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:plaints, may be urged, with equal juf-
tice, againft the moft famous quack
‘medicines, which are known to be mer-
‘curial preparations: yet thefe are ad-
‘miniftered to all who can pay for them,
without the leaft regard to the flate of
the difeafe, the age, fex, or conftitu-
‘tion of the patient; the degree of infec-
dion, or the part affetted, and many
other circumftances that demand the
utmoft attention; from a negle& of
which, the beft remedy may rather in-
creafe the evil, than remove it, or perhaps
bring on complaints of a more alarm-
1hg nature than thofe it was intended to
relieve. Thefe confiderations, important
as they are, feldom have any weight
with thofe who ftand in need of affift-
ance, until dear - bought experience
compels them to reflect on the folly of
their condu&. I have met with fome
deplorable cafes, in confequence of the
improper ufe of mercurial pills. Huf-
bands, who have imprudently contracted
| venereal
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this difeafe, feem to inherit any fpecific
quality; it often increafes irritation, and
not infrequently caufes a painful f&i-
mulus; and whenever, by this mode of
application, it produces any good ef-
feéts, they are to be attributed to the
aftringency it poffefles in common with
many other lefs corrofive {ubftances.
Whatever compofition we make choice
of, the great art confifts in nicely pro-
portioping its ftimulating, and aftrin-
gent qualities, to the fenfibility of the
part it is intended to a¢t on. Some wo-
men of a delicate frame, as was before
obferved, are fo exquifitely affected by
a flight degree of pain, that what in
others of a different habit, would fcarce-
ly produce the defired effect, would in
them, be produ&ive of pain, inflam-
mation, and other finifter confequences,
Under thefe circumftances, the only
direction to be given, is, to confider well
the conftitution, and habit of the pa-
tient, and firft to .make trial of the
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[ g
extratt may be added to each pill.
Crude mercury, by a careful divifion
of its particles with mucilage of gum
arabic, may be fufpended in a watery
vehicle. ‘This forms a conveniert pre-
paration for fome perfons, who cannot
fwallow any medicine in a folid form.
There are others, whofe ftomachs, and
inteftines, are fo extremely irritable,
that the internal ufe of mercury, even
in the mildeft form, and {malleft quan-
tity, cannot be perfifted in with fafety.
Fortunately for fuch people, the exter-
nal applicatidn of it, properly attended
to, will anfwer the purpofe. There are
practitioners who prefer the introduc-
tion of mercury by friction, to any other
method ; but it is a very dirty remedy,
and often produces a troublefome and
painful kind of eryfipelas, on the part
where it has been rubbed: befides, 1t
requires more confinement than people
in general chufe to fubject themfelves
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