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Normal parenchymatous newly-born thyroid gland
from non-goitrous region.

Struma diffusa parenchymatosa neonatorum from a goitrous region.
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Goiter of roebuck with solid adenoma.
Magnified 80 >

Goiter of dog with senile degeneration and calcification.
Magnified 50 .
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The action of the operation becomes best evident to us in the
basic metabolic curve, Figure X. The basic metabolism fell in the
course of 11 days down to 13 % below the normal value and the
symptoms disappeared from the patient. After this it gradually
rose and during the course of a year it reached normalecy again.
The desiccated parenchyma of the removed adenoma nodules proved
in the tadpole experiment to be especially effective.

It appears to me to be a matter of significant and fundamental
interest that the products in these cases, which the thyrotoxicoses
occasion, are furnished by adenoma nodules, that is by tumors:
tumors are distinguished as excesses of development of autonomic
character. The function of a toxic adenoma can be designated as a
functional excess of autonomie character. For no proof can be given
for any requirement of the hyperfunction on the part of the organ-
ism. The hyperfunction is no physiological reaction and is in no
sense of the term compensatory. As long as the invalid has the
hyperfunctionating adenoma nodules, she is ill. With the removal
of these nodules, she becomes well. If it were to be a question of
a compensatory hyperfunction, it would necessarily be the reverse.

In my opinion there seems to be much in favor of the thought
that the irregular hyperfunetion of the toxiec adenoma nodules is
a peculiarity, which these structures possess as tumors,

Figure I.

87






Figure V.

Figure VI.
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Fig. 2.
Thyroid homograft of a rat (under the skin of the abdominal wall); the thyroid

tissue was norma
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4,
Final Stage. Exhaustion of Epithelium: Great Increase in Fibrous Stroma.
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