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Of the LIF E. of

DUNCAN LIDDEL, MD.

R DuncaN LippEL, fonof John Liddel a refpeGable citizen of

Aberdeen, was born there in the year 1561 *. He received the firft

part of his education in languages and philofophy at the fchools and
univerfity of Aberdeen °.

1579. About the age of eighteen, Liddel having a great defire to vifit
foreign countries, went from Scotland to Dantzic, and from thence
through Poland to Frankfort on the Oder, where John Craig, afterwards
firft phyfician to James the VIthKing of Scots, then taught logic and ma-
thematics *. Here Liddel, doubtful what courfe to purfue, and defpairing
of his future fortune, was kindly received by his countryman Craig, who

- afforded him his advice and afliltance in the profecution of his ftudies : an

obligation which Liddel gratefully acknowleges in a dedication to him of
the firft volume of his medical difputations . He was thus enabled to

~ continue at the univerfity of Francfort for three years, where he applied

himfelf very diligently to mathematics and philofophy, under Craig and
the other profeflors, and alfo entered upon the ftudy of phyfic %

1582, At this time, Dr. Craig being about to return to Scotland, fent

his young countryman to profecute his ftudies at Wratiflaw or Breflaw

in Silefia, recommending him to the care of that celebrated ftatefman
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Andreas Dudithiust. During his refidence in this univerfity, Liddel is faid
to have made uncommon progrefs in his favourite ftudy of mathematics,
under the diretion of a very eminent profeflor, Paulua W:ttlchlus % Sy tf'?_s

1584. Mr. Liddel having ftudied here for more than a year, r’eturncdv: v
to Frankfort, and again applied himfelf to phyfic. He alfo began .at the i
fame time to receive pupils, whom he mﬂ.rué'ted in various branches uf
mathematics and philofophy 7. :

"
¥

1587. He now remained at Frankfort for about three years, whena
contagious diftemper having broke out there, and difperfed the ftudents,
he retired to the univerfity of Roftock, where, fays Calelius, his company
was moft acceptableto all, but efpecially to Bruczus I, and mylfelf, as
well on account of the various learning which the young man poffefled,
as his modefty and unwearied afliduity in ftudying and teaching . Here
he renewed his ftudies rather as a companion than a pupil of Brucm’m}
who though an excellent mathematician, did not feruple to confefs that
he wasinftruéted by Mr. Liddel in the more perfe& knowlege of the
Copernican fyftem, and other aftronomical queftions °. For Cafelius like='
wife obferves, that as far as he knows, Mr. Liddel was the firf perfon
in Germany, who explained the mations of the beavenly bodies, a.cmm'uzg 1o the ff.aree ;
different hypothefes of Ptolemy, Copernicus, and Tycho Brake *° &

It was probably during Mr. Liddel’s refidence at Roftock, that he firft
became acquainted with the Danith aftronomer, who had formerly ﬂ'uai,_;..-_l_.
ed in this univerfity, and afterwards maintained a frequent currefpondenqﬁ'
with Bruczus **. For that Liddel was well known to this illuftrious e

periﬂu,

+ As fome readers may be ignorant s vho Dudithins was, it may not be improper to mention, t.'hltt ?1
he was a bithop of the Romifh church, and ambaflador from the emperor to the council of Tm:u i
that he afterwards embraced-the proteltant religion, and at length became one of the fed of Somq o
nus. He died in 1598 q. LR

1 A Scotfman might naturally enough imagine that Bruceur was Bruce latinized, and thence
claim an intereft in this profeffor as his countryman. He was however & native of Aloft in Flan-
ders, and is celebrated by his contemporaries as an eminent phyfician and philofopher. Hmns
61t read bectares at Paris and Rome, he finally fertled ar Roftock, where he died 1593,
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phrfmi, and paid him feveral vifits in the courfe of his journeys to Scot=

& & L] = 13 c ﬁl
land, appears from various authorities to be unqueftionable *. B ;ch "

icpholdii
In this univerfity, Mr. Lidde! had conferred on him the degree of maf- Orer Faner
ter of philofophy, which probably is the fame with what is now called
mafter of arts *3. L;&g‘ﬂ:ﬂ‘
- 1590. About this time, having greatly improved himfelf at Roftock in
the ftudies of medicine andmathematics, he returned once more to Frank-
fort, at the requeft of two Livonian young men of quality, who were
probably his pupils f *. But having there heard of the increaling repu- 1+ Cafli
tation of the Academia Fulia eftablifhed at Helmftadt in 1576 **, by Hen- :fyg;ﬁ;g;m
ry Julius Duke of Brunfwick, Mr. Liddel and his companions foon re- % meuitat.
moved thither. His friend Cafelius allo, after having taught philofo-
phy for twenty five years at Roftock, was now fettled there, having been
invited by duke Julius to the fame chair in his new univerfity. This was
~ an additional motive for Mr. Liddel’s journey to Helmftadt, where he no
fooner arrived,than he waited upon Cafelius, with whom from that time

he became very intimate, having lodged in his houfe for feveral years *¢, 15 Capiii
_ | Epifl, ded.

1591. Soon after his arrival, the firlt or lower profeflorfhip of ma-
thematics becoming vacant, by the removal of Parcovius 1o the faculty
of medicine §, Mr Liddel had the good fortune to be appointed to it,
chiefly by the recommendation of Cafelius, and Henry Grunefeldt an

eminent lawyer 7, 17 il
L + L # EF&?- dfﬂ!,'

1594. Having taught with much reputation in this lower depart- ﬂ:‘.:;}‘%‘:{fm 5

¢ i

ment, (upon the death of Erhardus Hoffman) Mr Liddel now fucceeded 4<ad. juiia

FIEROr T

to the fecond and more dignified mathematical chair, which according to reitirare,
' theteftimony of many of his colleagues and contemporaries, he occupi= 74"
ed

|

4 1t is probably to thefe young Livonians that Liddel dedicates his Tlefis, upon obtaining the
. degree of M. D. at Helmftadtin 1596. He calls them Fobu & Magnus a Nofden, brothers,
» knights of Livonia, the elder engaged in civil purfuits at home, the younger then fighting in the
. imperial army againit the Turks.

§ In this univerflity there are four faeulier, law, divinity, phyfic, and philofophy. The pro=
2 feflors, when admitted into any of thefe faculties, are termed ordinarii, before fuch admiffion
. ewtaaerdinarii, and they who belonging 10 a particular ficulty, give public lecures, puliici,

el

L
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ed for nine years, with much credit to himfelf and to the Julian academy.
*  During this period, he gave repeated courfes of le€tures on geome=
try, altronomy, and univerfal geography ; inftruting his pupils in the
whole circle of mathematical fcience, and particularly in the new theories
of the planctary {yftem, which uatill his time were very imperfectly un="
derftood or taught in that country .

-

1596. He obtained the degree of M. D. was admitted a member of that
faculty, and began publicly to teach phyfic. Nor was he lefs diftin-
guifhed in this new profeffion than he had been in the former. Cafelius
obferves, ut cum fe nemini collegarum praferret, nemini tamen in bac dignitate

Sz inferiorem gefferit”” *°. It is farther faid of him, that by his teaching and

writings, he was the chief fupport of the medical {chool at Helmitadt,
was employed as firft phyfician at the court of Brunfwick, and had much
pradice among the principal families of that country ** '

1599. He was chofen dean of the faculty of philoflophy, and while he
held this honourable office, he is faid to have conferred the degrees
of mafter of arts and doctor of philofophy, upon twenty pupils, fome of
whom became afterwards very eminent ; particularly Jo. Nendorfius of
Goflar, and Henn, Arnifzus and Joan.Wolfius, both celebrated profeflors

of medicine **.

1603, Altho’ Dr Liddel had been admitted into the faculty of phyfic
1n 1596,and had from that time publicly taught in this faculty, yet he con~
tinued to give leGures in mathematics until the prefent year, when he
refigned that chair, and was fucceeded by Henr. Schaperus *

1604. Having been feveral times elected dean of the faculties both
of philofophy and phyfic, he had the honour this year of being chofen
pro-rector of the univerfity **. :

1607. But neither academical honours, nor the profits of an extenfive

pradtice abroad could make Dr. Liddel forget his native country. Hav=

mg

4 His title then was, as appears from his public difputations—*¢ D. Liddelius Scotus mathematum

Prafeffor primarius’ y—or——*¢ fuperiorum mathematum Profefor’ —to which he afterwards idd-nqln_r
“ M. D, &3 Medicing Prefeffor Publicus,

e e A
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ing already made feveral journeys to Britain during his refidence at
‘Helmftadt, he now determined to retire thither for the remainder of his
life **. Accordingly in the beginning of this year, he took a final leave
of the Academia fulia, and after travelling for fome time thro’ Germany
and Italy, he at length fettled in Scotland  *°.

Several reafons may have induced him to retire thus early from public
life. Cafelius afcribes it in part to the follicitations of his friend Dr John
Craig, but chiefly to the unfettled ftate of the univerfity ; for {uch were
the troubles in Germany during the former year, that many ftudents un-
willingly left it, and among others a nephew of Craig’s, under the tuition

« of Liddel, who on that occalion was fent by him to Padua 7, Cafelius
fays farther, that Dr, Liddel went away without the permiflion of the
Duke of Brunfwick, and that had he been informed of his intention, he

* would not probably have allowed {uch a valuable member of his favou-
rite academy to have left it *2.

"1612. Where Dr. Liddel refided, or how he was employed during
thefe few years after his return from Germany, no information can
now be obtained, only that he was occafionally at Edinburgh, and pro-
bably lived chiefly at Aberdeen, among his relations. On the 1zth of
July in this year he was at Edinburgh, where he {ubfcribed his firft deed
of fettlement of that date, by which he beltows certain lands purchafed
by him near Aberdeen, upon the univerlity there, in all time coming, for
the education and f{upport of {ix poor f{cholars. Among a variety of
regulations and injunétions for the management of this charity, he ap-
points the magiltrates of Aberdeen his truftees, and folemnly denounces
the curfe of God againft any perfon who fhall abufe or mifapply it *,

1613. Upen the ninth of December in this year, he executed at Aber-
deen another deed of fettlement, by which he confirms his former do-
nation, and farther bequeaths to the Marifchal College, for the endow-

B ment

% In the dedication of his Ars Medica to king James, he himfelf fays, ¢ me quogue in patriam

yedeuntem POST EXACTOS ANNOS FERE OCTO ET VIGINTI in exterorum regionum academiis-« ;rrg‘
" wum in alizs Germanie, pofiremo in Academia Julia, ANN1S NUNC DECEM ET SEPTEM,”
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11:w1ng been afterwards judICIOUﬂ}F laid out bjr the maglﬁmtﬂa hls:l?l'_ _
in the purchafe of lands in the ne1ghbuurhnﬂd,nﬂw produces a very
fiderable falary to that profeflor. He alfo bequeaths his whole col
of books and mathematical intruments to the fame college, dired
fmall fum to be expended annually i in adding to the culle&mn,aﬂd 3
ther to be diftributed among the poor s, /' : 'W' ;

This appears to have been the laft a& of Dr Liddel s life, and w
probably executed by him while on his death-bed, for he therein 1¢ ]
mends that the deed fthould be more formally extended, * fbtrv pre
being made upon a fuddenty,” and he died eight days after, Décemb
17th, in the fifty fecond year of his age. < His body was buried
weft church of Aberdeen, formerly called St. Nicholas’ or the old tz:h
where the magiftrates placed in memory of him a large tablet of b
upon which is engraved a figure of the deceafed in his profeflor’s’
and cap, furrounded by books and inflruments, and accompanied w
fuitable infcription f. They alfo erected a pillar upon the lands '.I 1
him to the College, hEarmg a modeft infcription dictated b‘g h}m
his firft fettlement. *

1 TItappears from the records of the town of Abcrdccn, anno !ﬁ;z, that this I’l“ﬁ"?ﬂ%
ed at Antwerp, and that the expence of engraving, bringing over, and placing it in the
amounted to £. 933. 6. 8. Scots. From this plate the Head of the Doétor bereto prcﬁ:%r.l
cuted. B 71

+ Sub fpe beate refurreionis, bie quiefeit D. Duncamus Liddelus Doéfor Mff eus, _?3 :
Jﬂnerdm. Furm Obiir 1qme. ﬂm!mﬁﬂ" anno Mﬂﬂ.’ffff J‘El'ﬂ-f”fﬂ‘ Lff-——-ﬂr!rm

Fama pofibuma meritorwm perpetua teflis,
M. H. D, C. 8

Fitmedden fex alumnis Literarum E.fwﬁgﬁm in academia démimrgﬁ' dicavit myﬁ‘mﬂig
Liddeliug Medicing Dodor. \ ‘A
Sic fax weftra luceat,
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- Dr Liddel, having never been married, left the remainder of his for=
tune to his brother John Liddel, and a Sifter, both of whom had child-

ren, ** and fome of whofe defcendents are ftill alive in Aberdeen. One
fon of his brother John is well known to have fucceeded Dr William

Johnfton, in the mathematical chair endowed by his uncle; but the

young man having acted imprudently, was according to the author here
referred to, moft unjuftly deprived of his office **,

* Of the writings of Dr Liddel, the following, whereof the greater part
i fUill preferved in the Library of Marifchal College, Aberdeen, to which
he bequeathed his Books and MSS. are all that can be difcovered.,

1. Difputaticnum Medicinalium Duncani Liddelii Scotiy Phil. & Med. Doc-
foris, et Profefforis Publici in Aeademia YULIA, Helmefladii 16035,

‘This work confilts of fourvolumes in 4to. of Thefes maintained by him=
felf and his pupils at Helmftadt from 1592 to 1606 ; among others is that
written by him upon receiving the degree of M. D. The {ubject is * de
Melancholia,” and it is dedicated, in teftimony of his efteem and gratitude,
to the two brothers a Nolden formerly mentioned. To the firft volume is
prefixed an affectionate dedication to his old friend and et patron Dr.
Craig, in which he thankfully acknowledges his obligations to him, and
i)egs his acceptance of the firft fruits of his medical ftudies. Annexed to

 thefe Thefes are alflo, in the fathion of the times, a number of poems in

praife of Dr Liddel and his works, by his colleagues and pupils, of which
thefe few verles will afford a {ufficient {pecimen.* In thefe Difput ations
;ﬁf:e.ar to be contained the firft {ketches of all his medical writings, which
having afterwards corre&ted and enlarged, he publithed {eparately under
adifferent form. They are full of MS, notes written by his own hand.
Another edition of thele Difputations appears to have been publithed after

the
* <& Te Brucews amalbat, coluit Dudithins, Braha
Demiratur acumen genii Scotigena inclytus. |

8 T wero Duncane, aternum :?'ULIA' amalbit,
& JEternaly; tibi decerpis pramia laudes,

3t Records of
M. College.

32 Trads by
Sir T, Ur?y.
bart Edinke,
T304 . 126
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the author’s death, and is quoted by} Mangeu:s under the ﬁ}llmm- f

33 Mangeti < Unjverfe Medicine Compendium, quod nervofis aliquot Di Jﬂbummmém' in

g::;::?ﬁﬂd Jri Fulia quondam inclufit D. Liddelius Scotus, & e, Helmafladii :7115.” Dy

o Pl % ."’t
voce Liddelives g0 Medica, fuccinGie et perfpicue explicata, auclore Dumqna -

Scoto. Hamburgi 1607. 8vo. T SR

This work is dedicated to King James the VIth, and was perhaija Ul
Jithed under the author’s own infpe&tion, upon lczwmg Hclmita' )
this very year. It confifts of five books,

Lib, 1. Introduio in totam Medicinam, Cap. 4

2. De Phyficlogia, Cap. 13.
3. De Pathologia, Cap. 14
4. De Signorum Doétrina, Cap. 1o.
5. De Therapeutica, Cap, 24.

Another edition of this work was pubhﬂ-u:d at Lyons 1624 in 41::. byv
dovicus Serranus phyfician there, whoin a thort preface, finds much £;
with the incorreftnefs, inelegance, and what he calls "arela nf t'ha
Hamburgh, and boafts of having greatly improved i it.. Upon' cnm'H
it however with the former, and evena later Hamburgh edltm;r: _
-appears no other improvement, than his having reduced the wm’k |
five books into four, by throwing the two firfti into one, un er
general title of Phyfiologia §. A third edition of the drs Me dich
publifhed at Hamburgh 1628, 12mo. by Frobenius a hnnkfé]i th
with a dedication to Dr Patrick Dun, principal of the Manﬁ:ha‘l Ce
of Aberdeen, to whom he acknowledges great ubllgatmns, farha’ﬂ 1,
nithed him with a copy enlarged and correéted in the authﬂr’s o v
writing.  To this edition s alfo prefixed the letter from Caf&hus
John Craig fo often quoted, and which is dated at Hc]mﬁadt
1607. Frobenius makes no mention of the edition of Serranus,

o VAl ;
+ Serranus fhews a great veneration for his author, and miftaking his chﬂﬂlnf for
calls him * Duncasvus in arte medica wvere caxus, et Medicorum woffri Seculi ﬂﬁ: a
alfopays him his tribute of poetical praife. '
¢ Gente Caledonine Duncanus, et arte Pelafrus

¢ Divini Hippocratis myfleria claufa recludit,
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I De Febribus Libri tres, Authore Dincano Liddelio Swfa, Hamﬁxrg: 1610,

1 Sﬂlﬂ-

‘Dr. Liddel dedicates this treatifeto Hﬂnr}r Frederic, prince of Scotland
and Wales, fon of King James the 'Vith,and {ubferibes D. L. dberdonenfis
M. D. Tt is alfo republifhed by Sefranus alﬂng with the 4rs Medica, Lug=
duni 1624, 40,

4 Duncani Liddelii Tradatus de Dente dureo, ¢rco Hamburgi, ex Biblioth.
Frobeniana 1628, 12mo.

As the fubje of this treatife is perhaps. not generally known, and is

- fomewhat curious, the following fhort account of it may not be unac=

ceptable, Jacobus Horftius, do&or and profeflor of medicine in the Acade-
mia Fulia, at the fame time with our author, publifhed a truly ridiculous

- performance, and dedicated it to'the 'emperor Rudolphus the fecond  *5

in which from ocular infpe@ion, and by many learned arguments, he
endeavours to vindicate the truth of a popular 'ftory then current, of a
poor boy of Silefia, who at feven years of age having loft fome of his teeth,
his parents were aftonifhed at the appearance of a new one of pure gold.
Horftius ferioufly looks upon this wonderful tooth asa prodigy fent from
heaven to encourage the Germans, then at war with the Turks: from it
foretells the future victories of the Chriftians, with the final deftruéion
of the Turkith Empire and Mahometan faith, and a return of the golden
agein 1600, preparatory to the end of the world. This wretched per-

. formance Dr. Liddel takes the trouble to refute, as he fays, for the ho=

nour of the Academia Yulia, and becaufe the reveries of his colleague were
obtaining too much credit in that ignorant age, He appears however
afhamed to treat the fubjeét ferioufly, but employs the powers of irony
and ridicule againft his unfortunate opponent with much fuccefs.: He
fays, he fhould as foon believe that the whole body of the boy was made
of gold as one of his teeth, talks of idlé dreams and old women’s tales,

" and hints that the brain of a certain perfon, whom for the fake of

C his

35 Ya. Horfii
Tradat. de
aureo deste
Preri Silefiiy
Lipfic 1595.
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bats the opinion of Hﬂl’ﬁl'ﬂl&, prﬂﬂng the gﬂlden tunth to. be n:gp aff
and unnatural, and fuggefting that it was moft prohably the woik of the
devil. But the impofture, as tmght be 1magmed was foon after fhm'i i3
vered to be a thin plate of gold, fkilfully drawn over a natural tooth by

artift of that country, with a view to excite the public admita{mn ‘and
charity. ¥ el ety m"ﬂﬂﬂﬂi

. Artis confervandi Sanitatem, Libri duws, a C. D. Dsllore Liddelio d
1o delincati, opera & fludio D." Patricii Dunei M. D. &a. Aberdonia 1
1270, - , Haoilacous, r*:"#”ﬂf_.
In the preface to this wnrk Dr Dun, who ha.d ﬂudled Ph}‘ﬁﬁﬂiﬂm |
ftadt under Dr Liddel, fays, that having found the MS. among his pa=
pers, he thought ita dut}f he owed to the public and his old Il;laﬂ:ﬁﬂ.' «

complete and publifh it, or in his own words, * ad mfap.&am perdt
& in apricum proferre.”’ § RTES g . £ ) M.‘af

OF i felsy bE et Bidaial werki oF DESEAdAaihe authu#fb'i‘" s
{ketch does not confider himfelf as a proper ]udge nor is it now pcﬂ;-raj 5
neceflary that it fhould be eftimated with much precifion. They aj
however to contain the moft fafbisnable opinions and pratice in the
d:c-::al art, of the age in whmh he lwtd ; Dor is thf:re almnﬂ: any difea

el ¥ -r e PbE 3 ¥

, i m edical’

- . RSN B i1 | 1

-+ F He' concludes thus, Hﬂfunt pracipua iflins Libelli de aureo dente fundamenta ; ;qg%'[”‘ >
attingere nunc minime decrevi : fed ut dignitati hujus academia confilatur, feriis illis noffris ifta |
Jolum mifeere ; ac fimul ab bujufmodi feriptoribus obnixe peteve, ut definant fua fomnia pro M
ratori, fummifys principibus aﬁ.!rmim 5 .

1 In Haller’s Bibliotheca, afier Dr. L|dde1’ﬁ 'Dlher WTLL’.IDE'!, is mentioned I‘.II.: fo]lqr
being anonymous, cannot certainly be aferibed to this anthor. ¢ Uhnlverfe Mtﬁ&m& '
tabulis' guatuor methodice colleBa.  [tem libri fex Galeni ﬂrr morbgrum & fympromatum di
caufis, &5 Ficetia 1 595 ol

—
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medical fubjedt then known, of which he has not treated in one or other
of his writings.  His frequent quotations from Hi ppocrates, Galen and
Ariftotle, point out the fchool in which he had been ed ucated, while thofe
from the Greek and Latin Claffics, fhow that their works were alfo fa-
miliar to him. But the chief teftimony in favour of his writings is,
that befidesreceiving the diftinguithed approbation of his colleagues and
contemporaries, they are alfo mentioned with refpe& by fucceeding au-
thors. I Of his language it may be fufficient to obferve, that the Latin is
at leaft as pure as is generally found among medical writers, and that his
{tyleis plain and perfpicuous, and fometimes even elegant.

- Whether he publithed any other works than thofe here enumerated, is
fomewhat uncertain. Among his academical Difputations are two or three
fhort Thefes upon fubje@s of the Ariftotelian philofophy ; but nothing has
been found written by him on his favourite {cience of mathematics. That
he was well acquainted with Tycho Brahe, and paid him feveral vifits,
has been already obferved, yet no traces are now to be found of their
having correfponded together, or of any difpute between them upon af~
tronomical fubjecs.— There is indeed one author, of whofe writings the
character and authenticity are perhaps fomewhat doubtful, who is very
decifive on this fubje&t *¢. “Thefe mathematical blades, fays he, put me
in mind of that Doétor Liddel, who for his profoundnefs in thofe fciences
of fenfible immaterial objeéls, was every where much renowned,efpecially
at Francfort de Main, Francfort on the Oder, and Heidelberg, where he
avas almoft as well known as the monlitrous Bacchanalian tun that ftood
there in histime., e was an eminent profeflor of mathematics, a dif-

ciple

_‘- 1 Among others are the following. Tlomafinus de Scriptoribus & Literatis claris—Herm, Con-

- ringit Introduio in artem medicam, Hale 1726—pafim. In Cap. 5. 10. he fays, ** Nee fraudandus
“ fua laude Dancanus Liddelius, Fulie nofire decus, docirina pathologica ut compendiofe ita fatis exquifite
¢ expofita’’—Alb. Halleri Bibliotheca Med. Prac, 4t0. Berne 1777 wolo 2.—Schola Hippacratica, pp.
316, 317, After a full and tolerably accurate enumeration of Dr Liddel’s writings, he fays of the Ars
Medica, * Plenum opus, quoprater phyfiologiam, pathologia, therapeutica, morbi a capite ad calcem tradun-

‘% fur, denig; medicamentorum facultates & compofitio, willafg; ratio. Ex weteribus caterum colle@anca
& gradi®> —Of the Treatife de Febribus, he obferves, * plenum & fufum opus ad veterum faporem® 2

" And of that De dente aureo—*¢ Fraudem fuife, quam vir nobilis percuffo juvene detexerit.  Somnia Fa~

cabi Horfliiy et portentum excidium imperii Turcici refutat”?

32 Trafs by
Sir T. Urgu-
part Edinbr,
L574s pi 135«
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ciple of the moft excellent aftronomer Tycho Brahe, and cnndiﬁs ple of
that worthy Longomontanus : yet in imitation of Ariftotle (whofe &hc-
trine with great proficiency he had imbued) efteemed more of truth fhn\ "
of either Socrates or Plato, when the new ftar began to appear in trhe_mn{. '
tellation of Caffiopzia, there was concerning it fuch an interfhocking of
opinions betwixt Tycho Brahe and Do&or Liddel, evulged in print mﬂ:&l‘
open view of the world, that the underftanding reader could not but have A
commended both for all and yet (in giving each his due) praifed Tjrchd ;
Brahe molt for ﬂﬂronnmy, and Liddel for his knowledge above ‘him in
allthe other parts of philofophy.” Upon what authority this laft ci fhge
cumftance is founded, cannot be dilcovered, for there is no mention o ::T
it in either of the very full accounts of the life and writings of Tyﬁhm."'
Brahe, by Gaflendi and Montucla, nor in a large volume written by Tjrchﬂ >
himfel! concerning this new Star ; altho’ he there animadverts at gr

length upon the opinions of many other aftronomers, who had alfo trega%i
ed of it—Nor could any {uch controverfy have poffibly happened az ﬂrg
#im¢ mentioned by Sir Thomas Urquhart for the new ftar there fpokcn?*“ :

by him in 1573%°, when Dr. Liddel was t}nl}r twelve years of age. 3
is indeed in the volume of aftronomical epit] e of Tycho Brahe “a Icm

of the Come: of 15;;'}', not of the néw ftar in Gaﬂiopmia but it app o

and not Dr. Liddel #*,

* We find from this epiftle that the perfon who had the courage to oppofe the Danifh 2 it
mer refided in Scotland, and that the title of his laft and principal work was—Cuapnuranie reff
ﬁu Cometarum in Ethera fublimationis refutatio—Of this work and its author Tycho fays—* I ere
qui pra cateris ngflrum in re Cometica fludium elevare et oppugnare atbentavit, Seotus quidem nations fuit,
Medicing Galenice Dodlory, &5 Ariflotelee Philgfophie fupra modum addi@us, quem hic ngmwﬁi, .
ejus bonori parcens. Vult quidem is genere nobilis baberi, uti de feipfo nonullthi infinuat, &, o .. M.; :
Seotice quam Scoptice agit « « » « Cum multis enim e Scotia oriundis, tam do8rina quam genere claritm

acumen_fingulare non de cfuite Aty qui tam ingrale et averfs anime, tamg ; f#mfam ,E,Ewg, #ﬂ! o
gnegferet, hadlenus fenfi neminem®, Lib, 1. Epift. Psﬂrﬁnﬂm- p. 296,
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:'1-3-'1-&135 ‘the lzbove view . of the life and writings of Dr. Liddel, fome

ﬁdg‘emenﬁ may be formed of his general character and merits, It has
‘Ltﬁ? (hewn that he was well received and patronized by the moft eminent
i fehelars in evergr univerfity where he ftudied; and that in a foreign
 country, without fortune or the conneions of fam:]}r, he arrived at the
highelt henotirs of his profeflion, and was diftinguithed as one of the firft
.phyficians and philofophiers of his time. He appears to have always enter~
' gained a moft grateful fenfe of the favours conferred on him in his youth,
-~ and to have been warnily attached to his native country and his friends **.
" That he was alfo highly efteemed and beloved by them, is evident from
 the Carmina Encomiaftica addrefled to him in Latin and in Greek, by ma-
- ny of his colleagues in the Academia §ulia and others——tho’ it muft be
- acknowledged that there is none to be found from the learned Profeflor
- Horflius. T

Cafelius obferves, that as Dr. Liddel lived in his houfe for feveral years,

" he had an opportunity of being perfe@ly acquainted with him, thathe

was of a modeft and agreeable difpofition, and entirely free from envy,
altho’ by no means infenfible of his own merit. The fame writer like-
wife informs us, that he never fhewed any inclination to matrimony

~ (a fubje@ on which he was fometimes rallied by his companions) &

T many, no doubt enabled him alfo to make the bettcr provifion for his
- future fupport in his own country. The exaé agcount of his fortune
!‘- D cannot
,, 4 Amongothers are found the following——5o. Cafelius P. P Albertus Clampins F. U. D,

T beod. Adamivs F. U. D.— Henr. Meibomivs Pocta Cefarins Aead, Fuliz Poer. & Hiff. P.
[ Foannes Potinius Ferdenfis— M. Adamus Luchienivs— Cornelivs Martinus Antuerpius in Aead, Fulia
¥
i
3

[
I
L
I
{ and this circumflance, while it facilitated his departure from Ger~
I
|

Lﬂgffﬂ' Profeffor—>Salomon Frencelivs in :'::c.fp‘.’l Fulia thuiv Profeffor.

f Ina Poem addrefled to him by his colleagne ‘T Adamius, are the following verfes——
Buando tili tade urentury, Duncane, Jugales ;

( Utque brevi, wotis annuat almus Hymen )
Carmina et ifyfe canam ad grandem compofla cothurnum,
Accerfam et cunddoi in tug capla DEQS.

41 Dedicaiia
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W HE &mn& now be afcertained ; it muft ‘however_beer

thofe times, fince, befides his liberal dnnatmm td,r
. which he mentions inhis will ‘as only ¢ & part of bi
he probably beltowed no {mall portion of it uppajﬁi
and filter. But whatever fortune he may have noq;ﬁ
of an honourable profeflion, the benevolent purpofes to
ed it, will long fecure to him the grateful remembrance
whﬂe his writings and reputation as one of the ﬁrﬁ: feholars
certainly entitle him toa d1ﬂmgu1ﬂm¢lphcc in our Scottifh
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