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284~ CHEMIIMTRY.

ST,

Y the favour of my'worthy friend Dr.

Brockelfby, I have ‘taken the liberty
. to fend a {fmall pot of Opium, which I have
extracted this year from a few poppy heads
in my garden, and requeft of you to prefent
it to the Society, with my moft refpectful
compliments: as I make no doubt it may
be brought to the greateft perfection in this
country, and rendered at one half the price
at which we have it from the Eaft, and
without the leaft adulteration; and thould
be extremely obliged to you, if you would
be fo kind as to fend a part of it to one or
two of the principal hofpitals for trial. T
am of opinion a {maller quantity will an-
{fwer, as I am informed that what we have
from abroad is mixed with rice flour and
other adulterations.

Iam
Your moft humble fervant,

JDH'N BALL.
Hilliton
Aug. 13, 1796,
Mr. MoRrek.,
SIR,


















260 CHEMISTRY.

with good rotten dung, and often turned or
ploughed, in order to mix it well and have
it fine, either in fmall drills, three in each
bed, in the manner fallads are fown, and,
when about two inches high, to thin them
one foot apart ; or otherwife, to fow them
in beds in the broad-caft way, and thin
them to the fame diftance (if the weather
fhould prove wet at that time, thofe that
are taken up may be tranfplanted; but I
do not fuppofe the tranfplanted ones will
anfwer, having but one {pill-root, and will
require frequent waterings) : keep them free
from weeds, they will grow well, and pro-
duce from four to ten heads, fhewing large
and different-coloured flowers, which, when
the leaves die away and drop off, the pods
then being in a green ftate, is the proper
time for extracting the Opium, by ma.
king four or five {mall longitudinal inci-
fions with a fharp-pointed knife, about one
inch long, on one fide only of the head or
pod, juft through the fcarf-fkin, taking
tase not to cut to the feeds: immediately
on the ipciﬁon being made, a milky fluid

' will
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and take off the Opium; fo that the ex-
pence will be found exceedingly trifling.

The {mall white feeds in that ftate will
be found very {weet and pleafant, and may
be eat without the leaft danger; and it is
the cuftom in the Eaft to carry a plate of
them to the table, after dinner, with other
fruits.

I intend this year to keep apart a fmall
quantity of Opium from each coloured
Poppy, to find out if any one more than
another produces the greateft quantity, or
of the greateft ftrength; and fthall fave
feeds of each, to fow feparately the next
{pring.

I am of opinion, that numbers of inclo-
fures taken from hills in a fouth afpe&t,
with a very little expence, may be brought
into a proper {tate for the growth of
Poppies. |

I thould think that an inftrument may
be made of a concave form, with four or
five pointed lances, about the twelfth or
fourteenth part of an inch, to make the in-

4 - cifions






264 CHE MIS TR Y.

SIR,

HAVE this day fent you, by the coach
from Bridgewater, the Opium which I
promifed you; and take. this opportunity of
informing you refpecting the Poppies, If
you recolle¢t, I was fearful that the tranf-
planted ones would not anfwer, and am
now convinced, having a large quantity of

Poppies which had fown themfelves : when
of a proper fize, I tranfplanted about four
thoufand in beds, but not one fingle plant
came to perfection; therefore, fhall never
tran{plant any more ; and; not having faved
any feeds the laft year, owing to my not
being at home at the proper time, I could
not fow.any. The bed where the Poppies
had fown themfelves was five hundred and
feventy-f{ix feet {quare, from which I col-
le€ted about four ounces of Opium, not-
withftanding the plants, were very thick ;
and, to fhew you the advantage of giving
them fufficient room, from fome few plants
which were detached, I took from fifteen to
thirty-four grains: thefe had fown them-
: {elves
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Tetter “of inftru@ions for fuch purpofe, I
faid ‘I had colle®ted my Opiom from
double or femi-double Poppies, which ac-
cidentally grew . in my garden; by which I
find 'the produce to be more than double
what you colleted from the fingle: as
a proof, I will do myfelf the pleafure of
fending you fome Opium, which I have
abfolutely colleted myfelf this year from
one Poppy ; I fhould fuppofe it more than
thirty grains: twenty-eight heads grew on
that Poppy: it was of the femi-double
kind. I fhall likewife fend you fome of
the heads from which I extraced the
Opium, being far preferable to the fingle,
as appears from the produce of each.

I remain, SiRr,
Your very humble fervant,

Joun Barr.

Willitorm,
September 12, 1795,

Mre., MoRrE.

SIR,
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the foreign will not be more efficacious than

the pure product of the Englith grain.
J'have made trial of one grain of it in a
pill with foap upon myfelf, to allay.a tick-
ling cough which prevented {leep, and it
effeCtually relieved ‘me ; and this I repeated
the next evening, with the like fuccefs. 1
tried it alfo with a gentleman who had been
in the regular habit'of taking two grains of
Opium every night, by fecretly fubitituting
an equal quantity of'the Englifh, and there
was no obfervable difference in the effeéts;
from which I concluded, that there is very
little difference to be ftated of their compa-
rative efficacy, fince, upon withdrawing
only a quarter of a grain from the ufual
dofe upon a former occafion,. the night
feemed to be lefs comfortable;  but this
might perhaps have been merely accidental.
However, if, upon future trial, it fhould
even be found inferior in efficacy in  equal
dofes, yet when the dofe becomes exaétly
afcertained, I think its natural purity will
give it a decided preference over that which
muft be purified by art; and, in its effeéts,
I expect









