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PROVISION OF BENEFITS 37

The National Assistance Act, 1948, requires local aunthorities
(i.e. county and county borough councils) to provide residential
accommodation for persons who by reasons of age, infirmity or
any other circumstances are in need of care and attention which
is not otherwise available to them and temporary accommodation
for persons who are in urgent need thereof on account of unfore-
seeable circumstances, e.g. flood or fire. The accommodation is of
different descriptions suited to different types of persons and includes
board and all necessary amenities. Every resident pays the local
authority for his accommodation : where his resources are insufficient
to enable him to pay a prescribed minimum charge he is assisted
to do so by the National Assistance Board.

Local aunthorities are also empowered to make arrangements
for promoting the welfare of persons who are blind, deaf or dumb
or other persons who are substantially and permanently handicapped
by illness, injury or congenital deformity. These arrangements may
include information and advisory services, the provision of sheltered
employment in special workshops or in the person’s own home with
help in the marketing of the produce of their work, and the provision
of recreational facilities. The exercise of these powers is mandatory
in the case of blind persons.

The Act also provides for special financial assistance to persons
who have suffered a loss of income to undergo treatment for respir-
atory tuberculogis. This provision is a corollary of special arrange-
ments for the early detection and diagnosis of tuberculosis, with the
objeet of minimising the spread of infection.

Measures for the protection of the health of the community are
contained in the Public Health Acts, which include provisions con-
cerning sanitation, the removal of refuaﬂ, scavenging, the keeping
of animals, the cleansing of filthy or verminous premises, the main-
tenance of municipal cleansing stations and fumigators, the inspec-
tion of nuisances, the supervision of offensive trades, the provision
of pure domestic water supplies, the notification of infectious dis-
eases, the detection, notification and prevention of tuberculosis and
the provision of sanatoria and dispensaries.

The control of infectious diseases is within the responsibility of the
local authorities acting on the advice of the Medical Officer of Health.

The loeal authorities may provide mortuaries, cemeteries and
erematoria and are responsible for their maintenance.

Local authorities are also responsible for the enforcement of the
Food and Drugs Act, 1955, and other enactments relating to the
purity, wholesomeness and composition of food.

The local anthorities have duties of inspection, clearance, demo-
lition and redevelopment of housing under the Housing Act, duties
under the Shops Act and responsibilities in connection with port
health administration.

Most of the foregoing duties under the Public Health Acts are
agsigned to borough and distriet counecils rather than to county
conneils. Port health administration in seaports is carried out by
authorities specially constituted for the purpose.
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