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ment upon the former state of things, and has already done good
in numerous instances. Could not it, or some similar method,
be adopted by the extra Collegiate Lecturers 7 Where the num-
ber of pupils is considerable, something of the kind seems to me
indispensable, if any thing like a faithful and diseriminating tes-
timonial is to be awarded at the end of the course. It is not
possible for a teacher, when his attention is engaged at lecture,
to know correctly who are present and who are absent; and if
he should know, how is he to retain in his memory the actual
attendance of each pupil till the end of the course? Where the
class is smaller, such an expedient may be thought unnecessary ;
and there is no doubt that the teacher will know, and will recol-
lect pretty correctly, the general attendance and studious habits
of each of his pupils. But he will possess no recerd of this at-
tendance, no data but his own recollection, to found a testimo-
nial upon ; and should a certificate not be asked at the time, but
after the interval of some years, he will feel much at a loss in
giving a correct one.

Upon the whole, some artificial expedient for ascertaining and
recording the attendance of each Student, appears to me to be
indispensable for securing the value of the certificates given to
them. The subject is one of so mnch importance, that I am de-
sirous of bringing it under the attention of the College, that some
regulation may be enacted, securing the requisite evidence, and
at the same time relieving the teacher from unpleasant feelings,
in refusing a certificate, by enabling him to refer to a law which
he is bound to obey. I respectfully request your matured sug-
gestions on the subject, sensible that youare better fitted for see-
ing the different bearings of it than I can be ; and from the com-
bined opinions of the Lecturers, who are Fellows of the College,
some plan may be devised, of more practical value than the hints
of an individual.

It is obvious that no enactment of the kind (should it be
adopted by the College), will have reference to the present
Session. But it is highly desirable that the certificates to be
given at its conclusion should be as correct as the existing sys-
tem will admit of. I therefore beg that even now some atten-
tion may be paid to the subject ; and I trust that no considera-






