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1. Erbil, a city for five thousand years
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6. Typical Euphrates inundation marsh. Nest of Little Grebe in the foreground


































































."\-1.

'-'-'xlh..n.u |._. L

3 g
p! -'"nm.;-f' Y e s e YT Y e e
FLA A SO LI S

10. Oasr Mutawakkil, the northern ruin of Abbasid Samarra, and
the banks of the Nahrwan Canal near its head on the Tigris

12. Site of Abbasid Qadisiya on the Tigris below Samarra




13. Safinas under full sail on the Tigris below Baghdad

14. Site of the new bridge over the Diyala at high water, with the
old pontoon bridge behind, near the junction with the Tigris





















15. ‘Ezra's Tomb’, Azair

16. Qurna in the flood season



17. Marshes near Qurna

18, A creek near Basra
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21. Ashar creek. Fruit bazaar

























































22. The northern flank of the Fabal Sinjar from the air

23. Vertical air-photograph of Balad Sinjar and southern
slopes of the Fabal Sinjar



24. Steppe west of Mosul, alt. 1,400 feet. Vegetation consists of
Phlomis sp., Centaurea Behen, Poa bulbosa, Ranunculus
asiaticus, elc.

25. The palace of Hatra from the air





















26, The Fabal Hamrin from ‘' Table Mountain’, east of the Diyala defile

27. A wvalley in the Jabal Hamrin






























30. Fets of burning natural gas near Kirkuk
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31. The Little Zab at Altun Kopru



32. Exit of the Great Zab from the Kurdish mountains south of the
Beklime gorge

34. The grassy valley of the Aqr& Su, northern Assyrian plains









36. The ruin mounds of Nineveh and the Mosul plain seen from the air



37. View down the gorge of the Gomel Su towards the north Assyrian plains




































39. Dumila Dagh, a spur of the Kandil Dagh, near Walash,
a village of Balik Kurds

40. Bastion of Laiozha fort near the

watershed between the Great and Little

Zabs. Shakh-i-Bairamkhan in the back-
ground



























42. The upper Surriya rapids on the Alana Su, Khalifan gorge
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47. Bejan Dagh from Ruwandiz

i)

48. Chia-i-Nivakhin and Dasht-i-Diana from Ruwandiz
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so. Kani Rash, Baradost country, north of the Barasgird, early
February



52. The Amadia pass at Selav



















































53. Euphrates escarpment of the Western Desert

54. The eroded edge of the Western Desert



55. The Western Desert of Al Wadivan

56. Shithatha Oasis. The sulphur spring
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58. View up Elphinstone Inlet, eastwards from the air



6o. Sharja on the ‘Pirate Coast’. View southwards from the air







































62. Fishing-nets and traps seen through clear water near Bahrein































64. Kuwait. The town and port
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66. The decorated poop and stern windows of an ocean-going dhow
of the Persian Gulf
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68. The port of Bushire from the air

69. The west side of the coastal range, Kuh-i-Bang

















































































“".-l‘rl—

-ﬁ'u-*r..t

70. Mud. Indian transport cart bogged near ‘Wadi', left bank of the
Tigris, Fanuary 1916
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71. Snow. Near Birissiya, c. 2,500 feet, Rukuchuk valley, Iragi
Kurdistan, 8 February 1918



72. Dust. A dust-storm near Samarra, 1930

73, 74. Mirage. Types of artillery observation ladders rendered
necessary by mirage






























=7, Plains west of Mosul, between Khanig and Fabal Ain Zaalan.
Dense association of Centaurea Behen. Alt. 1,200 feet, April 1933

78. Assyrian plains. Lower reach of the Great Zab, near junction with
the Tigris. Poa bulbosa steppe, April 1933





















=q. Assyrian hills. Mountain path leading to Shaikh Adi, north of
Mosul. T aﬂq} on left contains trees of Platanus ortentalis wm'z Salix sp.
Shrubs of Nertum Oleander on hill-side above path., Oaks on hill to left

8o. Assyrian hills. Dry wadi at junction of Kurdish foothills and plain
near Bingeli village, between Ain Sifni and Shaikh Adi. Ash-trees
(Fraxinus rotundifolia). Alt. 1,500 feet, Fuly 1933



81. Quter Kurdish mountains from hilltop east of Zawita village. Hills
wooded with oaks (Q. persica, Q. infectoria). Aleppo pine (P. Hale-
pensis) on lower slopes. Alt. 2,500-4,000 feet, Fuly 1933

82. Outer Kurdish mountains. Stream in valley below Atrush. Shrubs
of Vitex Agnus-castus and Platanus orientalis grow by water’s edge,
with Phragmites communis and Populus euphratica on bank to left.

Alt. ¢. 2,500 feet, Fuly 1933















84. Thorn-cushion community of the high mountain zone






























87. The Sumerian Gudea, 88. Sumerian type
Patesi of Shirpurla from Tello

89, go. Akkadian figure in alabaster



g1. Figures of gods and worshippers from Akkadian Eshnunna
(Tel Asmar)

92. Merodach-Baladan, Chaldean king of Babylon, and a henchman









93. General view of Kish

94. The excavations at Ur



95. Excavations at Khafaje (Akshak) showing the oval sanctuary
from the north-east

96. The ruined Ziggurat at Birs Nimrud (Borsippa)
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97. Ishtar temple at Babylon

g8. Paortico of temple at Kish
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100. General view of the Khorsabad excavations
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102. Archers and slingers a
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104. Battle of the Marshes in 700 B.c. fought in mashufs









105. Cylinder Seal showing worshippers
and a god in the time of Dungi of Ur

b0 e SO SO A S, B, SINERE e, R A o O, SO M SO S ¢

RERER e & F ¥ % % % e % LR

100. Tree and plough in coloured tiles from Khorsabad

107. Lion in enamelled brick from Babylon



109. Babylonian cuneiform script
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108. Sennacherib’s Prism, describing his wars,
including his campaign against King Hezekiah 110. Description of Babylon in
of Judah late cuneiform
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115. Bronze bands of the Balawat Gates, showing the army of
Shalmaneser 111 and the defeated enemy
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117. Lizean Hall of Ctesiphon from the east, with the Tigris and
western Ctesiphon in the distance
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119. Roman barrage at Qasr Kubbas, in the desert west of Hit
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122. The fortified palace of Ukhaidhir in the Western Desert

123. Bait al Khalifa, Abbasid Samarra
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128. Bazaar at Mosul in 1516

Tosque at Baghdad in 1516
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THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 275

failure of the British to press their advance, under orders from
the government at home, caused the more friendly Arabs to change
their mind.

The Tigris rose exceptionally in February 1915, a month earlier
than usual. The controlling banks above Qurna were broken and
most of the British troops had to withdraw to Qarmat Ali. The
Turks were almost as much hampered as the British, because the
floods which spread over the area west of Basra limited the Turkish
counter-attack to the desert south of the Hammar lake, and when it
was made on 11 April it had already been anticipated for some time.
The combined Turkish and Arab force, in numbers greatly superior
to the British, was heavily defeated at Shuaiba, and though after
four days’ fighting the British could not pursue, the Arabs turned
on their erstwhile allies, robbing and murdering the stragglers in
flight. Thus all threat to Basra from this side was over for the time
being.

Simultaneously there had been trouble on the Ahwaz flank, where
the Bakhtiari Khans and local Arabs had been incited to co-operate
with the Turks. German agents were also active in southern Persia.
A small force had been sent to Ahwaz which prevented serious trouble
until the battle of Shuaiba was won, but it then became necessary
to free this flank from further danger, restore the supply of oil which
had been interrupted, and drive the Turks out of Persian Arabistan.
These objects were successfully accomplished during April and May.

Capture of Amara. The operations under General Townshend
which followed and led to the capture of Amara were among the
most extraordinary of the war. The Turks occupied a strong defen-
sive position about 7 miles north of Qurna with advanced posts on
sandhills 4 miles in front of it, the whole marshy country on both
sides of the Tigris as far as Qurna being flooded to depths of from
1 to 3 feet, and much of it overgrown with reeds. The flanks were
secure, and there was no other course but to make an amphibious
frontal assault. During May sailors and sappers at Basra prepared
rafts and attached shields to bellums (native boats), while the infantry
practised themselves in handling and manceuvring the boats. The
attack began early on 31 May, when day ‘shade’ temperatures ranged
over 100°, the assaulting troops, engineers, field ambulances, signal
units, and mountain guns being carried in 372 bellums. Field-guns
and howitzers were mounted on horseboats and rafts, and the opera-
tion was also supported by fire from sloops, tugs, and launches on
the main channels and by any other vessel that could mount a gun.

































134. Civil Airport at Baghdad

135. The King's Palace at Baghdad









MODERN IRAQ | 287

revolt (Oct. 1915), a guarded agreement had been made to recognize
and support the independence of the Arabs of the Baghdad and Basra
vilayets subject to the safeguard of British interests and to British
control; Mosul vilayet was not explicitly, excluded. Next General
Maude, after entering Baghdad, promised in somewhat obscure
terms freedom from ‘alien institutions . . . that the Arab race may
rise once more to greatness and renown’, all, however, ‘in collabora-
tion with the political representatives of Great Britain’. In June 1918
a deputation of Faisal’s officers was told that the British Government
would recognize Arab independence in areas free before the war and
in areas freed from Turkish rule by the action of the Arabs themselves
during the war.

It was not, however, till the publication on 11 October 1918 in the
Mesopotamian newspapers of President Wilson’s Fourteen Points
that the possibility of independence began to be taken seriously by
the political public of Iraq. The Twelfth Point stated directly that
nationalities under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted
security of life and unmolested opportunity of autonomous develop-
ment. The publication of this was followed after the armistice with
Turkey (30 Oct.) by an Anglo-French statement on 8 November that
the two governments intended to establish in the subject areas of the
Turkish Empire ‘national governments and administrations drawing
their authority from the free choice of indigenous populations . . .
and to assure by . . . (Allied) support and effective aid the normal
working of the governments and administrations which they have
adopted of their own free will'. The Anglo-French statement marked
the effective beginning of the nationalist ferment in Iraq, and particu-
larly at Baghdad, where within a week the idea of an Arab Amir was
being universally discussed and widely approved among the Moslems
of the coffee-houses. But an attempt of the Civil Administration to
sound public opinion throughout the country did not at this time
produce any clear demand. Public opinion in the illiterate and
tribally organized countryside and in provincial towns meant the
views of the shaikhs, the Moslem clergy, and particularly the Shia
mujtahids (p. 327), the landlords, and other notables. Many regions
plumped for British direct control, others for various forms of Arab
or Arabo-British government, the mujtahids of Najaf and Karbala
for pure theocratic rule; only at Baghdad an assembly of Moslem
notables, said to be non-representative, asked clearly for an Arab
State headed by a Moslem king, chosen from the sons of Husain. The
Jews in alarm asked for British citizenship.


















































































































138. Dolichocephalic Arab, aged 30



139. Hamawand Kurds

140, Pizhder and Mangur Kurds
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142. The Great Mosque at Kadhimain
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Assyrian priest and deacons

146.

145. Yesidis from Sinjar
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149. Reed hut, Arab style, under construction

150. Reed hut, Kurdish style
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152. Arab pottery





















154. Stone and mud hut of the Assyrian plains



155. Qala Haruna, Baradost country

156. Chinara, headquarters of the Baradost Kurds,
near the Rubar-i-Haji Beg
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157. A Baghdad Coffee-house

158. A Country Summer-house



An Arab Merry-go-round

150.

160. Sabian Silversmiths in their shop
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168. The Haruniya Canal 5 miles north-east of Shahraban
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170. Ploughing a paln-grove



171. A threshing machine or jarjar

172. Kurdish peasant ploughing the Assyrian plains

































173. Irrigated vineyards in the Kurdish mountains near the village of Atrush,
about 4o miles north of Mosul. Uncut oakwoods preserved on pravevard site
in background. Alt. c. 3,000 feet, Fuly 1933

174. Albu Mohammed tribesmen transplanting rice in the marshes of
Haur al Hawiza, south-east of Amara
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177. Breeding-ground of the Moroccan locust on the south-west slope of
Yabal Atshan, near Mosul. Alt. 1,400 feet, April 1933
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178. Fruit-garden cultivation in Central Iraq



179. Camels grazing on Alhagi Maurorum (camel-thorn). Larger
bushes are tamarish. Kut-Baghdad road

180. Sheep grazing on Stipa tortilis steppe, near Khanagin,
alt. 750 feet, March 1932
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181. Sheep grazing on upper slopes of Alewrd Dagh, c. 10,000 feet,
July 1932







































182. Netting fish from a mashuf

183. Crushing grain by hand



LT = ]
% TN R,
)\ ot
1 o - . o 1
’ AN

g N
- '{'IIEIF ¥

R v U AT g

185. The bread-market in Kirkuk
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187. Baghdad from the air before the cutting of Ghaszi Street



18¢. Baghdad. The little mosque of Shaikh Omar and the Bab al Wastani,
since restored









190. A tinsmith’s shop in a Baghdad bazaar

191. The new Faisal bridge at Baghdad
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192. Ashar and Ashar creek leading to Basra city, seen from the air across
the Shatt al Arab

193. Ashar creek and Ashar town.
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197. Magil. General view from the air, showing wharves and headquarters
of the Port Authority



























199. Part of the marine dockyard and workshop, Magil
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202, Altun Kopru from the air



3. Halabja

204. Erbil from the south


































206. Kirkuk. Qarwait Kalahiya and the bridge over the Qadha Chai
from the citadel
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209. Najaf from the north-east. The shrine of Ali is in the centre and the Bab al Husain on the extreme left



























210. The walled town of modern Samarra from the south, with the ruins of
Abbasid Samarra and the Malwiya tower beyond

211. The Euphrates at Nasiriya




213. The upper part of Ruwandiz town from the air







































215. A mahaila being towed upstream against wind and current






























218. Falluja bridge over the Euphrates

219. Road bridge over the Taug Chai near Taug



220. View north-eastwards from the Pirmum pass, between Erbil and
Shaglawa, on the Ruwandiz road

221. Hairpin bends leading to the Spilik pass on the
Ruwandiz road
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ROADS 569

only a hard earthen surface. But it is everywhere a well-defined track
and has modern culverts in the south. From 5 miles south of Baiji
it is metalled or macadamized while passing through sand, but the
western slope of Jabal Mak-hul is rough going. The eastern slope is

Fi16. 85. East bridge over the Little Zab at Altun Kopru

well graded to Qala Sharqat, the last part being a hard desert track.
The old Turkish road through the Fat-ha gorge has been destroyed
by rain. From Qala Sharqat to Mosul the road is metalled or mac-
adamized throughout, ramped where necessary, and has modern
bridges and culverts.

Route [6]. BacapAD-MosuL

(Kirkuk Road)
Distances in Miles

(46) Diltawa. (9g) Injana. (135) Tuz Khurmatli. (160) Tauq.
(190) Kirkuk. (218) Altun Kopru. (252) Erbil. (274) Eski Kellek.
(304) Mosul. :

Principal Bridges

(133) Aq Su near Tuz Khurmatli, decked railway bridge, 320 yards,
23-span, plate-girders.

(160) Tauq Chai, near Tauq, 210 yards, 10 stone arches and 1 Pratt
steel truss (photo. 219).

(218) Little Zab, at Altun Kopru: (a) East bridge, 64 yards (one
Hopkins span 120 ft., 2 reinforced concrete spans each of 36 ft.)
(fig. 85); (b) West bridge, 130 yards (5 light Hopkins spans).






223. Khalifan bridpe, at the entrance to the gorge, at mile 61 on the
Erbil-Ruwandiz road
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226. The Ruwandiz road near Rayat, about 6 miles from the
Persian boundary

227. Single Hopkins-span bridge, 45 yards long, over the Ruwandiz river in
the gorge below I'E.'.'rz{rcmri'z , 63 I'mffs from Erbil




229. Iraq Petroleum Company’s post and pumping-station H 2, on the
pipe-line between Haditha and Transjordan
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236. The Hull bridge, Basra. Submersible span in posttion for road and
rail traffic :
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Fic. 94. [Ishtar Gate and Procession Street of Nebuchadnezzar’s City of
Babylon, c. 565 B.c. Southern Citadel and Palace beyond the gate on the
right with the Ziggurat and Temple of Marduk in the distance

platform-he-raised’. Much later.it became the house of the Babylonian
king Nabonidus’ daughter, who was high priestess of Nannar. It consists
of two chambers, the inner chamber being on the ziggurat terrace.

At the east corner of the temple precinct is the mausoleum of the Third
































































































































































































