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Irrita nequaguam figna futura DE u s.
Signaque natura que non wmmtantia leges,

Portendunt [ubitum non procul cffe malum,
Vidinus hoc anno rapidum flagrare Cometen,

Sulcantem dubias multa per affra vias.
Quodque fuir mirum, vicino fole Comete,

Cum foleant primas arripuiffe faces.
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Phophetical Obfervations

‘Occafion’d by the

The New Comet, &ec.

IR Ge] H E Endeavours of the Learned Phi-
“""i lﬂfﬂphera of this A G g, to rob their
Maxker of his Honour, ¢~e. by

Heaw:nly Budiﬂs to thir Natural Cau-
1e5, and thcreby denying the Agency of Provi-
dence in all thofe things, is now grown fo fcan-
dalous, that they arc juitly contemn’d by Good
Men, every way as knowing in thofe things, as
themfelves.

As they take Pains to exclude all porten-
tous Significations from the Motions and Afpeits
of the Heavenly Bodies, fo they would fecm
to make the Starry and Planetary World inde-
pendent ¢ven of He a veN itfelf
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As if the infinite Power that made all thefe
vait Bodies, cou’d not as well have made them
fignificant of things to come, as have direted the
Wouders of their Motions. =

I fhall not enter intoa Difpute with thefe felf-
learn’d People at-all, but fuiting myfelf to the
more ferious Part of the World, and without any
Regard to thefe Atheiftical Notions, I conclude
what they cannot deny, thus, viz. That the
Great Maker of the World has fo appointed it,
that before the coming of great and national Judg-
ment, there are -ordinarily. Sigas in the Heavens,
and on the Earth 5 and that thefe Signs have in all
Ages, been regarded by the wifelt and beft of
Men, who have from thence taken Occalion tq
warn the World of what they may reafonably ex-
peét upon fuch Appearances.

- "As to the Contempt which fome Mey put np-
on all this ; making a Jeft of all the ferious
Part, and bantering the awful Regard that Good
Men fhew to them, Ifhall treat it as it deferves ;
that is to fay, with the utmoft Contempt, and
fo fhall bring the World to a Ballance ; for as
~they contemn us, we contemn them ; and fo we
. may leave the Quarrel where we find it. ~

Before I fuggeft what may come to-pafs, as the
Conlftquence of thefe Appearances in the Heavens,
which we expelt to fee, 1t feems very rational to
to put the World in mind of what has happen’d
in Confequence of fuch Phenomena as have been
already feen. A AR b i

It was the 27th of November laft, that we had
a vifible Eclipfe of the Sun. ; b
 The 29th of December following, was a tripple
Conjunttion of "the three great Planets, S:?rzn:;z,
* Supiter, and Mars 5 that Conjunttion being in Sagi-
varins, the Sun being at the lame time in Capricorn.
With.
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Withoyt -entring into the Aftrological Calcula-
tions, with which we might amufe the World on
“that Subje&t, and the malignant Afpeéts of th:
feveral Planets upon that great Occafion, let
‘us a little obferve what has already been feen in
the World, which may reafonably be fuppos’d to
be either the natural Confequences of thofe great
(i;)njlm&mns , or portended and prf:dx&cd by
them

‘That Eclipfe of the Sun, as it is fuppus d by
the Sons of Art, was greater, and more vifible, in
the Eaffern Parts of the World, than it was here,
and as it feem’d to portend great Changes and
Confufions in that Part of the ' World ; has it not
been follow’d by two evident and rcma.r_lr.ablc:
Convyulfions in thofe Eaffern Countries ?

I. The great and fatal Revolution in Perfis,
which has not only overturn’d the whole Go-
vernment and Conftitution of that ancient
and vaftly extended Empire; but, as we hear,
has been fatal to the Royal Family, and to
the poor Pmple and even befides a Sea of
Blood already Ipﬂt in that Country, threatens
the utter Overthrow of the Monarchy, and

~ the Diflolution of Perffaas a Kingdom ; that
vaft Country being like to be divided be-
tween two powerful Neighbours, the Turks
and the Mufcovites 5 and the Perfian Name to
be loft in the World.

II. The Death c:f' the Emperor of China, which,
as we already hear, has been follow’d with
great Confufions and Diftyactions 1n that vait
Empire, which they tell us, is like to be broken
in Pieces, by the Prctendc:r-a, (Sons to the late
deceas’ d Emperor,) who all claim a Right to
thf.: Succeffion; who are in the P;LId with

: great
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great Armies, every one feizing on what
Part of the Monarchy they can lay-hold of.

Had any fuch extraordinary Events happen’d
in this or any neighbouring Part of the World,
fubfequent to fuch eminent foregoing Incidents as
thefe of the Eclipfe, or the Conjunttions above-
nam’d, we fhould have made no Scruple of faying
that they, wiz. the faid Conjunttion and Eclipfe
were evident Fore-runners of thofe Events, and
plinly preditted them to the World, and that
‘we had been in the Right to have warn'd the
World of fome extraordinary Event near at hand,
and that fome dreadful Judgment was to be ex-
petted. ' _

And why are thofe terrible things the lefs to
be obferv’d by us, for their being remote, and
for our having no Share in the Diftrefs of thofe
Nations ? We may indeed, be thankful to Heaven
that we arc not involv’d in the Calamity, but it
is not at all the lefs a Proof that thofe Appear-
ances were preditting, and perhaps, influencing
them, and confequently other fuch or fuch like
Phaenomena may in like manner be prediéting, and
even influencing upon us, when they happen in
fuch Signs as this Part of the World are more
particularly concern’d in.

As I will not venture to aflfert how far Con-
junétions of Planets or their Oppofitions, or other
Afpefts may be either Caufes or Procurers, or Fore-
runners of fuch and fuch Events, and to fuch or
fuch Parts of the World as they more particularly
point at, 1o it i1s extremely arrogant to afhrm,
that they are no way concern’d either as Caufes,
or Fore-runners, and that no heed at-all is to be
given to them ; and thofe that have advanc'd
dich things pofitively, have fometimes found fo

{trange
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{trange a Connettion between the fiid Appearances;
and the Events, that they have been confounded
even with the probabillity.

But to come nearer Home, with the faid Ap-

ances of the paft Year ; it was faid by the moft
skillful Aftrologers, that the Confequence of thofe
Conjunttions would appear in unhealthy Air, un-
{eafonable Weather, exceflive Heat or Culd violent
Storms, extreme Heat long and fatal Dmught,
and other ordinary and extranrdmar}r Convulfions
in Nature, which would tend to the manifeft
Detriment of the Country to which thefe Afpeéts
had a regard.
- Now it is evident, that ever fince thofe Con-
junétions happen’d, Nature has, as it were, fuffer'd
Violence ; from what Caulfes, Whether from that
Conj unthn itfelf, as the Cau{e or from fome
previous ColIeEtian of poifonous 'Uapours which
thofe Conjuntions mght prediét, that, I fay,
remains doubtful ; but that it has been fo, let
that ftrange unnatural, or at beft, unufual Concur-
rence of intemperate Seafons, teftifie.

At firft, an uncommon continyance of Cold,
and Northerly Winds always blowing from the
WNorth and North-Weft, or North-Eaft Corners, not
in the Spring only, but even beyond the Sume
mer-Solftice ; 10 that the vernal Influence was
quite loft ; ot only cultivated Plants did not
gmw, or at leaft, did not thrive, but even the

Weeds in our Gardens did not grow as
uﬁlal the weather continued .dry and cold,
fterile and barren, bringing Vermin, and devouring
every green thing 3 and fometimes fo univerfal a
Drought, as threatned Ruin to the Expeftation
of the Farmer ; and infhort, a general Drought,
even to Barrennefs and Famine,

Without
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~ Without doubt the Influence of thofe Planetsy
the moft powerful Agents upon the Climate
which we live in, might reach into this Country,
attrafting, and perhaps, confuming all the moiit
Vapours which Nature may have at firft pro-
vided for fraétifying the Earth ; and for want of
which, that Drotght prevaild to fuch a height
as we find it did.

If that unfealonable Prought, which has been
fo univerfally fatal to all this Ifland of Brifain; anc
to the Nurtherrn Parts of Europe, for fo far we
find it has extended, has been occafion’d by a
ftrong Attraétion of Vapours from the Influence
of that great Conjunttion ; thén it may be true,
that the Grear Eclipfe now approaching, may have
Influences of like, or worfe, Confequence to the
World : Nore, that 1 {ay, may have, and tho’ per-
haps, I might fay, fhall have it, and with good
Authority too, yet 1 fhall kave it to the World
to judge of the Validity of thofe¢ Conjeltures,
by the Confequences ; only that I fhall take upon
me with the greateft Certainty, to fay, that at
leaft, thefe Appearances have as much probable
Signification, as any that have happen’d within
the Memory of the oldeft Man living ; and this
I mention, fignifying at the fame time, that there
feems to bey very firong Impreffions of fore-bo-
ding Circamitances, as well in thofe paft, as in
thefc now approaching.

Some are of Opinion, that the prefent Scene
of publick Tranquility, which at prefent {preads
the Face of Europe, foretels even of itfelf, a fud-
den Interruption ; and that it has been often ob-
ferv’d, that there never was a general Quiet that
held 10 compleatly calm; above ene Year at a-
time, over fo great a Part of the World.

May



[ 5]

May this general Obfervation be contradifted by
the Iang—laﬂmg Peace of Mankind ; md honeft-
meaning Perfon defires the Ccmﬁzﬁan of his Fel-
low-Creatures, in my Opinion; but this is cer-
tain, that there has not been for any Age within
our Memory, or within the Reach of Hiftory, a
Time when fo many concurring Signs in the Hea;s
vens, have come together, or within {0 narrow a
Compafs of Time, and all of them fo fignificant,
and fo Punendmg things of Confequence to the
World:

Eclipfes themfelves are not very frequent ; E-
clipfes of the Sun are lefs frequent than of the
Moon 3 but Tutal Eclipfes of the Sun are yet more
rare; and it is my Opinion, that none of thofe
Fc!:pﬁ; come without an Errand ; 1o when they
are o very remarkable, rio doubt but that they
ar¢ loaded with the more Bufinefs; and have Er-
rands of fo much the greater Confequence.

Let then the Pretenders to Art, endeavour i
what Manner they pleafe, to take oft the Awe
which thofe extraordinary Phanomena wounld juft-
ly imprint upon the Minds of the People, and
oppof¢ the haneft Intentions of thofe that look
}ugher than the meer Natural Caufés of things :
But ’tis impoffible, while Heaven {uffers Iuch
great Events to follow in the very Neck of thefe
Phanomena, 1 fay, ’tis impoffible for them to per-
fiwade the World, that Gop hgs no Hand in
thefe things.

5] SECT. IL
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bk 3SR 8 BEAREEHEER,
§.E C To M

Aving made fome Way in the former

Seétions for the Reafons which may

be given for believing the Influence

of thefe Appearances, 1 cannot but
think it will confirm us in this Judgment, if from
Hiftory and Antiquity I give fome Account as
far as the fhort Space of a Pamphlet will allow,
of fuch Comets or Eclipfes, as have appeard in
an extraordmnary Manner, and have fo immedi-
atcly been follow’d by cxtraordinary Events,
that it has been next to impoflible to feparate
the Sign and the Thing fignify’d ; and as have
particularly been allow’d by the concurrent Opi-
nion of all Ages, to intimate thofe extraordinary
Events.

1. Hiftory tells us, there was a terrible Comet
appear’d before the ten Plagues in  Egypr, and
the drowning of Pharoah and his Army in the
Read-Sea, Anno Mundi, 245 4.

2. It is alfo recorded, that a Comer appear’d
in the Days of Abrabam, immediatcly before the
Promife given him that his Sced {fhould pofefs
the Land of Canaar ; and fome Hiftorians inti-
mate, that it was by that Cumer that the' Cities
of Sedom and Gomorrah were fet on fire, and
deftroy’d

3. A great Fax, or Fir-Torch, or Comet, of
a horrible Figure, appear’d ovér Afriea, and over
all Spain, to the great Terror of the People, which
was follow’d by the Ruin of the Carthaginian

Empire,
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Empire, and after by the final Deftruétion of the
City of Carthage, and the Conquett of all Spain by
the Romans.

4. A great Comer was feen in Jaly, which
was follow’d by that furprifing Attempt which
deftroy’d the common Liberty of Rome, and fub.
jelted the Roman Government to abfolute Tyrann;(,,
when Fulius Cefar paft the Rubicon, and feiz’d
upon the Government of the whole Roman World ;
the fame Comer appear’d again juft before Cefar’s
Death,

54 The Star or Comer in the Eaft, immediate-
ty preceding the Birth of our Saviour, and which
was {0 exceeding Bright, that it thone by Day,
and ftood over the City of Berhlehem, where the
Wife Men came by that Diretion, to worfhip
our Lord. .

6. A terrible Comet which appear’d at firft in
the fhape of a burning Torch, afterwards in the
ufual figure of what is vulgarly call’d a Blazing-
Star, thew’d itfelf Auno Dom. 17, in the Sign V" ;
this was follow’d, firft by the Death of the Em-
peror ' _Auguftus, which then ruled the whole
known World, which happen’d the very next
Year; and »exr, by a terrible Earthquake in 4/,
by which twelve confiderable Cities in that
Quarter of the World were fwallow’d up; and
the fame Year in another Earthquake, the three
Cities . of FEphefus, Sardis, and Magnefia, were
almoft buried alivey and an innumerable Multitude
of People perifh’d. V. B. with this Comer was
faid to be {cen an Eclipfe of the Afoon for three
Nights together. -

7. That frightful Comet, in the Figure of a
fiaming Sword, which for a whole Year together
hung over the whole Country of Fudea, but ef-
pecially over Ferufalen before the Reman’s lee-

. B2 fieg’d
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fieg’d that City ; and was immediately follow’d
with the Deftruftion not only of that City,
but ofthe whole Nation of the jfm.: and 1100009
People pe,nﬂ1d with it.

ﬁ Anpe 367. Fulian the Apeﬂate havmg n
dE’IP]E;ht to the same of CuRr1s T and to the
Chiiftians, carefs’d the Fews, and gwcn orders to
rebuild the Temple of f}’err.cfa!fm in 2 moft mag-
nificent Manner ;'a terrible Comet appear’d in the
middle of -the Da'y,' which out-thone the Sur
itfelf, during which, (and the Comer juft then ap-
pearing very P"lI'thlllﬂrl)F Bright)a terrible Thun-
der breaking upon the new Work, or Building,
the Flathes “took hold of the Buddmg, confum’d
all' that was combuitible, and at the fame time
a violent horrible Earthquake overthrew the reft,
and 17000 Fews perifh’d, partly burnt with the
Lightning, and Part:ly qullnw’d up alive’in the
Ecuth ‘

. Anno 457. A frightful Comer of a vaft Mag-
nltudc, appear’d over Great-Britain in particular, in
the thape of a Fiery Dragon; out of the Head
or Mouth of this Dragon, there came forth two
Strcams of Fire, one in the :{hapa or likenefs of
a leng Fiery or Flaming-Sword, pointing towards
France 3 and the other a large and broader Flame,
pmmm# towards Ireland 3 which laft Flame
branch'd itfelf out, and ended ‘in feven {malier
streams of Fire, ponting the fame way ;3 this
terribie Comer was, befides the Calamities which
follow’d in the Ramm: Empire, follow’d by a
terrible: Plague’ in this Country, and in all Jre-
band, as 'Llfn {preading over all the Northern Part
or Eurape ; which Plague this horrible Pheno-
mencn was  laid not only to Preduﬂ: but alio
tc- Le the Caufe of.

Aryg
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10. Ao 1066, a very Fiery colour’d Cﬂmﬂ
appear’d in England juft before the landing of
William the Norman, afterwards calld William

the Comqueror ; of which the antient E.-r:g!{[b
Poets {ung, as Fﬂllows,

A Thoufand fixty-Six,
It was, as we do read,
Whenasa CoMmET did appear,
And Englifh-Men lay Dead.

. Anno. 1572. A horrible and frightful
Camrr appear’d before the Maffacre of Paris, in
which 30000 Proteftants were murther’d i cold
Blood in that and the other Cities of France,
and was follow’d by a Civil-War alfo.

12. Anno 1664, and 1663 5. Two Comets appear’d
impending moftly over England, and the City
of Lar:dwr, but feen alfo over all the Northern
Parts of Europe, and which were follow’d by that
terrible Plague, which fwept away inummerable
Numbers of People in England, Holland, and
the lower Germany ; and even in the City of
London, almoft an hundred Thmlltmd Pec:plc
died, befides more than as many in the other
P.:ll‘ts of the Kingdom.

In fingling out theie twelve Comets, 1 would
not have the Reader fuppofe there were no other
Comet s ’lppcamg in all that time ; I might fill a
Jarge Book with an Account of them ; butl fingle
out thefe more remarkable Comets, bec.ﬂﬂe the
Events which follow’d them, are more particu-
larly remarkable in Hiftor 'mri known " almoft
to all the reading Part o the World ; . and be-
caule they were more eminently obferv’d to be
portentous of thofe Events, which came fo im-
mediatcly after them,

Thele
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Thefe twelve therefore, may fuffice to evidence,
that our being able to affign Natural Caufes for the
Produétion and Appearance of all thefe things,
does not at all hinder that Gop may think fit
to order cven thofe Natural Effets c}f Natural

Caufes to import Good or Evil approaching ; as
well as that in Thunder, Lightning ; for which
Natural Caufes are always affign’d, and juttly too,
yet when Heaven pleafes to make ufe of them
to burn and deftroy Houfes,«and Towns, or Pco-
ple, they areno | ]udgments on thofe deftroy’d
Places than they were before.

Since then, there is fo apparent a Conneftion
between the extraordinary Motions and Afpets
of the Heavenly Bodies, and the great Affairs, Re-
volutions, and Convulﬁnns of this Lower World,
let us fee what Conclufions we may rm[unably
draw from the things of this Kind, which are be-
fore us at this time.

That there are fo many concurring Signs in the
Heavens, appearing at this time, fignifies, at firff
Sight, that lomething extraordinary may be ex-
pected from behind the dark Curtain of Futursty
the Fate of Kingdoms, and of Perfons, is in-
deed, obfcure ; but even thofe Obifcurities are, in
a great meafure, lin’d or mark'd out to us in thefe
~ things : It Cemets, Eclipfes, Conjunitions of Planets

and the evil and malignant Afpelts of Stars ancf.
Planets, are Meflengers of good or bad Tidings ;
much more may we fuggeft them to be fo, when
thr:y come crowded together, one at thE ‘Heels
of another, and when there are not only Signs in
the Heavens, that #5, in the Starry Heavens, and
Signs on the Earth ; but when the laid Starry Hea-
vens may be faid to bt‘: full of Signs.

I have obferv’d, that the late ﬂ:pp!g Conjuntlion
of the Plapets, Sﬂf’ﬁif‘??, j’y‘?rrfr, and Mars, hap-

pen'd
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per’d in the Beginning of the prefent Year; that
isto fay, the 20th of December, which I call the
Beginming of the Year, becaufe the Influences of
the Conjunétion did not work here, till the Be-
ginning of the Month of February following ; 1
fay, 1 have obferv’d, that this Conjunttion, which
fome call'd terrible, was fpoken of, as threatning
the Encreafe of the Plague from the Southermoff
Parts of France, to thefe Parts of the World, and
that it was to happen this paft Summer : And
thofe who delight in being the Meflengers of evil
Tidings, as moft of the prermdmg Prediétors love to
] da, fill'd us with Fears, that thofe Planets fo con-
join’d, wou'd cf:rtamly forebode the Plague, as
above.
. Ou the contrary, it was always my Opinion, and
I am confirm’d in it by many Tokens, that they
not only did foretel that we (how’d nor have the
Plague break out among us, but that they were
rmlly merciful Inftruments ro prevent st : Now if
we can once reafon ourfelves into a probable Cer-
tainty that thele Phamomena are reaﬁ,}f inftrumen-
tal to bring, or to prevent the Evil we fpeak
of, we may much more eafily grant, that they
do o and fo prediét 5 for ’tis eafie to believe, that
a Planet, or Conjuniltion, or Afpelt of a Planet, is
a Fore-runner of {uch a thing, if we can, previous
to it, come to a Knowledge of its bf:ing the real
Caufe of it, or but partly the Caufe of it. '
Thus 1 think the great Conjuntlion juft now men-
tion'd, which happen'd on the faid 29th of De-
rfme"er laft, was really a Sign to s for Good, asto
the lnﬁ.“f"f'r‘n in France, that it fhou’d not {pread

itlelf this v becau[c, I believe, by its Attra-

&ion and Inth {.n*e it drew off all the noxious
7

Vapours, and thofe paifonous contagious f--t‘!ff“

-1 S E bR T, | L )
whicihy the A mmthe Soutkern “l"‘ 8O0 ﬂ“:‘
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at that time full of, and carried them clear out ef
this Part of the World ; like as 1 obferve, it has
drawn away the moift Vapours of another Kind,
that us’d to fupply the neceflary Rains, and by
which Means the Air has been left, as it were, va-
cant, and void, and dot furnifh’d with a fuffici+
ent Quantity of Humid to fupply the Clouds ;
by which Means alfo the late Drought was occafi-
on’d, which we at this Time feel the Effefts of.

If theii by the Attra&tion of the Planets fo
Conjunttion, 4 great Drought has enfued, not in
England only, but in all the Northern Part of Eu-
rope, as we fee has been now the Cafe; why may
not the fame Attrattion of the Planets fo iz Con-
junttion, as above, draw away the infettious Parti-
cles ifi the Air, and occafion the Healthinefs of
thefe Parts of the World, and o not only por-
tend the Good to s, but be the real Narural
Caufe of it ?

A 41~ come we from hence, to the prefent
Signs now approaching in, and perhaps, already
influencing the Affairs, or Conftitution and Tem-
perature of this Part of the World ; whether as
to the Health of the Seafons, or of Perfons ; the
Fruitfulnefs, or Sserility of the the Earth; the
Power of contagious Colleftions inthe Air; their
Encreafe, or Decreafe, anid the like 5 the Cafe is
much the fame.

If it be poflible that the Afpelts of the Hea-
venly Bodies fhow’d, by their approaching Pofi-
tion, intimate contagious Air, corrupted ftagnated
Vapours, Gv¢. and that, according to the Rules
of Affrology it were rational to conclude; that
they were the Occafion of it ; that they fill'd,
or help’d to fill the Air with thofe corrupted
Fumes, and contagious Vapours ; Why fhou'd it
be thought crimifal, to fuggeft, or to predict then,

that
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that thofe Pofitions thouw’d be follow’d by Plague
and Mortality ? and why, notwithftanding, thou’d
not thofe Plagues and Mortality, be call’d a Judg-
ment, or the Judgments of G o p ? feeing all the
Contagions and Mortalities that attend Mankind,
are at leaft, permitted, and lfuppole, direfted by
the Hand of Heaven, and are very modeftly call’d
the Fudgments of G O D, from what Natural Cau-
fes foever they may may be produc’d. :

Thus ’tis evident, Comets and Eclipfes, Conjun-
Etions, Oppofieions, and other .A/pects of the Planers
and Stars, may portend G op’s Judgments upon
a Nation or Country, where they appear; and
conlequently, it is neither unreafonable, or ill-
grounded, to warn the Nations to prepare for fuch
Judgments, in a Chriftian and ferious Manner.

On the contrary then, to contemn thefe things;
to afcribe all to Natural Caufes 5 to exclude the
Influences of the Stars, Comets, Planets, &c. from
any Concern in fuch Events ; and make Sport wich,
and ridiculg the juft Preditions of fuch Events,
and all the Wamings that Good Men give on
that Account, is Jmpious and Arheiffical, and tends
to leflening the Awe of the Supreme Powery and
of Heaven’s Judgment in the Minds of Men 5
and at the fame time, it is afting contrary to the
Reafon and Nature of the thing ; againft Expe-
rience, and againft evident Probabilities alfo
which, I venture to fay, no wife Man wou’d wil-
lingly be guilty of : Let thofe that aft thus, con-
fider of it, or not, as they think fit.

Y SECT. lL
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Aving thus afferted the Reafonablenefs

of Preditting Good or Evil, Heaven’s

Favours and Deliverances, or Plagues

_ and Fudgments, as impending ovér, or

approaching to, a Nation, from the _Afpetts of

the Stars, from the Conjunttions of Planets, &c. and

efpecially, from the Appearance of Comets ; 1

come next to ipeak of the prefent Appearances

mertion’d in my Title ; and firff, of the late great

Conjunétion of Saturm, Jupiter, and Mars, ipoken
of before.

FirsT, 'Tis evident, that as the late immo-
derate and unfeafonable Weather, fuch as Cold
in the Seafon of Heat, and Warmeh in the Sea-
fon of Cold, Drought continued in a manner, and
for fo long a Seafon, as has not been known for
many Ages ; Northerly and Eafterly Winds, with
very little Intermiffion, for above eight Months,
even in the Summer; I fay, as thele have been
certainly the Effets of that late Conjunttion of
the Planets, Fupiter, Saturn, and Mars, on the 29th
of December laft 5 10 it is very evident, that the
Operation of that Conjunétion is not yet fully over :
The uncommon Drought, with very little Inter-
miffion of Rain, has continued ; the Fruits of
the Earth, #f common Fame may be credited, have
had an unufual Mixture of Venom in them ; the
Juices which ufed to be of a cooling and nou-
sifhing, and refrefhing Nature, have, this ‘i;car,

ccn
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boen Permicious, § had almoft faid Poiforous, to
humane Bodies ; and have been, and till are, pro-
duétive of Difeafes, Gripings, Vomitings, Fluxes,
&c. which have been Epidemick, thoughout this
Nation mn particular, |
N. B. This intimates that thofe Influences have,
fo far as they do affett any Country, more
particularly affeted this Country ; and con-
ifequently the other Signs, whole Influences
aye perhaps, now begun, may do the fame.

In the Confequence of this Obfervation, I may
venture to add, that, as 1 fay, this Operation ss
not yet overy 1 expett, (NotE Ifay ExpEcT)
the Oppofer may expelt as be pleafes, as intemperate
a Seatlon thro’ the Winter, as we haye had thro’
the Summer, tho’ not fo fatal to the Health of
the People. |

If the Influence of the fatal Conjunétion of Pla-
nets, has thus far fhewn its Effets in our Coun-
try 3 1 have Reafon alfo to believe they have
yet more Powerful Influences in other Parts of
the World ; and I do think it fhall affeét foreign
Countries in that Kind, more than thele Coun-
tries. :

From hence it may probably come to pafs, that
tho’ a Plague may not prefently follow, or not at-
all, to thofe Countries ; yet that feveral mortal
Diftempers may affett the Bodies of Men, elpe-
cial?r, in the Beginning and Clofe of the Wintcr-
Seafon, rather than inthe Middle of it ; and par-
ticularly, in Holland, Flanders, Spain, and Portugal,
as well as, and more than, in England.

The Influence of this Conjunétion feems to
me to work Particularly in this Manner, namely,
in affefting the Temperature of the Seafons 3 now
no Man will be fo void of Reafon, as. 50 anguc,

i 2 that
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that the Temperature of the Air dogs not affett
Humane Bodics, who breathe in that Air ; and
confequently, the Difeafes or Health to which
thofe Bodies are fubjett, are govern'd, in a great
meafure, by the faid Conjunttion of Planets.

If any Man ask me then, what will be the
Confequence thro’ the coming Winter, of the In-
fluence of this late Cc}n]un&mn, and what Ope-
ration it may have had upon the Air ? what
Changes it may produce in the Seafon? and the
like 5 1 fhall fay, Ir is probable, thatas we have
tiad long Nertherly and  Eafterly Winds, even du-
ring the whole Continnance of the faid Conjun-
éhion, ‘occafion’d fhill by the ftrong Attra&mn
Sazzrhmgrd that Conjunétion falling out, as is faid, in
Sagitarius, and affetted by the Sun’s bemg n Cr.aprz--
corn, | may be allow’d to fay, ’tis probable the fame
Attrattion may continue thro’ the whole Influence
of that Conjunétion, which is yet for fome time ;
and confequently this may bring long and fevere
Cold from thofe Noreh and Nurth-Eajfern Parts of
the World which thofe Winds blow from.

And yet from the fame Probable Caufes a true
Judgment will infer, that thele long Colds may
be nterrupted with fome moderate Weather ; fo
that it may not be any long continued Severity of
Froft, fuch as was felt here in 1684 5 but that
there may be Intervals of thawing, warm Weather,
tor eight or ten Days together. -

All this T mention as under the Influence of the
late Conjunttion, and of that enly; but it the Ef-
{eéts of the prefent Comer, which appears fome-
what watry and flegmatick, fhowd concur with
the other Influences to *1batc the Extremity of the
Cold, theit ’twill be very probable that we fhall
have an extraordinary Glut of Wer, long and hea-
w’ Ru? 4 tmd PCI ha}_ﬁ, deﬂm&wc Floods ,Ctht..

ons
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Confequence of which, is, ina few Words, an un-
health_v, fickly Spring beafun.

On the other hand, there is room to judge by
the Rules of right Reafon, and of ﬁﬁrafag:m!
Calculations alfo, that the approaching Influences of
the Eclipfe may {o far concur with thofe of the faid
Conjunétion not yet over, as to continue the powerful
Attraétions meéntion’d above ; and if this thould
be {0, 1 1{hall expett another Blanket-Fair upon the
Ice, and to fee Hackney-Coaches plying again up-
on the Thames ; as was the Cafe juft Forty Years
ago.

gThus much for the Appearances already patt.

1 come next to fpeak of the extraordinary Co-

met, which is an Appearance juft now in Being,

The Accountsiwe have by Aﬂruncrmers, of this
CoMET, are juft fufficient to give us the
following Idea of it, viz.

That it is a fmall Comer, that is to fay, in its
Appearance 5 for the Sight being yet uncertain, it
may be in icfelf infinitely greater, than we at pre-
fent imagine.

The Tail, or Blaze of the Comet, is not Pro-
portion’d to the ufual Length of other fiich Stars,
being extended not much more than one Diame-
ter of the Srar, or Body of the Comer iticlf. Mr.
Whifton has Publifh’d, among other things, a little
Scheme, or Plan, of ‘the Appearance itlelf, with a
fhort View of the Curve, or Arch of its Motion,
by which it appears to have Pdi‘-‘- 'd by the Star,
m the end of the Napkin, as they call it, of
Aquarius, Eaft 5 then by the Arm of Autinous,
W ff then fweeping towards the Eagle, it will pals
bv the middle Srar in the Eagle Parallel L-:Zl ity

We. |
By
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By this Courfe of the Comet, if it came a
littls lower, we fhould have a very clear View
of its 'whole Extent, from feven, to near ten
a-Clock every Evening; from whence, without
defcending to any farther Enquires into the Signs
in which it may apear, and its proper Afpetts,
I think ’tis fufficent to fay, that this Comer being
evidently plac’'d in our Meridian, may claim to
be in particular, regarded asa Signal to us, and
that as much, asif its Courfe had been nearer to
to us.

Thus having appropriated its Influences, and
prov'd our Title to the Effells, let us fee what
by Reafon or Philofophy, or by Revelation, im-
Pulfe, or other Powers, we may think proper
to fay of it.

- The little Prefages which fome People amufe
us with upon this Subjelt, #amely, that it portends
itrife of Parties, Quarrels at Court, long Speeches
within Doors, libelling and lampooning in Print,
and fuch triffles ; as they are too mean to mention
in a thing of this importance, I omit ; I think
verily when we concern the Stars in the Fatality
of Ballad-finging, and making Verfes upon Whores,
Princes, great Courtiers, Ecclefiafticks, ¢c. we
may be fuppos’d to be very barren of juft
Obfervations ; we might with much more
Juitice have expefted a Comer or an Eclipfe to
have foretold the Ruin of the Harburg l.ottery,
and the expelling the L---d B----- out of the
Houfe ot Commons.

Had a Comer appear’d juft before the late Fall
of South-Sea Stock, and the Cataftrophe of the
Family of the Craggss and A - -- bies, or the
downfal of the Direftors, we might indeed,
have thought it a Prognoftick, that, being an
Affir of National Importance ; but toentitle the
| Stars
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Stars to prognofticate the Difappointment of a
few Harburgh Cheats, and the Eclipfe of an Irifl
Lord, would but make an univerfal Hifs pafs
thro’ the World atthe Calculators of fuch things,
as there did.at the People 1 fpeak of.

But we muft look higher, much higher for the
import of thefe Appearances ; as this Comer is
one of God’s ‘Meflengers, fo no doubt it comes
on ‘its ‘Mafter’s Errand ; if it has a Meffage we
may and ought to enquire what it 1s; and no
wite Man will defpife the Search; if it has
none, we fhall be not the worfe for the Search,
or regret the Difappointment,

The ufval Judgments with which Heaver
vifits Mankind, are Wars, Plagues, contagious Dif-
eafes, Famine, Tempeft, and Storms, of Lightning,
Thunder, Wind, and Rain, Earthquakes, &c.

The three firft of thefe feem to be what the
World, at this time, are moft apprehenfive of,
and that not without great Reafon; the reft in
the ordinary Courfe of -Nature are feldom -fo
extenfive as thefe, neither are the Confequences
fo fatal y for Example.

Famine, by the Interpofition of Commerce, :is
fo fecurely fenc’d againdt, that unlefs G o p fhow'd
lock up the Windows of Heaven, or dry-up the
Rivers and Springs, throughout all Exrope, it wow'd
be hardly poffible that any Nation cou’d be dif-
ftrefs’d with a Famine, in fuch a manner, the
Scarcity of one Country is now fupply’d from
the Plenty of another, and while Trade is open,
and Navigation free, there is fcarce any juft Rea-
fon to fear a Scarcity of Bread : For Example,
Poland and England by the ordinary Produce of
the Earth, fuppofing all the other Maritime
Countries of Eurgpe had a Scarcity of Corn,

arc able to fupply fuflicient for all their Wants;
¥
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I mean with this Suppofitior only, viz. that with Po-
land we include the Countries adjoyning to Poland,
fuch as Prufia, Courland; Livonia, and the Shores
of the Baltick, from Pomerania, Baftward, which
are all Corn-Countries ; and that with England,
we include Scotland and Ireland.

On the other-hand, the Coaft of Barbary, how hot
and barren foever it may be fuggefted to be, by
reafon of great Hears, yet is a Fund or Magazine
of Cormn for Franece, Italy, and other Parts of
Europe on that fide, as Egypt is for Conflantinople,
and the like : Now, unlefs all thefe Gountries
fail together, no general Famine can opprefs the
Chriftian World ; and ’tis for this. Reafon that
1 mention it 5 and let 2ll thofe Affrologers who
would fright the World with Apprehenfions of
cating one another for want of Bread, examine
this Part more firitly, and they will find that
no Afpelts of Planets will fortel any thing of®
that kind, fufficient, to make the World believe
them, unlefs they will take upon them to aflure
us, that the Windows of Heaven fhall be ftopp’d,
and that G o p fhall break his Word with Man-
kind, whercin he has affor’'d us all, that Seed-
time, and Harveft [hould not fail, to the end of
the World.

Since then Nature feems to forbid a Famine,
except as above, by a general {top of the Foun-
tain of our Supply; it would be prepofterous
and arrogant to the laft Degree, if we fhould
give heed to thofe who from their Affrological
Calculations take upon them to threaten us with
it; for Providence never, or very rarely, afts out
of the ordinary Courfe of Natural Caufes.

But to come nearer ; neither does the Afpeé?
of this Crmet threaten the World with Earth-
quakes and Tempefts, Blafts, Storms; and Eﬁ;e

like,
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like, tho’ as the Confequence of an exceeding wet
Seafon in the Beginning of the Year, it may be
very probable that fuch Exceflive Rains will
(as is ufually the Cafe) be attended with very high
Winds ; but by the Tempefts which I mention,
I do not mean fuch defolating Tempefts as make
Havock of Houfes, Fleets, and whole Towns, to
the Ruin of Kingdoms and Nations, as were
thole violent Tempefts in 1703, and the like.

But altho’ this Comer fhould not immediately
portend Famine, Barthquakes, Storms and Tem-
pefts, yee 1 fee greater Calamities in view,
wherewith the Northern Parts of the World may
be vifited, and that within the reach of a few
Years ; for Heaven is oftentimes fo merciful in
the ordering fuch things as thefe, that it is
but feldom that the World is all involv’d in
Judgments together ; nor do a Complication of
fuch things always fall together; fo that the
People who can {fhift from Place to Place,
always find room to make their Eftapes, and
fly from the Wrath to come 5 upon this Account
Warnings are oftentimes chiefly fent, that as the

cripture 1ays, the Prudent Man forefeeing the Evil,
may hide bimfelf, {fo that the wifer Part of Man-
kind may guide themfelves by that Rule.

But to wave all that Part, asa Dilpute which
does not at all concern the prefent Cafe, every
Man muft be left to guide his own Aifuirs a5
be thinks fir ; he that will open his Eyes, and
look into the Events of things, may, and will
have the Advantage in the ordinary Courfe of
Providence ; but - they that will not, muit wzke
the other Part of the Text to themielves, viz.
the Simple pafs on, and are puniflid.

As to direfting People here tolook into Fu-
turity, by Aftrological Calcularions, that is not

D the
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the Intent of this Work, farther than this, that
if thole _Aftrolegers concur with thefe Thoughts
on this Subjelt, /o be i, they are perhaps, fo
much nearer the Truth, and if juft Conclufions
are drawn by feveral Ways, and agree in the
Subftance, they are fo much the more likely to
be juft Conclufions. LHR '

Some are able to predi&t from a whole View
of NWature, with much greater Certainty in
Events of the niceft Kind, than others are from
the moft exalt Tables, which they call Rules of
Art, and therefore, at the fame time, leaving the
Anifts to talk in their own Way, I fhall fpcak
of thefe things in a Dialet by itfelf

The Appearance of a Comet 1 take to inti-
mate, generally fpeaking, approaching Calamities,
upon fome or fuch particular Parts of the World,
where fuch Comer is more efpecially direted
and it is becaufe, it has been {fo, that the
World expelts furprifing Revolutions on fuch
Occafions ; as alfo War, Devaiftation, and Blood,
and other defolating Judgment from Heaven
upon the Bodies of Men.

The Appearance of Eclipfes, and Conjunttion of
Planets, 1take to intimate rather the fupreme
Hand by them Influencing the Seafons, the
Weather, the Temperature of the Air, and the
Bodies of Men; for by the Means of thefe,
they may indeed, as by evident Natural Caufes,
affet ithe Bodies of Men, and bring Inflettion
and Contagion, raging Fevers, Apoplexies, and
the like ; by which Men are fwept away as
by a Plague. _

We have feen this in Eugland within a fow
Months paft, and that in a very remarkable
Manner, when the Inclement Seafons had {fo {wift
an Operation upon the Bodies of the People,

that
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that Thoufands were fweptaway, firft by that
overflowing kind of Plague, rhe Small-Pox, which
rag’d in a moft terrible Manner in the Beginning
of the Year; when the Operation of the late
Conjunétion  was in its firft Progrels ; and after-
wards in a general Diferder i the Inteftines,
attended with Convulfions in the Bowels, Grip-
ings, Fluxes, and Vomitings, while the faid Ope-
ration of Planets was in its height ; during
which time the Bills of Mortallity in London
were fo high, as the like had not been known
{fince the great Plague, in the Year 1665, being
very near 8oo per Week ; tho’ at a time when
by the Abfence of the Court, the recefs of Par-
liament, Vacation of the Term, and the ulual
retreat of the People to their Country Seats
and Lodgings for Pleafure, in the Summer Heats,
the emptinefs of the Town was more than
ufually remarkable; {o that had there been the
ufual Number of People in London then, as is
about Chriftmafs, or the Month of Fanuary and
February, the Bills by a juft Proportion, muft
have been fuppos’d to be near 1100 each Week.

As thefe Diftempers made fuch Havock among
us, 10 France at this very Time, is under the
Surprize of the like Vifitation; and the Small-
Pox makes fuch Ravages there, and efpecially
among the Nobility, and Perfons of Diftinétion,
that is terrible to relate.

The Kingdom of Portugal, and efpecially the
great and Populous City ot Lishoz 1s even ncw un-
der the like Vifitation, with a terrible and raging
Fever, which carries off {uch Multitudes of People,
and that in {o fudden and {fo violent a Man-
ner, that it has been greatly queftion’d whether
it 1s not a Spice of a Peftilence, tho’ we hope
not, |

3 While
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While thefe things happen fo openly in the
World, and the Signal Appearaices 1n the Hea-
vens are fo very remarkable alfo, how can we
deny but that there is an Appnmrr Connection
between the Caufes and Effelts ? between the
Sign and the Thing fignified : The remote Con-
junétions (which 1 have mention’d,) may have
drawn off the Grofs of thele noxious Vapours,
and Peftilential Particles, which would otherwife
have fpread an Univerfal Infettion upon the
‘World, and yet by the influencing the Seafons,
as above, they may have rendred the Air unwhole-
fome to a great Degree, tho’ not contagious.

Let the veryfame Countries which juft now
begin, as it were, to feel the Effefts of thefe
Cxleftial Signals, be our farther Warning ; they
will have yet a greater Tafte of the bitter Part,
and I am perfwaded to believe, a deeper Share
i the Calamity, than they feam to be yet
apprehenfive of,

France has drusk decp of the Vifitation in
the Seuthern Parts already ; it {eems to be with
smore than ordinary Difficulty, that the Judgment -
is kept off ; 1t broke-out the other Day inthe
French new Conquefts, the Province of _Arrois,
and - the Frontiers of Picardy ; may I not fay
without Armgm'lce, that it wﬂl not go ennrely
off ?

“The E-:‘I.r.pﬁ is not yet come ; the Comet  ap-
pears remote, and at a D]ﬁance and Men put
the Evil Day far off; may ir be ﬁzr of, and ef-
peciadly from our own Coumtry, where 1 doubt
we are bit ill “prepard- for fuch a Calamity
bkut he that WJH undertake to aflure us, that
all thefe Signs ‘in the ‘- Heavens {hall have no
Sionifications, and {hall be attended with no
nncofrmon Galamities in EH;’E:PEJ ]”, if 1 have
; : ' S : {u]}r
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‘any Prophetick Judgment live to be afhamd
of it, or die very quickly. |

And let fuch remember, that tho’ the Eclipfe
is not yet come, the Comer is come, and the
Evil predi¢ted may be already begun among
usy and who dare fay, i is mot alveady begun :
The Seeds of Death are fometimes long fow’d
before the Fruit (Mortality) appears ; let us de-
pend that where ever the Blow is to be given,
the Hand is, or may be, already lifted up to
Strikel - | '

Come we firft then to confider thofe Signs that
firft prefent themfelves to our Sight, as the Comet
prefaging bloody Wars breaking-out in the World,
to the interrupting the Peace of Mankind ; the
Temple of Fanus opens of itfelf'; War breaks-out
firft m the E4f#, but infenfibly fpreads itfelf North-
ward ; one Nation unwarily entangles and draws
1 another, till the Nations grow furious and en-
rag’d; for War is a Fever in the Blood of Na-
tions, as the Plague’is in the Blood of private
Perfons, and {preads like an Infeétion not much
unlike a Plague in the Body ; neither are Wars,
and the Rivers of Blood that follow them, lels
the Effets of Phyfical and Natural Caufes, than
Plagues and Infeitions.

I expet this Cemet which advances to us from
the South, from beyond the watery Sign Aquarius,
Pours out an Innundation of Blood ; firft, in that
Part of the World, where we-fee ’tis already begun
viz. the Kingdom of Perfiz 5 and asthe fame Comiet
ftrikes its Path in the Arch of a monftrous Circle,
from that Part of the Hemifphere Nurth-Weft, 1
make no Queftion but it carrics on the Innunda-
tion into the Countries, in that Manner {ituated
from its firlt Appearance. '

% Hence
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Hence War is intimated upon the Frontiers of
the Turkifh, the German, and the Mufcovite or
Ruffian Empires 3 and I doubt not but it will be
very {wift, violent, and cruel.

After it has kindled in its own Flame, and
encreas’d, according to the growing Nature of
real Fire, Iexpelt it to catch hold of neighbour-
ing Kingdoms and Countries ; the Tranquility of
Europe, & Ble[fing too great in itfelf, and too much
abus’'d, to be of long Continuance, muft meet with
Interruptions from wicked Heads; and all the
Taudable Endeavours of Pious and Chriftian Pow-
ers to prevent it, will not fo far fucceed, but that
the Evil determin’d may break out.

W a r then being fz;ppc}s’d:, we are to expelt
it where Realon and Nature diétates it; for all
thefe things run {till in the Channel of Nature ;
the Czar of Mufcovy has his Hands full in the
South, Peace be thy happy Portion, O ! Sweden, 1f
g{:fﬁb]e, fo long as the growing Power of that

Tonarch feels the Reftraint of other Avocations,
but expett it no longer ; nor can it be conceal’d who
breathes cut War on that Side,with {o eager a Defire
that nothing but the Alliances of neighbourmg
Powers reftrains him ; and how unwillingly he 1s
reftrain’d, may be eafily feen.

Let them not doubt, but that the dormant
Claims of the Duke of Holffein as well to the Do-
minions of Sweden, which he efteems his Right,
as to other Dominions really his own, will reft
quict o long as he cannot help, and perhaps no
longer.

in the Empire, Religion beats the Drum Eccle-
fiaftick 5 the Pope ftudies a Church-War, and ftands
ready to publith his Cruifads, as foon as he can
bring Bigots enough into his Alliance ; that fo he
may embrod Ewrope in War, and keep himfelf
out, What
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What have the Proetftants to truft to, for pre-
‘venting fuch a Ruprure 1n the World ? Truly, no-

thing that 1 fee, but the keeping the Heads of
fuch Catholick Powers as are moift Potent, from
engaging in fuch a bloody Confederacy; as it
happens at prefent, it is not their Intereft to do
it, and while it 15, we may expelt they will
keep off, but not longer ; and how long 1t may be
that their Intereft thall fo keep them back, who
knows ? ’Tis evident by their prelent Conduét,
that they have Will enough to a Religious War,
if they found it agreeable to their Temporal Pro-
1pelts.

That fuch a War is within the Afpeft of the
Prefent Signs ; efpecially that of the Comer, and of
the Eclipfe, the Aftrologers particularly infift up-
on ; I fhall not contradiét them ; let the Prote-
ftant Princes, and Powers, in whofe Hand the
Ballance yet remains, and who are the Bulwarks
of the Proteftant Intereft in the World, take
care not to give it up, but concern themfelves to
prevent the Blow ; and let them depend, that
fooner or later, the Councils of Hell will {o far
prevail, as to make the Attempt; who fhall pre-
vail, 1s for the Prefent, out of Sight.

Whoever confiders the State of Europe, and the
Encroachments of the Papal Interefts, how they
have reftlefsly pufh’d at getting the Proteflant
Countries into the Hands of Popifh Princes
what fatal Succefs they have had ; how the two
moft Potent Elcétorates, viz. of Saxomy, and the Pala-
tinate, and the Kingdom of Bohemia, (all three for-
merly Proteftants) are now entirely in the Hands
of the Papifts, and how they are continually
pufhing at more; how Framce, notwithftanding
the late War, pofleffes {feveral Countries, former-
ly Proteffant, and from whence the Proteftant Re-

ligion
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ligion is entirely extirpated ; as Alfatia 3 the Im-
perr&l City of Strasburg ; the Prmc:paht}r of Orange,

and the like 5 and abeve all, the utter rooting out
of the Proteftant Rehgmn from France itfelf -

Whoever, I fay, confiders all this, will find the
Proteftant Intereft funk extremely, from what it
has been, as to the Extent of Country where it
was recew’d {o that indeed, it hardly requires
a Cenemrenee of Heavenly Signs to prediét, that
the Popifh Powers will take hold of the firft Oc-
cafion that prefents itfelf, to attack the Proteftants
in the Quarrel of Religion ; and will not fail alfo,
to form the Occafion with the utmoift Artifice.

War alfo will probably break out fooner or later
among the Maritime People of the World ; the
Encroachments of the Auffrians upori the Com-
merce of thofe Nations, who formerly fpent their
Blood and Treafure to procure thofe Countries to
the Houle of Autri in which thofe Encroachments
are fet on foot; I fay, thofe Encroachments are
not the moft unlikely (efpecially while haughtily
infifted upon, and obftinately pufh’d on) to fet
this Part of the World in a Flame ; the Commerce
of the Indies is a tender Point, and {o tender, that
that Government, who at prefent have {o great an
Intereft in it, cannot but be deeply fenfible of any
Wound in thofe Parts, and will certainly refent
not the Thing only, but the Manner.

Thef are the Seeds of War, which feem to
be already fow’d ; the Pride and Ambition of Men
plant or fow thofe Sceds every Day ; but the go-
verning Hand of Heaven direfts the cultwatmg
them, and ripening them up to the Maturity which
'l:hex,r require for an Eruption; and while all this
is preparing, and the Apemre.r thus form’d, Fea-
ven direlts his Signs in the upper Regmns, to

wam us of the Appreoach, and prepare us for
what
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what he intends to vifit us with: And thus you
have the fatal Climax of Caufes, and Effe&s
of Warning, and Slgn,s in the Heavens plamiy
laid down; and ’tis eafic to obferve the Concur-
rence of thc Signs with the Probabilities.

From, the whole, I conclude, that a Bloudy
War wﬂl break-out in Ewrope in the enfuing Year,
or. - within the L1m1ts of the Influence of the Ap-
proaching Eclipfe, or of the prefent Comer : That this
- ‘War fhall be attended with Rivers of Blood, or, as
is mention’d aboyey W1th an Innundation of Blﬂﬂd,
- may, without much Art, bepreditted : In particu-
lar, we may fee that the Tarrars, who oftentimes
Have done fo, and now wait an_Opportunity to
do it again, may now, by the Permiffion of Hea-
ven, to break the way, begin the hurrzd Scene
of Tra edy, by a dreadful Eruption into the
Xuffian Dominions : If they make their retreat
without an ﬂverl:hmw they will, befides the
Murther and Rapine thEy commit in the Attempt,.
carry away vait Numbers of miferable Chriftians
into Slztvery, to befold to the Turks ; ahd fromi
thence ’tis very rational to expett, that Poland.
may have its Share in the Miferies of a Taurkifh
War, efpecially if the Turks are an}r-thmg fuc-
cefsful ;. and Poland may very probably engage the
Imperm! and German Armies in its Defence ; and -
then the Taurks will be driven Headlong nut of
the Chriftian Countrics, and may be driven out
of Europe, if the Chriftian Princes would heartily
join together to bring it to pafs.

I am loth to take’ upon me to predﬁ’: any
Evil to Great-Britain, to whom I wifh nothing
but Good ; if the Comer goes away, or difappears
without advancing any farther North, then the

E bright*
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brighteft of the three Stars in the Neck of Aquila
[ mean, 10 as to be vifible do . farther North, 1
{hall have hope that it fhall beattended’ withno
evil Fvents relating to us; nay, its difdppearing
in that Conficllation may” betoken Good to us ;.
for as. Comers arc Fore-runners of Evil, ‘and
give warning of Calamities to fome, fo they may,
be Fore-runners of good Tidings to 'others ;
as the Comet in 1066, which doubtlefs portended
the -Conqueft of England 'by Duke William ~ of
Normandy, as on one ‘hand 1t fore-boded Slaugh-
ter and Subjeftion, and miferable Sufferings to.
the Englifh Nation, fo it imported Joy and
Vitory to the Conqueror, crowning him with
Glory, and his Pofterity after him ; and thus,
it may be now: May all that is joyful, good and
agreeable ; all that we want, and all that we
fcek, be the happy Event of this appcaring
Comet t0 Great-Britain ;3 to which end may we
fee no more of it, or at leaft, may it come no
farther North, than as above.

Somc tell us, that in all probability this Comet
may be more vifible in America, than among us ;
and this is fo remote from us, that I expett to ;
be told, it 1s not worth mentioning, or worth.
reading, much lefs entertaining our Thoughts .
about it"; but 1 hope thefe felfifh Gentlemen,
will .allow, that he who made the World, may
think good to. have an equal Regard to all the
Parts of it, and may think it as much to -the:
Purpofe to warn them of approaching Calamities,
as he does to warn us ; nor let .us langh at the
Suggeftion, as if it were ncedlefs ; becaufe the
Indizn Nations who are Pagan, and have no.
Notien, cither of a Gop, or of their own

] ' ' Crimes,
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Crimes,. can have none of Repentance, which, our
religious People ﬁ'ly, 1s all the End that can be
Auggefted in the’ ﬁlppns’d Warnings, or Notices
of thmgs

Hf:nce we know a great many SrePtu:aI Noti-
ons, and fome Atheiftical, are advanc’d 5 bantering
the Opinions of thofe Peoplt, who chink Lhﬂv
ought to make Religious Uies of fuch thmba
as theﬁ:

But all this, as not Worth fo much Notice, 1
fhall give no Reply to in this Tratt , Dnly
ihall obferve, |

1. That we cannot Judgc abfolutely how far
thefe Appearances may or may not Influence
the Pagan World ; that Heaven may yet
think fit to give them the fame Intimations,

~as he does to us; fo leaving them the more
without Excufe, if they do not take them

as Warningg.

2. As for Repentance of Paganf, ’tis what we
cannot judge. of, nor is it the Bufinefs of
this Paper ; but fuppofe them as Notices
of Plagues and Infeftions, fo to hint. to the
People the timely efcaping from the Con-
tagion, by flying from one Place to ano-
ther, or by other Precautions neceflary, on
fuch’ Occafions ; even in fuch Cales, they
are fignificant, and not be {lighted, _E,ltl'}{i‘l'
by them or wus.

But to remove all the Foundations of Cavil

at  this Part of the ‘Appearance of Comets, |
' B2 mean
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mean their appearing in thofe Countries, where
no Religious Ufe can be fuppos'd to be made
of it, this may confirm the other Part of our
‘Hypothefis, which relates to Comets being the
Inftruments of the Calamities themfelves.

If then they carry with them the Arrows of
Death, and that the Poifonous Darts of Plagues
on Men and Beaft, Sterility on the Earth, an
the .like, are fhot from thefe Quivers; we nee
fay no more, than that they are fent to thofg
Parts as Meflengers of Deftruétion, with Com-
miffion to fpread the Mifchiefs they. are big with,
into fuch and fuch Parts, where by their Situar
tion they are oblig’d to diffufe them : That if
they do not warn the People of their approach-
ing Ruin, they really bring the Ruin which we
think  they portend, . : g, ‘

Nor is this Thought remate, or uaworthy of our
prefent Contemplation ; for if Comets are vaft Col-
icttions of Vapours from this Earth, and from
ten Thoufand more fuch Earths as ours are, which,
for ought we know, are in Being, in their parti-
¢ular Orbits, and which may fupply Vapours and
other Subftances for fuch Bodies as the Comets may
be fuppos’d to be ; or if they are Bodies of Fire,
feeding continually upon their own Subftance, be
that as it will, either way, the noxious Fumes of
{uch an immenfe Flame, are mare than fufficient,
if Heaven direfts, to poifon the whole Atmo-
{phere of this Globe, and twenty more fuch Globes
as this, at one time; fo that let the Atheiftick
World banter the ferious Part as much as they
pleafe; if Religion cannot confute them, Philofo-
phy will ;5 and the Argument may be fumm’d vp
in this fhort undeniable Conclufion; NamMEeL ¥,
ihge G w4 by S S SR st oo ylit
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That. Comets, whether they may be taken as
Fore-runners of God’s Judgments or no, may be,
and we have reafon to believe are, the Inftrumepgs
and Natural Canfes of them.

That they fpread Poifonous and Infeltious Pag=
ticles in the Air, from the noxious Vapours dnd
Exhalations which their vaft Mafs is compos'd
of, or fil'd with; from whence comes Con-
tagious Difeafes, Plagues, ¢¢. upon Man and
Beait,

That by Attraction, and drawing from the
Earth a great Quantity of the Humid Vapours
within our Atmofphere, which would otherwife
gather into Cloud, and diftill again in Rain j
they occafion terrible Droughts ; Sterility of the
Earth ; Deftruttion of its Produét ; and confe~
quently Famine, and Defolation.

That on the other-hand, by violent Exhala«
tions from the Earth, and Emiffions from them-
felves, they may load the*Earth’s Atmofphere
with the contrary Extreme ; {fo by pouring a
Quantity of Rain upon the Earth, either too
great for the Earth to bear 3 or at improper
Seafons, may render the Earth ufelefs to Man-
kind, and fo ftarve‘the Inhabitants by over-much
Wet. That it is not an improbable Opinion,
that the Earth was Drown'd, Anr. Mund. 1656,
by the breaking of a watry condéns’d Comer up-
on the Surface of its Glébe'; and that it fhal
blc at laft, Asmo 6000, be fet on Fire by ano-
fher, st = ‘

That
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That C OMET s may thus be Inftruments for
"-mﬂl&mg Plagues, Peﬁﬂence Floods, Droughts,
~may, even Conflagrations upon the Earth, cannot
be deny’d ; and why then’ we fhould not look
upun them with Apprehenﬁnnc left when they
| ar, they come charg’d with fame Commﬁion
that Kind, I cannot underftand. .
£ .ﬁn& why fuch Apprehenfions fhould m}t put
- 0§ in-mind of Nineveh, &c. will be very hard for
‘any Man in his Sences, to give a Reafon for,

. Nuylla atas wd;.t ﬁagmmem :m.lgﬂ?z? Cqmrtfﬁ;
Naﬂ leve - venturum nunciat ille malum,




