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Fig. 30—Skeleton—Front View
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Fig. 34—Types of Fracture

A—Closed; B—Open: C—Comminuted; D—Greenstick ;
E—Depressed ; F—Impacted.

bomb splinter, rifle bullet, etc., or more rarely from the broken ends
of the bone protruding thrnugh the skin from within. It must be
realised that although there may be a wound in the skin, it is only.
when this actually extends down to the broken bone that a fracture
can be regarded as open.

.- A fractured jaw in which the gum may be torn and allow air to reach
the fragments of bone, and broken ribs, caused by direct violence,
in which parts of the lungs are damaged so that inhaled air can gain
access to the broken bones, are examples of an open fracture.

This kind of fracture is more serious than the closed variety as, since
air can get to the broken bone, so also'can all forms of dirty material
(dust, clothing, etc.) laden wlth disease germs. These may produce a
local infection of the wound, known as sepsis, oreven a g:neral blood
poisoning. (See Fig..34,) s
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