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with most firms producing it, and also can ensure that the capacity of the sewage
treatment works to deal with toxic liquid wastes is properly utilised. It also
discharges vast quantities of digested sewage sludge at sea, and is in a position
to use the vessels for the carriage of such toxic wastes as may be difficult to dis-
pose of in other ways but shown to be suitable for disposal at sea. Because it is
the refuse disposal authority it has access, either because it owns them or is
associated with them, to methods of solid waste disposal with different types and
degrees of risk ; these include tips in very different surroundings, and incinerators.
If it were invited to deal with toxic wastes it would therefore have a number of
options at its disposal and expert judgment in its service, and the likelihood is that
as a result disposal could be accomplished safely and satisfactorily. Because of the
large scale on which it works it would probably find it easy to dispose of limited
quantities of toxic waste with house refuse.

317. Of course, the scope of possible action by the Greater London Council is
circumscribed by a number of factors which would be common to any authority
of this kind, and by others which may be specific to them. They must, of course,
conform with conditions laid down by local planning authorities, and treat
sewage so that the effluent is within the limits of quality laid down by the pollu-
tion prevention authorities. They must also have full regard to the views of those
authorities concerned with the effect of tips on rivers and other water sources.
Furthermore, tipping sites are often in private ownership and outside the admini-
strative area of the Council, and consent to tip there would clearly be necessary
from the owners and maybe from other local authorities. However, in this
chapter we are seeking to discover what sort of authority could undertake the
duty of authorising a place and method of toxic waste disposal so that it would
be both proper and safe disposal, and we must assume that other difficulties can
be surmounted. We believe that the Greater London Council could do this,
because it is large enough to have (and, indeed, has) expert advice, because it
should be impartial, and because it could and should be helpful to waste pro-
ducers by virtue of the facilities for disposal available to it. We understand that
the Director of Public Health Engineering of the Council has set up a Working
Party to investigate the problem of industrial sludges and toxic wastes in the
area, and that they will consider what contribution the Council can make to
assist in dealing with the situation.

318. We had arrived at this stage in our deliberations when the Redcliffe-Maud
Report on Local Government in England was published. At the same time, it
was indicated that the Government accepted its proposals in principle. More
recently a White Paper (Reform of Local Government in England, Cmnd. 4276,
February 1970) has been published, which proposes some modifications to the
Redcliffe-Maud scheme, and what is said in the next few paragraphs takes these
into account. It certainly appears justifiable for us to assume that the pattern of
local government in England which has existed for so long, and on which the
earlier part of this chapter is based, will be radically changed within the next
few years. Our recommendations on organisation should therefore be in accord-
ance with the proposed new pattern. This does not mean that what we have said
earlier about existing local authorities is now useless, since the old organisation
may be with us for a few years yet. It will be best, we think, if our main recom-
mendations assume the new set-up, and if we add, more briefly, what we could
substitute for them until it becomes effective.
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