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AN EARLY REFORT ON VACCINATION FOR SMALLPOX

There has recently been acquired by the Boston Medical Library, through
the kindness of Mr. John Howland, of Boston, a fine eopy of a broadside issued
by the Board of Health of Boston December 16, 1802, Mr. Howland is &
deseendant of the brother of the then president of the Board of Health, Mr.
Isaiah Doane, and the broadside was recently found among the family papers,
Although not unknown, for there is a ecopy in the library of the Massachusetts
Historical Soeiety and also one in the office of the Surgeon General, Washington,
this document, nevertheless, is one of great interest and deserves reprinting.
A facsimile, somewhat reduced in size, is shown on the opposite page.

The facts which led to the printing of this broadside are, briefly, as
follows. Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse received a copy of Jenner's book early in
1799 and published the first notice about it in a newspaper, March 12 of that
vear. On July 8, 1800, over a year later, he received some cowpox vaccine and
vaceinated his five-year-old son—the first person to be so treated in Ameriea,
The procedure, however, was not quickly adopted, many of the older physicians
being against it and only a few of the younger praetitioners carrying out this
simple maneuver, Ewven in the summer of 1802, when there was an epidemic
of smallpox in Boston, Waterhouse states: *‘The faculty in that town, with
one exception, had not given it their decided approbation and eountenance’’
and ‘*the younger practitioners inceulated,® now and then, a few, but scarcely
enough to keep up a continuity of cases, for the preservation of the matter”’
(p. 48).1 Thus it will be geen that without the help of the physicians of Boston
and with the cowpox matter in danger of heing lost on aceount of the infre-
quency of vaccination, Waterhouse was in no position personally to foree the
issue. Another factor, moreover, had appeared : persons outside of the medical
profession were using cowpox vaccine and, as Waterhouse states: **Journeymen
mechanics, apprentices, day labourers, and, in some instances, children inocu-
lated each other."” Thus a number of persons were unsuccessfully vaceinated
or, in some instanees, given secondary infections.

In order to overcome the situation, Waterhouse returned to the method
which he had first used in aequainting the public with the value of vaceination.
He published a letter in the Columbian Centinel, August 2, 1802, after previously
reading the communication to the president of the Massachusetts Medical Society.
In spite of this, the physicians of Boston would not aceept vaceination, and
finally Dr. Waterhouse made a direct appeal to the Board of Health in a long
letter dated May 31, 1802, A brief history of vaccination was given, and
Waterhouse asked for ‘‘a publie experiment performed under your own in-
gpection.’’” Perhaps a little to Waterhouse’s surprise, the Board of Health
accepted at onee, and the experiment was begun in August, 1802,

On August 15, nineteen boys, whose names and addresses are given in the
broadside, were vaccinated with eowpox at the office of the Board of Health.
On November 9 twelve of these boys, plus one boy who had been vaceinated two

*Tn 1802 the werh "o ineculate’ was used for both cowpox and smallpox.
14 Pragpect of Exlermimating the Seall Fox, Part 11, ete,  Cambridge, 1802,







