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. ' ( 2 ) _ #
(hﬂ;;mghadna mote Fits,) and refted pretty well that
' The next Day .(bcin% the 15th) they all came before

Sir Henry again, at,4rdley-Bury, where the firft that gave
 viderice was Mis. Gardiner, who confirmed all the Parti-
“culars above related, giving her Maid an extraordinary
Characker for her Sobriety, Diligence and %oﬂ-"&mv—
Ecr-.,, by which {be had gain’ the anea‘.‘! all the Neig bour-

wo0d. Before Mrs. Gardiner gave her Information, Fane
Wenbam fell on her Knees at her Feet, ing her, for
God's Sake, not to fwear againft her, and us d many Ex-
preflions of Feat left fhie fhould be fent fo Gaol, not with-
out dreadful Imprecations on herfelf if the were not Inno-
cent, and declared herfelf ready to fubmit to the Water

. Experiment; but Sir Henry would by no Means allow of

that Sort of Trial, it being Illegal, and Uejullifiable.

Tke Reverend Mr, Strwet, Minifter of Ardley, asked her
beforeall the Comoany whether fhe could fay the Lord’s»
Preyer? She anfwered, fhe could, and attempted feveral
times to do it, going on very readily till fhe came to Forgive
us oier Trefpaffes, &, which (he could not repeat, northefe -
Two Sentences_together, [Lead us nol i::m?-e?;spmfiun, bur
deliver us from Evil,] 'but would ‘thus exprefs’em, (Lead:
w1 not' into no Tempration and Evil,) ot [Lead us inso Temp-
sation and Evil,] or [Lead wsnot into no Temptation, but se-
tiver us from all Evil.) and thus fhe was try'd Six ox Seven
Times together.  When fhe found flie could not with all'
her Endeavonrs fay the Lord’s-Prayer, fhe try’d toexcufe’
Herfelf, by alledging fhe was much difiurb'd” i her Head'
by the Hurry the was in, faying, fhe wanted Reft.  Upon
which Mr. Strutt promifed to come to her, ‘and try her
again the mext Moring. In the mean Time the Poor
Maid had another difmal Fit, as before, and was recovered
out of it by Prayer. Soon after the had another, and when |
her Eyes were {hut, the Witch was brought to her privately; |
then the immediately flew at her again with great Fury,
faying, Are youcome to plague me here too? Youarea
bafe Woman, and more to that Purpofe. |

Befides Mrs. Gardiner, there were (everal other Witnefles
fworn, particalarly Saé?:u Aylosz of Walkerne, whole Evi-
t%:'gil ::emg very rematkabley T fhall infert itin herown /
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(16) |
itching Anne Thorn, but there was another who was as
: . inl%t as herfelf : Then heasked her what induced her
~ todo fuch a Wicked A& ? Shereplyd, the Girl had once
vexed her. Then it was thought fit to ask her, whethes
{he did not meet Amne Thorn on Tuefday Morning as fhe
came from Mrs. 4dams’s, and Threaten her, as (he, the faid
Aune Thorn, told her Miftrefs? She anfwered {he was not
at Home at that Time; Mr. Stratt asked her if it was not
herfelf, whether it was not her Familiar in her Shape 2
She confefs’d it was her Familiar in her Shg;e After
this Confeffion in general, that fhe was a Witch, and had
bewitched Amne Thorn in particular, they asked her farther
how long fhe had lived in this Courfe of Witchcraft 2
She anfwered above Sixteen Years ; and that it was before
her frlt Husband died, who came to a very Miferable
* End, and was fuppofed to have been bewitched by her.
Then they asked her what it was that induced herto enter |
into this Familiarity with the Devil ? She faid it was 2
~ Malicious and Wicked Mind ; for when any of her Neigh-
bours vexed her the ufed horrid Curfes, and Imprecations,
onwhich the Devil took Advantage over her: After this
¢hey defired her to inform them who were her Confede-
rates 2 She named Three Women of Walkerne, '

T hisis an exa& Account of her Confefhon, as Mr,Gar-
diner added it to his former Information upon Oath ; and
Mr. Straet alfo afhrmed to 'me to be true, and gave it in’
Evidence aftexwards at the Aflizes, of which more when
we come to the Trial 3 Mr. dreher, her Kinfman, was fo
fully fatisfied with this frec and unconftrained Confeffion,
that he declared he had not one Word more to fay in her
+  Behalf.

Mr. Stratt and Mr. Gardiner thought themfelves obliged
to acquaint Sir Henry Chasney with what had pafs'd, and
came to him, and told him what fhe had confefs'd, and '
whom fhe had accufed of “being her Accomplices 3 lcavig&-
it to him to do what he thought good inthe Matter ; ¥
Henry immediately fent a Warrant for the Three Women
whom (h¢ had named, and they were brought to drdley-
Bury 3 Fane Wenbham wasallo {ent for, as were Mr. Gardiner,
Mrs. Gardineryand the Girl ;  Fane Wenbam was put into a
{eparate Room from the reft, and privately examined by
Sir Henry, but could fix no one particular Fa upon any
one of thofe whom fhe accufed : In the mean Time dnae
Thornwasin as Vielent a Fit as any fhe had had yet, andﬁi:ﬂ
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(23)

Curiofity. Mr. Bragge was very defirous to have fome of

thefe Cakes p;eferve?i in_order tobe produced in Coure,
~ but was over-ruled by others, who not without Reafon
{uppofing this to be the Charm, would have it all burn, in
hopes the Effe@sof it might ceafe. And it is remar
that after the buming thefe Feathers the Maid was better,
and had no more Fitstill the Affizes: But ftill was di-
fiurbed with the Noife of Scratchings, and Appearaices of
Cats, till Mr. Chauney kill'd one of them which knocked at
the Door, and after that the difmal Cries ceafed.

I cannot hereomit onePart of the Mdirﬂal Informa-

,»ti}ﬂen?_tf Aune Thorn, taken before Sir Henry Channcy, March
the 1tt. : "

She fays, That in the Morning of the 26th of February, as
fbe was lying in Bed, [be faw a Cat futing in the W lqug
“which fpoke to her, and told ber [be fhould bave more Pins ; and
#hat cafting ber Eyes on the Sheets, fhe [aw a Iarbgt- crooked Pin,
but would not touch it, and bid ber Flead in the Bed-cloashs,
and foon after that looked in the fame Place, and the Pin was
gone, as was the Catalfo, it ity

She faysalfo, That on Friday the29th of February, in the
_ Afternoon, Jane Wenham appeared to bher at the Window, and
call'd to ber, bidding ber come sut of the Doors, byt fbe told
ber [be would not come, and repeated the Lord's Prayer ; thet
#hen Jane Wenhamdifappeared , but afterwards came Twice 1o
the Window again, and finding her Reading, went away, and
sroubled ber no more., 5]

I have now finithed my.Relation of what palt before the
Trial ; .and for the fake of Brevity, and to prevent Repeti-
tions, I have cafi the whole Subftance of the Informations
into. the Form of a continued Narrative, but with that

Care and Caution, that as nothing that was fworn to is
omitted, fo neither is any Thing material related, bug
what isupon Oath. Come we now to the Proceedings at the
Adlizes. We found great Difficulties at the very firft, moft
Pmp}ehwho Ii:adi{een ?‘oéhg:g of it Iglderﬁﬂ'elves, nor heﬂ_.d
any Thing, but imperfect Stories, ying Reports,
ing very inclinable to believe nothing at all of it ; but this
did not {o much difcourage us, asa Miftake which we have
too much Reafon to believe was wilful, in laying the In-
di¢tment, We were told very confidently, that if we laid
i for bewitching Amne 200w it would not amount to Fe-
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" The Reader may obferve, by this Narrative; every Cir-
cumftance, of which was over and over Sworn toin Court,
¢hat there were Three Things which fixed this Witch-.
craft upon the Prifoner: 1ft, Her threatning Anne Thorn
after her fielt runnimg to fetch Sticks, (which was contained
in Anne Thern's Information upon Qath, and read in Court,
(he not being able to give her Evideuce becaufe of her |
Fits;) And 2dly, The Maid’s conftant Recovery nut*ﬂf |
them upou fane Wenbam's coming to her, and her crying
out of her in all her Intervals: And 3dly, It was fix'd up-
on her fiiil more firongly by her own Confeflion, which

was at large attefted by Mr. Straet, and M, Gardiner, in

the Court ; and as for the Circumftance of the Cat there
were Four Witnefles to that part of the Chargs, part, 1
fay, only of the Charge the Profecutors laid upon fane Wen=
bam, altho’ it was unaccountably made the whole of
the Indi¢tment. 8 |

But before I makeany more Obfervations upon all thefe
amazing Circumftances, Imuft hear acquaint my Reader,
that Jane Wenham, after her Condemnation, told #illiam
Borronghs of Walkerne, who went to {ee her in Prifon, that
dnne Thorn {hould not be well yet, and threatned  alfoano-
ther of Walkerne, viz. Anne Street, (who had been in the
like Condition with Aune Thorn for {feveral Days before,)
that fhe thould alfo be worfe: This Wulliam Borroughs at-
tefted to me with his own Mouth, and {fad Experience
proved it tobe too true. I fhall referve the whole Story of
the Sufferings of Amne Street to an Appendix, and proceed
to relate how the Witches Words were made good to
Anie Thorn, |

Soon after fhe was returned from Hertford, on the sth of
AMarch, at Night fhe faid the faw Fane Wenbam at the Win-
dow, that fhe called to her, faying, I will Torment you to
Night, and that Nigha fhe had a Terrible Fit, and was of-
ten fadly pinched in the Breatt, and other Parts of the Bo- .
dy ; the Marks of which remained very plain for feveral
Days; I myllf faw one of thefe Marks on her Brealt,
which was as big as a Sixpence, and  turued to a blackifh
Colour. The next Day fhe had many Fits, out of which .
{he was recovered by Prayers. Inftead of having Pins
brought to her, {he was now tempted to defiroy hesfelfy by
a Knife convey’d to her Hands, (he knew not how, with |
which fhe was told (he muft kill berfelf. They continu-
ed praying by her all that Day, yet fhe was ever and anon
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. (33)
‘other of her Diforder ? That fhe fhould chufe fuch an Unlocky Time
‘§or afting thisParr, as when her Knee was juft fer, sather than when
fhe was ftrong and able to run, that [he fhould be able of herfelf s
run at the prodigions Rate fhe did, not lefi than Eighe or Nive Miles
per Hour, acd to coungerfeit even Death icfelf one Mioure, and K-
ftore herielt to Health the very nexr, and that fhe fhenld pue her-
felf to all chis Trouble for no IManuer of Pleafure or Profir, isfo v
maconceivable, fo wholly unaccountable, that Tmaft needs Gyl (hall
mever have Faith dnough to believe fuch an Heap of Abfurdities.
Then, that the Prifoner oo fhould come into the Ploc againft her.
felf, and confefs chacfhe had bewitched chis Maid, and chis withoue
any Force, or Conflrainr, any Threatning, or other ill Ufage, 1o
bring her to this Cogpfefficn, (for the Trul'l’l of which we 'as.pca] to
Mr. Archer himfelf, her Kinfman, who was prefent when fhe copa
fefs’d o Mr. Garginer and Mr, S/Pus,) thac fhe (hould pame the
Time when (he mace a League with the Devil, when there was no fuch
Thing, and by this briag herlelt o a fhameful Death, is another Dif-
ficulty, which my free thinking will not fuffer me ro fwallow.
" As for the Charadter of Fane Wenham, 1 would nct foul my
with ir, were it not irduftriovfly reported by fome Peoplc that kaow
nothing of her ; only 1o difcredic a Story, they are unwilling to he-
licve char fhe is a very good Woman. It a conrinued Courfe of Idle-
neh and Thievery, for many Years together, if che Charafler of a
Whore, and che Prattice of common Swearing and Curfing, will de-
nominate a good Woman, we arc willing to allow Fare Wenbam ¢o he
one ; nay, upon Second Thoughts, we will allow it upon eafier Tenms,
if fhe can fid any one in the Parifh thar will fay thgr he chinks hec
fo, we will fay fo teo: Nay, if fhe can per(wade her own Hus
to fay fo, we will not ftand cuc ; bur the Truth of the Bufinefs is,
‘that her neareft Belations thinks fhe defervestro die, and that
'other Accounrsthan Wiccheraft.  Befides the many Felonies fhe has
\been fufpeted to have commitied, there are more than ooe thac fhe
lhas confefs’d ; o that if the Neighbourhood had been defirous to
trouble her, they might have taken a much eafier Courfe, and have
proved her a Thief with lefs Difficulty than they have convifted her
2 Wictch, 1o fhorr, there is this difference between the Charaler
of Aune Thorn and Fare Wenbam, thac che former had no Body’s il
'Word, and the Laster no Body’s gocd ome ; and it was obfcrvable,
hac acthe Tryal not one Perfen, no, notany of her own Children
o much asappeard o fpeak to her Repusation. b5
Now Jet the Reader refleé upan the whole Evi#ncr, let him put
thefe Things together, and we doubr not but he will be fatisned
ith our Proccedings: We had born with this Woman for magy
ears after [he had been fufpetted by her Witchcrafis to ave canfetl
he Death of Three Perfons, a Woman and Two Children ; we had
with her Thefcs and ill Tongue with a grear deal of Pacience 4
ut when Mr. Gardiner faw fo many firange Things in bis own Houfe,
ud fo much Reafon to think they were goeafioned by tifis Weman’s
lickedoefs, he womld have btcﬂFt?aﬂ:iugin hfs Dury 1o his Neigh-
; | bohim -













