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ACCOUNT OF MR. STEPHENS, THE CORN-DOCT CR. 2627
x T

teftified by an irrefiftible fit of laughter, but was foon Afuc-
ceeded by 2 pamx}rfm of indignation, producing a 54:::!1
uproar. ;"*

The hermit, now detetted for the firft nme, began t.::
tremble.  Summary juftice growing clamarpﬂs, and fo near
at hand, a back window luckily prefented the only outlet
whereby to efcape the rage of the multitude, animated by
the ftinging reproaches of a furious female, and (he more
mortifying refle@ion of their havifg been inade fuch egre-
gious dupes.

Jump then was the arder,;d?' the moment; and jump he
did, and fo fuddenly, thay'he left in the lurch both feckers
and purfuers. Report {ays, that a gang of facrilegious rob-
bers eafed him in his fiight of an accumulated earthly burden
of fortypounds, while many true believers affert, that carry-
ing with him ing but the pewer of working miracles, he
to that famous ftation of Irith pilgrims,
0oL Patrick’s Purgatory; thus humbly
joining/his fhare of reputation, to that of thofe celebrated

of their tutelary faint, p. 5 £l A
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Authentic Perticelars of the Celebrated MR, Joun STEPHENS,
Corn-Doélor, No. g8, Fetter-lane, Holborn.

TH!Sixtranrdinary mﬁn, who, it may figuratively be faids
gives feet to the lame, was born at Chipftable in Somerfet-
fhire, in the year 1732, of honefl induftrious parents. His
relations are ftill refidents at Chipflable, and frequently re-
ceive mementos of Mr. Stephens’s liberality and affection,
In his youth he lived with a furgeon, which probably gave
rife to his fkill in cutting corns, though he himfelf declares
it is a gift from God.” Be this as it may, it muft be
eandidly acknowledged that no one has ever yet performed
the radical cure of thefe tormenting gxcrefcences with fuch
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2628 AccounT mr MR. STEPHENS, THE CORN-DOCTOR.

perfet eafe and fac:lllt)r as the fubje& of this fketch. Hr:
has cured infants from one year old and upwards. Some
may think it incredible that little children thould have corns;
we, howéver, are affured by Mr. Stephens that they o
very fubjeét to them, but that they are fofter and eafier era-
dicated: we are confequéntly inclined to think that thefe
painful complaints are not always occafioned by tight (hoes,
as is generally fuppofed, but that they are in fome degree
hereditary, efpecially as they are moft painful previous to
rainy weather, which is philofophically accounted for by
the celebrated Lord Bacon. As a farther proof that corns
do not originate from tight thoes, Mr. Stephens relates a
circumftance of his having cured a Scotch highlander, who
was affli¢ted with a moft dreadful one, though he never
wore {hoes or ftockings in his life; and it is well known,
- that the poor clafs of Irith, who are always running about

bare-foot, are very much addited to corns.

Mr. Stephens, although now 75 years of age, {till purfues
‘his bufinels with great attention, and is well known to the
nobility and moft of the principal phyficians. He has at.

‘tended the late duke of Richmend, and ftill attends the duke

~of Clarence, &c. He always pays his vifits in a hackney

coach, which cofts him above a guinea per week. A few
years ago he lived in Plough-court, Fetter-lane, oppofite
to his prefent refidence, which probably he left on account
of the inconvenience of walking from thence to his coach.
~ He is a very ftrong athletic man, and notwithftanding
his age, walks upright, and is remarkable for conftantly
wearing the fame drefs, viz. a blue coat with velvet collar,

a fcar]et_embrﬂidered waiftcoat, black fmall-clothes, white

ftockings, and a white hat. He has always a nofegay in his

bofom, confifting of a few felect elegant flowers in feafon,
which he generally procures from the gardens of fome of
the nobility he vifits. In his apartment, he has two ad-
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IGNATUS SANCHO, THE INGENIOUS AFRICAN, '16'29

mirable paintings of himfelf, particularly a miniature one,
drawn when he was a young man,

His operation in cutting corns 1s entirely performed by
inftruments ; having never ufed any liquid, as has been er-
roneoufly ftated. His manner of cutting is, to ufe his own
words, * peculiar to himfelf,”” and gives not the leaft pain.
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AsoriTIoN of the SLAVE-TRADE 3 with a Sketch of the Life
of IoNaTius SancHo, the ingenious dfrican, und Father '
of Mr. W. SancHo, the Bookfeller, Mews Gate. F |

IT is worthy of obfervation, that the unequivocal fjfdl}‘l‘]';'t{}n'm
of difapprobation of the Slave-T'rade appeared within a thort
time, in almoft every part of the world. The Congrefs of
1774 declared firft juridically againft .it. ‘T'he Convention
of 1787 required the Congrefs fhould tax ,the importation
of flaves. The National Affembly of F:_jﬂ{]ce in 1789 paffed
a vote of cenfure on the trade; and the Englith minifter,
with a confiderable body of fupperters, openly declared
their enmity to the trade; and it l;;!'s at laft received its final
termination by the patriotic and unwearied labours of Mr,
Wilberforce, who has now fhe fatisfa&ion of feeing his
praife-worthy meafures crowned by the royal affent.

We are induced, under this article, to record a worthy
inftance of the pmprisﬁﬂf this meafure, and an example to
ourfelves, ‘in the lifﬁ.'ﬂf an ingenious African, well known
a few years ago to/the literate part of the community in
London—we mﬁn Mr. Ignatius Sancho, a man who really
thought and fpoke on every fubjed, whether political, phi-
lofophical, or religious, without any narrow prejudice, and
whofé uptommon charaéter for liberality of fentiment on
all topics was remarked by all his acquaintance, and often
oned by Mr. Garrick, Dr. Johnfon, and others.

His
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His letters have been publifhed, one of whith}f;ddrdfed'
to Sterne on the deprefled ftate of perfonal ilavery in the
colonies, can never be too often read by the admirers of
fympathetic writing. ‘The writer of this article has the fa-
tisfattion to obferve, that this uncommon charater, after
confideiable reading, and much refletion taken up ina fate
fervitude, died a determined friend to genuine chriftianity,
of in its true fpirit and pra&tice. A portrait of him,engraved
by the celebrated Bartolozzi, is prefixed to his letters, which
are in two vols. 8vo. His fon, Mr W. Sancho, was
brought up to the profeflion of a bookfeller by Mr. Edward
Jeffery, of Pall-Mall, and at prefent is the worthy fucceffor
of Mr. Henry Paine at the Mews Gate in Caftle-fireet. He
is alfo, we believe, librarian to Sir Jofeph Banks, and col=
lects literary curiofities with the moit unwearied diligence,
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Memoirs of Mr. Joun SEWELL, the late remarkable Bookfeller
in Cornhill, 4

Extradied from the European Magaziie.

IMR. Joun SEweLL was born at Oal;han; in Rutland-
fhire ; we prefume, in 1735 ; as we find he was baptized on
July the 27th of that year. Of his family, we know no
particulars; but learn that he came to London in 1752, and
beczme the apprentice of Mr. James Brotherton, ‘who after-
wards received him as a partpe';; and that connexion con-
tinued till 1775, when Mr. Brotherton died, and left Mr.
Sewell the whole of his/property, with the exception only
of a legacy of 30l t?/:] elderly lady. |

Mr. Brotherton’was an eccentric fort of man; and Mr.
Sewell certainly’inherited, with his fhop and bufinefs, fome
of his harmléfs whimficality. When, in 1779, he was

chofen conftable for the ward of Cornhill, it was expected
that




