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( 4 )
foon abandoned, as tedious, from the prolixity
of your effufions ; as unprofitable, from their
wildnefs ; as impracticable, from their indi-
ftinction. Your fundamental principles are,
in my judgement, {o eflentially erroneous, your
whole conception of the Gofpel fo abfolutely
incompatible with the undifputed canduét and
with the unequivocal di¢tates of Cur1sT him-
felf, as to render fuch a fpecific difcuffion of
your fentiments an undertaking of inextrica-
ble and hopelefs perplexity. Every avenue to
conviction, by which fuch arguments, as have
been deemed effetual with rational enqui-
rers, might be expected to approach, is ob-
ftructed by fantaftical prepnﬁeﬂiam, by vi-
fionary feelings, by an experimental percep-
tion of tru-.th,- not .explicable on the known
elements of vulgar reafoning, and only in-
telligible to the happy illuminated devotee ;
Gurarra curTHIW &

Az To wey, ippnviwy
meif"n—.

Y our ear alone the myftic founds can gain:
Ple cians liften ftill, and ftill, in vain.

Among this vulgar berd of unenlightened
fluy ifh catechumens I profefs my name alfo.
——uufier us, therefore, in the profecution of
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( 8)
“apoftle Peter; (A&s, x. 38.) Who went about;
DOING GOOD:

If fome of our modern fanatics have con-
ceived accurately of gofpel-truth, the epitome
of our Saviour’s excellence fhould have been
circum{cribed by very different lines of cha-
ratter ; by a copious difplay of comfortable
illuminations, powerful converfions, fecret in=
fluences, lookings unto God, or fome equivalent
impreflions ; provided only, that the things
themfelves were equally unintelligible and un-
definable: the wild phantoms of defpicable
ignorance, and befotted fuperftition. No,
Sir! the fublime reprefentation of confummate
excellence is depicted in full beauty, and in
matchlefs proportion, by five words only of
fimplicity and {obernefs : HE weNT ABoUT,
poING GooD. The relief of human mifery
in all it's varicties and complications of di-
{trefs, the reformation of the vicious, the in-
firuction of the ignorant, the confirmation of
the virtuous, the confolation of the meek, the
encouragement of the docile, the generous
and indignant reprobation of demure hypo-
crify with fharp untempered expreflion ; —

6 thefe
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and unrecorded in the oracles of truth. The
Gofpel abhors appearances without realities ; it
acknowledges no faith as a meritorious opera-
tion of the heart or intelle&, but the faith ex-
emplified and fubftantiated by the vitality of
‘works. We are commanded to raife upon
our fa:th a noble fuperftructure of wvirtue,
knowledge, temperance, pattence, godlinefs, bro-
therly kindnefs, charity ; (2 Pet. i. §—8.)—of
all the perfonal and relative duties of humani-
ty; if we with to prove ourfelves the followers
and friends of Chrift, ( John, xv. 4.) not in word
only, but in deed and in truth. The virtues
and graces of the Gofpel, like thofe of it’s
illuftrious proclaimer, are activity and exercife;
not torpid influences, and indolent fenfations :
no ftagnant pool of devotional mummeries, of
infipid myfticifm, that cumbers the ground,
and pollutes the atmofphere ; but a falubrious
expanfion of kving waters, difperfing health,
animation, and fertility, through the earth;
and fpringing up into everlafling life: (John,
V. 10. 14.)

2. But in the precepts of our Lord we

fhall find 2 more circum{tantial configuration
of the Chriftian character ; and, if poffible,
6 {carcely
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are confcious, that what I am going to affirm,
is truth. You, good creature ! dutiful fon of
orthodoxy ! pious nurfling of our dear Mo-
ther-Church ! you were f{mitten forfooth !
with a holy compun&ion of {pirit, left the re-
peal of thefe laws, and the confequent removal
of civil difabilities, fhould prove ultimately
prejudicial to the interefts of the hierarchical
eftablithment in thefe kingdoms, and overfet
the Thirty-nine Articles; that impregnable
bulwark of our faith! Your underftanding
was feized, I muft prefume, with a mo-
mentary oblivion of a moft emphatical lef-
fon in our Scriptures; or your theologi-
cal preceptors, it is poflible, had neglected
the proper interpretation of that important
paffage. Suffer me to recall the words to
your remembrance, and to accompany them
with a few notes of illuftration, as we pafs.

“ And Fefus faid unto bis difeiples: But
¢«¢ whom fay ye thatI am? And Simon Peter
«¢ anfwered, and faid: Thou art the Chrniit,
<« the fon of the living God. And Jefus an-
¢ {wered, and faid untohim : Blefied art thou,
¢« Simon Bar-Jona ! for fleth and blood hath
¢ not revealed it unto thee, but my Father

¢ which
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1. By the pretence of this motive of relf-
gion, it fhould feem, that your copy of the
Gofpels prefcribes, as an admirable {pecific
for reforming the manners of the world, and
as the true medium of dung God fervice,
(John, xvi. 2.) the cutting of men’s throats
by a legion of brutal mercenaries trained for
the purpofe, and legalized to the trade of
flaughter | —By this too we may be led to
conclude, that the Yefus, to whom vou /oo,
came into the world, 7ot to SAVE men’s, lives,
but to vesTROY them: (Luke, ix. 56.). By
this, in fhort, we might reafonably prefume,
from the piety and fan&ity of your doétrines
and your life, that a trivial monofyllable has
~lipped, from the carclefinefs of copyiits, out
of one commandment in the decalogue, as
exhibited in your Bible, where you have been
accuftomed to read it thus: |

THOU SHALT COMMIT MURDER !

2. In the next place, the interefts of bu-
manity, beyond all poffibility of contradi¢tion,
are admirably forwarded and fecured by the
converfion of men into fomething much
worfe than ‘drutes:—
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geft to my own mind a variety of exculpatory
reafons, in heedleflnefs, fafhionable levity,
fecular diffipation, an immoderate conceit of
fuperior difcernment, fundamental defeéts of
education, neglect of adequate information
and laborious enquiry, a perpetual expofure
of grofs depravity and puerile fuperftition
in profefling Chriftians, with other obftacles
and difcouragements, as probable fources of
the unbelieving propenfities of the prefent day.
Shew me thy faith by thy works; (James, i
18.) and I am fatisfied: I want no more.
Godwin's Political uftice 1 read with pleafure
and improvement; with admiration of the
philofophical compofure, the temperate but
vigorous ratiocination, the perfpicuous ener=-
getic ftyle, the clear difcernment, and the un-
referved inveftigation, of it’s author.—I differ,
perhaps, in many points; but I confefs, that
1 love fuch men, and wifh ardently that they
were not only a@lmoft, but altegether, fuch as 1
myfelf am: (AQs, xxvi. 29.) Qui tales funt,
utinam effent nofiri! When, on the other
hand, I take up your publication, my predo~
minant feelings are thofe of difguft, abhor-
rence, and indignation. I expelt with fuch

principles an exemplary purity of conduct.— "

I con-

fini e, -







































