An address upon laying the foundation-stone of the Queen's Hospital,
Birmingham, June 18, 1840. With notes, and an appendix ... To which is
prefixed, an account of the ceremony / [Vaughan Thomas].

Contributors

Thomas, Vaughan, 1775-1858.
Queen's Hospital (Birmingham, England)

Publication/Creation
Oxford : W. Baxter, 1840.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/bp62t9x9

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/







QUEEN’S HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM.

(Extracted from THE BIRMINGHAM ADVERTISER of June 25, 1840.)

O~ Thursday last, the first stone of the Clinical Hospital,
about to be erected in the neighbourhood of the town,
under the immediate patronage of the Queen and Queen
Dowager, was laid by the Right Hon. the Earl Howe, in
the presence of a numerous assemblage, including most of
the Gentry, Clergy, and influential inhabitants of Birming-
ham and its vicinity. The project for founding a second
Hospital originated with the Rev. Chancellor Law, the
enlightened and liberal patron of the Royal School of
Medicine, and of numerous other institutions adapted to
meet the wants and promote the happiness of his fellow-
creatures. With respect to the necessity there existed, and
which has long been felt, for the establishment of a second
Hospital, it is only necessary to state, that in this great cen-
tral metropolitan district, intersected in all directions with
canal and railway communications, embracing within its
range upwards of a million of people employed amidst
the deleterious effluvia arising out of the manufactures,
hourly exposed to accident and disease from machinery
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and mining operations, there has hitherto existed but one
institution of the kind. That Hospital was opened in 1779,
when the population did not exceed 50,000, while the
number of inhabitants, at the present time, amounts to
nearly, if, indeed, it does not exceed, 200,000; and the
fact is notorious, that numerous applicants have been
refused admission from the want of adequate accom-
modation.

The spot selected for the site of the proposed new Hos-
pital is in one of the most elevated situations, and is con-
sidered, by Medical men, the most salubrious quarter of
Birmingham, being in Bath-row, about half a mile west-
ward of the town, the old General Hospital being situated
to the eastward. The building will consist of two principal
wings, named after the Royal Patronesses, the ¢ Victoria”
and the ¢ Adelaide,” and will contain 140 or 150 beds.

It may not be uninteresting to notice some of the leading
features which the Queen’s Hospital will present, as dis-
tinguishing it from the government and regulations of
similar institutions, and which cannot fail to be highly
advantageous to the poor, for whose benefit the institution
is to be established. The Medical officers will consist of
three Physicians and three Surgeons, one Assistant Phy-
sician and one Assistant Surgeon, whose duties will be to
undertake equally the care of the in-patients, the home-
patients, and out-patients; but one Physician and Surgeon
shall be specially appointed each week to receive patients;
a Medical officer’s daily-attendance book shall be kept; a
systematic register of the cases wunder treatment shall be
made out, from which valuable statistical tables can be
formed and published annually. The students of the
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Hospital shall be filled up by the Medical officers, from the
students of the Royal School of Medicine, after public
examination, and the production of testimonials of good
conduct; and all fees paid by them shall be devoted to the
support of the Hospital. 'The Medical officers to hold
themselves responsible for the conduct of the students.
The Physician and Surgeon of the week shall attend daily
at nine o’clock to receive patients. There is to be a self-
supporting ward set apart for the reception of female
servants, and other females with respectable recommenda-
tions, who shall pay seven shillings on admission, and the
like sum every week. With respect to free out-patients,
it is proposed, (in order to encourage a laudable spirit of
independence and self-respect,) to permit the provident
and industrious to procure for themselves or their families
the benefit of regular Medical and Surgical advice, and
to prevent loss of time by applying for relief. In cases
of sudden illness, any artisan, labourer, servant, or other
poor person, being unable to pay a Physician or Surgeon,
may be admitted as a ¢ free out-patient” on producing a
recommendation from a Subseriber, and, on the payment of
bs. he shall be entitled to receive advice and medicines for
the ensuing six weeks.

Besides the ordinary advantage derived from the Hospital,
a Midwifery department will be added for the benefit of
poor lying-in married women, on the production of a
home-patient’s ticket, who shall be attended at their own
homes. This department will be under the superintend-
ence of the Teacher of Midwifery of the Royal School of
Medicine and Surgery.

After this brief sketch of the eircumstances connected
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with the establishment of the Queen’s Hospital, it will not
be a matter of surprise, that the laying of the first stone of
the institution was hailed by the inhabitants as a deeply
mteresting and important event in the history of the town.

The arrangements made for the occasion were of the
most ample and satisfactory description. About eleven,
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Warwickshire was opened
in the Committee-room, at the Town Hall, where nearly
300 members of this ancient fraternity were assembled,
including the Deputy Provineial Master, the Right Wor-
shipful Brother, (Earl Howe,) and several brethren from
Dudley, Wolverhampton, Walsall, Northampton, Chester,
Nuneaton, Coventry, Warwick, Leamington, &c. &e. The
Lodge was opened with the usual formalities, and the
brethren arranged in order of procession by Brother Adams
of Leamington, who performed the important duties of
Grand Director of Ceremonies.

A public breakfast in connection with the proceedings of
the day took place at the Town Hall, at twelve o’clock,
and was attended by upwards of 450 guests. On this occa-
sion the upper table was occupied by the Earl Howe, the
Deputy Grand Master of the Warwickshire Provincial
Grand Lodge of I'ree and Accepted Masons, the Grand
Chaplain in his robes, Lieutenant-Colonel Wyndham and
Officers of the Royal Scots’ Greys, and other "visitors of
distinetion. "The members of the various masonic lodges
from this and the neighbouring counties occupied the
centre tables in their full costume.

The company were enlivened during the repast by the
performance of the celebrated Distin IFFamily, gratuitously

rendered, and the galleries were graced by a large number
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of fasionable and highly respectable ladies. The county
and borough Members were prevented attending owing to
their Parliamentary engagements, and the Lord Bishop of
the Diocese by severe indisposition. At the conclusion of
the breakfast, the company were admirably arranged by the
Deputy Grand Master of the Ceremonies, and moved to
the ground in the most perfect order, followed by a large
number of spectators, and accompanied by the regimental
band of the Scots’ Greys, and a very efficient force of
Police, along New-street, High-street, the Bull-ring,
Spiceal-street, Edgbaston-street, Smallbrook-street, Exeter-
row, and Holloway-head, to the site of the intended
Hospital. In the above streets dense masses of people
were congregated, and the windows of the houses occupied
by anxious spectators, who were deeply interested in the
scene. The Lodges had a beautiful effect, and the novelty
of the sight in Birmingham caused a large influx of visitors
from the surrounding hamlets and villages.

When the Junior Lodge arrived within a short distance
of the ground, it halted and opened right and left, and so
on with the other Lodges in succession, according to se-
niority, in order to allow the Grand Provincial Lodge to
advance to the site of the intended building.

On arriving on the ground, the procession entered the
enclosed space in admirable order, and was received by the
venerable President, Dr. Johnstone; and, notwithstanding
upwards of 10,000 persons were present, not the slightest
confusion or accident occurred to mar the auspicious com-
mencement of this noble and benevolent work. On the
right hand side of the enclosure a large temporary platform
had been erected for the accommodation of spectators,
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which was filled by the members of some of the principal
families in the neighbourhood, and of the subsecribers and
friends of the Hospital. A platform was also erected
above the spot, on which the corner stone was laid, from
which the Rev. Dr. Marsh offered up the following prayer
for the Divine Blessing on the work in which they were
about to engage.

¢ Almighty and most merciful Father, Creator and
Preserver of all mankind, Who hast taught us at all times,
and upon all occasions, to approach Thy throne ; Grant us
grace, that under a sense of Thy Presence, as the Searcher
of hearts, we may now approach Thee in sincerity and
truth. Thou art the Father of Lights, and from Thee
cometh every good and every perfect gift. Thou openest
Thine hand, and fillest all things living with plenteousness.
Thou compassionest the wmniseries of Thy creatures, and
givest medicine to heal their sickness. Thou inspirest
some with wisdom for the benefit of others, and blessest
the means which they apply to the relief of the suffering.
Look down, we beseech Thee, with favour upon this under-
taking ; and grant, that what has now been commenced
under Thy good Providence, may be effectual for the pur-
pose for which it is designed.

“ We thank Thee that we live under a Dispensation, that
has embodied Benevolence in the Person of our Blessed
Redeemer, Who went about doing good, and healing all
manner of sickness, and all manner of disease among the
people. May we learn from His perfect example, and His
instructive parable of the good Samaritan, that no differ-
ence of Nation or Religion should hinder the flow of
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Benevolence and Love. We therefore commend to Thy
Fatherly goodness all those who are any ways afflicted or
distressed in mind, body, or estate, that it may please Thee
to comfort and relieve them, giving them patience under
their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions.

“ And now, O Lord, grant unto us, and to the people
of this Realm, and especially to Her most gracious Ma-=
jesty Queen Victoria, to Her Royal Consort, to Adelaide
the Queen Dowager, and to all the Royal Family, health,
peace, and happiness; and we beseech Thee, grant unto
us all the increase of faith, hope, and charity; that, our
hearts being united in the bond of peace and of all virtues,
we may contribute to the welfare of our fellow-creatures,
and finally, by Thy mercy, through the merits of our
Redeemer, be received into that state of blessedness, in
which sickness, suffering, and death are unknown, to the
glory of Thy Ioly Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Who, in compassion to our manifold infirmities, has taught
us thus to pray.

“ Our Father, &e.”

At the close of this prayer, Earl Howe took his place
near the stone which had been let into the ground. A
silver trowel was then presented to his Lordship, upon
which the following words were inscribed :(—

¢ With this trowel was laid the foundation-stone of the
Queen’s Hospital, at Birmingham, by the Right Honour-
able Richard Ilarl Howe, assisted by the I'raternity of I'ree
and Accepted Masons, on the 13th of June, 1840.”

The Noble Lord was then presented with a large number
of gold and silver coins of the. reign of his late and her
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present Majesty, together with some bronzed and other
medals of the Queen, Queen Dowager, Duke of Welling-
ton, Earl Nelson, &ec. presented by Mr. Collis and Mr. T.
W. Ingram, which he deposited in a glass vase, imbedded
in a stone, and afterwards covered with a glass lid. A
brass plate, upon which was the following inscription, was
then placed over the vase by his Lordship :—

¢ This stone of a new Hospital, to be called the Queen’s
Hospital, in union with the Royal School of Medicine and
Surgery at Birmingham, was laid by the Right Honourable
Richard Earl Howe, assisted by the Fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons, on the 18th of June, A.D. 1840, and in
the third year of the reign of her Majesty Queen Vietoria.—
Bateman and Drury, Architects,”

The stone was now lowered, and conducted to its bed.
The square, the plumb, the level, and the mallet, being
successively delivered by the respective officers to the
Noble Earl, and applied by him to the sides, top, and
square of the stone, his Lordship poured on it corn, wine,
and oil, with this Invocation, ¢ May the bounteous Author
of Nature bless this town with abundance of corn, wine, and
oil, and with all the necessaries, conveniences, and comforts
of life.” The stone was then declared to be laid in its bed
according to the rules of architecture, amidst the loud
huzzas of the company : the fine band of the Scotch Greys
playing ¢ God save the Queen.”

At this time the scene was most interesting; a large
stand of ascending seats filled with ladies on the right, the
whole area of the future building filled with clergymen,
professors, pupils, masonic brethren, bands of music, fire-
men’s companies, and the military policemen who had
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flanked the procession, the crowds who could not be ad-
mitted—all these gave to the spectacle a form and character
which will not soon be forgotten.

The music having ceased, an Address was delivered from
the platform, by the Rev, Vaughan Thomas, Vicar of
Stonleigh, one of the Trustees of the Queen’s Hospital and
Royal School ; the friend to that great contributor to this,
as well as to many other charitable institutions, the Rev.
Dr. Warneford, whose donation of £1,000 may be called the
great pecuniary foundation-stone of the building: to which,
however, the Rev. Chancellor Law has also nobly contri-
buted. This Address was an argument upon the importance
of combining Educational with Charitable purposes in the
Economy of an Hospital; it also embraced many references
and allusions to the day and the ceremony, and the ser-
vices of the Earl Howe, in the cause of piety as well as
charity, and especially to those which he had done for the
Royal School, in obtaining its Charter and name of Royalty
from King William the Fourth, and in having, in like man-
ner, succeeded in his application to the Queen Dowager,
for her Majesty’s patronage. The Sovereign Queen,
Victoria, has been also graciously pleased to patronize this
Hospital. There was one topic which was much felt, and
followed by great applause—the deliverance of her Majesty
from the assassin’s violence.

After referring to the glorious anniversary on which they
were assembled, (18th of June,) the Reverend Gentlemen
said,

«« Upon such an occasion I must not forget—and, remem-
bering, must not withhold—what T am sure your patriotism
and piety will have anticipated ; I mean the expression of
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our thanks and praises to Divine Providence for the mer-
ciful deliverance which the arm of the Lord, outstretched
to prevent and powerful to save, has vouchsafed to our
Sovereign, Queen Victoria—the Sovereign of our country,
and the Queen of its affections. May our rescued Queen,
and her Royal Consort Prince Albert, the partaker of her
danger and her deliverance—may they continue in health,
peace, joy, and honour: may they live long and happy on
earth, and, after death, obtain everlasting life and a glorious
immortality.” "T'he assembly responded to the prayer by a
long and fervent Amen.

The Address also embodied a great variety of historical
evidences to show, that the public mind formerly had not
been sufficiently alive to the importance of providing for
professional education at the first building of Hospitals by
voluntary contribution ; for though Charity and its dis-
pensations ought to take the lead and be the first consi-
deration, Science and Instruction ought not, as formerly, to
be neglected.

The ceremony being completed, the authorities, public
bodies, and Masonic Lodges, (the latter in reversed order,)
moved on, passing on their return to the Town Hall along
Islington-row, the Five Ways, Broad-street, and Paradise-
street. The Provincial Lodge was then formally closed :
and it reflected the highest credit upon the ¢ sous of Light,”
that, notwithstanding the fatigue which they underwent,
there was but a slight difference perceptible in their nu-
merical strength, on their return to the Lodge-room.

Altogether the spectacle was one of the most gratifying
description ; and never, on an occasion of a similar nature,
did we witness the proceedings conducted with greater
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Judgment or regularity. The conduct of the police met
with universal approbation.

On Saturday, June 20, a Special Meeting of the Council
was held, the President, Dr. Johustone, in the Chair; amongst
the members present were Dr. Booth, Dr. Birt Davies,
Dr. Eccles, Dr. Ingleby, Mr. T. Upfill, Mr. W. Room,
Mr. E. T. Cox, Mr. W. H. Osborn, Mr. James Bourne,
Mr. W. W. Crowder, Mr. Sands Cox, Mr. Woolrich,
Mr. Berry, Mr. Langston Parker, &e. &c. when the following
donations were announced to the Meeting :—

Benefaction. Annnal.
£ s d £ & d

Her Gracious Majesty the Queen Dowager s0 0 0
His Grace the Duke of Sutherland . : 20 0 0
The Right Hon. the Earl of Stamford and

Warrington : : . . o0 0 0
The Right Hon. the Earl Fitzwilliam . 50 0 0
The Right Hon. the Earl Howe . . 100 0 0
The Hon. and Very Rev. the Dean of

Lichfield . : : : : 21 0.0
The Rev. Dr. 8. Wilson Warneford . 1000 0 0
The Rev. Chancellor Law : . . 200 .0 8
Edw. Jolnstone, M.D. . : . ;10 oD
John E. Piercy, Esq. Warley Hall . b dD0: 0 50 o & U
Mr. Thomas Upfll . : ; ; : 80 O 0
Mr. Edw. T. Cox . : . ; . 50 0 0
Mr. T. Parkes, Bristol Road . : : 50 0 0 2 il
Mr. 8. Lloyd, Old Bank . 3 . ] 21 .0 0 & b, 1@
Joseph Webster, Esq. . : : : 26 0 0 202 W
The Rev. Mr. Ellis, Wotton Wawen . 20 0 W -
Miss Piercy, Priory Place ; : : 20 0.9
Mr. Wittingham, Ashted House . . 20 0 0 Ze 2 0
Mr. W. W. Crowder : . d . > 5 0
Mr. G. V. Blunt 2

ko o
L]

Mr. M. Bolton, Moseley .



The Rev. Mr. Maturin
Mr. W. H. Deykin .
Mr. A Allen .
Mr. W. Redfern
Mr. Ross : :
Mr. W. H. Osborn .
Mr. W. Room, Parade
Mr. F. Room . :
Mr. J. Bourne, High Street
The Rev. V. Thomas, Oxford .
Mr. Gillott, Newhall-street
Mr. J. Mason, Gravelly-hill
Mr. T. Whitfield, Friday-bridge
Mr. G. Taylor, Edgbaston-street
Mr. James Shaw, The Willows
The Rev. Dr. Cox, Atherstone
Mr, Barnett, Bennett’s Hill
Mr. Clement Ingleby
Mr. J. W. Unett
The Rev. J. Angel James
Mr. R. T. Taylor, Bull-ring
Mr. J. Mabson, St. Mary’s
W. Weston, Esq. Stratford
Mr. Millington, The Brades
Mr. Fulford, Aston-road
Mr. Bodell, Camp-hill
Mr. Rubery, Newhall-street
Mr. Adkins, Bull-street
Mr. Wragge, Bennett’s-hill
Mr. H. Rotton, Bennett’s-hill .
The Rev. Mr. Simcox, Harborne
Mr. Parker
Mrs. Adams ;
Mrs, Onions . : A 5
Mr. Sargant -
Mrs. Basset Smith .
Mrs. W, H. Oshorn

&c. &e. &e.
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Frienps, Apvocates, and Patrons of the
Birmingham Royal School of Medicine and Sur-
gery !—or rather let me address you in words of
larger import, as Friends of your fellow-creatures
suffering under accident or disease ; as Advocates
of those principles of brotherly love, which have
been revealed by the Son, and recorded by the
Spirit of God; as Patrons of every judicious
provision, which Charity or Science can suggest for
the relief, cure, or removal of bodily afflictions |—
with heart-felt joy I offer my congratulations upon
this occasion. I offer them, not merely as one
known to take a lively interest in this great and
good undertaking, but also as the representative of
him, who, besides that lively interest, which he
shares in common with myself, has manifested
upon this, as upon all the other great efforts which
you have successively made to improve, extend,
facilitate professional education, his pious and

B
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patriotic devotion to the same great cause, and
who has repeatedly shewn, in furtherance of it, a

spirit of munificence which is peculiarly his own.

But the congratulations which my present
honourable position before this large and dis-
tinguished assembly enables me to offer, (a position,
which I refer partly to my connection with the
Royal School as one of its Trustees, but princi-
pally to the favourable dispositions of the Com-
mittee of Management towards me, as Dr. Warne-
ford’s friend,) those congratulations would be de-
fective, and 1 am sure that they would by no
means accord with the tone and spirit of your
loyalty, if they did not exhibit the workings of our
gratitude towards our Sovereign Lady, the Queen,
and towards Her Majesty, Adelaide the Queen
Dowager, for having graciously consented to be
(and to be declered to be, in the very style and
title of this Hospital®) its illustrious Patronesses

and Protectors.

To the solicitude of their Majesties for the

health of a largely increased and increasing popu-

* 1t is to be called the QueeN’s HospiTaL,
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lation of manufacturers, miners, and labourers in
trade and agriculture; to their perception of the
great advantage, or rather of the urgent duty, of
providing a succession and supply of able Practi-
tioners to administer to the wants of the sick and
maimed ; to these and other motives of Benevolence
we are to ascribe the gratifying distinction, which so
large an amount of Royal Patronage has conferred
upon us. Under such auspices, and under the hopes
of the still higher protection of the King of kings,
a Second Hospital (for this great town, unlike all
others of the same magnitude, has but One)is to be
erected upon this foundation-stone. And I must here
observe, to the honourable band of Masonic Friends
who have been pleased to give us their most inte-
resting services upon this occasion, that the founda-
tion-stone of the Hospital has been so geometrically
squared, and so skilfully laid, that it may well serve
for an emblem of the fortunes of our future
Institution, of its stability as a Temple of Learning
as well as Mercy, of the rectitude of its ad-
ministration, of the permanency of the blessings
and benefits which it will be able to dispense.
Memory too as well as imagination must be per-

mitted to exercise its Powers on behalf of this
B 2
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arduous undertaking, and minister joyful anticipa-
tions of future success, by bringing to our recollection
the events of this auspicious day®. Do we not here
find presages of triumph over difficulties and
dangers? Do we not find on the fields of Waterloo
evidences of what may be effected by constancy
and courage? It was a good and righteous cause
which called forth those energies, and God was
pleased to crown them with such a Victory, as
battle-field never saw before. The presence of some -
of those gallant champions of their Country (now the
peaceful champions of Charity and Science) should
remind us, that in every great undertaking, in Peace
as well as War, there must be firmness as well as
fortitude, judgment as well as zeal; that strong
hands and courageous hearts must be guided by
wise counsels and prudent calculations, and that
these, and these only, with the blessing of Providence,

are the parents of success.
I have been led to refer the ultimate success of
our undertaking to Divine Providence. Upon such

a reference I must not forget, and remembering I

b June 18.
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must not withhold, what I am sure your patriotism
and piety will anticipate ; I mean, the expression of
our thanks and praises to the same Divine Pro-
vidence, for the merciful deliverances, which the arm
of the Lord, outstretched to prevent and powerful
to save, has vouchsafed to our Patroness Victoria,
the Sovereign of our country, and the Queen of its
affections. But the requirements of such a duty
are not to be satisfied by so cursory a notice; that
duty demands, and will shortly receive, an appointed
time, an appropriate place, and no language is equal
to the discharge of it but that of Religious Service.
I therefore thank the Almighty for this merciful
interposition of his good Providence, in words which
the Church has applied to former deliverances ;
““ I humbly praise and magnify God’s glorious
name, for his unspeakable goodness towards us, as
expressed in these acts of his mercy:” and let me
again, in words borrowed in like manner from the
page of prayer, express our hopes of future pro-
tection, as well as our thanks for mercies received.
May our rescued Queen, and her Royal Consort
the Prince Albert, the partaker of her danger and
of her deliverance, ‘‘ continue in health and peace,

joy and honour: may they live long and happy
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upon earth, and after death obtain everlasting life

and glory ¢ !”

From these tributes of loyal and religious feeling,
I must return to the acknowledgments which I had
left unfinished. I must now complete the wreath
of praise, with which I would encircle the honoured
names of Vicroria and AperLaipe. May they be
ever coupled together in our memory, and so
descend in the annals of our future Hospital,
adorned with the loveliness of these joint acts of

their charitable patronage and support !

It was to woman’s thoughtful concern for the
sufferings of human nature, under the visitations of
accidental or constitutional ailment, that the sick
were first indebted for the care and consolations of
an Hospital. The fourth century beheld this fair
fruit of Christian charity in the work of a Roman
Matron, the widowed Fabiola, who, according to
the narrative, *‘ sold all her property, which was
suitable to the greatness of her birth, and produced

* The Form of Thanksgiving had not at this time been
distributed.
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a very considerable income. She laid out the
proceeds of the sale for the uses of the poor.
Fabiola was the first to institute an Hospital for
the relief and cure of disease, that she might there
collect the sick from the high ways, and comfort

the limbs of the miserable under the pressure of

want and weakness?®.”

The records of Christian mercy would furnish

" The holy Eulogist of this charitable Matron goes on to say,
““ How shall 1 describe the various calamities of man? Injuries
of the eyes and nose, the latter cut asunder, the former forced
out of their sockets, feet half destroyed by fire, bellies and
extremities swelling with dropsy, mortification seizing in its
worst forms the putrid flesh. How often hath she washed
wounds so offensive, that others would not have been able to
look upon them ! With her own hands was she wont to give
the sufferers their nourishment, and to moisten their parched
but still breathing bodies with little suppings (sorbitiunculis)
to refresh it. 1 know many rich, many religious persons who
practise the like sort of mercy, but then it is by the ministra-
tion of other persons; who are compassionate with their money,
but not with their hands and personal attendances.” See
Hieronymi Epistola in tom. iv. of the Paris edition, 1706, folio,
p. 660. The above is to be found in Ep. 84. ad Oceanum,
entitled De Morte Fabiole.
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other monuments of the same sort, both before and
since the Reformation; but in later ages the
Queens of our Country have been the nursing-
mothers of every charitable dispensation intended
either for the relief of general maladies, or the
special injuries, or losses incident to the human
frame. But, my Lord, it has been reserved for the
peculiar praise of our Royal Patronesses, that their
Majesties, the Queen and Queen Dowager, are the
first to be found in the annals of charitable enter-
prize, who have ever given the sanction of Royal
Names to an Hospital, such as this i1s intended to
be—an Hospital, which is to serve conjointly for a
House of Charity, and a School of Instruction ;
whose ministrations are to be at the same time
Eleemosynary, and Educational; whose services
are to be directed, first, to the great ends of all
Hospitals, the skilful and tender treatment of the
sick and suffering; and, secondly, to the diffusion of
professional knowledge, by means of the practical
lessons, which the mutilated and the diseased impart
to those, who are duly qualified, and rightly dis-
posed, to receive them .

¢ W. Laurence, Esq. of St. Bartholomew’s, besides the praise
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Such, my Lord, is the combination of purposes,
which is to give to the Queen’s Hospital of
Birmingham its peculiar character as an institution,
its comprehensive usefulness as an instrument of
good, personally to those who labour under bodily
distresses, and professionally to those who wish to
qualify themselves for medical and surgical duties,
by learning how to compound and dispense, by
watching the effects of medicine, by witnessing the
methods of scientific Surgery. Such too are the
ends and objects, which, under the wise and bene-
volent estimate which your Lordship is known
to make of whatever is proposed for the temporal

or eternal good of man, have induced the Lord

of having corrected his opinions by a deeper and clearer
insight into the subject of his former errors, is entitled to the
additional praise of having been in an especial manner instru-
mental to the change which took place about 1826, in the
public estimation of provincial Hospitals and provincial Schools
of Medicine and Surgery. There were other distinguished
men residing in the Metropolis who bore the like testimony,
and especially on the behalf of the Schools at Liverpool,
Manchester, Birmingham, and who insisted upon their com-
petency, without the aid of London Schools or London

Hospitals, to complete a Pupil’s Medical and Surgical studies.
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Chamberlain of the Queen Dowager to give a new
dignity to this celebrity, by taking part in its
ceremonies. It is to your Lordship’s marked
approbation of the Christian, professional, patriotic
purposes, which the Birmingham School of Medi-
cine and Surgery seeks to accomplish in these
midland districts of the kingdom,.that the School
1s mainly indebted for the gratifying reception and
honourable results of the Memorial presented on
its behalf to his late Majesty. A great debt of
gratitude was thereby created, and 1n part paid,
by the unanimous vote of thanks at a Special
General Meeting. But, my Lord, I feel it to be
my duty again to bear witness to your most im-
portant services in this cause, which is no other
than the cause of Provincial Education in the
Principles and Practice of Medicine and Surgery—
services, which have now been largely increased in
number and value, by your successful application
to the beloved and venerated Queen Dowager, on
the behalf of this Institution.

But there may be in the circuit of this numerous
assembly some, whose apprehensions may be awak-

ened by their misconception of an Hospital, intended
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to combine Clinical instruction with Charitable
dispensations. Let me endeavour to relieve them
of those apprehensions, and inform them, that the
Educational will be kept in due subordination to
its Charitable purposes. In the chart and scale
of these ministrations, the visitation and comfort,
the relief and cure, of the sick, will form the great
ends and objects of its Physicians and Surgeons.
Charity will do its perfect work before Science will
be permitted to enter upon its Province, or pursue
its disquisitions upon the facts and ph@nomena
of disease. Science in this Hospital will be the
handmaid, not the rival or the ruler, of Charity ;
and thus the sick and maimed will be doubly
benefitted. They will have their cases not only
professionally attended, but pathologically dis-
cussed : they will be studied as well as treated ;
reasoning and consultation will follow inspection
and enquiry, so that it will be scarcely possible
that there should be any errors of judgment, as
to the nature of a case, or any mistakes in the
treatment of it, or any omissions or oversights

in attending to it.

But, independently of such considerations, can

Charity perform a nobler part, or do a greater


















































































































































































































