comes prominently into the early history of the locomotive engine,
as the home during his latter years of Richard Trevithick, who, though less known
than George Stephenson, achieved world-wide distinction in the development of
the high pressure steam engine for many purposes, and foreshadowed many of the
uses to which it has been put. Trevithick died at Dartford in 1833, three years
after the opening of the second railway—that from Liverpool to Manchester—
and was buried in the East Hill Burial Ground.

Another pioneer connected with Dartford was Augustus Applegarth, the
inventor of the first rotary printing press and of a number of improvements in
colour printing and the manufacture of bank notes. He was a resident of Dartford
for many years, and died here in 1871.

It has been already said that Dartford was for many centuries a typical manor
and parish, and during those centuries it was, of course, subject to manorial and
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CENTRAL PARK.

parochial government, with its varying influences upon its progress.

But with the passing of years, the time came when more adequate and efficient
control became necessary for the local government of the town.

In June, 1814, an Act of Patliament was passed (54 Geo. III) entitled “ An
Act for Lighting, Watching and Imptroving the town of Dartford in the County
of Kent,” under which Commissioners were appointed to carry out the purposes
of the Act.

By the Public Health Act/1848, Dartford was constituted a local government
district in 1850, with a local board consisting of nine members.

In the year 1894, Dartford became an Urban District under the provisions of
the Local Government Act, 1894, and the number of members of the Council was
increased from nine to fifteen, by an Order of the Kent County Council.

The Charter creating Dartford a Municipal Borough, divides the district into
six wards to be named Priory Ward, Heath Ward, Highfield Ward, Town Wazd,
St. Alban’s Ward and Brent Ward, and each Ward will be represented on the
Borough Council by three Councillors, and in addition the Council will elect six
Aldermen, thus increasing the members of the Council from fifteen to twenty-
four.
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The growth and population and rateable value of Dartford has been gradual,
and there can be no doubt that with the electrification of railways and the increasing
ease of road transport, it will be greater and more rapid in the future. The 1931
census population was 28,871, and the Registrar General’s estimate of the present
- population is 29,2g0. The established population of the town within its official
__ or parish boundary is, however, by no means a true index of the size and importance

of the town, for it can be truly said that the Borough is the administrative centre
of a large area beyond its own borders for judicial, educational, shopping, and
in respect of many other services.

The rateable value of Dartford on the 1st August, 1933, was £204,2064.

The Borough forms part of the Dartford Parliamentary Division of the County
of Kent. On the register for 1932 there are 17,350 parliamentary electors and
12,545 local government electors in the Borough.

The Borough is included in the Petty Sessional Division of Dartford in the
administrative County of Kent. It is the largest Petty Sessional Division in the
County, and comprises in addition to the Borough, the parishes in the Dartford
Rural District and three Urban Districts within the Metropolitan Police area.
The Police Station and Police Court are situate in the Borough,

The Dartford County Court circuit comprises the Borough, the Urban
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Districts of Bexley, Crayford, Swanscombe and Erith, and the parishes in the
Dartford Rural District, and the County Court is situate in the Borough.

Dartford is the centre of a large area for secondary education purposes, the
Dartford Grammar School, (which was founded in 1576), the County School for
Girls and the Dartford Technical College providing education for students resident
within and outside the Borough. ;

In 1902, the Urban District Council of Dartford acquired the market rights
and undertaking from Lord Tredegar, the Lord of the Manor. The Market is one
of the oldest in the County, having existed since Saxon times,

For poor law purposes, the Borough is within the area of the Dartford and
District Sub-Committee of the Public Assistance Committee of the County of
Kent, which contains twenty parishes, and it has three representatives on the
Guardians’ Committee. The rateable value of the entire area on the 1st April,

1933, was £997,746.

The Borough is one of the constituent authorities of the West Kent Main
Sewerage Board, being represented on the Board by three members.

The district is exceptionally well supplied with recreation facilities, the parks
and open spaces under the control of the Borough comprising no less than 377
acres, facilities being provided for Cricket, Lawn Tennis, Golf Putting Greens
and Bowls. The Manorial rights over Dartford Heath Common were acquired
from Lord Tredegar in 1925, and being within easy access, the Common affords
ample facilities for sports and recreation for the inhabitants of the Borough and
surrounding districts.

It is not remarkable that the Health Statistics of the Borough are such as to
entitle the Council to congratulate itself upon its activities in the matter of Public
Health services, for recreation and open spaces are a big factor in public health.
In 1931, no Borough in the County of Kent had a lower death rate than Dartford,
which had the lowest death rate from Cancer of any Borough or Urban District
in the County of Kent.

The Council have carried out excellent work to safeguard the interests of the
child and the expectant mother, and in connection with this work they have
organised various schemes, including dental, orthopaedic service and treatment for
ophthalmia neonatorum, puerperal fever and other cases requiring special atten-
tion. The number of attendances of mothers at the Child Welfare Clinic in 1922
was 5,174 and in 1931 10,61II.

The Borough Council are represented by three members on the Bow Arrow
Joint Hospital Committee, the proportion of assets and liabilities of the Hospital
allocated by Agreement to the Borough being 29 per cent.

The Dartford Burial Board was constituted in 1855 and the Borough Council,
as the successors of the Urban District Council of Dartford, are the Burial Authority
for the district and control the Burial Grounds, known as East Hill and Watling
Street Burial Grounds.

The Borough possesses an open-air Swimming Bath situate in Burnham
Road, which was opened to the public in the year 1910, the Bath being well pat-
ronised by the public and Swimming Clubs. The Council have also provided
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Slipper Baths in the centre of the Borough.

The Council possess a well equipped Fire Station, and have installed the most
modern fire appliances in order to efficiently cope with fires within and outside the

Borough.

Dartford, like other towns, has suffered from the shortage of houses, but the
Council have made considerable progress in the erection of houses for the working-
classes, the number already built being 9gg9. The Lowfield Street and Heath
Lane Housing Estates have been laid out in accordance with modern town
planning principles.

In 1808 the Council obtained a provisional order to establish an electricity
undertaking and the supply, which was commenced in 1901, has been maintained
uninterruptedly since that date, the undertaking making steady progress since its
inception. In 1919 the capital outlay on the undertaking amounted to £69,000,
and the output at that time was about 2,000,000 units. By the end of 1931, the
capital outlay had increased to £122,000, and the output to g} million units.
A 10,000 volt 3-phase ring main has been constructed near the outer boundaries
of the Borough, and five sub-stations have been completed on the ring main, for
the purpose of augmenting the existing supply and for supplying electricity to
entirely new and remote areas lying on the western boundaries of the Borough.

The Dartford Light Railways, authorised to be constructed by the Dartford
Light Railway Order, 1902, were transferred to the London Passenger Transport
Board, established under the London Passenger Transport Act; 1933, on the 1st
July, 1933, and are now being operated by the Board.

The Public Libraries Act, 1892, was adopted by the Council in 1913, and the
Library and Museum are housed in a building erected in the Central Park at a cost
of £7,400, which was defrayed by a gift from the late Dr. Andrew Carnegie. The
building was opened on 1st January, 1916, with a stock of 6,300 volumes. The
stock has increased to 29,200 volumes, and the number of books annually issued
from the Library has reached the ﬁgure of 262,000, which are available to residents
residing outside, as well as within, the Bﬂmugh

Such are a few of the facts of which the Burgesses of Dartford are justly
proud.

Dartford is still in the making, and by the granting of the Charter of In-
corporation a new and wide avenue has been opened along which she may pursue
her glorious way with the new opportunities which lie before her.

The Charter is an expression of the confidence of His Majesty the King and his
Counsellors in her and Dartford will be worthy of the trust placed in her.

Unity of purpose and singleness of aim will ensure her progress, if combined
with industry, and her future is assured.

Her past history has been honourable, but the history which she has begun
to make to-day will be glorious if, in the years to come, she regards her Charter as

“ A crown
“ Which rightly worn will added lustre bring
“ If Dartford in her progress, seeks renown
“ In honouring God, the Empire and her King.”
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