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~Rufty and Well-beloved We Greet you wellWe ha-

_ _z,,fyf lately Gracioufly givento youthe Prefident
N and

Commonalty of Our Collcge of Phyficians
in London, Our Letters Patents, confirming all former
Grants of Our - Royal Progenitors, together with other
Privileges, ~and more ample Authority, for fuppre/fing
all literate and Hlegal = Prallifers of the Art of phy-
fick, zn Owr City of Londomand feven Miles difiance s
We have thought fit, for the prevention of the great
Damages and Inconveniences which our loving Subjeéts
may be expofed to in their Healths, and otherwife, by
the Unskilfulne(s of the [aid Praflifers, to Will and

_.;_,fe;l:.;re You, the Prefident and Cenfors of Our [aid

College, and your Succeffors, in Purfuance of Our [aid
Letters Patents, as alfo of the Laws and Statutes of

“Our Realm, forthwith to do your utmoft Diligence to

Profecute and Supprefs all fuch Unlearned and Un-

Lawful Praflifers of Phyflick, as fball prefume to all

contrary to Our [aid Letters Patents, and 1o the Laws
of the Realm in that Cafe provided; And, for your
Encouragement therein, We do require all our judges,

FJuflices of the Peace, and others whom it may concern,

4 2 16
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t0 Countenance and Affif you, the Prefident and
Cenfors, in your Profecution of fuch Offenders according
to Law: And for the more effeélual doing thereof, you
are. as occafion [ball offer, to demand the Aid and
Affiftance of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Our
City of London, whom by Our Letters We bave re-
quived to give you all Countenance and Affiftance in
the Execution of this Our Royal Will and Command
Not doubting., but that youwill be careful te Supprefs
Juch Offenders, and Anfwer the Truft in this Cafe com-
mitted to you : And fo We bid you farewell. Given at
Our Court at Windforthe Third day of 7uly, 1687.
in the Third Year of Qur Reign.

Toour Trufty and Well- o5
beloved, the Prefident By His Mdjeﬂfﬁ’s Cﬂﬂzwﬂﬁ;ﬂ’, :

and Cenfors of Our
College of Phyficians

in London. Sunderland 2.

JAMES
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Rufly and Well-beloved , We Greet you wel.
Whereas, in the Rezgns of Our Royal Progeni-
tors of famom Memory, [ufficient Frovifion and

Power hath been given and granted by feveral Charters
and Alls of Parliament toOur College of Phyficians in
London, for the Reforming and Suppreﬁﬂg all Unlaw-
ful and Unlearned Prailifers of the Art of Phylick in
London, and within féwm Miles diftance r/:ereaf 5
And We havmg of late in Our Princely Wildom, thought
fit to confirm and enlarge the [aid Charters Of OQur
Royal Parfsw granted to the faid College 5 andre olving
to [eethe [aid Charters and Afls of Parliament duly put

'n Execution,bave thought fit by thefe Prefents tocharge
you, the Lord Mavor, Aldermen, and Juftices of
the Peace, within Our fam’ City el the Precinéls.
thereof , that with all reaa’mefs you do Aid and

Affift the Prefident and Cenfors for the 7ime being,of
Our [aid College, or [uch Officers as the Prefident of
the faid College fball appoint, in the doing of all fuch
things,as by :be faid Alts of Parliament or Charters
ought to be done, for the Suppreffing of all and every

fuch Perfon or Perﬁms as contrary tothe [aid Royal
| ‘ Charters
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Charters and Afls of Parliament fball dave to adven-
ture in the Pratlice of Phyfick, upon any of Our Sub-
jells in the City of Londonor the Suburbs and Precintls
of the fame : And, zo the Intent, that this Our Purpofe,
tending to the Safety of Our Subjells and the Suppre(fion
of Unlawful and Ignorant Pralticioners, may with more
Diligence and Authority be effelted, VVie doWill and
Command you the Lord Mayor of Our Cityof London,
‘that at your next Sefftons,thefe Ouy Letters may.lbe fo
read and publifbed, that all Juflices of the Peace, as
well within Our (aid City, as alfo the Suburbs and Pre-
cinfls of the [ame, may take knowlege of this Our Plea-
fure and Command : And o We bid you farewel. Given
at Our Court of Windfor,the Third day of fuly, 1687.
and in the Third Year of Our Reign.

i
L
L
e

Tii: the Lord Marakl By His Maje ;'és Command.
of Our City of 4 jof ’

_L‘”"‘"’”' | -_Sundcrland b o
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A fhort Account of the Inftitution and
Nature of the College of Phyficians,
London. |

HE College of Phyficians in London (firft Founded and
Conftituted by the Charter of Ring Henry VIILin the
Tenth Year of his Reiga, and afterward confirmed and
inlarged in its Privileges and Jurifdi¢tions by feveral
Ads of Parliament, and Charters granted by Himfelf and

Royal Succeflors,) confifts of a Prefident, Fellows, Candidates,

Honorary Fellows, and Licentiatfs. '
Y. The FELLOWS

Are Do&ors of Phyfick, chofen out of the Candidates, who have
been always limited to a certain Number, and are now confined
to the Number of Fourfcore, by His prefent- Majefties Gracious
Charter : Out of thefe arechofen the Prefident, Elects, Cenfors,
and other Officers of the College, who, with the reft of the
Fellows, are folely concerned in the Governing Part of the
College, and have a Voice in the making and refcinding any

Statutes, Orders, or by-Laws, relating to’ Phyfrck and the -

Praétice thereof, 1

ik
2. CANDIDATES

Muft be Doctors in Phyfick, udmitteﬁ. to that Degree in one of

our Own Univerfities, muft HDE be Foreigners, and ougl;:‘tu
| B ve

Slou,
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all Perfons, whofhall prefent themfelves, or their Medicines, to
their Scrutiny and Examination.

From hence it manifeltly follows, That the College of Phy-
ficians is very far from being a Monopoly, fince it cannot re-
je& any of the King’s Subjects who are duly qualified for the
Exercife of all, or any Part of Phyfick ; and therefore, all Preten-
ders to Secret Medicines, or to the Practice of Phyfick, without
Licence firft had from the College, are juftly profecuted and
punifhed as Publick Cheats and Impoftors (confcicus to them-
felves of Fraud in their Medicines, and Infufficiency in their
~ pretended Skill in Phyfick)according to the juft and wholfome

Laws in that Cafe provided ; For which purpofe, and for the
Incouragement of Legal and Learned Practicers in Phyfick, the
College of Phyficians is invefted with feveral Powers and
Privileges, partly by theexprefs Lawsof the Land, and feve-
ral Royal Charters ; and partly by fuch Statutes and Orders of
the College, as have been made in Purfuance thereof. An Ac-
count of fome ‘of which are here Printed, for the more Publick
Information ofall the King’s Subjeéts, fo that none may here-
after pretend Ignorance in thefe Matters.

1. The Cenfors of the College are intrufted with the Go-
vernment, Scrutiny, Correction and Supervifion of all Perfons
praékifing Phyfick within the City of London, and Seven Miles
Compafs,together with all their Medicines,Bills and Prefcriprions
whatfoever ; fo as that they may punifh Offenders by Fines,
Amerciaments, Imprifonments, and other reafonable Methods.

2. No Perfon in the Country. (except Graduates in Phyfick 4
in either of Qur Univerfities) can have a Licenfe to practife #®
Phyfick from the Lord Bifhop of the Diocefs, till Le be fir(t ex-58]
amined and approved by the Prefident and Three Elelts ;:f

B 2 the
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‘the College, and receive their Letters Teftimonial for that
Purpofe. -

3. All Perfons pra&ifing Phyfick in the City of Lo#don, and’
“ Seven Miles Compafs, without Licence firft had of the College
of Phyficians, after due Examination, whether meer Empiricks
and Unlearned Perfons, or any other whatfoever, are to be pro-
fecutedat Law, and upon Coavition to pay Five Pounds for
every Months Pradtice proved againft them; and, if they
happen to be Apothecaries, may alfo (according to the ancient
Prattice,and laudable Cuftom of the College,inforced by a former,
as likewife by a late Statute)be difcommun’d; fo thatno Member
of that Society ought, upon Notice thereof, to fuffer any of his
Bills or Prefcriptions to be fent to any fuch Apothecary.

4. Any Perfon pradtifing Phyfick Illegally, that is, with-
out Licence firft had from the College ‘of Phyficians, if *
his Patient fhall happen to dye under his Hands, is indiétable
at Common Law for the Lofs of one of the King’s Subjets.

¢. Upon Complaint made by any Perfon to the Prefident

and Cenfors againft any Practifer of Phyfick, within the
City of London, and Seven Miles Compafs, whether hie bea Li-
cenfed Phyfician or not, for having prefcribed any Unfitting or
Unwholfome Medicine to his Patient; the faid Prefidentand
Cenfors have full Powerand Authority to receive any fuch Com-
plaint, to fummon the Perfon offending to appear before them
at their Board; to fummon, and examine Witnelles, and teo
hear and determine the Matter ; and, if the Perfon accufed be

~ found guilty of [ll Practice, they bave Power to fet aFine upon
% "him to any Summ not exceeding Twenty Pounds, and by the
Warrant of the Cenfors to commit him to any Prifonof the

City (except the Tower of *London) till he thall have paid the
aforefaid
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aforefaid Fine, and made duc Submiffion to the College; fo
that all Perfons who are injured in their Bodies and Healths
bydU?skiIful Pra&ifers, ‘'may there have certain and fpeedy
Redrefs.

6. By the King’s late Gracious Charter, the fole Power of
Licenfing all Books, Papers, &¢. relating to Phyfick and Chi.
rurgery, and the Practice thereof, is, after the Expiration of the.
A& of Printing, granted to the Prefident and Cenfors of the

& College of Phyficians ; And,in the mean Time, is by them exer-
cifed by Favour of his Grace the Archbifhop of Canterbury, who
has been pleafed to give them his Deputation for that Purpofe ;
by which Means, trivolous and ufelefs Books in’ Phyfick and
Chirurgery, will for the future be in great meafure Prevented,and
the Scandalous Bills of Empiricks and Impoftors in that Faculty
ftifled and fupprefied.

7. Any Phyfician Licenfed by the College, may exerciec
the Science of Phyfickin alland every of its Parts, any A&,
Statute or Provifion made tothecontrary notwithftanding ;  fo
that he may, as often as he. pleafeth, practife Chirurgery and
Pharmacy, or the making and compounding Medicines for the
Ulfe of any of his Patients.

THESE are fome of thofe Privileges and Powers, which the
Royal Wifdom of our Princes, by their Charters and in their
Parliaments, have thought fit to grant unto the College of
Phyficians, for the better Reformation*of diverfe Abufes and
Enormities happening to the Common-wealth, by the evil
ufing and undue Adminiftration of Phyfick : And therefore,
fince the College was firft Founded for that very Purpofe,and af-
terwards (almoft in every Princes Reign)ftrengthned and armed
with frefh Powers and Authority to the fame Intent; fince ili

: e
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the Members of the College have given their Faith, or folemn-
ly fworn that they will do their utmoft Endeavours to fup-
prefs all Illiterate and Illegal Practicioners ; fince not only by
former A&s of Parliament, and Royal Charters, but alfo by
that of His prefent Majefty,and by his Particular Letters Manda-
tory we are ftrictly commanded {oto do:We thould be eminently

uilty,not only of the greateft Remifsnefs, and moft fupine Neg-
ﬁgﬁnce, but alfo of open Breach' of our folemn Oaths and
"Fauth, and manifeft Difobedience to our Prince, if we fhould
not exert the Authority committed to us, for the vindicating
of the Praétice of Phyfick out of the Hands of Ignorant Me-
chanicks, and other Illegal Invaders of that Liberal Faculty.
And whereas, in all Trades and Corporations of this City, con-
ftituted for Private Benefit, not for Publick Ufe, and that by
Charter only, not by the Statute-Laws of the Land, do with-
out Blame or Envy inform againft any Intruders, fo as not to
fuffer any neighbouring Trade to break in upon them, but
that by fevere Mul&s and Fines conftantly impofed upon
Offenders, they vigoroufly maintain their refpeétive Bounds
and Limits ; It cannot be thought hard and unreafonable in the
College of Phyficians alone (being conftituted of men of ge-
nerous and liberal Education, and inftituted for Publick Benefit,
¢onfirmed not only by repeated Charters, but feveral Acts of
. Parliament, out of which no Perfon of fufficient Capacity
and Learning can be excluded) to affert it§ Own Conftitution
and Privileges, by legally punifhing fuch Perfons asfhall boldly
invade the Liberties of that Society ; efpecially, when fo precious
a thing as the Healths and Lives of the King’s moft eminent
Subjects, refiding in and about this City, are herein concerned.
For the Difcharge therefore of that Duty incambent upon them,
viz.to preferve the Healthful State of the King’s Subjects,{&c.) the
prefent College have taken all imaginable Care fo to regulate
the Practice of Phyfick, as that no Perfon may be neglected or

ag-
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agprieved: The known Poor and Meaner Families are abun-
dantly and prudently provided for, by a late Order for that
Purpofe. Itis well known, thatin Families of Middle Rank, the
-Phyficians are moderate in their Expeétations and Demands ;
and for thofe thatare Richand Noble, Liberality is infeparable
from their Quality and Breeding. We are alfo fully refolved,
for the Publick Good, to incourage and. proteé thofe two ne-
ceflary Inftruments of Phyfick, the Chirurgeons and the Apo-
thecaries (the latter of which owe their Charter and Knowlege
of Medicines to the Favour of the College) fo long as they
fhall contain themfelves within the Limits of their own Profefii-
ons ; and, in fhort, to do all other things neceffary for the vindi-
cating and perpetuating of the Faculty of Phyfick, that fo the
Young Students in our Univerfities, may not be difcouraged
- fromapplying themfelves to the Study of a Science, fo ufetul
' to the Common-wealth ; nor that Profeffion beinvaded by the
Vulgar, which hath been the uvfual Support of the Younger
Sonsof the Gentry of this Kingdom. |

-
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