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TREATMENT OF POISONING

The general principles in all cases of poisoning are :—

(1) Try to remove poison or remains of it from
stomach by tickling fauces, by emetics, or by lavage
through a soft rubber stomach tube.

(2) Administer the chemical antidote, if known.

(3) Administer the physiological antidote, if known.

(4) Treat patient’s symptoms, e.g. pain, failure of
respiration, collapse, thirst, faintness, want of nourish-
ment, etc.

EmETICS.—Always use harmless ones. Emetics are
not always successful in poisoning by narcotics. Simple
emetics are : Mustard or salt, or both, 4 oz. of each in
10 oz. of water, by mouth ; apomorphine gr. y; hypo-
dermically. Save vomit for examination.

LAavace.—Use plain warm water and save first wash-
ings for examination. Continue lavage with chemical
antidote, if poison is known. After lavage introduce
through the tube either a demulcent, or a sedative or a
stimulant of milk, gruel, etc., according to circum-
stances.

Before lavage can be carried out in cases of strychnine
poisoning, an anasthetic will be necessary.

N.B.—Emetics and lavage should NOT be used in
cases of poisoning by corrosive substances.

DeEMULCENTS.—These include milk, white of egg
solution, salad oil, and gruel.

StimuLANTS.—These include smelling salts, sal vola-
tile, brandy, hot coffee, local application of mustard leaf

































