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VOLCANOES 13

A fissure eruption field may be composed entirely of lava with no
line of ash cones, and the Illahraun south of Hofsjokull may be cited
in illustration. Here the lava appears to have issued without explosive
activity from a fissure 1 km. in length and covered an area of 50sq. km.
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Vatnajékull

Fig. 7. The lava stream from the eruption of Laki in 1783. Adapted from
b. Thoroddsen, D. Kgl. Danske Vidensk. Selsk. Skrifter, Naturvidensk. og
Mathem., Afd. 8, Rekke 1x (Copenhagen, 1925).

AsH VOLCANOES

With explosive activity ash, lapilli, and bombs collecting round a vent
may build comparatively small cones, up to 150 m. high, with wide
























M. H. Donald
Plate 1. Columnar basalts near Nipstadur. The individual ‘ flows’ give rise to the
characteristic step-like ‘trap-featuring' above; below they are smothered in
scree.

L. Hawhes
Plate z. Tilted Tertiary basalts near Hoffellsjékull. The tilt is towards the interior
of Iceland.












K. Gulimmndsson
Plate 5. Eruption of Katla in Myrdalsjékull, seen from Vik, 1918.

M. H. Donald
Plate 6. Hot springs near Stori Geysir in Haukadalur. Note the basin of siliceous
sinter formed by deposition from the hot warter.



M. H. Donald
Plate 7. Volcanic cones, Mvvatn. Irregularly distributed cones of volcanic ash are
a characteristic feature of the lake scenery.

L. Hawkes

Plate 8. Almannagjd. One of the widest of the gjdr. The left-hand block is tilted
towards the plain of Pingvellir. Pingvallavatn is seen in the distance.





















M. H, Donald

Plate 9. Stéri Geysir, the largest and most famous of the geysers, erupting in 1936.
The vent is in the middle of a broad low dome of sinter.





































L. Hawhkes
Plate 12. Gjinmipsvatn, an ice-dammed lake on the east side of Hoffellsjékull.

L. Hatkes

Plate 13. Stranded icebergs in the upper end of Gjdndpsvatn, after partial draining.
Trap-featuring is distinct in the mountain slopes behind.



W. L. &. Fleming
Plate 14. PPorbergsvatn, an ice-dammed lake at the northern edge of Vatnajékull. The
overflow from the lake passes beneath the glacier in the centre of the picture.

W. L. 5. Fileming
Plate 15. A terrace above Dorbergsvatn, formed at a time when the lake level was
higher.
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M. H. Donald
Plate 16. Morsdrjékull, a valley glacier flowing from the southern margin of
Vatnajékull. Note the prominent median moraine. The curious transverse
corrugations of the glacier have not yvet been explained.
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0. Magnizson
Plate 17. One of the glaciers descending from Langjékull into Hvitdrvatn.



Plate 18. Desert country north of Vatnajékull. An expanse of gravel with wind-
etched boulders in the foreground. Vatnajékull in the distance.









R.A.F.

Plate 19. Bildudalur, a small inlet on the south side of Arnarfjirdur in the north-
west peninsula. Curious scollop-shaped hollows have been eroded in the steep
fjord wall. Note the horizontal trap-featuring and the regularity of the plateau
surface (see also Plate 41).
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E. Sigurgerrsson

Plate zo. HerBubreid, an extinct volcano of unique type in central Iceland. The
lower part is palagonite tuff, the terraced upper part is built of lavas (see p. 16).

Plate 21. Stony desert near Modrudalur. The sharply defined irregular skyline is
characteristic of the palagonite hills in the central desert.






















W. L. 8. Fleming

Plate 22, Typical desert in palagonite tuff region north of Vatnajékull. The rocks
are porous; there is no surface water, and vegetation is scanty.

L. Hawkes

Plate 23. Mosfell, a frost-shattered ridge of granite in the Lén district of south-
east Iceland.
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( Miller and San
Plate 26. Gullfoss, on the Hvitd, is one of the most beautiful waterfalls in Iceland.
The two cascades are 30 and 2o m. high.




Gral Zeppelin
Plate 27. Braided streams from Fldajékull, a valley glacier from Vatnajékull,

L. Hatokes

Plate 28. Silt-laden streams from Hoffellsjékull. Braided streams of this type are
characteristic of the plains which border the rapidly melting glaciers. They
form a serious obstacle to transport.





















K. CGrotsman

Plate 29. The gorge of the Jékulsa 4 Fjéllum below Dettifoss (see Plate 24).
Columnar basalts form the sides,

W. Heering

Plate 30. Ground water emerging from beneath a lava-flow falls into the Hvitd
near Barnafoss,



R.A.F.
Plate 31. Pingvallavatn, the largest lake in Iceland. Gjdr are prominent in the
left foreground.
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R.AF.
Plate 32. Akranes, a fishing and trading centre on the shores of Faxafloi, is the
terminus of one of the main motor-bus routes to the north. Two parallel reefs
are visible. A former shoreline can be traced along the foot of the hills in the
background.

R.AF,
Plate 33. Hjalteyri, an important herring-oil and fish-meal factory, is situated on
a recurved spit enclosing a lagoon in Eyjafjérur.




R.A.F.

Plate 34. Raufarhéfn, a herring-fishing centre on the eastern side of Melrak- |

kasljetta. The entrance to the harbour is shallow and access to the piers is only

kept open by dredging during the fishing season. This lowland area is the most
northerly part of Iceland.








































R.AF.

Plate 35. Vatneyri, a trading and fishing centre on the north shore of Patreksfjordur.
Fish-meal, fish-o01l and freezing factories have been built on a sandspit. The
enclosure of a lagoon on the seaward side of the spit (right) is a feature of
many of these formations. Note the short and wide glacially eroded valley in

the foreground.



R.A.F.
Plate 36. Flateyri, a fishing village in Onundarfjérdur. A shingle spit provides the
only suitable land for settlement. The flat plateau surface and the stesp trap-
featured fjord walls are typical of the north-west peninsula,

R.AF.

Plate 37. The entrance to (nundarfjirdur. This view demonstrates the even level
of the plateau surface, which here averages 500 m. above sea level.



4 ' RAF,
Plate 38. Dvrafjérdur. Glacial erosion has plaved a prominent part in carving the
fjord and valleys out of the plateau of basalts. Pingeyri is situated on the spit

in the foreground.

Rﬂiq.F

Plate 39. DPingeyri, a fishing village on the south side of Dyrafjordur. There is an
exceptionally good repair shop for trawlers.




R.A.F.

Plate 40. The entrance to Revkjafjordur on the west side of Hanafloi. The patchy
distribution of clouds results from the local rise of sea breezes at the steep
mountain walls.
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R.AF.

Plate 41. Bildudalur, a village on the west shore of a small bay in Arnarfjérdur. i
The trap-featuring of the basalt cliffs, the even surface of the plateau, and the |
form of the fjord valley are well shown.









R.A.F
Plate 42. Husavik, a prosperous fishing centre on the east side of Skjalfandi. The
herring-oi1l factory can handle 500 barrels of fish a day. The irregular land
surface is typical of the country built up of the vounger series of rocks.

R.AF.
Plate 43. Hérgirdalur, a valley near Akurevri. In the background is the lofty
mountainous Tertiary basaltic country between Eyjafjordur and Skagafjérour,
with many small glaciers.
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R.A.F

Plate 44. Seydisfjordur, a typical fjord on the east coast. The horizontal strips of
snow emphasize the trap-featuring. The town 1s situated at the head of the
fijord in the centre of the picture.



RAF.

Plate 45. Eskifjérdur. The town is on the north side of the fjord and the famous
Iceland Spar mine (see p. 67) is in Reydarfjérdur, 8 km. to the east.



R.AF

Plate 46. The inner part of Reydarfjordur, the longest fjord on the east coast, The
farming village of Badarevri, at the head of the fjord, is connected with the
interior by a good road.



R.A.F

Plate 47. Fiaskradsfijordur, on the east coast. The village of Budir is scattered along
the north side of the fjord.



Crrafl Zeppelin
Flate 48, Vesturhorn, a mountain group carved out of gabbro, granophyre and
basalt. The village of Hifn is on the extreme left of the picture.

L. Hawhes
Plate 49. Austurhorn. Extensive scree aprons have collected on the low raised
beach platform, and now smother the old sea cliffs.
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R.A.F,

Plate so. Djipivogur, with Hamarsfjérdur and Alftafjordur in the background
(right). The entrance to these fjords is largely blocked by irregularly curving
sand bars,



R.A.F.
Plate 51. The sand bar blocking the entrance to Alftafjordur and Hamarsfjérdur.

Crraf Zeppelin
Plate 52. Beach south of Vatnajékull. The front of BreiSamerkurjékull is here only
a few hundred metres from the sea.



3 ' ' R LR
Plate 53. Hornafjérdur in south-east Iceland. The village of Hifn is on the low-
lying peninsula in the centre of the picture. The fjord is wide and very shallow;
much of it dries out at low tide. Vatnajékull is seen in the left background
with Snzfell in the extreme distance.



R.A.F.

Plate 54. Vik, the most southerly settlement on the mainland of ITeeland. One of
the rare rocky headlands on the sandy south coast provides some shelter.









R.AF.

Plate 55. Keflavik, an important fishing centre in a small bay on the east side of
Midnes, the promontory marking the southern extremity of Faxafléi. The
white patches show where split cod are being dried in the sun (see p. 320).



RAF.
Plate 56. Evrarbakki, a fishing and farming village in the south-west. Rocks and
shoals lie off this lowland shore, and the anchorage is very poor.
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P. Hamnesson
Plate 57. Many of the volcanoes are covered with glaciers. Orzfajokull, the highest
mountain in Iceland (2,119 m.), was last active in 1727. Note the myri vegeta-
tion in the foreground.

Plate 58. Birch grove near the hospital in Akureyri. In the ninth century there was
much forest of this type in Iceland * between the mountains and the foreshore’,
but since then most of it has been destroyed by grazing sheep and wood
cutting for fuel. The ‘ South Quay’ is seen in the background.




W. Heering
Plate 59. Cotton grass near Hvitdrvatn,

M. M. Swann

Plate 60. Oasis at HerBubreidarlindir. There is a dense growth of Salix on the
banks of the stream.

















































































Plate 61. Characteristic old-style Icelandic farm. The roofs are covered with turf.
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Plate 62. One of the two primary schools at Reykjavik.



0. J‘I'fa.!"-'lﬂsm#"
Plate 63. The hot-water swimming hall at Reykjavik.

L

Plate 64. The dam for the hydro-electric plant on the river Sog, the outlet of
bingvallavatn.






























































































































































































































































































235
DisTtriBUTION OF PEOPLE BY OCCUPATION

An analysis of the principal occupations (Fig. 84) brings out the
slight decline in the number of people dependent upon agriculture.
On the other hand, farming has become a full-time occupation, and
the loss in man-power has been largely due to a reduction in the

Population
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Fig. 84. Comparative distribution of occupational groups on 1 December 1910,
1920 and 1930. The sum of the columns for each individual year represents
the total population of the country in that year. Sources: (1) Manntal d
Islandi, 1910 (Reykjavik, 1913). (2) Hagskyrslur [slands, Nos. 46b and g2
(Reykjavik, 1926 and 1937).

numbers of part-time workers. From 1910 to 1930 there was a slight
increase in the number of peasant proprietors, but during the same
period the number of farm labourers and their dependents fell by
over 5,000. There was also a marked fall in the number of young
women employed in domestic work on the farms. A satisfactory
man-to-land ratio has been reached, in that there is no poverty arising
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0, Magniisson

Plate 65. The main quay in Reykjavik harbour. Note the 5-ton coal grab on the
coal quay in the centre background.

¥. H. Reynolds

Plate 66. Typical wooden pier, Stvkkishélmur.



R.AF.

Plate 67. Revkjavik from the west. The lake, Tjérnin, with its villa district, lies
about 400 m. south of the harbour (sez Figs. 88 and g1 for maps of this area).









Cral Zeppelin
Plate 68. Reykjavik in 1931, showing the harbour and roadstead. The Lsja plateau
is in the distance (see Fig. 91 for map).

R.A.F.

Plate 6ig. Heimaey, Vestmannaeyjar, the most important centre for the cod fishery.
The hill in the background is the extinct volcano, Helgafell (see Fig. o4 for
map).




RAF.

Plate 70. Akureyri, the most important trading centre in the north and second
largest town in Iceland (see Fig. g2 for map).

—

R.A.F.
Plate 71. Siglufjérdur, the most important herring-fishing centre (see Fig. g6 for
map).
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R.4.F.

Plate 72. Eyjafjérdur. The town of Akureyri lies on the sheltered south side of a
sandspit near the head of the fjord. The delta at the head of the fjord has
advanced considerably in historic times (see Fig. g2 for map).



R.A.F.
Plate 73. Isafjirdur, the largest town in the north-west peninsula, is an important
cod-fishing centre built on a recurved sandspit in Skutilsfjérdur (see Fig. o5

for map).

R.AF.

Plate 74. Hafnarfjérdur, the third largest township in Iceland, is a cod-fishing
centre. There is an excellent road to Revkjavik (see Fig. g4 for map).































R.A.F.

Plate 76. Heimaey, Vestmannaeyjar, is Iceland’s most important cod-fishing
centre. The harbour is shallow and larger ships must anchor in the roadstead
outside (see Fig. 94 for map).












































































R.AF,

Plate 7. Neskaupstadur, a township in Nordfjirdur, is the most important fishing
centre on the east coast. Part of the long narrow Mjdifjérdur appears in the
distance. In the fjord regions there is little flat land for settlement (see Fig. 97
for map).



R.A.F.

Plate 78. Seydisfjordur, in east Iceland. The telegraph eable from Great Britain
lands here. The fjord valley shows the characteristic form resulting from
glacial erosion (see Fig. 98 for map).







































¥. H. Revmolds
Plate 79. Hvanneyri in Borgarfjirdur. The building on the right is one of the two
agricultural schools in Iceland.

"W
L. Hawkes
Plate 8o0. Grass hummocks (fufur) in the fiin at Eydalir in Breiddalur. These
hummocks, due to frost action, are very common in Iceland; their development
makes grass cutting difficult.
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V. Sigurgeirsson
Plate 81. A typical Icelandic farm at hayv-making time. The dwelling house is built
of concrete in the modern style, while the outbuildings are of the old type,
thatched with turf. Most farms have a cultivated homefield (f1in), hay meadows,
home pastures and mountain pastures.








































GENERAL FEATURES 311

herring had been taken only in the fjords, and even there on a small
scale, but a new apparatus, the purse-seine net, made it possible to
capture herring shoals in the open sea. The financial returns from
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Fig. 103. Monthly analysis of the catch of a trawler working off the coast of
Iceland. Only the most important species are shown. Source: ]J. le Gall,
Revue des Travaux de U'Office des Péches Maritimes, Tome 111, Fasc. 3, p. 351
(Paris, 1930).

the fisheries have increased very considerably in recent years; first,

because plants have been constructed for extracting oil and making

fish-meal, and second, because more varied methods of curing have
been adopted. As a result of increasingly efficient organization, the






Plate 82. Sun-cured cod (‘klipfish") is an important article of export. The fish are

split and laid out on large areas of flat stones.

Plate 83. Herring barrels waiting for export at Siglufjérdur, one of the most im-
3 A = P gl
portant herring-fishing centres in the world.




R.AE

Plate 84. A modern herring-oil and meal factory at Hjalteyri, with a capacity of
9,000 hectolitres (200,000 gallons) of herring every 24 hr. (see also Plate 33).



























































































































IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 353

fuel, but with the better transport facilities and the improvement of
purchasing power, a much greater demand for coal has been created.
The increased use of motor transport has necessitated the import
of petroleum and benzine, while the fishing fleet, which consists
of steam trawlers and motor vessels, 1s dependent on imported coal
and oil. As new industries develop, the need for fuel will increase
further, but it seems likely that this will be satisfied by the develop-
ment of hydro-electric power, and that the natural hot-water supplies
will be increasingly used as heating for industry and domestic pur-
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Fig. 117. Goods for consumption and capital goods imported into Iceland,
1935-8. Compiled from data in Hagskyrslur fslands, No. 104, Verslunarskyrslur,
pp. 1o—-11 (Reykjavik, 1940).

poses. Building materials for the modern Icelandic houses have to
be imported, as well as timber and machinery. As practically no
grain is grown in the country, a considerable amount is imported,
and large quantities of vcgetablcs have still to come from abroad,
although the home production is likely to increase. Other imports
cover a wide range of foodstuffs and manufactured goods.

Up to the beginning of the twentieth century Iceland was com-
mercially dependent on one or two foreign countries, In 1900, ga o
of the imports came from Denmark and Great Britain, and 609 of
the exports went to them. After the war of 1914-18 Ir:r-:]andlc

GH (Iceland) 23



354 FOREIGN TRADE

commerce became more diffuse. Owing to the disruption of shipping
lines, trade with the United States increased, but decreased with the
gradual resumption of normal shipping lines. It is again increasing
during the present war.

In 1933, 807 %, of the imports came from Great Britain, Denmark,
Germany and Norway, while only 32:29, of the exports went to
them: 554 9%, of the exports (largely ‘klipfish’) went to the Catholic
countries of Spain, Italy and Portugal, but only 59, of the imports
came from those countries. The foreign trade of Iceland was not,

Million K.rénur
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Fig. 118. Value of imports into Iceland from foreign countries, 1934—40.
For key see Fig. 119. Data from Appendix IX, table 6.

therefore, ‘balanced’ as regards individual countries. As a result of
the world depression and of the decrease in importing power, there
was a general tendency for European countries to seek reciprocal
trade. Such a policy was bound to have an adverse effect on a country
like Iceland which has a very limited range of exports. In 1934
Spain restricted the importation of ‘klip-fish’ and demanded a trade
agreement with Iceland.®* Italy demanded a similar trade agreement
in 1935. The Spanish Civil War of 1936—9 put a further restriction

* The prohibition law in Iceland had been revoked in 1922, as far as wines were

concerned, in order to satisfy the Spanish merchants, and so keep open the Spanish
market to Icelandic fish. In 1935 the prohibition was altogether abolished.





































































LAND COMMUNICATIONS 377

coastal regions of the western half of the island (see Figs. 120-126). In
these maps, the roads have been classified as ‘fair’, ‘poor’, ‘tracks’
and ‘bridle paths’. Their routes are based on the Danish 1: 100,000
and 1:250,000 official maps, and the classification has been brought
up to date from War Office and Admiralty reports of 1940 and 1941.

The numbers given to the roads are those of a British military
survey made in 1940. The system appears to have been as follows:
Each main road was given a single number. Each branch turning
from that main road was then given a hundred number starting with
the same number as the original main road. Thus a branch road from
1 would be 101, 102, Or 108, and not 11, 12, or 13. Branch roads
from these secondary roads were given a thousand number, e.g.
1011, 1012, 1013, etc. All branch roads from say 203 would be of
the order 2031, 2032, 2036, and so on. It has not been possible to
obtain a copy of the original numbering key, and some quite important
routes in the accompanying maps have therefore had to be left without
numbers.

Figs. 121-125 show only the quality of the roads. The usual width
of ‘fair’ roads is 4—5 m., with a surface of unscreened gravel. All
these are likely to be passable to motor vehicles in summer. Roads
marked ‘poor’, and many of the ‘tracks’ are at times passable to
motor vehicles, but most of the ‘bridle paths’ are suitable only for
horse transport. Throughout the island, progress is very difficult for
motor cycles and pedal cycles owing to the boulders and deep ruts.
Apart from the difficulties caused when the surface is washed away
down deep runnels, the gravel roads in the highlands are constantly
broken up by frost action.

Fig. 126 summarizes what is at present known of seasonal conditions,
without reference to the quality of the surface or the width.

Only in the immediate vicinity of Reykjavik have really adequate
roads been constructed (Fig. 127). There is a good concrete road
extending almost to Artun, and a portion of the road to Hafnarfjérdur
is also concrete. In Reykjavik itself, and in several other towns, many
of the road surfaces have been macadamized.

The following are notes on individual roads. Distances between
towns are listed in Appendix X.

South Coast

Reykjavik to Vik (Route 2). Usually passable to motor traffic in winter, but the
highlying part of this road west of Reykir (over Hellishei®i) is sometimes blocked
with snow. The lowlying country east of Reykir has many rivers which may change
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W, Heering
Plate 85. A typical bridle path. The deep ruts are pony tracks and cannot be used
by wheeled vehicles.
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Plate 86. Road from Pingvellir to Ka]manstunga between Langjokull ;.nd Ok (see
1 p- 380, Route 4).




M. H. Donala

Plate 87. The main coastal road through the Laki lava field (see p. 379, Route 2).
The irregular apalliraun surface of the lava, extruded in 1783, is now covered
with moss and lichen.

M. H. Donald

Plate 88. Until recently, ponies have provided the only means of inland transport.
Although largely replaced by motor vehicles in the settled districts, they are
still indispensable for travel in the interior and for crossing braided glacial
streams.
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384 COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT |
mail vans on the main routes, have to be suspended in winter. With |
the rmpmvemﬂnt of the coastal steamship services, the mails are to |
an increasing extent being sent by sea. The mail facilities between |
some of the ports and the interior are still very unsatisfactory, but,
except in winter, even the most isolated parts of the country are
now reached at least once a fortnight. In localities where there are
regular bus services, mail is in many cases delivered daily.

NoTE oN IceLANDIC PONIES

Ponies have been the chief means of land transportation in Iceland
since the time of the original settlement. Everybody rides in Iceland.
The children learn the art very early by riding the ponies bare back
to pasture, or by sitting on an extra one that follows the pack ponies
when returning from the fields with hay. The old people do not
readily give up riding. The use of ponies for drawing vehicles has
always been limited, but when employed as pack animals they are
often compelled to perform very arduous work. Baggage, lumber,
logs and telephone poles must still frequently be transported over
rough country and across torrential streams with the help of these
extremely hardy and sure-footed animals.

In many of the more remote parts of Iceland little attempt has been
made on the large-scale Danish maps to distinguish between bridle
paths in constant use and routes which have perhaps only a historical
significance and are marked at intervals with cairns. On the former,
it is not difficult to travel 30 km. a day with ponies. On the latter,
12 hr, toil may result in only about 10 km. progress.

The following are brief notes on Icelandic ponies:

Cost. In peace time a riding pony costs about Kr. 400 and a pack
pony about Kr. 260. These are spring prices; in autumn they are
lower.

Size. Smallest 11 hands; average about 12-2; maximum about
14 hands. A convenient length of girth is 70 cm. (27 in.) from buckle
to buckle (see Plates 88, 89 and go).

Age. Icelandic ponies are usually not considered fit to work until
they are 5 years old; they are then worked until at least 20 years old.
.. If worked before 5 years old they are not so strong in later years.
After g years it is extremely difficult to estimate age by their teeth.

Loads. On roads an average pony can carry 100 kg. (220 1b.) about
60 km. a day. In rough country about 8o kg. is the maximum, and
loads exceeding 50 kg. should, if possible, be avoided. The animals
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travel better as the day advances, usually being sluggish for the first
15-20 km. and requiring hourly halts. Weights can, of course, be
greatly increased if the ponies are used as haulage instead of pack
animals.

Saddles. The pack saddles used in Iceland are of the same size
and shape as those used by the British army in India, but they are
inferior in several respects. The load is divided into two equal parts
so that it can be carried on both sides of the animal in bags, bundles
or boxes. The saddles have wooden side bars with roughly made iron
arches, and are fitted with hooks to take the load; they also have double
web girths with leather girth straps and cruppers. Beneath the wood
of the saddle there is a protective ‘ pannel’ on each side. In their most
primitive form, these pannels consist of compact layers of turf,
though more usually they are made of canvas stuffed with hay or
horsehair. Small top loads are sometimes carried, but they are not
popular with the Icelanders.

Cruppers. These are essential both for riding and pack ponies,
breast plates being unnecessary in either case. The standard Icelandic

.type of crupper is far more convenient than the English one, being
made to buckle round the tail instead of loop over it. The tails are
very long and bushy and the ponies use them continuously to brush
off the abundant biting flies; they should on no account be shortened
as has sometimes been done with exported animals,

Shoes. Icelandic ponies have well-shaped feet with big frogs, un-
like the contracted ‘boxy’ feet so typical of British ponies of similar
size. Under normal conditions in Iceland, shoes are of two types,
used in about equal quantities. One type is forged locally during
the winter months; the other is mass-produced and imported from
Scandinavia. Shoeing is rather rough and ready. Four nails have
proved adequate to hold on a shoe, but the nails wear out before
the shoe, and the same shoe usually has to be nailed on a second time.
Icelandic pony shoes have large calkins which give a good grip on
the rough lava blocks, and prolong the life of the shoe by about 50 %,
The wear and tear in lava deserts is considerable. About 300 km.
of such desert travelling will wear out any set of shoes, and they will
require a new set of nails after the first 150 km, If prepared to waste
approximately half the nails used, inexperienced men can learn to
shoe these ponies in one lesson.

Feeding. Iceland ponies are very thrifty and are quite capable of
working over 24 hr. without food. They can perform hard work
for long periods on a ration of 12 Ib. of hay per day. Maximum

GH (leeland) 25






Plate 89 Ponies crossing a river in Myrdalssandur.

Plate go. Iceland ponies.



M. H. Donald

Plate g1. Iron bridge over the Skjilfandafljot below Gooafoss.

V. Sigurgeirison

Plate 92. A birch-covered slope in Fnjoskadalur. Most of the bridges built in recent
times are of reinforced concrete,
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on voyages to America between 1915 and 1920. At the end of the |
war the American service was discontinued, and regular sailings
have since been made to Leith, Hull, Hamburg, Copenhagen and |
Antwerp. Despite great difficulties, the company has made steady
progress, and in 1939 it possessed six vessels: Gullfoss (1,414 gross |
registered tons), Godafoss (1,542 g.r.t.), Briarfoss (1,579 g.r.t.), |
Dettifoss (1,604 g.r.t.), Lagarfoss (1,211 g.r.t.), and Selfoss (775 g.r.t.). |
All of these, except the cargo ship Selfoss, are combination passenger- |
and-cargo ships. The sailings of these ships have combined local
coastwise and foreign services, and, until the outbreak of war in 1939, |
a weekly service was maintained between Iceland and Great Britain. |
The duration of a voyage to Iceland depends on the route used.
The usual times to Reykjavik are as follows: from Hull about 5 days;
from Bergen about 4 days; from Leith 31—4 days; from Copenhagen
direct, about 4} days; from Copenhagen with one or two days’ stop
at Leith, 67 days; from Hamburg with one or two days’ stop at Hull, |
7—-8 days. From any of the above ports to the first port of call on the
east coast of Iceland, the voyage is usually about a day shorter. _
The establishment of the Icelandic Steamship Company was both |
opportune and fortunate. Without her own domestic service it is |
doubtful whether Iceland could have secured necessities during the
later part of the war of 1914-18. As a war-time emergency measure,
the Alpingi purchased three ships in 1917. One of these was stranded |
in 1923, and later the other two were sold. A new ship replaced the |
first of these, and in 1927 this was the only ship owned by the govern- |
ment. In 1930 the government established its own shipping office
(Skipadtgerd Rikisins) for two coasting steamers which have since |
called regularly at about sixty points round the coast. Until 1939/
one of these boats, Sudin, used to make seventeen, and the other, Esja, |
ten trips a year round Iceland. Owing to the severe conditions, thisf
service frequently had to be suspended in the middle of winter. |
Durmg June, July and August, when the Iceland Steamship Com-=
pany’s boats were fully commissioned, the Esja was usually with-|
drawn from the coastwise schedule and plied between Reykjavik and |
Glasgnw to assist with the British tourist traffic. The Esja was sold|
in 1939, and in the same year a modern Danish-built motor-ship ﬂf |
the same name, designed for coastal work, replaced her. In addition
to the Sudin, the government then owned ten smaller vessels which1
were used for local transport in f_]Dl'dS and bays. |
Several small steamship companies have been founded in Iceland
with freighting as their object: the Reykjavik Steamship Company, |
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them to the fishing fleet. In 1930 the Alpingi passed an act creating
the Iceland Aircraft Fund (Flugmdlasiodur Islands), which provided
that while a plane was so engaged, every ship fishing by purse-net
had to contribute to the fund in proportion to its catch. A series of
bad seasons, with resulting complaints from the fishermen, caused
the withdrawal of the tax in 1932. Without this support the Flugfélag
could not meet operating expenses, and it went out of business.
During the International Polar Year, 1932-3, the Dutch govern-
ment sponsored an expedition to Reykjavik. T'wo Fokker planes were
used for systematic aerological observations. During the year, 330
flights were made on 261 days, and the observations made during this
period provided extremely valuable information about flying con-
ditions in Iceland.
In 1938 the Aeronautical Society of Akureyri (Flugféelag Akureyrar)

was organized for the purpose of summer flying in a five-seater
Waco. Although this society had a regular route—Reykjavik—Siglu-
fjorour-Akureyri—it also provided a taxi service, and would fly
to any point where business offered. Operations showed such a
' profit that the society continued its flights during the winter of
1938—9. Its success, and that of planes owned by private individuals,
is of great importance to Iceland, for aviation assures a dependable
service that can quickly reach the most isolated towns and farms.
Patients can be taken to hospitals, and doctors can reach patients
who cannot be moved.

TRANSATLANTIC FLYING

It is only 8oo km. from Scotland to Iceland, and from there to Green-
land less than 350 km. When the United States Army aviators touched
at Iceland on their flight round the world in 1924, the idea naturally
arose that the island could be a suitable stage for flights between
Europe and America. This idea was strengthened by the British
Arctic Air Route Expedition to Greenland in 1930-1, and especially
by Marshal Balbo’s air fleet which took the route via Iceland and
flew in one stretch from Reykjavik to Labrador in 1933. At this time
several aviators made Iceland a stage in the flight between Europe
and America, touching also at Greenland. Among these was the
German, Wolfgang von Grinau (in 1930, 1931 and 1932), Colonel
Lindberg (a survey flight for Pan-American Airways in 1933), and
the Englishman, John Grierson (in 1934). In 1932-3 H. G. Watkins,
who had organized the British Arctic Air Route Expedition, again




























































































































































































































































































































































