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THE LIFE OF

JOHN ELWES, Efq.

MEGGOT was the family-name of Mr.
- Elwes ; and hisname being John, the con-
junétion of Jack Meggot, induced ftrangers to
imagine fometimes that his friends were addrefl-
ing him by an affumed appellation. The father
of Mr. Elwes was an eminent brewer ; and his
dwelling-houfe and offices were {ituated in South-
wark ; which borough was formerly reprefented
in parliament by his grand-father, Sir George
Meggot. During his life, he purchafed the eftate
now in the poffeflion of the family of the Calverts,
at Marcham, in Berkfhire. he father died
when the late Mr. Elwes was only four years
old; fo that little of the {ingular chara&er of
Mr. Elwes isto be attributed to him; but from
the mother it may be traced with eafe: fhe was
left nearly one hundred thoufand pounds by her
husband,—and yet {tarved her(elf to death.

The only children from the above marriage;,
were Mr. Elwes, and a daughter, who married
the fatherof the late Colonel Timms—and from
thence came the intail of fome part of the prefent
eftate.

Mr. Elwes, at an early period of life, was fent
to Wefltminfter School, where he remained ten or
twelve years. He certainly, during that time,

| ‘had not mifapplied his talents—for he was a good
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6 THE LIFE OF
- Sir Harvey, 'in trath, was a moft ﬁﬂgtﬂaf

chara&er—and the way in which he lived was

no lefs fo. His feclufion from the world nearly

reached that of an hermit: and, extreme avarice
excepted, a more.blamelefs life was never led by

mortal. '

SKETCH OF SIR HARVEY ELWES. =

Sik HarRvVEY Erwes fucceeded Sir JERe
VAISE, a.very worthy gentleman, that had in-

volved, as far as they would go, all the eftates he
veceived and left behind him. Sir Harvey, on
his death, found himfelf poffeffed, nominally, of
fome thoufands a year, but really with an income
of one hundred pounds per annum. On his ar-

rival at Stoke, the family feat, he faid, ¢“that
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never would he leave it till be had entirely clear-
ed the paternal eftate ;”’—this he not only accom=-
plithed ; but, befides, lived to realize above one

hundred thoufand pounds.

In his youth he had been given over for a con=
fumption; fo he had no conftitution and no
paflions. e wastimid, thy, and diffident in the |

extreme: of a thin {pare habit of body, and with- |

out a friend upon earth. The hoarding up, and

the counting his money, formed his greate(t ﬁny. |

Next to that was—partridge-fetting: at which
he was fo great an adept, and game was then fo
plentiful—that he has been known to take five
hundred brace of birds in one feafon. But he

lived upon partridges—he and his whole little
houfehold, confifting of one man and two maids.
‘What they could not eat he turned loofe again, as
he never gave any thing.away to his neighbours.

Sir Harvey and his man never mifled a day,
during the partridge feafon, if the weather was
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JOHN ELWES, Efq. .
tolerable—and his breed of dogs being remarka-
blfy good, he'feldom failed taking great quantities
0

ame. ,
, ﬁt all times, he wore a black velvet cap much
over his face—a worn-out full-dreffed fuit of
cloaths, an old great coat, with worlted ftockings
“drawn ‘up over his knees. ©~ He rode a thin
thorough-bred horfe, and ““the horfe and his ri-
der” both looked as if a guft of wind would have
blown them away together.

When the weather was not fine enough to
tempt him abroad, he would walk backwards and
forwards in his ‘old hall, to fave the expence of
fire.  Ifa farmer in his neighbourhood came in
on bufinefs, he would ftrike a light in a tinder-
box that he kept by him, and putting one fingle
ftick upon the grate, would not add another, un-
til the firft was nearly confumed.

Having little conne&tion with London, he
generally had three or four thoufand poundsata
time in his houfe. A fet of fellows, who were
afterwards known by the appellation of the
Thackftead Gang—and who were afterwards all
hung— formed a plan to rob him. They were
totally unfufpefted at that time, each having
fome apparent occupation during the day, and
wentout only at night, upon very goodintelligence.

It was Sir Harvey’s cuftom to retire to his
bed-chamber at eight ‘o'clock; where, after
taking a bafon of water-grucl, by the light of a
fmall fire, he went to bed—to fave the unncceflary
extravagance of a candle

The gang, who perfectly knew the hour when
his {fervant went to the ftable, leaving their hor-
fes in a fmall grove on the Efiex fide of the river,
walked acrofs, and hid themfelves i the church
e | porch,









10 THE LIFE OF

ved, with more humour than decency,®¢ that it
was well Sir Harvey could not fee it.”

His fortune which had now become immenfe,
fell to his nephew, Mr. Meggot; who, by will,
was ordered to aflume the name and arms of
Elwes. '

Thus lived, and thus died, the uncle to old
Mr. Elwes, whofe pofleffions, at the time of his
death, were {uppoled to be, at leaft, two hun-
dred and fifty thoufand pounds, and whofe an-
nual expenditure was about one hundred and ten
pounds! Though the robbery before mentioned
probably did not accelerate his death, it yet lay
heavy on his {pirits; but ' more particularly
when employed in the delightful tatk 6f counting
his gold. ' |

However incredible this may appear, it is yet
ftri&ly true: that his cloaths coft him nothing,
for he took them out of an old ‘cheft, where they
had lain fince the gay days of Sir Jervaife,

He kept his houfehold chiefly upon game and
fifh from his own pond: the cows which grazed
before his own door, furnithed milk, cheefe;
and butter, for the little oceconomical house-
h;}ild-; and what fuel hedid burn, his woods sup-

ed. |
4 To thofe who cannot exift out of the buftle of
Society, and the fever of public fcenes, it may
be curious to know, that here wasa man, who
had the courage tolive, asit were, nearly feventy
years alone!

To the whole of his uncle’s property, Mr.
Elwes fucceeded; and it was imagined, that of
his own, was not at the time, very inferior. He
got too, an additional feat—but he got it, as it had

been



JOHN ELWES, Efq. T

been moft religioufly delivered down for agespaft :

the furniture was moft facredly antique; not a
room was painted, nor a window repaired; the
beds above ftairs were all in canopy and ftate,
where the worms and moths held undifturbed
Pnﬂ'ﬂﬂinn; and the roof of the houfe was in-
imitable for the climate of Italy.

Mr. Elwes had now advanced beyond the for-
tieth year of his age; and for fifteen years pre-

_vious to this period it was, that he was known
' in the fafhionable circles of London. He had

always a turn for play, and it was enly late in
life, and from paying always, and not always
being paid, that he conceived difguft at the in-
clination. ' |
The acquaintances which he had formed at
Weftminfter-School, and at Geneva, together
with his own large fortune, all confpired to in-
troduce him into whatever fociety he liked beft.
He was admitted a member ofthe club at Arthur’s,
and various other clubs of that period. And, as
fome proof of his notoriety at that time, as a man
of deep play, Mr. Elwes, the late Lord Robert
Bertie, and fome others, are noticed in a {cene in
the Adventures of 2 Guinea, for the frequency
of their midnight orgies. Few men, even from
his own acknowledgment, had played deeper
than himfelf ; and with fuccefs more various.
He once played two days and a night without
intermiffion; and the room being a fall one,
‘the party were nearly up to the knees in cards.

' He loft fome thoufands at that fitting. The late

Duke of Northumberland, who would never

quit a table where any hope of winning remain-

ed==was of the party, 2 i
{a










































JOHN ELWES, Efq. as

houfe together. In the lower parts of it, all
was fhut and filent ; but, on afcending the {tair-
cafe, they heard the moans of a perfon, feeming-
ly in diftrefs. They went to the chamber--and
there, upon an old pallet-bed, lay ftretched out,
{eemingly in death, the figure of old Mr. Elwes.
For fome time he feemed infenfible that any bed

wasnear him; buton fome cordials being admi-
niftered by a neighbouring apothecary, who was
fent for, he recovered enough to fay:--¢¢That he
had, he believed, been ill for two or three days
and that there was an old woman in the houle,
but for fome reafon or other fhe had not been
near him. That fhe had been ill herlclf, but
that fhe had got well, he fuppofed, and gone
away.”’ | i :

They afterwards found the o/d woman—the
companion of all his movements, andthe partner
of all his journies—ftretched out lifelefs on a
rug upon the floor, inone of the garrets: fhe had
been dead, to all appearances, about two days. .

Thus died the fervant; and thus would have
died, but for the providential difcovery of him by
Colonel Timms, old Mr. Elwes, her mafter!
His mother, Mrs. Meggot, who poffefled osne
0 hundred thoufand pounds, {tarved herfelf to death:
—and her fon, who certainly was then worth
half a million, nearly died in his own houfe for
abfolute want ! :

Mr. Elwes, however, was not a hard land-
§lord, and his tenants lived eafily under him: but
§if they wanted any repairs, they were always at
theriy todo them for themfelves ; for whatmay be
ftiled the comforts of a houfe, were unknown to

him. What he allowed not to himfelf, it could
W fcarcely be expected he would give to others.

C VR He
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JOHN ELWES, Efq. 29
Old Mr. Elwes ftill went on in his fupport of
Lord North, and the madnefs of his American
war, conducéted as he conducted it, till the coun-
try grew tired of his adminiftration. But the
fupport given by Mr. Elwes was of the molt
difinterefted kind, for no man was more materi-
ally a fuffexér. The great property which he had
in houfes, and thofe chiefly amonglt the new
buildings of Marybone, was much injured by the
war ; andas no {mall proof of it, he had juft then
fupplied the money to build a crefcent at the end
of Quebec Street, Portman Square, where he
expended certainly not lefs than feven or eight
thoufand pounds, and which, from the want of
inhabitants, at that time, was never finithed.
Convinced, at length, of the ill condu& of Lord
North, Mr, Elwes entered into a regular and
{yltematic oppofition to his meafures, with the
arty of Mr. Fox; in which he continued till
iﬂrd North was driven from power, in March
1782. The debates at this period were very long
and interefting, and generally continued till a
late hour in the morning. Mr. Elwes, who ne-
ver left any company, public or private, the
firft, always ftaid out the whole debate. After
the divifion, Mr. Elwes, without a great coat,
would immediately go out of the Houfe of Com-
mons into the cold air, and, merely to fave the
expence of a hackney-coach, walk to the Mount
Coffee-houfe. Sir Jofeph Mawbey, and Mr.
Wood, of Lyttleton, who went the fame way as
Mr. Elwes did, often propofed a hackney-coach
to him, but the reply always was, ¢“he liked
nothing fo much as walking.” However, when
their hackney-coach ufed to overtake him, he
| had no objeétion to coming in to them; knowing
that they muft pay theéare. A
| 3












JOHN ELWES, Efq. 23

country fince the begining of time! This was -
the memorable and juftly execrated coalition be-
tween thofe contending and rancorous chieftains,
Lord North and Mr. Fox. Mr. Elwes’s rea-
fons for fupporting this meafure, were unknown
to his moft intimate friends ; and, ac he does not
appear to have been fufceptible of corruption, it
is more than probable that he poflefled no deci-
ded or cogent motives in his own mind.

When he quitted parliament, however, no
man more reprobated this meafure than he did:
he has frequently declared fince, and the decla-
ration is curious and worth recording,—¢¢ That,
after the experience he had of public [peakers,
and members of pariiament, there was only one
man, he thought, could now talk him out of his
money, and that was young Pitt!”

The parliamentary life-of Mr, Elwes ended
with this coalition. The chara&er, however,
which he had long borne, in Berkfkire, for in=
tegrity ; might have made a re-ele&tion notimpro-
bable, notwithftanding the rage which had gone
forth againit all the abettors 05 the coalition and
its principles. But here the private principles of
Mr. Elwes ftepped in, and prevented all

thoughts of a conteft. Such a thing would have

been fo contrary to the faving features, and very
countenance of his charaéter, that he would have
expired at the firft eleftion dinner. The ufual
parade of colours and cockades, would have been
to him a death- warrant, and open houfes, at bis
expence, immediate execution.

He retired voluntarily from parliamentary
life, and even took no leave of his conflituents
by an advertifement, But though Mr. Elwes
was now no longera Member of the Houfe of
, a4 - Commons,




























































JOHN ELWES, Efg. 53

mutual wifhes of the parties.” ¢¢ 1 dare fay I
do,” replied the old gentleman. ¢ Then, Sir;”
faid Doftor Noel, ¢ you have no objettion to
an immediate union? you fee I talk freely on the
fubje@.” Old Mr: %lwes had no objeétion to
any thing. ¢¢“Now then, Sir,’’ obferved Docltor
Noel, ¢¢ we have only one thing to fettle; and
you are fo kind, there can be no difliculty about
the matter; as I fhall behave liberally to my
neice--- What do you mean to give your fon #”--~
““Give!” faid old Elwes, ¢““{urel did not fa
any thing about giving; but if you wiifh it fo
mnch, I will give my confent.

The clofe of Mr. Elwes’s life was ftill referved
for one fingularity more, and which will not be
held lefs fingular than all that has paffed before
it, when his difpofition and his advanced age are
confidered. He gave away his affeCtions; he con-
ceived the tender paflion !---In plain terms, hav-
ing been accuftomed for fome time to pafs his
hours, from ceconomy, with the two maid-fer-
vants in the kitchen---one of them had the art to
induce him to fall in love with her; and itis
matter of doubt, had it not been ‘difcovered,
whether fhe would not have had the power over
him to have made him marry her.

But good fortune, and the attention of his
friends, faved him from this laft a& of madnefs, -
---in which, perhaps, the pitiable infirmity of
nature, weakened and worn down by age and
perpetual anxiety, isin fome meafure to be cal-
led to account. At thofe moments, when the
cares of money left him fomewhat of eafe, he
had no dometftic fcene of happinels to which he
could fly---and therefore felt with more {enfibi-
lity, any a&t of kindnefs that might come from
any quarter : and thus when his fons were abfent .
having no one near him whom principle made

~afliduous--thofe Whﬂ?l’r;_}__!i’hf__be interefted, too fre-
quently gained his attention. ™ %







JOHN ELWES, Efq. 55

‘¢ he had that within” which baffled every effort
of this kind. Of his heart it might be faid,
¢ there was no peace in Ifrael.” His mind, caft
away upon the vaft and troubled ocean of his pro-
perty, extending beyond the bounds of his cal-
culation, returned to amufe itfelf with fetchi
and carrying about a few guineas, which, in that
ocean, was indeed a drop.

His very fingular appetite Mr. Elwes retained
till within a few days of his diffolution, and
walked on foot twelve miles but a fortnight be-
fore he died. St

The firft fymptoms of more immediate decay,
were his inability to enjoy his reft at night. Fre-
quently would he be heard at midnight as if {trug-
gling with fome one in his chamber, and crying
out, ‘I will keep my money, I will; nobody
thall rob me of my property! "On any one of
the family going into his room, he would ftart
from his fever of anxiety, and, as if waking
from a troubled dream, again hurry into bed,
and feem unconf{cious of what had happened.

At other times, when perfe&tly awake, he
would walk to the fpot where he had hidden his
money, to fee if it was fafe. Onenight, while
in his waking ftate, he mifled his treafure—that
great fum of five guineas and an half, and half a
crown! That great fum, which at times folaced
and diftradted the laft moments of a man, whofe
property, nearly reaching to a million extended
itself almoft through every county in England.

The circumftances of the lofs were thefe ;-

Mzr. Partis, who was then with him in Berk-
fhire, was waked one morning about two o’clock
by the noife of a naked foot, feemingly walking
about his bed-chamber with great caution. Some-
what alarmed at the circumitance, he naturally
afked, ‘¢ who is there?” on which a perfon com-

ing up towards the bed, faid with great civility—







