An advertisement occasion'd by some passages in Sir R. Manningham's
diary lately publish'd. / By J. Douglas.

Contributors
Douglas, James, 1675-1742.

Publication/Creation

London : Printed for J. Roberts, in Warwick-Lane; and J. Pemberton, against
St. Dunstan's Church, in Fleet-Street, 1727.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/dkec8du3

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/







O N

SoME PAsSsAcES

In Sir R. MANNINGHAM'S
D I A R Y? @Jfa

@ ba] Am oblig'd to Sir Rich-
¥ ard Manningbam, for

the Jultice he has done
| ~ me in his Diary late-
ly publifh’d, by owning, p. zo0.
that when he talk’d to me of the
Affair of Mary Tofts, 1 told
B him,
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him, in a peremptory Manner,
that 1t muit be a Cheat; and
likewide, p. 32. that I afiifted him
1n perfuading and preparing that
unhappy Woman to make a
Difcovery of the Truth. But
as from {fome other Paflages of
his Book, elpecially Two or
Three Expreflions related by
him as mine, People may be
led to believe, that, for {ome
Time at leaft, I was of the
{ame Opinion of which he has
candidly enough acknowledged
himfelf to have been ; I think
it incumbent on me, 1in the
fame publick Manner, to give a
fhort Account of my Behaviour,
clpectally fuch Parts of it as
have been, or may be, excepted
againft, fince I firft heard of

| this



L 3]
this extraordinary Delivery of
Rabbits.

I begin by declaring it to
have been always my firm Opi-

nion, that this Report was

falfe ; in the Firft Place, be-
caufe I never could conceive the

Generation of a perfect Rab-
bit in the Uterus of a Woman
to be poflible, it being contra-
di¢tory to all that is hitherto
known, both from Realon and
Experience, concerning the or-
dinary, as well as extraordi-
nary Procedure of Nature, in
the Formation of a Feetus: And,
in the next Place, becaufe I
never could conceive 1t practi.
cable, that any fuch Subltances,
as were talk’d of, fhould be

B 2 thruft
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thruft up, through the narrow
Neck, into the Cavity of that
Organ; that being repugnant
to the Structure of the Part {o
well known from Anatomy.
Thele I gave openly, as my Sen-
timents of the Matter, in all
Companies where I had “ Oc-
cafion to mention 1t, while
the Woman remain'd at Guil-
ford, notwithftanding the re-
peated Confirmations of it, by
new and {pecious Appearances
of Falts, with which the Town
was every Day alarm’d.

But from the Time that the
Woman was brought to the Ba-
gni0, in Leswcefter-Frelds, ¥ did
not {o publickly and frequently

| - talk
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talk againft the Impofture, as i
had before done; nor rail at
thofe who {uffer’d themfielves to
be impos'd on, with all that 1li-
Nature and Noife with which

{ome others continu’d to do.

On Wedne[day the 3oth of
November, about One o'Clock
in the Morning, I receiv’d the
following Letter from Mr. St.

Andre.

SIR,

Have brought the Womian
& from Guilford to the Bagnio
wn Leicefter-Fields.  She bhas now
a lwe Rabbit m bevr, and I
expect [bostly a Delvery; you

| | will
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 That there was nothing in
the Vagma, nor, asIbelievd,
in the Uterus of that Woman;
that the Motions of her Belly
were very difterent from thofe
caus'd by a Child, or any other
living Animal; and therefore
were probably Hylterick, or
only Convulfive Contractions
of the Mulcles of the Abdo-
men ; and that the Moifture
which fhe {queez'd out of her
Nipples, was not really Milk.”

That there was nothing in

the Vagina, Mr. St. André own-
ed, ftrenuoufly denying all I
had faid befides: But as I did
not go there to dilpute, the
Converfation became general,
and chang’d to fomething elfe.

A



B
A little while afterwards, Mr:
St. Andrvé told me, that tho’
he had given me his Word, in
his Letter, that I fhould de-
liver the Woman ; neverthelefs,
as 1t was agreeable to his Ma-

jefty’s Pleafure that he fhould
carry Sir Richard Mannimgham
down with him to Gulford,
he muft beg {o far to be ex-
cusd from his Promife, as that

I would allow this Gentleman
to perform that Office firft, af-
{uring me withal, that as the
Rabbits were always brought
away in Pieces, I fhould foon
have a full Opportunity of be-
ing fatisfy’d of the Truth.

I anfwer'd, That it was pet-
fectly indifferent to me, whe-
' ther
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ther T deliver'd her firft or laft
only I begg’'d thele Two Con-
ditions might be agreed to, nei-
ther'of which, as I conceiv’d,
could be reckon’d an Incroach-

meft on the Privilege he now
claim'd for Sir Richard.

Firft, that before any thing
was brought away, I might be
allow’d to feel it while in the
Cervix Uterz before it pafled
thro’ the Os Tince ; becaufe,
by any thing lefs than that, it
would be in vain for him to
endeavour to convince me that
it really came from the Uterus.

" Secondly, That Ms. Chefel
den might be {ent for, and Mr.

Amyand and he be allow’d the
C fame

ar
-
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fame Liberty which I ask'd for
mylelf. WA

Both Sir Richard and Mr. St
Andre accepted thefe Conditi-
ons ; but it was not without fome
Difficulty that I could perfuade
them to call in Mr. Chefelden.
Ilikewife, afterwards, propoesd
that more Accoucheurs, Surgeons
“and Phyficians too, than they
had upon their Lift, might be
defir'd toattend; butthisIcould
not prevail with them to grant,
till it was too late. . About Ten
o Clock, Mr. Chefelden came ;
and, among other Things, ask’d

©  Mr. Howard {everal Queftions,

which, however much to ‘the
Purpofe, I took the Liberty to

tell him, I thought not at all
| proper
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proper at that Time: The Rea-
{on Ithen gave him, I{hall have

Occafion to mention 1n another
Place. |

On Thurfday, December 1.
The Leaping of the Rabbit, as
it was call'd, ceas’d, and the
Woman was taken with Pains,
1n which all the Appearances of
thofe by which a true Labour
ufunally begins, were very exact-
ly counterfeited ; and I then
publickly faid, that from any
thing in thele Pains confider’d
in themielves only, I was not
able to diftinguifth them from
fuch; for there was certainly a
very great forcing down of the
Uterus, and Vefica Urinaria,
with a Fullnefs and Conltriction
of the Vagina, occafion’d by

Cz2 holding
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holding in her Breath, and
flraining down with Violence;
but I never perceiv’d them to be
accompanied with any Opening
of the Ofculum Uteri, or Pains
in the Back and Belly; neither

did they go oft after the Mdﬂﬂﬁl‘
of true Pains. |

That {fame Day {everal Pcrfons
of great Diftinction and Worth
did me the Honour to ask me
what had pals’d : I told them in
seneral Terms, that no Delivery
had as yet happend that Mr.
St. André and Mr. Howard fill
expeéted one very {uddenly; and
that 1 would not fail to give
them Notice upon the firft Ap-

pearances of any thmg that
look'd like 1t. -

- Mr,
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Mr. 8t. André having {hew’d
me the Proof Sheets of his Nar-
rative, which I read over in fome
Hurry, I told him, that to me
it appear’d to contain nothing
but a Collection of Impoflibili-
ties ; particularly that what he
{aid about the Formation of thefe
Animals in the Falloppian Tubes,
~and their pafling through the
narrow Endings thereof, into
the Cavity of the Uterus, in {o
fhort a Time, was equally re-
pugnant to the Structure of thele
Parts, and to univerfal Experi-
ence; for that, inall Tubarian
Conceptions, of whichonly Two
had occurrd to me in Twen-
ty Seven Years Practice of Mid-
wifery, the Fetus forces its Way

through
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through the Tubes, not into the
Uterus, but into the Cavity of
the Abdomen, and there {oon
kills the Patient. 1 added fur-
ther, That the Noife of {nap-
ping and breaking of the Bones,
which he talk’d of, mulft certain-
ly be a Romance, notwithftand-
ing the Number of the Witnefles
he appeal’d to; and that for this
plain Reafon, among many o-
thers, becaule it ® 1mpoflible
that {uch a Noile thould ever b¢
heard. He made anfwer, by af-

{furing me, in a very pofitive
Manner, that [ ihould {oon

hear 1t myfelf

On Friday, Mr. Sergeant Amy-
and defird me to go and fee the

Rabblts which Mr. Ablers had
breught
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brought fome Days before from
Guilford ; but I excus'd myfelf,
by telling him that Ithought{uch
Enquiries were improper at that
Time, for the {ame. Reafon
which I had before given Mr.
Chefelden. ' But the moft remar-
kable Thing that occurr’d to me
that Day, was, that having defi-
red to vifit the Woman, I was
dented Admittance, Mr. St. An-
dre and Mr. Howard being both
abroad I told feveral Gentle-
men, . then at the Bagnio, that
I was aﬁfrald__ fome new Monfter
was breeding; and went away
with a Refolution to return no
Inore. |

On Saturday Afternoon, Mr,
St. André, who had not only
| T {ent
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fent me a Letter the Night be-
fore, but difpatch’d Two Meffen:
gers tome that Morning, and left
another-Letter for me at Noon,
came himfelf to my Houfe, and
bege’d very earneltly thatl Wo'urld
2o and attend but a little while
longer,or promife to come when-
ever he fhould {end me Word :
adding withal, that if he could
but once fatisfy me about the
Reality of the Thing, he did
not care who elfe disbeliev’d it.
Thefe prefling Sollicitations pre-
vail’d on me to change my for-
, mer Refolutions; but during all
the Time I ftaid, the Woman was
without any Appearance of Pain,
and nothing extraordinary hap-
pen’d to her. However, I rec-

kon'd my Attendance very well
rewarded
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rewarded by an Incident that
fell out in the Evening, which
ferv’d to ufher in the Difcovery
of the whole Impofture, an In-
formation being given to the
Right Hon. the Lords Albemarle
and Limerick, by a Servant of
the Bagnio, that the Woman
had imploy'd him to procure
her a Rabbit clandeftinely: My
Lord Lamerick did me the Ho-
nour to defire T would be pre~
fent, and Sir Richard Man-
ningham wrote down the In.
formation. It was not, how-
ever, thought convenient to di-
vulge this Piece of News, tll

next Day, that more effectual
Meafures might be taken to

come at the whole Truth.

D On



L 18 ]

- On Sunday Morning 1 was
very much f{urprizd to find
a {enfible Swelling and Full-
nefs a little above the Os Pu-
bi2s,- which I thought I could
circum{cribe with my Fingers,
Several Gentlemen perceiv’d and
examin'd it likewife, but none
of us knew, at that Time,
to what Caunfe i1t was to be
afcrib’'d : But as it quite dif-
appeard before the Afternoon,
I then judgd it to bave pro.
ceeded from {ome flatulent Hu-
mours -colleted and pent up
in' the lower Parl: of the Ab-
domei.

Between Three and Po’ur' o
.Clock 1n thc Afternoon the:
‘Woman



[ 19 ]

Woman fell again into Pains,
- but not near {o violent as thole
the had on the Wednefday be-
fore. Mr. St. Andve and Mr,
Howard wvery confidently  af-
fured us that thele were the.
Fore-runners of Labour, which
they expected would follow in
a very little Time.  Sir Rs-
chard Mannmgham being pre-
fent,’ all I had to do was to
defire him and Mr. St Ada-
dre to remember their Promile ;
but the Pains {oon went off,
without any farther Appeardnce
of what they expected.

The Servant at the Bagnio
made Qath this Evening of all
he had inform’d us of the Night
before ;- and as from that Time

T2 the
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the Affair came under the Cog-
- nizance of the Civil Magiftrate,
the Sequel of it 1s foreign to
the Defign of this Relation
wherein I have taken Care not
to omit the leaft Circamfitance,
from which it may, with any
Colour of Probability, be in-
ferr'd, that 1 ever {fo much as
{ufpected that the Story of this
Woman’s breeding, ‘and being
deliver'd of Rabbits, mlght have
any real Foundatmn

I come:, 1n. the next Place,
with the fame Freedom and
Sincerity, to ofter the Reafons
and Motives of my Behaviour,
by which I hope fully to evince
that as upon the firft News 1

heard of this Aﬁlur I was firm-

ly
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ly perfuaded the whole was a
Trick ; {o no Part of my Con-
duct, after the Woman was
brought to Towmn, can have
given any jult Ground for ima-
gining that I either really did,
or was ever inclin'd to change
my Opinion. * |

In general, therefore, I de-
fire it may be obferv’d, That
even the greateft Sticklers for
the Reality of this wonderful
Phenomenon, did not pretend
‘that it was, in any Relpect,
confirm’d by new Proofs, af-
ter the Woman came hither ;
if I had chang’d my Opinion,
therefore, it muft have been
upon no Manner of Founda-
tion.

Further,
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Further, from what I obferv’d
myfelf, in examining -the Wo-
man,during my clofe Attendance
on her, and in comparing eve-
ry Day’s Experience with the
pofitive Affurances of a Deli-
very, conitantly given us by
Mr. St. Andre and Mr. How-
ard, T muft have concluded
the Credibility of the whole
to be 1n a declining Con-
dition ; and this Conclufion
could not but be very much
ftrengthened by the pofitive
Appearances of Fraud, {fome
of which I have mentioned,
chufing, for the Sake of o~
thers, to pals over the reft.
If in this State of Things,

any
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any Body can believe I chan-
ged my Opinion, he muft fup-
pofe me capable not only of
doing it without Grounds, but
in {pite of all the Proofs of
that which I firlt entertain’d,
that the Nature of the Thing
would allow. of, till the whole
Difcovery of the Impofture was
made.

But without infifting any
longer on thele, however
ftrong  Prelumptions in my
Favour, 1 go on to the exce-
ptionable Part of my Conduct.
And firft, The Refervednefs of
my Behaviour, in not talk-
ing with the fame Opennefs
and Freedom againft the Cheat
as 1 did at firft; which, how
: 1t
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it came ever to be made an
Argument either of my Igno-
rance or Credulity, 1s to me a
very greatMyftery ;and,I believe,
muft be {o to every thinking
Perfon, who confiders the Si-
tuation I was 1n.

For, in the firlt Place, as
it was of the utmoit Confe-
quence that the whole Truth
of this Affair fhould be de-
te€ted, becaule of the bad Ef-
fects with which it might other-
wile have been attended; f{o
I may without Vanity af-
firm, that the Town feem'd
to repole {fome Confidence in
what thould be my Determi-
nation.

To
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‘To be able to determine, to
the Satisfaction and Conw&mn
of all Sorts of Perfons, othei
Arguments were neceflary, than
Anatomy,orany other Branch of
Phyfick, could furnifh. Of thefe
the greateft Number are not
Judges. It was therefore undoubt-
edly very natural for me to de-
{ire that People would {ufpend
any farther Judgment for a lit-
‘tle Time, till fuch Proofs could
be brought of the Impofture
as they requir'd; and asI was
~affured, from the Two Rea-
{ons already mention’d in the
Beginning of this Relation, and
other Clrcumﬁances that oc-
cur'd every Day, 1T fhould

foon be able to bring, or,
? D which



[ 26 ]
which was the fame Thing,
to aflit others in bringing; be-
ing relolv’d to {pare no Pains
nor Attendance in difcovering
the paﬁ Frauds, as well as in
preventing new Impofitions.
This was the prmapal End I
proposd to myfelf 1n all I did,
and not my own Satisfa&ion,
in a Thing which from the Be-
ginning I believ'd to be {o far
impoflible, as that had I not,
with good Reafon, apprehend-
ed the fatal Tendency of it to
the weaker Sex elpecially, Ivery
much queftion whether ever 1
{hould have {pent any more
Time in enquiring about it, than
about any other Piece of News
which engroffes the Convﬁcrfa-

tion of the Town.
Again,
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Again, it has but too plainly
appeard, from all that has hap-
pen’d 1n this Affair, how deeply
the Reputation of feveral Per-
fons was engag’d in it, even
from the Beginning : Mr. How-
ard and Mr. St. André were of
this Number. Of the firft of
whom 1 had heard a very ad-
vantageous Characler ; the {e-
cond, tho’ a moft ingenious Ana-
tomift, Iallalong believ'd to be
impos'd upon; and both of them
{feem’d extreamly defirous that
the Thing fhould be brought to
a fair Trial, at which Icould not
help exprefling my Surprize and
Amazement oftener than once.
This I judg’d not only to re-
quire of me the utmoft Caution
and Circumipection ; which,

Fo2 where
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where People’s Reputation and
Bread are concern’d, can hard-
ly ever be too great; but it
likewife inclin’d me to allow
them, as far as 1t was in my
Power, both Time and Op-
portunity, firft of undeceiving
themfelves, and then of making
fome Atonement to the World
for their paft Behaviour, in
the Manner they fhould have
thought molt proper.

As thefe were the general
Views that led me into this Af-
fair at firft, {o they fervd to
conduét me in every Step of my
- Proceedings ; and will at firft
Sight juftify every Expreflion,
and every Action of mine, thro'
the whole Courfe of my Atten-

dance;
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dance; the{ole Defign of which
was to come at a {peedy Difco-
very of the Impofture, by plain,
{fenfible, and undeniable Falls,
~of which all the World might
be Judges, and not Phyficians
and Anatomifts only, who were
capable of determining the Mat-
ter upon other Principles. With
this View, and with this View
only, 1t was, that upon my firft
going to the Bagnio, 1 began by
making fuch Terms with thofe
 more immediately concern’d, as
I thought were moft likely to
put the whole Affair upon the
fhorteft and fureft Iffue, and
that I again reminded them of
eur Agreements, at Times when
I found them moft pofitive that
fome extraordinary Event was

to
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to happen. Neither could I
have any other Motive for the
Caution 1 prefum’d to give fome
of my very good Friends, un-
queftionable Judges in {uch Mat-
ters, and equally convincd of
the Fraud with myfelf, not to
trouble themielves, nor divert
~me at that Time, by entering
upon Amnatomical Difcuflions,
which I was of Opinion would
ftill leave Room for Cavils, Re-
plies and Mifapprehenﬁons and
at beft- could end in nothing
more than what we all alrcady
knew. But efpecially I thought
it improper that Mr. Howard
thould be ask’d too many Que. -
ftions, which he being unable to
anfwer, the Effect of them mulft

be only to puzzleand confound,
uot
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not to convince him; and there.
upon, perhaps, incline him to
take fome {udden Refolutions,
which would rather have ob-
firucted than forwarded us in
making the Difcovery, in the
Way 1 all along wantcd it to be
made.

In this Manner are all the
other Fa&ls I have {et down to
be judg’'d of ; neither do they
{uffer any Difhculty, after what
has been {aid, except in as far as
they have been mifreprefented.
This brings me to Sir Richard
Manningbani’s Diary which o-
bliges me to trouble the Publick
at this Time.

In
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In p. 21. I am faid to have
been of Opinion, that the Pains
which the Woman had upon
her at the Time he talks of,
weve of the [ame Nature watb
Labour Pams 3 without the Ad-
dition of any Reftriction, = But
I am very pofitive that I never
us'd that Expreflion (if T us'd it
at all) in any other Manner
‘than I have above related ; nei-
ther were more particular Ex-
planations to be expected from
me at that Time, the Company
then prefent being a very unfuit-
able Audience for a Leéture in
Midwifery. ‘But even this is
not the worft Senfe in which my
Words have been milconftru’d ;

for Mr. Howard, who pretended .
to
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to have been prefent at her for-
mer - Deliveries, having ‘made
Anfwer to what I faid, that the
fame Sort of Pains always prece-
ded thefe; {ome buly People,
either out of Ignorance or Ma-
lice, by joining my Words and
his Anfwer together, have made
me reprefent her as actually go-
ing into Labour, a Thing I ne-
ver {aid, nor ever Imagin’'d.

P. 23. T am {aid to have ap-
prehended that the Swelling
which I percewv'd on Sumday
Morning, was i the Cavity of
the Uterus, by which, i1f he
means that I apprehended 1t to
proceed from any Animal, or
Part of an Animal, either form-
ed or lodged in that Cavity,
| o I can
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I can very pofitively affert; that
1 was fully convincd of the
contrary, and never exprefls'd
any thing like 1t. Ben

P. 24. Tam {aid to have agreed
with the other Phyficians, &c-
then prefent,  in apprehending
that [omething would [oon 2ffue
froii the Uterus. - Whether thefe
Gentlemeneitherdid apprehend;
or {aid they apprehended any
fuch Thing, I leave 1t to them
todetermine; but that I agreed
with them in thefe Apprehen-
{tons, I utterly deny.  Itimay
indeed be true, that being then
{o much us'd to Mr. St. Audreé’s
and. Mr. Howard’s politive Way
of talking about every! thing
that related to this Woman, I

did
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did not immediately exprefs my
Diffent to what they faid (to
the Reafon of which Behaviour
I hope the Readerois by this
Time no Stranger) and from
thCHCﬁ'J togethcr-with my ‘ha-
ving put him in Mind of his
Promife, I imagine he has con-
cluded that I was of the fame
Opinion with them. If this
be not the Cafe, his Memory
muft ‘have fail'd him, or he
has miftaken the Voice of {fome
other Perfon thén in‘the Room
for mine; for I cannot believe
him capable of" ufing any un-
fair Means, to have the Latin
Proverb on his Side.

F > To
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To conclude, If, notwith-
ftanding this fair and open Re-
prefentation of - my  Conduck,
and of the Motives T was in-
fluenc’d by in every Step of 1it,
any Expreflion or Action of
mine fhould {ftill continue to
be conftru’d to my’ Prejudice,
by Perfons who think the beft
Way of eftablifhing their own
Character 1s by preying upen
thole. who have {ome to lofe;
all the Juftice'I have further to
beg of the impartial World, 'is,
that other People’s Words may
not be miltaken for, nor con-
founded wnh mine, nor Con-
clufions afcribd to me, which
the Malice of {fome may make
them ingenious enough to draw
from what I either have faid in

a Hurry,
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a Hurry, 1n a ludicrous Man-
ner, or at Times and Places
where I did not think 1t conve-
nient to come to more particu-
Jar : Explications.. If« this be
granted me, as I doubt not but
1t will, by all whofe Opinionof
‘me 1t 15 worth my while to re-
gard,: I fhall have no farther
Occafion to trouble the Publick
about the Affair of Mary Tofts,
till I have finifh’d the Confide-
rations advertiz’d by me {fome
Time ago; in which I'thall fully
evince, from what may be cer-
tainly known concerning the
Theory of Generation, from
the Principles and Practice of
Midwifery, from the Structure
of the Uterine Parts 1n a Wo-
man, and from the Appearances

of






