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Luxe X. 36, 37.

Which now of thefe three thinkeft thou was
Neighbour unto him that fell among the
Thicves? And he faid, be that [hewed
Mercy on him." Then [faid Fefus unto
him, Go, and do thou likewile.

DO e H E Cafe of the good Samaritan,
PISE Q> 1o which the Text has relation,
el (e :\ » was not principally intended to
Lol 7’“‘@ thew the Neceflity of Works of
;a 2 %QJFI Mercy, or to recommend them
e ﬁ}*‘* to the Pra&ice of the World;
. o thefe were Points in which our
Lord, and the Perfon with whom he difcourfed,
had no difference. Nor is there in the World any
material difference in Opinion upon this Point, as
long as the Duty is recommended in general Pro-
pofitions, and A pplication is made to the com-

mon Sentiments of Humanity in behalf of the
B Miferies




2 The Nature and Extent of Gbarf{y.

Miferies and Sufferings of our Fellow Creatures,
Nor are thefe Sentiments peculiar to Chriftianity,
they have their Foundation in Nature, and extend
as far as Reafon and Senfe prevail ; and it is to the
Pen of an Heathen we owe that memorable Say-
ing, Homo funt, nibil bumanum a me alienum puto.

But however agreeable thefe Works are to the
Senfe and Reafon of Mankind whilft they confider
them only in general, yet in making the Applica-
tion to particular Cafes in order to Practice, many
Difficulties are moved ; and Men unwilling to un-
dergo the Trouble or the Expence which attend
on Works of Charity, or to lay afide their Preju-
dices and Refentments againft Perfons whofe Mif-
fortunes and Calamities have reduced them to be
Objects of Charity, have found out many Limi-
tations on thefe Duties; and have let in fo many
partial Confiderations and Reftri¢tions, that Mer-
cy and Humanity, which naturally extend to all
the World, feldom reach to one Country, often-
times not to all the Parts of one Family.

To remove thefe kinds of Pretences or Preju-
dices was the dire¢ View of our Lord in ftating
the Cafe of the good Samaritan; and the Perfon
difcourfing with him led him into this Confide-
ration, by admitting the Love of our Neighbour
to be a fundamental Duty, and immediately en-

2 quiring



The Nature and Extent of Charity. 3

quiring after Limitations and Reftri¢tions upon
the Pra&ice of the Duty. That this was the Cafe
will appear upon confidering the whole Paffage,
of which the Text 1s a Part.

At the 25th Verfe, A Lawyer ftood up, and
tempted our Lord, faying, Mafler, wbat fhall T
do to inberit eternal Life?2 Our Lord refers him to
the Law, and afks him what he read there: He
anfwers out of the Law Thou fhalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all thy
Soul, and with all thy Mind ; and thy Neighbour as
thy felf.. Our Saviour replies, Thou haft anfiwered
well, this do and thou fbalt live. Thus far all was
right; and had the Enquirer ftopt here, we thould
have had no reafon to fufpet but that his Princi-
ples at leaft were found and uncorrupt. He had
great reafon to be fatisfied with the Anfwer, when
he had received that Approbation from our Lord,
This do and thou, fbalt live. But he goes on,
and in the Words of the 29th Verfe it follows, —
But he willing to juftify bimfelf, [aid unto Fefys,
and awho is my Neighbour 2 What now is it that he
wou’d juftify himfelf from? No Charge had been
brought againft him; fo far from it, that our
Lord had commended his difcreet Anfwer; and
if he acted according to the Terms he had propo-
{fed, our Lord had promifed him Life. This can
be no otherwife accounted for but from the Con-

Big {cioufnefs




4 The Nature and Extent of Charity.

{cioufnefs of the Perfon himfelf, who knew ve
well that his Pradice was not conformable to the
general Rule he had laid down, and which had
been approved and commended by our Lord. Our
Saviour’s faying to him, Tu1s po, and thou Shalt live,
called him to compare his Practice with the Rule
he had propofed ; and upon a fecret Comparifon
made in his own Mind, he found thar to juitify
himfelf the Terms of the Rule muft be explained
and limited; and therefore he fays, Who' s my
Neighbour? In the Senfe of the Law, and accord-
ing to our Saviour’s Expofition of it, every Man
who wants our Affiftance, and whom we are able
to affift, is our Neighbour, and as fuch entitled to
our good Offices.  The Fews had fome very near
Neighbours, in the reftrained Senfe of the Word,
with whom they were fo far from' entertaining
any Intercoutfe of good Offices, that all common
Civilities had ceafed among them: Thofe were
the Samaritans; and fo far were the Refentments
of the Fews carried, that when our Saviour defired
a Woman of Samaria to give him a little Water
to drink, fhe exprefles great Wonder at it, and
fays, How is it that thou, being a few, askefp Drink
of me, which am a Woman of Samaria2 And ‘the
Evangelift gives the reafon of her Wonder — for
the Fews have no Dealings with the Samaritans —
(John iv. g.) 'This being the Cafe, when our Sa-
viour put eternal Life upon Obedience to this Law,
. ; : T hou
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Thou fhalt love thy Neighbour as thy Jelf, there was
great reafon toafk the Queftion, ko ismy Neigh-
bour 2 Had our Lord told him, in Conformity to
the Opinions and Pra¢tices of the fews, that they
only were Neighbours who were of the Family
and Stock of Abrabam, or of the {fame Faith and
Religion with themfelves, the Man had found
what he fought after, a Juftification of himfelf;
but when our Saviour, .demanding his Opinion
upon the Cafe of the good Samaritan, had forced
him into a. Conféffion that eventhe Samaritan
was his Neighbour, he ftood condemned out of
his own Mouth; and upon the Example of one,
whom -he reckoned his Enemyg'was fent away
with this thort Repréoof and Admonition; Go, and
do thod dikewife. o1 bus 220 < 51 i =an

. The Parable of the good Samaritan is fo well
known, that I fthall but juft mention the Circum-
ftances of. it ; =—= One travelling from ' feru-
fulem fell among Thieves, was robbed and wound-
ed. A Prieft and a Lewite; who were in every
Senfe of the Word, Neighbours to the unfortu-
nate Man ; and if 'in Duties -of 'common and ge-
neral Obligation, one can'be more obliged than
another ; they were, by Chara&er, efpecially
obliged to relieve this' poor' Neighbour; but they
looked on him, and paffed by on ‘the other Side.
A Samaritan, excluded by the Fews from all
- Rights
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Rights of Neighbourhood, came by, and had
Compaflion on the ' Sufferer; he drefled his
Wounds himfelf, and afterwards placed him, at"
his own Egpence, 'under the: Care' of one, who-—
was (0 ﬁ:r: the Cure perfected.: '

. 'The QHEﬂiDIl now was, who was Neighbour
to this unfortunate Man, in the Senfe of ‘the
Law, Thou [halt leve thy ‘neighbour as ‘thy felf =
As the Cafe was ftated, there was no room to in=
fift on the near Relation the Prieft and Lewite
bore to the wounded Man ; the nearer their Re-
lation, the worfe Neighbours were they for neg-
le&ting him: No' room ‘to object againft the
Samaritan, his want of Relation, or his diffe-
rence in Religion; the lefs and the .fewer his pri-
vate Obligations were, the more difinterefted
was his Obedience to the Law, and the better
Neighbour 'was' he. - Upon the [whole: of this’
Cafe, our Lord’s Concluﬁun is;-Go, ﬂ?m' do’ thou
likewi/e. bl Yoot

Taking then this Direion of our Blefied Sa-
viour, as it ftands explained by thefe Circum-
ﬂ:ancas, it wﬂl lead us to cc}nﬁder, puildO. Js1da

L The Natui'e anel Extent r.::f Chant}f, or Love
.to our Nclghbuurs.

II. The
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II. The Value of the Excufes which Men fre-
quently make for Negle&t of this Duty.
And,

TII. The Excellency of that particular Charity,
which gives Occafion to this Day’s Meeting.

I. Of the Nature and Extent of Charity, or
Love to our Neighbour.

I obferved to you before, that the principal
Intention of our Blefled Saviour was not to thew
the Neceflity of Works of Mercy, for that un-
der certain Limitations, was admitted on all
Sides.. Nor was it to recommend one kind of
Charity in Preference to another, but to fhew the
Extent of all. In ftating a Cafe, it was neceflary
to inftance in fome Sort of charitable Work; but
the Conclufion, Go and do thou likewife, is not

confined to that kind of Work only, but is in-
tended to fhew us who are our Neighbours, in

regard to Works of Mercy and Cc}mpaiﬁun in
every Kind.

The Works of Mercy are as various, and of
as many Kinds, as the Wants and Infirmities of
Men, which are the Objects of Mercy. Were
Men perfect, there would be nothing in them to
pity or compaflionate, Every kind, therefore,

and
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and every degree of Mercy, isan Objet of Mercy ;
and whether Men are expofed to Calamities by the
Necefiity of their ' Condition, and: the over-ruling
Providence of God, or whether they bring them
on themfelves by Sin and Wickednefs, or by Folly
and Indifcretion, yet ftill, confidered as miferable,
they are Objects of Pity. If this were sot fo,
Mercy would not be one of the Attributes of the
Deity, for heis:not moved by a Fellow-feeling of
our Calamities, or any Apprehenfion for himfelf,
for no Evil can approach him. Sin and Wick-
ednefs are attended with Guile as well as Mifery,
and therefore alfo Objects of Juftice and Punifh-
ment ; and it may, perhaps, be a Cafe attended
with Difficulties, ‘when we attempt to reconcile
the Operations of Juftice and Mercy, ‘with refpect
to the fame Subjeét. Buc if God be a God of
Mercy, as undoubtedly he is, the Conclufion
muft ftand, that Mifery viewed by the Eye of
Reafon, is an Obje& of Compafiion ; and the
Confequence muft be, that in the reafon of
Things, Mercy is as extenfive as Mifery; and not
to be confined by any particular or partial Confi-
derations, to Mifery of one Kind, or of ‘'oneMan
more than another. 1f we confider ourfelves,
therefore, merely as reafonable Creatures, no Rea-
fon can be affigned for ‘excluding any Objet of
Mifery from our Pity and Compaffion. Burt if

we confider our felves as Men, there is another,
' and



The Nature and Extent of Charity. ¢

and perbaps a more fenfible Inducement to the
Practice of the Works of Mercy, and which up-
on Examination will be found, as far as our Power
of doing Good goes, of like general Influence.
And this arifes from refle@ing thacr there is no
Mifery we fee, to ‘which we are not ourfelves lia-
ble. The Cafe therefore of the Miferable is a
common Cafe, and in fome Senfe every Man’s
own. If we find ourfelves better than others, fo
as to avoid the Calamities which Sin and Iniquity
bring upon many; or wifer than others, {o as to
{hun the Evils which Folly and Indifcretion draw
down upon Numbers ; this is fo far from being a
Reafon why we fhould defpife or negle their
Sufferings, that it daily reminds us to afk of
ourlelves this Queftion, Who made thee to differ
from another ¢ And if we an{wer it as we thould,
it will furnith us with another Reafon for the
Exercife of Charity, which will extend to_al
Men. |

For, if all Men are the Sons of one Common
Father; if all Corditions of Life are the Ap-
pointment of one Common Mafter ; no Man can
be reckoned a Stranger to us, who is Son of the
{fame Father, and Servant of the fameg Mafter;
however he may, for Reafons unknown to us, be
placed in a lower Condition of Life, and called

i c ! ¥ il . -tﬂ_



10 Zhe Nature and Extent of Charity.

to ferve in a meaner Station; endowed with lefs
and fewer Abilities.

Carry thefe Confiderations with you into the
World, and view the Wants and Neceflities of
the Poor; liften to the Cries of Widows and Or-
phans, to the Moans and Complaints of thofe
who fuffer under the Torments of Body or of
Mind: Take into your View the Follies and
Weaknefles of Men, who are perpetually ftrug-
gling with the Inconveniencies, which a little Pru-
dence might have prevented, but which require a
great deal of Care and Sorrow either to cure, or to
bear them; and think a little, what Reafon, what
the Senfe of your own Infirmities, what the Re-
gard due to the Common Father and Mafter of all,
require at your Hands. One duly attentive to
thefe Reafons, could never fall into the little Con-
fiderations, whether #/ss ‘miferable Man was his
Countryman or Townfman, whether zbe ozher was
of the fame Party or Opinion with himfelf; for
the great and true Reafons on which Mercy and
Charity are founded, exclude all fuch little Re-
 fpects and Relations,

*As the Cafe ftands thus upon the Foot of Rea-
fon, and the natural Sentiments of Men, fo like-
wife have the Precepts of the Gofpel bound thefe
Duties upon us in the fame Extent,

i Honour,
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Honour, Efteem and Reverence, are due to thofe
who deferve Honour, Efteem and Reverence ; but
Love is a Debt due to all Men, and is a Debt never
to be full?_;iaid and exhaufted. Therefore St. Pay/
commands, that we render to every Man bis Dye,
Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour
25 due ; but when he comes to fpeak of Love, he
varies his Style, and confiders us in this Refpect,
as Debtor to every Man ; ¢we no Man any Thing,
but to love one another : As if 'he had faid, all other
Debts due to particular Perfons, you muft take
Care to difcharge ; but Love is due to all, and you
muft never think of paying or clearing the Debt
of Love to each other ; for that is a Debt which
will be owing as long as you live ; it is a
perpetual Duty, and can never have an End. In
the fame manner are the Precepts of Love and
Mercy enjoined by our Blefled Saviour' in general
‘Terms, not confining them to particular Objeéts,
but leaving them atlarge, and open, to be applied
to all Men: Blffed, fays he, are the merciful, for
they fhall obtain mercy : Had this been a Duty ow-
ing to any Perfp_ns, as they ftand particularly re-
‘Jated to us, our Lord would not have left this
material Duty imperfec, by ﬁeg_le&ing to {pecify
the proper Objects of it ; but having direGted our
Love and Mercy to no Men in particular, we
muft conclude that all in general are the Obie@s
of it 1gqeil i

Co2 If
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If we confider thefe Laws as derived from the
Author of Nature, and of the Gofpel, we fhall
find that they proceeded from a Love as univerfal
as that which they enjoin; the general Good of
Mankind is the End provided for in thefe Laws.
The Miferies and Calamities of Life are many,
and not to be avoided; and perhaps wife Men, tho’
they complain leaft, feel them moft. It is a me-
lancholy thing to refle&t how much of this Mifery
is of our own making, and what a great Abate-
ment might be made in the Sorrows of Life, if
every Man would but lend his Hand to make him-
{elf and the reft of the World happy. The unkind
Offices we daily receive from Malice, Ill-nature,
and Revenge, from Envy, and caufelefs Refent-
ments, make a much greater Figure in the Cala-
mities of Life, than all the Evils which the Pro-
vidence of God and the Condition of human Life
bring on us. And even the Calamitiés which can-
not be avoided, might be mirigated by the kind
Offices of our Brethren.  And therefore to oblige
Men to Charity and Mercy, is to unite them in a
‘Confederacy againft the Evils and Miferies of Life;
that no fooner {hall Misfortune feize one, but all
{hall be alarmed, and Help flow in from every
Quarter ; that every Hand fball bring Affiftance,
and every Tongue bring Comfort to the Afflicted ;
and each Man’s Happinefs be the common Con-
2 cern,



The Nature and Extent of Charity. 13

cern, while every Man loves his Neighbour as
himfelf. What a bleffed State would this be! And
how much Happinefs did the wife Author of Na-
ture defign for us, when he made the common In-
tereft of Mankind to be every particular Man's
Duty! What Love to Man did the Author of the
Gofpel fhew, when he required it, as a Mark of

our being his Difciples, that we fhould love one
another!

Having confidered now the Extent of this great
Duty of Love and Mercy towards our Brethren,
it will be eafy in the fecond place to eftimate by
this Meafure what Value there is in the Excufes
which are frequently made for the Negle& of this
Duty.

But to fpeak without Confufion on this Subjeét,
it is neceffary to diftinguith between Love, as
merely a Sentiment and Habit of the Mind, and

as coupled with a Power and Ability to exert itfelf
in external Acts of Mercy. Confidered as an Ha-

bit and Sentiment of the Mind, it muit be univer-
fal, without Exception; and no Pretence what-
ever can juftify Malevolence and Hatred in any
Inftance. But it may be, and often is the Cafe,
that thofe who have the Habit of this Virtue, are
able to exert it in very few Inftances; they are too
poor to give Alms, too ignorant to give Advice,

of
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of too little Confideration in the World to aid or
prote@ their Neighbours. In all thefe Cafes want
of Ability is fomething more than an Excufe, for
an Excufe goes to the Omiffion of Duty; but
there can be no Duty or Obligation on any Man
to do what he has no Power or Ability to perform.
But yet let the meaneft among us confider, that
there are Duties of Love proper to their Station;
if they have no Money to beftow, yet they have
good or 1ll Words to beftow on their Neighbours ;
they are able to affift in vindicating or afperfing
their Characters; and this is an Inftance in which
their Good-will or Malevolence may be as effectu-
ally fhewn, as if they had great Revenues to dif-
pofe of ; and I am afraid the poorer Sort, who are
Petitioners for Charity of another kind, want of-
ten to be put in mind of #bis kznd of Charity them-
felves. But to go on. '

Where Mens Fortunes and Stations in the
World enable them to exert their Love and Mer-
<y in A&s of Generofity and Benevolence to Per-
{ons in Diftrefs, there is often an Unwillingnefs;
and always an Excufe to attend it. From whazt
has been faid of the Duty in general, it is evident,
that to confine our Charity to Relations, Acquain-
tance, or Men of the fame Country, is ating in-
confiftently with the great Reafons on which the
Duty itfelf is founded, and is therefore a Breach

of
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of the Duty which cannot be juftified ; and it is
indeed that very Pretence which our Saviour in-
tended to exclude and condemn in the Parable of
the good Samaritan. But what fhall we fay to
the perfonal Merit of thofe who are Objects of
Charity ? In the Parable the Perfon relieved was a
Stranger to him who reliev’d him, and was known
to him only by his Mifery and Diftrefs; and there-
fore in this Example fet before us the perfonal
Charadter had no Influence in the Charity. And
in other Places of the Gofpel we are exhorted to
follow the Example fec us by our heavenly Father,
who maketh his Sun to rife on the Evil and on the
Good, and fendeth Rain on the Juft and on the
Unjuit. But as no Man’s Ability to do Good in
any way 1s unlimited, it is commendable furely
to feek after the propereft and moft deferving Ob-
jeéts of Charity; and in this Confideration the

Virme and Innocence of the Sufferer muft be of
great moment,

There would perhaps be little reafon upon the
whole to be very nice and curious in the Choice
of Objects, were it not for the many Frauds and
Cheats which are daily practifed upon the Charity
of well-difpofed Perfons. Begging is become a
Trade, and without doubt it is a very wicked one;
it is not only a Cheat on the Giver, but it is rob-
bing the Stock of the Poor, and perverting what

was
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was intended for the Comfort of real Diftrefs, to
the Support of Idlenefs. It is greatly injurious to
the Poor in another Refpe&, as it lays a general
Sufpicion upon all who apply for Alms; and ma-
ny a proper Objeét fails of the Relief due to him,
becaufe he can fay no more in his true Cafe than
Counterfeits fay every Day in a falfe one. |

There is another very great Difcouragement
which charitable Perfons are under, from obfer-
ving the ill Ufe which the Poor often make of
their Benefactions to them. One would imagine
that 2 Man who wanted Food and Raiment, and
all other Neceflaries of Life, was pretty well {ecu-
red againft the Excefles of ftrong Liquors, or any
other Temprations, which muft neceflarily ex-
hauft his lictle Stock, and leave him unable to pro-
vide for his Wants. But the Cafe is far otherwife;
the general Corruption of Manners, oo plainly to
be feen in this Country, has {pread among the
loweft; and Neceflity itfelf is grown luxurious.
It is very much to be lamented, that fo much Art
and Skill have been fhewn of late Years, to make
Drunkennefs the cheapeft of all Vices; for it will,
it already thas made it the commoneft, and let in
all the Vices which follow this Excefs upon the
pooreft of our Peaple; who were formerly fo far
happy in their Poverty, that their Want fecured

them
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them from many Vices to which their richer
Neighbours were expofed.
- How to adyife charitable Perfons to fteer ¢lear
of thefe! Inconyeniences in their:private /Benefa-
&ions, I know not; perhaps /it ‘may be a good
Rule in general not to be too curious, or hard to
be fatisfied in thele Cafes. —— But with'refpe& to
the great Work of Charity;: which has called us
together this Day, I can with Pleafure obferve to
you, that it ftands free of thefe Difficulties ; it will
appear {o to do from the Nature of the Charity it
felf, -and the Method in which' it is conducted;
and tho’ neither the Perfons who have undeértaken
this. good Work defire to have their Praifes fes
forth, nor is it my Intention to do'it; yer, in Jul
ftice to the Work itfelf, give me leave to mention
very briefly fome Circumftances attending it that
may : rccﬂmmtnd it 1o ‘the Approbatmn af goud

Peuplm afbE . silt s 11191 ebiofls 31 3
In the: ﬁrﬁ Place then ; the Perfons admitted to
partake in this Charity are real Objeés, and from
the Nature of the Thing they muft be fo The
~ Blind, the Lame; the Difeafed of various Kinds,
refore hither for a Cureof their Byvils ! That
fuch are proper Objecs of Charity, there' is no
Doubt; but when Complaints of this Nature are
ufed to move private Charity, they are often coun-
D terfeited 5
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terfeited; and the Money intended for the Relief
of a poor Cripple, is perhaps given to a fturdy
Vagabond. But that Cafe can never happen here;
for 'Cheats oand: Counterfeits:'never come to an
Hofpital to be cured'; they never defire that their
Complaints- fhould be examined by the fkilful
Eye and Hand of the Surgeon.  Whatever there-
fore may happeniin-other Cafes, you may be fure
to meet with: no Frauds :0of this Kind in chis
Charity. 51 ' ' '

There are Diftempers, indeed, which may be
pretended, and in judging: of which, even.the
Skilful may be impofed on ; but neither will fuch
Frauds come here; for no:body will pretend fuch
Difcafes, - merely for: the sSake of going into a
Courfe of '.-Phyﬁck, -and: fubmitting to the Rules
and Orders of a:Place, which, though ic iaffords
ample, Provifion for/the Wants of the Miferable,
yet it affords no Temptation to the Idle and Vi-

cious, that they fhould defire to come under the
Rule and Difcipline of i |

Secondly,; Whatever is given i Support of this
Inftitution;  flows ', from ithe true: and: gerlerous
Principlg ofi Chatity; before deferibed i /AlbPer-
fons: are entitled to Relief * here, if they: really
want it; and every .Contributor is moved by the
general Regard 1o the' Good of ' Meny :without

1119113] A 311}'
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any Regard to the little Partialities, which often
influence our private Charities, whether we in-
tend they fhould or no.  But to fubferibe to fup-
port an Hofpital, open to all juft Complaints, is
a general Subfcription for the Afliftance and
Comfort. of Men in Mifery and Diftrefs, with-
out any other Confideration whatever: And
therefore this Charity has this excellent Ingre-
dient in it that it is Love without Partiality.

Laftly, There is one Inducement more, which
is the good Management and Oeconomy fhewn
in the Application of this Charity. I have men-
tioned now a Thing worthy to be highly com-
mended and extolled, but not by me in this Au-
dience. I fhall take Notice of it, therefore, on-
ly as a Fa&, a Fa& publithed by laying the Ac-
counts of this Charity before the World, and in

which every Man, who pleafes, may at an eafy
Rate, have full Satisfaction. '

If this Confideration is, and furely it is a great
Inducement to Benefactors to encourage this good
‘Work; it is an Argument alfo to thofe who have
employed their Time and their Pains in the Af-
fairs of this Houfe, to perfevere in this Work of
Love: Their Charity is more, perhaps, than
they imagine; others give, whatever their Pro-
portion amounts to, but thefe, by their good and

wife
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wife Adminiftration, encourage many to'give; it
is a Circumftance which they may refle&t on with
Comfort here, and it will {urely have its Reward
hereafter. ' ‘ :

Go on therefore with Chearfulnefs, in this
oreat and good Employment; and in Confidence
that you are ferving a Mafter, who will not for-
get this your Work and Labour of Love.
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