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SALD Lthough I have in Chap. V. ex-
8\ plain’d what is meant by Digits
Eclipfed, and how it is 10 be
underftood ; yet for the Benefit of
tlaﬁ I):'mr may %ot ﬂﬁdf;ﬁaﬁ(’
.t{;g ;Qqamr;fy of the Eclipfe thereby, 1 have

lI‘J"E-




To the Reader.

prefixt the three Cuts in the Frontifpiece, and
diftinguifb’d them by Fig. 1. Fig. 2. Fig. 3.
The uppermoft, or Fig. 1. [bews [ome Light on
the Northy, or North North-Eaft Side of the
Sun’s Body, and reprefents the Appearance of
the Sun ar Hull, Stockton, Newcaftle, Car-
lifle, Chefter, and thofe Northern Parts,
The Cut Fig. 2. is the Appearance of the
Sun where the Ecliple is total 5 as at Wa-
terford i» Ireland, alfo a2t Pembroke in
‘Wales, Portfmouth, the Ifle of Wight, &,
The Cut Fig. 3. is the Figure of the Sun
with a [mall Thread of Light on the South, or
South South-Weft Side of the Suw’s Body, as
it will appear at the Lizard, Falmouth, ¢,
but at London there will a wery [mall
Thread of Light appear on the North Side of
the Sun, according to the Calculation, and [o
fﬂﬁbsr to the Northward there will the more
Light appear; nay, although I have inferted a
Cut Fig. 1. to give a generil View of the
Sun in the North of England, yer flrictly
there will be more Light feen om the North
Side of the Sun ar Newcaftle, than ar Hull ;
and fo in proportion as Places be more to the

| North=



Ta the Reader.

Northwardy and the fame in proportion as the
Places upon the Earth that have the Sun, en-
lightned on the South Sidey ly more to the
Southward.

If thofe that delight in thefe [ort of Stu-
dies, and are fitted with proper Inflruments,
whether in England or Abroad, in what Part
of the World [oever, would pleafe to be curi-
ous in obferving carefully the Beginning, Mid-
dle, and End of this Eclipfe, with the Quan-
tity eclipfed, &c. or as many of thofe Parti-
culars as their Opportunities will permit, and
tommunicate their Obfervations, they would be
thankfully received, and might contribute tothe
confirming the Trath of our prefent Aftronomi-
cal Table, or to the making them more perfeld
and compleat, and rectifying their prefent Er-
rors, if amy yet remain,

Hea-



To the Reader.

(Sphere;
Heaven’s great Machine, the Motions of the
Engage our Minds, as Mufick doth the Ear;
No Harmony fo pleafant can appear
Revolving, to appearance with Equation,
Yet always anfwer firiCteft Calculation.

| (run,

Whillt frightned Mortals from their Labour
in deep Surprize, to fee the glorious Sun

Look dark and black, his Face behind a

| (Veil,

So frighted they, their Hearts and Spirits fail:

OurThoughts ofourCreator foar much higher,
Not only Power, but Providence admire.

"CHAP
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Of the Certaiﬂty of Aﬂrmmmfcal Calcu-
lation, and Planetary Influence.

T

ety with the Heavenly Bodies perform
i their various Motions and Offices, -
8 and the Exaéinefs of their feveral
Revolutions, juftly render them
\ worthy the Obfervation and Con-
templation of thinking People, and may be a
convincing Argument, that the immenf(e Number
of Fixed Stars, and the Expanfe in which they
move ;, as alfo the Erraricks, and the Order
which they obferve, were made for higher Purpo-
fes, than for the meer Speculation of humane
Beings. -

We fee how by the indefatigable Study and
Avpplication of cur Modern Artifts, the Motions
of the Planets are fo exatly difcovered, their
Inequalities fo well adjufted, and, in fhort, the
prefent Aftronomy founded upon fuch a true and
found Hypothefis, and brought fo near to Per-
fe@tion, that it is not now thought a difficule
t B Task

eseam—ren ] B wonderful Harmony where-




2 Of the Great Eclipfe

Task amongft Artifts, not only to afcertain thofe
Points previous to Eclipfes in general, as the
“Time of the New and Full Moon, (which areall
‘the Times at which Eclipfes can happen) or
whether the Moon fhall, in her Conjunétion with
the Sun, pafs over his Body, and thereby hide
‘his Light from fome part of this Terraqueous
Globe, and caufe, as it is commonly called, an
Eclipfe of the Sun: Or whether the Full Moon
fhall, in her Oppofition to the Sun, pafs through
the Cone of the Earth’s Shadow, and caufe an
Bclipfe of the Moon, or go clear without it 5 we
have, 1 fay, acquired not only the exaft Know-
ledge of thefe general Points previous to Eclip-
fes, but even the niceft Particulars in Hclipfes
themfelves; nay, in thofe of the Sun, which are
the moft intricate; yet it is evident even to De-
monftration, that we are come to a Certainty a-
bout them as to Calculation, and that even to a
Second of Time. 5 '

N. B. What is commonly cdiled an Eclip[e of the
Suny ought rather to be called an Eclip[e of the
Earth s for the Sun at that Time [uffers no E-
clipfeyonly the dark and opake Body of the Moon,
when moving in or néar the Ecliptick, having
Little or wo Latitude, and thereby interpofing her
felf between us apd the Sun, deprives us. of
his Light 5 and that 15 what we call an Eclipfe
of the Sun.

Indeed the Cafe is otherwife in Eclipfes of the
Moon, for when the Moon bappens to be in
Oppofition to the Sun, and bath little or o Lati-
tude, the Earth interpofeth between the Sun and
ber, and veally deprives ber of the Light of the
Sun, in wholey or in part, according s fhe has

more!



Of the' SUN 1734 3
more or lefs vifible Latitude, or none at ally for

the Earth always moves in the Ecliptick, and
never hath any Latstude.

Nor are we lefs certain in the folong difputed
Point of the Influence of the Heavenly Bodies up-
on the BEarth, and upon its Production, Elements,
and Inhabitants, upon which much of the Beauty
and Value, as well as the Ufes and beft Parpofes
of Aftral Studies do depend.

What Pioughman or Farmer knows not that
the Approach of the Sun towards us, (or more
properly our Approach towards him) canfeth the
Spring ; that his Prefence for a Time, ripens the
Fruits of the Earth 5 and that his Abfence, by a
Deprivation of Hear, introduces and makes way
for the oppofite Quality Cold, and its Conco-
~mitants. which we cail Winter ; which, during
that Deprivation of Heat and Nourifhment,
does in fome meafure put a ftop to all Vegeta-
tion? . _

What common Seaman but knows, hy daily
Experience, that the Tides are governed by the
revolving Motions of the Moon; and that we
can as certainly (generally fpeaking) Prediét the
Time of High or Low Water from thence, at
any known Port of the World, as we can the Ap-
proach of Night, by what we call the Setting of
the Sun? P

Or who can deny what Experience has fo of-
ten confirmed about the Influence of the Moon,
" not only upon inanimate Bodies, but even upon

the Bodies, Tempers, and Sences of Men? How
do we vifibly difcern the Effc& of the Increafe of
| the Moon in Lunacies and Deliriums among
- Men; 1a Moon-blind Horf{ts; inthe Delivery of
; Women
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Women with Child ; in the Return of acute
Difeafes; and even in ‘the Article of Death, when
Men, who, by their languifhing, and as it were
ﬁrugghng with the Pangs of Death, often either
expire,or change for the better, upon the Change
of the Moon.

Alfo in planting Vegetables, we have abun-
“dant Demonftrations of the fame in feveral nice
Plants, requiring us to fet them into, or take
them out of the Earth at the full or new of the
Moon. And Herbs to be gathered at the fame
Time, to preferve their Flavour and Vertue.
Seeds to be fown at fuch a: Time, in order to
ftrengthen the Sap and Juices; in confequence of
which their Flowers fhall be double or {ingle,
the Plant ftrong or fmall, and the Like.

Upon this Foundation, namely, the Verity nf
Aftronomy, and the Certamt}r, as above, of our
Difcoveries and Calculations, all that may be de-
pended upon in the further Improvements we
daily make is built ; as alfo all that may be ex-
pe&ed in our further Search after Aftronomical
‘Knowledge. And we have Reafon from thence
to believe, thdat the Time will come, when a
compleat Syftem may be drawn, as well of the
Effeds, as nf the Caufes of all the Phenomena uf
the ftarry World. .~

Tien we fhall be ablr—: indeed to fay, that our
Study of Aftronomy is brought to its full Per-
fefhrm and we fhall not only be able to demon-
ftrate, that the Planetary Wﬂrld has an Influence
upon the fublunary World : but fhall be able to
afcertain the Extent of its Influence; and how,
and by what Manner it is pErIOrmEd and for
what Purpafes defigned.

CHAP
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P

CH AW 1

Of the various Opinions concerning the T-
- fluence of Heavenly Bodies upon this
Sublunary World. |

N TOthing is more difficult in our Search in-

to the Arcana of the Heavenly Motions

and Influences, than to fteer between the two

Extreams, which at prefent engrofs common

Oplnion in the World, relating to the Inflaence

which thofe Heavenly Bodies have, or have o,
bpon the Affairs of Men.

Some are for looking upon the extraordinar
Conjunctions, and other Phznomena of the Pla-
netary World, and all the Influence of the Stars,
to be portentous and predicting, and that the
Voice of Heaven fpeaks in them all in a partj-
cular and extraordinary Manner, that they ne-
ver happen but for foch Occafions, and thar they
are always appointed as Heaven’s Warning-
Pieces, to direct the World, and caufe Men to
open their Eyes to what is to follow ; that there
is not a Comet, a Meteor, or any other lumi-
nous or fiery Body feen in the Air, but we are
to look upon it as a Beacon fired, by Divine Ap-
pointment, to give MNotice of fomé approaching
Calamity ; and that {o we are to prepare for
«them in a particular and extraordinary Manner :
‘and thar all the afligning of natural Caufes to
thofe things favours of Atheifm, and at leaft
‘ought to be no Impeachment of the particﬁar
k| ! i : P-
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Appointment, which Providence may have di-
reCted them to; but thee we ought always to
fer them apart, in onr Regard to fuch folemn
Ufes and Purpofes as are the chief End of their
Appearances.

" OTHERS, on the contrary, feeing not on-
ly the Caufes of thefe Appearances are to be
accounted for by Art; hut even that there is
an indifpenfable Neceflity of their appearing,
and that too at fuch certain Times and Seafons
t~ a2 Mome * and that thofe Times and Seafons
may, by juft Calculation, be determined even to
a Second of Time, caft off all Thoughts of
their being fignificant one way or other in the
Affairs of the World, and totally exclude the
Government of Providence from any Concern
with them, or making any Ufes of them what-
foever as to prediting, much lefs influencing
fublunary Affairs of any kind what{oever.

Our Bufinefs, as above, is to fteer carefully be-
tween thefe two dangerous Shoars, and withont
falling upon Scyllz or Charybdis, prefcrve the {afe
Medium amongft all Extreams, reconciling the
Significance of their Phznomena, and their In-
fluences upon humane Affairs; as alfo the Pofli-
bility and Demonftration of their being the
Effeéts of natural Canfes, with our being ablc to
give a reafonable Account of thofe natural
Caufes, and both together, with the Wifdom of
that Providence which has given us reafon to
believe, that both are of his Divine appointing.

And then who is it, that after a due Confide=
ration, would deny the Influence of Eclipfes for’
no other Reafon, but becaufe they proceed from,
natural Caufes. Mechinks, when fuch natural
Caufes are afligned, and proved by conftant Ex-

PCa
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perience, it would rather corroborate the Be~
lief of the Efft& than abate it? Who will de-
ny, but that the inconceivable Velocity of a
Ball from a Gun proceeds from a natural Caufe 5
namely, the firing the Powder, by the Heat of
which the {fudden and violent Rarefaition of the
confined Air is occafioned, which being o im-
menfly expanded, and finding no Vent but at
the Muzzle of the Cylinder, or Barrel, breaks
out with a Violence proportionable to the Di-
lation of the confined Air, by which the Ball ac-
quires its rapid Motion ; and yet though there'is
fuch an almoft inftantaneous Succeffion of natu-:
ral Caufes, which concur to put the Ball in Mo~
tion, its Effe& is not the lefs fatal where ic.
hits, merely for its proceeding from natural
Caufes. And the Truth hereof is fo evident ip
all other Cafes, that it may be allowed as a
ftated Maxim, that Things Froﬂeediﬁg from naturak
Canfes do not leffen thewr Effeéts; nay rather,
when natural Caufes may be, and are aflign’d,
which have always been proved to have fuch
Effects, and which, according to the Narure, the
Sympathy, Antipathy, of Magnetifm of things, can-
not, while Nature operates, pafs without fuch
Effe@s ; who will deny, but that the like Caufes
appearing, like Effefts may be juftly and certainly
predited, as the growing of Vegerables may, by
the Approach of the Sun and warm Showers of.
Rain, or any other thing that has its Dependance
wpon fecond Canfes. 1

CHAP
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€ H A Po HL

What kind of fﬂﬁuence it may be fuppa/eJ
to be, which the Heavenly Bodies have
over the [ublunary World. J

H1S is an important Queftion, and ad-
- mits of a great deal of Debate 5 but avoid«
ing all the Cavils of thofe who would take a=
way, even from Providence it felf, its whole
Ghare of Concern in thie difpofing of humane
Affairs, 1 fhall confine my felf to that Part which
feems more particularly the prefent Bulinefs;
and 1s contained in the following Heads.

1. That which is demonftrabley and ad-

mits of no Difpute. fie

5. That which is reafonably fuppofed;
and is drawn from Poflibility, Proba-
bility, and Experience, though in fome

Cafes difputable.

i That which is demonftrable, and admits
of no Difpnte, and this relates to the particular
Cafes mentioned before, fuch as; . :

¢. The Influence of the Sun upon the Sea<
fons of the Year.

2. The Influence of the Moon upon the
Tides and Plants, and Bodies of Men
and Beafts.

3. The
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3. The Influence of the Planets and fixed
Stars upon Plants, the Bodies of Men,
and the Temperature of the Weather,
5 . and the like. . bl ] _
. Thefe Three Particolars under the firft Head,
I have touch’d upon already; and as they are de-
monftrable, and admit of mo Difpure, 1 fhall not
trouble the Reader with them. | |
_ But, 2. That which #5 reafonably [uppofed, and is
drawn from Poffibility, Probability, and Experiencey
and yet fuppofed in fome Cafes difpurable; and that
is the fuppofed Influence of the Starry World
upon this Sublunary Globe; and if I prove
that there is a fecret Communication of Affe®i-
ons, whether Sympathetick, Magnetick, and con-
fequently mutual between this grofs and coarfc
Planet the Earth, and the reft of its near Relati-
ons the other Planets ( for they are all of 2 Family,
and equally dark, without the Afliftance of their
felf-illuminated Primary the Sun) then I fhall
effectnally clear the Way to all that follows, and
leave it out of doubt, that fuch extraordinary
Phznomena as this of a Central Eclipfe of the
Sufn, is not without fome eXtraordinary Signifi=
cation. ;
~ Whether there is a Communication of Affe&i-
ons between the Starry World and us, is then the
firft and great Queftion to be decided ; and the
Afhirmative I prove by the uncontroverted Arti-
cle of Experience, as follows.
1. The Influence of the Moon upon the Bodies
of Men, Animals, and Plants, and alfo upon the
Tides, and in feveral other Cafes. The Afoon-
blind Horfe is clear-fighted all the Wane of the
Moon, and all the firft Quarter, but grows thick<
Ey’d and dim all the feccéld Quatter, till as the
Full

"
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Full Moon he will run againft a Poft, or leap
down a Precipice ; nay, in a Word, he is ffark
blind. So a Man that is diftempered in his
Brain, fhall, during the Wane of the Moon, or
from three Days afcer the Full, till three Days
after the Change, be calm and fedate as ano-
ther Man, and have all his Senfes in full Exer-
cife ;3 but in the Increafe, or when the Moon is
above three Days old, he gradually lofes his Me-
mory, then his Reafon and Judgment, then be-
gins to fay a thoufand extravagant things, till at
the Full Moon, and two or three Days after,
he fhall grow raving, nay, quite mad, foas to
be fitter to be tied in Bed than be convers’d with.
2. As to the Influence of the Sun upon the
Elements, the Weather, and the vegetative Sy-
ftem, and alfo upon the Bodies of Men, alfo is
as evident as the other. ’Tis obferved, that the
vernal Equinox brings Storms of Wind: The
Autumnal, Storms of Rain: At the Winter
Solftice, dark and thick Calms, which has been
the Occafion of it’s being called the black Month
before Chriftmas. At the Summer Solftice, fuf-
focating Heat and Drought; and in the Dog-
Days (lo called, becaufe the Sun rifes with the
great Dog) then we find Fevers, Epileplies, A~
poplexies, &c. and the like. Alfo upon the A-
nimal, or rather inanimate World, both Sun and
Moon have their vifible and indifputable Influ-
ence, as in the Fifh in the Sea, particularly the
Shoals of Herrings, Pilchards, and Mackerel,
and the like. - The Herrings as certainly come
into our Seas when the Sun euters ILeo, as the
Sun is certain to enter into that Sign. And as
for the Influence of the Moon, Experience teach-
eth, that the fame Herrings fhall rife at the FHI]E
0
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of the Moon, and come freely to the Net; and
in the Wane of the Moon, fhall be gone for fe-
veral Days together, as if retired from humane
Eyes, or out of the Reach of their Enemies.

Again in the Weather, when it has been a
long Froft, a long Drought, or the like, it is
fo common for it to break or alter at, or mnear
the Change or Full of the Moon, that the
moft ignorant, illiterate, or common People,
that know nothing of Planetary Motions, yet will
enquire when the Moon will change, @¢. expe&-
ing that the Lunation will be attended with fome
apparent ‘Alteration, as Rain after long Drought,
Thaw after tedious Froft, and the like ; Alfo of
ftormy, wet Weather, and unfeafonable Rains,
which often alter at, or immediately after the
New Moon; and to this we may add the In-
fluence of the other Planets, and even of the
fixed Stars, as the violent Winds in September at
the Riling of Arifurus with the Sunj and the
Colds 1n Decemver, at his fetting wich the Sun ;
and what we now mentjoned, the exceflive Heat at
the Rifing of the great Dog, called from thence
the Dog Days, with many other Inftances which
might be produced.

Again, as the Stars and Planets thus influence
the Seafons and the Weather, the Weather again
influences humane Bodies, or rather, thofe Stars
and Plancts that influence the Weather, do at the
fame Time influence humane Bodies ; for we find
People, efpecially thofe that are ancient or di-
ftempered, do feel the Change of Seafons in their
Limbs, before it is perceived in the Air, And
hence it is common for them, upon the Return
of an old Ach or Pain, to predi® Change of
Weather, as they call it, and that before the

Ak AT T Wea-
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Weather is changed ; therefore it cannot be faid
to be the Change of Weathf:r that immediately
affects them, but the fame Planetary Influence
that aéts upon the Weather, aés upon them, and
that fo fenfibly and cnnvmmngiy, that they can,
to their great Difturbance, perceive it before it
Is perr:ewed in the Air. '

- And as our Diftempers and Difeafes, fo our
Paﬂlans and Inclinations, Tempers and Difpofi-
tions are affc@ted and influenced by the Planets
and Stars, according to their particular Confti-
tution.  Thus Mars, a fiery Planet, is faid to
move the Paflions and Inclinations of Men to rafh,
hot and furious Undertakings; Saturn, to more
dull and flegmatick Inchnatmns and Performances,
and flow and deliberate Councils 3 Venus, to
lewd, vicious Intrigues, and the like.

And asin their partlcularlnﬂﬂences over Men
fo in their general Influences over Kingdoms anci
States ; Thus Saturn ftirs up Confpiracies, Breach
of Leagnes, G¢. while Mars creates Wars and
Blood. fhed ; and fo according to the Nature and
Pofition of the Planet, with his Strength, or
Weaknefs, and the hke, oftentimes follow ra-
ging epidemical Diftempers, Plagues, Sweating-
Sicknefs, and infectious Difeafes, by the flarry
Influence and Motions of the Planets Comets, Ge.

From this, by a Climax Dflnferences, may be
deduced the evident Significarice of the Plane=
tary Motions aud their Revolutions, and of their
being what we call the Forerunners of great
Events ; for it is more than rational to fay, fuch
Motions may probably be the Forerunners of
thofe things which it is more than prubable r.hey
are th{: Cdu{es of. .

Foz;



Of the S U N 1724 33

For Example: If this or that blazing Comet
may, by its Conftitution, Pofition, fiery Quality,
or monftrous Quantity of noxious Uapours,.né
any other thing to be obferved from cthe Mas
lignity of the faid Comet, be rationally fuppo-
fed to fill the lower Region of the Air with
poifonous and mortal Particles, fatal to the Con«
ftitution of Man, or Beaft, or Plant, ’tis highl
rational to infer, that fuch a Comet fhall be
followed by Plague and Peftilence, or by the
Sterillity of Seafon, and confequently Famine,
the vegetative Life fuffering lntection or Stagna-
tion; or by Murrain, that is, Plague upon the
Cattle, or the like. :
' Nor does this at all leflen our due Regard
to the fovereign Hand of Providence difpofing
the greateft Events in the World ; for as Hea-
ven, in all the great and molt formidable Judg-
ments and Vifitations wherewith he affliéts the
Sons of Men, is pleafed to work by the ordina~
ry Operation of natural Caufes, fo he produces
the great Caufe of his Vilitation from . other
Caufes as effectual, and perhaps more power=
ful than the reft.

Hence it was obfervable, that before the
Time of the great Plague in the Year 166y, the
judicious Obfervers of things in thofe Times,
publithed the certain Approach of that terrible
Judgment, and that with fuch an aflured prea
di&ing Spirit, that they were threatned with
being queftioned for it by Authority ; but they
did it not only upon the Foot of Planetary
Configurations, tho’a great Conjunctionof the Su-
“periors happened a little while before, but alfo
from the appearing of two terrible Comets, one
in December 1664, and the other in March iIgt;'n.‘u--
o e oW
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lowing, upon which, according to their Predi-
di&ions, followed the difinal Plague in the Year
1665, and the dreadful Fire of London in the
Year 1666.

It was obferved, that feveral of thofe Calcu-
lators, who foretold the faid Plague, perifhed in
it, and the People began to make a Jeft of their
Art, and ridicule their Predictions, becaufe they
could not prophefy to themfelves what Share
they fhould have in the Calamity: but this is
highly unjuft, the things being of a quite diffe-
rent Nature, and the Calculation made by diffe-
rent Rules, and which bave no Relation one to
another : For it is one thing to foretel what may
threaten a whole Nation, the Situation and Po-
fition of which may place it under the apparent
Influence of fuch or fuch a Conjunéion, or
fuch or fuch a Revolution ; but it is another
thing to tell what or how far, this or that par-
ticular Perfon fhall be affected or reach’d by fuch
an Influence, the natural Subjeétion of fuch a
Perfon to the Influence not being dilcovered, nor
in a Condition poflibly to be difcovered by the
fame Calculation which difcovered that of the
Nation or City in which he lived.

If it be objected, that they ought to have en-
tered into a Search after their own, and have
calculated their own Parts, fo as to come at a Cer-
tainty in a Point which they were fo eminently con-
cerned in. 1 anfwer, with fome indeed it might
have been pra&icable to do fo, but in others, per-
haps, it might not. For Example: If we allow
the Accidents of the Natives Lives to have a De-
pendance upon the Pofitions, Afpeds, and Configu-
rations of the Planets at the Birth of the Native,
and the Diredtions, Profections, and Revolutions

drawn
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drawn from thence ; yet fuppofe an Artift could
not get Information of the Time of his Birth,
and confequently could not come at the Know-
ledge of the Particalar he was under, as it is
very probable might be the Cafe with many
of them, Art then could furnifi no Rules fog
him to form any Deduétion from ; for we have
no Daniels in this Art, However, at this Time,
who can tell the Dream and the Interpretation
too. A

And it is not improbable, that this might be
the Cafe with fome of thofe Men that had Skill
enough to predi&t the publick Calamity ; and
yet, for want of fuch particular Data relating to
themfelves, could have no Knowledge of what
fhould be their own Fate in it. But on the
contrary, as many ethers of the fame Fraterni-
ty did fly, and fo were prefervd, and efcaped
the Evil, ’tis more than probable, that they
were fuch as might have had the Opportunity,
and the Induftry too, to make juft Calculations
for themfelves; and that the Reafon that they
faw to believe that if they had ftaid they fhould
have fallen in the common Deftruttion, might
be the only Motive which put them upon fo
removing as conduced to their Safety.

But if befides thefe two forts (to wit, thofe
that did calenlate and take the Warning, and
thofe that had no Data and therefore in their
own particular Cafe could not calculate) there
were a third fort, that after a due Calculation
for themfelves, would flight the Warning, for
no other Reafon, but becaufe they underftood
the matural Caufesand Revolutions of fuch Phza
nomena ; fuch Knowledge would not protect them
from the common Calamity, any more than the

/ e
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#ndetftanding the true Philofophical Reafon
why the firing the Powder in a Gun gives the,
Bali fuch violent Motion, fhould preferve the
Perfon, fo underftanding it, from the fatal In-
fluefice thereof; yet Experience proves fuch
Men are no more preferved’ than the moft igno-
rant_ Spe&ator that knows nothing of the matter.’

| UEURE AR, Sy
. Of the Reafons of  this Work.

Aving then in the firft Place a firm and
J unfhaken Belief or Opinion,

1. That all thefe things have their Signifi-
~ cation, as above. e =
2. Particularly that the extraordinary Phe-
nomena, Which offers to our View, in the
approaching Year, portend f{everal un-

~common furprizing Events. |

3. And above all, I find fome Reafon’ alrea-
dy vifible, at leaft to me, that this par-
ticular Appearance of the Eclipfe of the
Sun, which is to happeén in May 1724,
will be a Forerunner of fomething more
than common o this'Part of Exrope.

For thefe Reafons, T was firt prevail’d with
to look further into this Year than I have done
into any fince the late total and vifible Eclipfe
of the Swn, which was in the Year 17173,

: o R R aind
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~ Nor is this all, for the ordinary Calculations
upon this Subje have had their Share in my
Refolution for a further Examination. For if
Tooking a little way into this Deep of great
Events, gave me a Hint of more furprizing
Difcoveries being ftill behind, let no Man be
furprized at my fubfequent Curiofity. He that
digging for Lead, finds Gold in the Mine, is
not to be wondred at, if his Cutiofity is quick-
ned to fearch further, and dig deeper than he
would otherwife bhave done; nor that he gives
not over his Search, till he has juflt Reafon to
think, that there is nothing more to be difco-
vered.

This Eclipfe difcovers it felf to be big with
great and important Events, efpecially to fome
Part of the World, in which my Intereft is too
great to be thoughtlefs or unconcern’d about
what fhall, or fhall not be impending over them.
Wars, and Rumours of Wars, and Conmotions, and
Diftrefs of Nations, Mens Hearts failing them for
fear, were foretold in Scripture to be the Fore-
runners of the Ruine of the Fewifh State, with
their Temple and capital City. And when the
Time drew near, there were Signs in the Hea-
vens, and Signs in the Earth, a blazing Comer
appear’d at Ferufalem, and alfo a Metcor in the
Shape of a flaming Sword hanging over the Tem-
ple, with Voices, Earthquakes, and the like.
No doubt the hardned Fews made a Ridicule of
thofe things, and told the affrighted People, rhat
they were only common Appearances, for whicl
natural Caufes might be afligned ; that they were
ordinary in all Countries, and that there had
frequently been fuch things abroad, but that no-
thing fatal had en-ﬁlﬁd,Dand perhaps folled

_ them
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‘them on in Security to their own Deftru&ion.
I have heard f{ay, that the Fews have a Trae-
dition, that there was a terrible Comet, or bla-
‘zing Star, appear’d in the Heavens fome time
before the Deftruétion of Sedoms and Gomorrab,
and that it was the fame Comet that appear’d
in its Revolution, almoft 2000 Years afterwards,
.at the Deffrudtion of Fernfalem, as abovey but
whether ‘this 'be fo 'or not," is" not material.
However, it is not queftioned by any Writer,
Chriftian or Fewifh, but that this Appearance of
.a Star, before the Deftruction of Ferufalem, not
-only fortold that Defolation, but was a Warn-
ing to the Fews, if they had been wife and do-
cible enough to have taken the Hint, and made
their Efcape out of the City, thereby to avoid
“finking in the common Ruine of their Country,
which, it’s probable, they might have done;
for it’s apparent from the Account Fofephus gives
~of that Calamity, that thofe who did take the
Warning, and fled out of the City to the Reo-
mans, had their Lives fpared, and efcaped the
common Fate of their obftinate’ and hardned

Brethren. o £ k
And why the fame Notice fhould not now be
‘taken of any extraordinary Phenomena, or Ap-
earance of the heavenly Bodies, and more efpe-
cially of this great Eclipfe, 1 think no Man can
give any found Reafon to prove. Thefe, and
other Confiderations, will, 1 deubt not, make
any Body conclude with me, that it,is a Work
not unworthy our particular Notice, to enquire
what may be approaching behind the Curtain
of Futurity, in confequence of this wondrous
Ecliple. '
And
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“And as I have taken notice of the infe-

parable Connexion between natural Caufes and
their Effeéts, {o alfo thole Effeéts are more or
lefs apparent, as the Caufe is greater or lefs in it
felf, or in its Accidents and Circumftances.
Thus the greater and nearer the Fire, the more
intenfe the Heatj the nearer and more lucid the
Blaze of a Candle, the more {plendid the Light,
and the nearer and greater the Magnet, the
more powerful the Arctra@tion. I conclude we
may from hence form this Maxim, the nearer
and G RE ATE R the Canfe, the SFRONGER
the Effect 5 and this Confideration ‘hath put me
upon entertaining the World with an Aftrono-
mical and Aftrological Account of this Eclipfe,
afluring my felf, that if the Maxim be true,
which I think none will deny, namely, that
there is a Proportion between the Caufe and the
Effeit 5 then this GREAT, VISIBLE, TO-
TAL, AND CENTRAL Eclipfe, is wor-
thy our {tricteft Obfervartion, becaafe it will be
as well formidable and furprizing in its Ap-

garance, as remarkable in its Confequences.

'~ We have not yet forgot the late great Eclipfe
of the Sun, which was total and vifible in our
Hemifphere April 22, 1715. how (during the
Time of total Darknefs) the Air, from a warm
clemient Temperature, turn’d extremely cold:
From Dry and wholefomely hot, becaule of an
uninterrupted . Sun-fhine, it became damp, nay,
even wet, and full of uanwholefome Vapours,
The Birds frighted and diforder’d fled to the
Trees, and the Earth for Shelter, as if Wight
had been unexpeéedly return’d, or fome fudden
accidental Daoger had obliged them to feek for
Refuge and Succour : Yea, the whole Courfe of
' D 2 things,
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things, during that Interval of total Darknefs, ,
feemed ftagnated and confufed, and Natur: it
felf feemed to fuffer.

As to what happened in humane Affairs,
within but the Space of a few Months, 1 think
it was more than fufficient to convince the great-
eft Gain-fayers, not only that any extranrt% inary
Phenomena in general is fignificant, but that
Eclipfes in particnlar are very important, pro-
portionable te their Magnitude, elpecially in thofe
Parts of the World more particularly concern-
ed, or where they are central or total.

May not we fay France was totally eclipfed
by the Death of their invincible Monarch, whofe
Emblem, or triumphal Signal, was, The Sun in
its meridian Glory 5 and who died Auguft the
21ft, in the Year of this great Ecllpfe,
to wit, 1715. with whom fell the Glory of
France, and all the great Defigns that mighty,
but mortal Man had laid. to make himfelt the
Pride of his own Dummmns and the Terror
of Europe.

And as to the unnarural Rebellmn which hap-
pen’d in England after this great Eclipfe, it is
fo frefh in Memory, that we need not have re-
courfe to Hiltory or Chronology for Informa-
tion. We have not forgor how it began in Scotland
that very Year, and with that Aflurance, that
they, with a Pacc of Arrogance, fit for nGﬂE but
Rebels to put’ on, march’d to Lancafhire, increa-
fing as they went like a ‘snow-ball roul’d upon
the Grouud, wefumlm upon their Succefs to
dethrone a rightful Prince, and make bhavock of 3
loyal People ; but here the Hand of Heaven fig-
nally apptat’d and ler thefe raging Rebels (not
to fay. Heazhens) be¢ co.vinced, that t ey ima-

) glnﬂdE
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gined vain things: Some few died by the Hand
‘of Jultice, a Sacrifice to their own imprudent
Zeal and Fury, while others remain living Mo-
numents of the Clemency of a juftly exafperated
Government.

And with Refpect to the Weather, we may
remember the exceflive Froft which wasin the
very firft Winter following that great Eclipfe,
the like whereof had not happened for above
thirty Years before, nor has any fuch happened
fince. '

Nor is the difmal Depradation made by the
raging Peftilence in France to be forgot, which
was for Duration and Severity fcarce to be pa-
rallell’d ; which, although it was fome Years af-
ter this great Eclipfe, yet if we obferve that
the Eclipfe bappen’d in the fecond Decanate of
the fixed Sign Taurzs, no Artift will wonder
that its Operation continued fo long.

CaLA R Y.

Of the Great Eclipfe of the Sun, which
| 15 to be on May 11, 1724.

T H ESE Things being premifed, my next
'" Work is to give a true, and methodical
Account of this Eclipfe, according to the
Rules of Art ; and this Account fhall confift of a
juit Calculation of this Eclipte it felf, with all

the various Circomftances of it, as the Iim%
i:! - : . ﬂ
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of the Eclipfe 5 the Duration ; alfo where it will
be total, and where not, and on which Side of
the Sun a Light will be feen (in Places where
it will not be toral) and what Planets and
Stars will be feen (if the Air be clear) where
it is tota!, @c. And then fhail preceed to fuch
PrediGtions as may be juftly and naturally dedu-
ced, partly from the Eclipfe it felf, and the
Configurations of the Planets immediately at-
tending it, and partly from the other Afpeds
and Pofitions of the Plauets, during the whole
Year, whether before or after the Eclipfe
Of which in order :

The Calculations are as follow.

Sumn



OfF the” S"U N 1724, 33
Sun Eclipfed May t1, 1724,
S. D, M. S
Equal Time of the true Con-
junéion } feld. -7 39
Mean Anomaly of the Sun —— 10 22 37 30
Mean Anomaly of the Moon — 6 29 40 23
Longitude of the Luminaries--— I~ 1 38 7~
North Node fubtrat ——--—— % 25 33 19
Argument of Latitude — 4 43
Moon, Lat. North afcending — 31 44
Redu‘hon {fubtra& - I 35
Moon’s Place in the Ecliptick--- T 1 36 46
Hourly Motion of » from © —. . 35 2
Reduétion add to true Conjunétion . 2 10
True Ecliptick Conjunétion —— '~ 's ¢ 49
Equation of Time add —-- S 30
Apparent Time of the true E-
cliptick Conjun&ion — —— - Bl
Sun’s true Place e SN e
Sun’s fight Afcenfion * ~seaer | Sfisadie 0
Time from Noon in Degrecs add 79 34:4%
Sumris R+ A. Midheaven ——— 139 5 45
Cﬂmplemr:nt to 180 Deg. —— 49 54 1%
Midheaven in the Ecliptick-— QL 16 38 o
N. Declination of the Culmi- :
nating I-"-::umii e o e L TRy
An le of Meridian with the E- _
cgll tick -- } i
Alm:ude of the Equatnr —— 38 28 o
Altitude of the Midheaven 54 21 O
Altitude of the I\ﬂnagcfmal . :
Degree ik
Nauaﬂef mal D“grec e U 426 0
It
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S.

Dift. © from Nonagefimal Deg. 2
Horizontal Parallax of D from ©
Parallax D from © in Longitude
Parallax o. p from © in Latitude

To one Hour after the true
Ecliptick Conjun&ion which

Sun’s true Place =—— —-——— T
Sun’s right Afcenfion -
Apparent Time from Noont ——
Sum A. R, Midheaven
Complement to a Semicircle ——
Midheaven in the Ecliptick -«-— ¢
Peclination Culminating Point --
Angle of Merid. with Ecliptick
Alritude of the Equator
Altitnde of Midheaven
Altitude of the Nonagef. Degree
Midheaven from Nonagef. Degr.
Nonagefimal Degree — &t
Dift. © from Nonagef. Degree--- 2
Horizontal Paral. » from O -~
Parallax Longit. D from © ——
Parallax Latitude D from © —
Hourly Motion of D from © —
Diff. Parallax Longit. fubtra&. —
Vifibly Hourly Motion ® from ©
Interval between the true and
vifible Conjuné&tion add —
Vvifible & — e
Sun’s Place
Sun’s right Afcenfion ——

m——— e

—.-—""-—-—--—-—-.E

D. M. S.,

2 47 48

59 43

44 9

32 12

6 18 19

I 40 36

§59. 34 O

94 34 4

Is4 3 4%

25 g1 1§

2 850

10 44 10O

68 58 o

38 28 @

49 12 §0

§2 25 O

LTI ¥, B

14 §6 ©

13. 15 24

59 41

45 17

36 24

35 2

1 8

33 54

1 18 10

6 36 29

I 41 21
59
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Scruples of Incidence -
Time of Incidence fubtra&
Time of Repletion add

E

S. H.
B e from Nook: in Degrees — g9
Sam R. A. Midheaven ———-_. = 158
Complement to 180 Degrees -— . ' 2
Midheaven in the Ecliptick ——-™ 6
Declination Calin. Point North 3
Angle of the Ecliptick and Merid. 63
Altitude of the Equator 38
Altitude of the Midheaven —— 47
Altitude Nonagefimal Degree — 51
Diftance Midheaven from No-7 g
- nagefimal Degree e——ram -} !
Nonagefimal Degree — .——— Q. 18
Dift. © from Nonagef. Deg. . —2 16
Horizontal Parallax of D from @
Paral. Longit. D from ©
Diftance of © from D !tk
Parallax Latitude D from O —
«Lrue Lat.of D North aftending
Diff. is vifible Lat. of D South --
Semidiameter of © ik
Semidingister of, B s s
Sum of the Semidiameters ——
Vifible Latitude fubtra@ - —u-
Reft, Parts deficient’ st
For the Digits Eclipfed.
(As the Sun’sSemidiameter » —a
To the Parts deficient ————
%30 6 Digirs -
To the Digits Eclipfed 11

15

M. 8.

41 15
18 4
57
59

13
28
27

6
49

6

24
59
45
45
37
36
1
10 .
16 34
32 37
| 888 ¢

OO0 O0C0CO0

Lo w
MY 9 0

[ I o
W o= 00\ 0N

-3t 36

1643

- 31 26(

45 2J.
32 36
56 27
49 35
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D. H M.S.

Conjunétion and the greateft

- Obfcuration fub. —-

Interval between the vifible
. o 10

Hence at London, May 11.1n the Afternoon.

(Beginning will be - 85 13Dif2

1 Middle or greateft Darknefs 6 36 19
The ¢ Vifible Conjunétion - 6 36 29
| End of the Eclipfe -— 7270
Total Duration ——ece— . ' 1 47 -8

L* Digits Eclipfed e——w<- "11 45 ©

f "

Vifible Lat. D at the{g;%”“"ﬂg : ii}SnuthAﬁ:.

* For the better determining the Quantity of an
Eclipfe, the Sun’s Body is fuppofed to be divided into
twelve Parts, called Digits; and in this Eclipfe, there
will be eleven Digits 45 Minutes dark, wiz. out of the
12 Parts there will be eleven and three Quarters dark,
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C HifA BVl

Of the Quantity and Extent of this Eclipfes
alfo where it will be total, and where
not 5 with an Account of what Stars and
Plancts may be [een where it is total.

T HIS Eclipfe will not be total at London 5
but by Reafon the Moon, at the Middle of
the Eclipfe, will have 1 Minute 13 Seconds vifi-
ble South Latitude, there will a Thread of
Light appear on the North Sice of the Sun,
but it will be fo very fmall, that it will not
amount to above one Forty eighth Part of his
Body. i
In the North and Eaft Parts of England, and
throughout Scotland, the Eclipfe will not appear
fo great ; But in South-Wales, as alfo in the
South and South Weft Parts of England, as at
Glocefter, Briftol, Exeter, Salisbury, Winchefter,
Chichefter, Devifes, Dath, Wells, Dorchefter, South-
ampton, Guilford, and Reading. Allo in Ireland, at
Waterford, Wexford, Limerick, &c. As alfo in
France, at Roan, Paris, Havre de Grace, Bologne, &ec.
In all thefe Places the Eclipfe will be total, The
Morth Part of the Shadow of the Moon will pafs
over Ireland, to the Northward of Galloway, thence
onwards near Dubliu,and fo over Wales, between
Montgomery and Radnor 3 and in England, it pafics
pear Worcefter, Oxfordy London, Maidftone, and
Dongenefs ; and in France, ngar Boloign, &c.
But all Places to the Northward of them will
AR E 2 have
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have the North Side of the Sun’s Body enlight-
ned. And in the North of England, as aINr:m-
caftle, Carlifle, Durbam, Stockren, and Hull, they
will have a confiderable Q_lantlt'y of Light on
the North, or rather the North Eaft Side of the
Sun, when the BEclipfe is at the greateft.

Again, the South Limb of the Moon’s Sha-
dow will pafs by or near Cork in Ireland ; alfo
by Plymouth, and by Cape la Hogue in France,
and all Places South or Sonth Weft, from a
Line drawn through them, as at Cape Clear in
Ireland 5 allo at Falmouth. The Lizard, and the
Iflands of Garnfey and j‘grj}y will have the South
Side of the Body of the Sun enlightned; but at
Wexford and Waterford in Ireland, hkewﬁe at
Pembroke in Wales, Milford Haven, Bridgewater,
Somerton, Shaftsbury, Port[mouth, the Iﬂe of Wight,
as allo at Diepe in France. it will be total with
Continuance. The Ceanter of the Moon’s Shadow
pafles over or near thefe Places, and the Dark-
nefs will be fo great, that fome of the Planets
and fixed Stars may be feen, to the great Ad-
miration and Surprize of the Beholders; more
efpecially. Mars, Venus, and Mercury may be feen
all to the Baftward of the Sun.  AMercury will
be neareft to the Sun, abount as far from him
as an. Hour and a halt Motion, Fenus aboutas far
to the Hiltward of Mercury, and Mars again a-
bout as far to rthe BEaftward of Fenus. The
bright Star, called Aldebaran, may alfo be feen
very ncar the Sun, but to the Eafltward alfo ; and
the great Dog star may be feen very near fet-
. ting in the South Weft, and many other Stars will
appear wherethe Echpie Istotal with Continuance;
it the Air be clear.

CHAP.
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C HA'P. Vil o

How 1o erect a Figure to the Tune of the
Eclipfe. 07} i1 ,
QW in order to reprefent the Face of

Heaven at the Time of this Eclipfe, viz.
May 11,1724, at 6 H. 36 m. 19s5. P. M.

D. M. S.

We find by Calculation, that the
Right Afcenfion of the Suu is } 59:34..9
Time from Noon in Degrees = N AN

Sum Right Afcenfion of Midheaven - -158 41 13

To Whlr.h geld e T
Oblique Afcenfion of the 11 Houfe -- 188 41 15
To which add - 30 o &
Oblique Afcenfion of the 12 Houfe — 218 41 15
Jo which add — -« - 30 0 ©

Oblique Afcenfion of the Afcendant ---248 41 15
To which add - e Lo -
Oblique Afcenfion of the 2 Houfe—278 41 13
To which add - : O -
Obligue Afcenfion of the 3 Houf’e_gc:S 41 1%
Altitude of the Pole for the 11 and- 3} |
Riritade 0F T Bl o b 12,08
Altitude of the Pole for the 12 and 2

Houfes —— - _%' gz = §

Having found the Oblique Afcenfion of the
fix oriental Houfes, and rhe Altitude of the Pole
for them all as above (the Altitude of the Pole

for the Afcendant bﬂﬂb always the Lautude lclnf
the
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the Place, which here is 1 Deg. 32 Min.) feek
the oblique Afcenfion of the 11 Heufe 188 Deg.
41 Min. 15 Sec. in the Table of oblique Afcen-
fions belonging to the 11 Houfe, viz. for Lat.
32 Deg. 11 Min. and you will find againft it= 3
for the Cufp of the 11 Houfe. Find the obli-
gue Afcenfion of the 12 Houfe 218 41 15 in a
Table of oblique Afcenfions belonging to the 12
Houfe, viz. for Lat. 47 28 and you will find
againft it = 29 for the Cufp of the 12 Houfe.
Proceed fo with the proper oblique Afcenfi-
ons, and in their refpective Altitudes of the
Pole, and having fo found the Cufp of the fix
oriental Houfes, place the oppofite Sign and De-
grec upon the oppofite Houfe, and every Plar
pet in its refpective Sign, and the Scheme will
appear as followeth. :

The
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‘.The' Face. of :Heaven a.t_hl;he; Tlmc
. of the Eclipfe.

. “Sun Eclipfed
o May 11, 1724

6 36, 19
P. M. |
2 11 Digits 45 Min. |
¢ $3E8D ,
Dad %k 2 & A ¥
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- CHAP YT
ﬂf pdrltmldr‘ *?rfdﬂm; farm d fmmf tbe

-----

8 parm:uh:f ﬁ[p?&f L’?f the Hm’t?mfy Bo-
dies immediately concerned in this Eclipfe,
“and calcalated” for the f(_mgdams 05
. Countrics - more efpecially under the In-

ﬁnem:e nf the [ame

E find Aars is \l‘ﬁrd of the Afceudant
i “in this Eclipfe, and pofited in the ninth
Houfe, haltening to an Oppofition of Fupirer, who
3s Statiortary to Retrogradation and fub terra in
the third Houfe, the Houfe of envious Sarars -
I find Reafon to think, that this portends evik
‘Councils, held and c&rned on in the dark, a-
gainft thofe Powers who are link’d in a ftrong
‘Conjunion of Intereft in the Northern Parts of
Eurape, which that Afpe& particularly regards.
. Hence I fhall" take Liberty of faying, this
‘Vear fhall difcover hellith Contrivances and
‘Schemes f[ub terra, among -the Roman Confede-
‘rates, fuppofe it to be begun in Iraly chiefly, but
‘to be executed within the German Empire, and
iparticularly againft thofe Countries in the Nor-
‘thern Part of the Empire whn:h we call Luthe-
imm or _Proteftants, Mrp_g_ﬁ' ELIHHY thofe whcr
call themfelves of the Confeffion-of AUShUTE.
Let the Saxens and Silefians in particular look
- about them, their Sovereigns being Popifh, it fhall
be the harder to fecure them aﬁamﬁ rhe Inva-
fions
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fions of the Roman Intereft, which is apparent-
ly bent, with its utmolt Skill, to fupplant and
de[trﬂ%them'.
I fhort, the Popith Powers will pufh an Afa
tack at the whole Intereft, and thall make fome
bold Stroaks, and Blood will be fhed, but the
Confederacy of Religion fhall appear very formi-
dable ; fo that the Iralian Schemes will not take
Place.

As Fupiter is Patron of Religion, it intimates,
that not only a temporal Power, join’d with
Bcclefiaftical Cunning, fhall arm  againft that
Part of the World where the true Religion is
profeft 5 but it imports too, that it fhall in a
great Meafure prevail, and that the true Pro-
feflion and Profeflors fhall be oppreft, and fhall
fuffer extremely, though not to be finally fubdu-
ed. That they fhall not be fo fubdued I gather,
for that though A4ars be Lord of the Afcendant,
yet the Configaration is mot fo threatning as it
would be if be was in direét Oppofition to Fu«
piter ot as if Fupirer wasalready turn’d Retrograde.

This, together with fome favourable Afpeéts
which interpofe, particularly the Application of
the Moon, Lady of the Ninrh,to a friendly Sex-
tile of Mars, who Is in the Ninth, which Sextile
fhe compleats the fame Night { May 11.7] before.
Midnight — Thefe favourable Difpofitions direc
me to advance what follows.

1. Not only a formidable Powet of the North-
ern Princes (Proteftants) fhall inferrupt che -
hellith dark Schemes of the Roman Ponriff;
but the Pope, norwichitanding all his En-
deavours, fhall not be able to prevail with

feveral of the moft powerful, even of the
¥ " Popifh
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Po lﬂ‘l Natiens themfelves, to' break with
then' Neighhour Princes who are Prote-
ftants, or to form a religious War. o 8

. 2. France openly declines-the Crufade, which

- the Pope follicits. © The Powers of France are

-, -not fo promifing this Year, as to make them |

i+ wventurc what they bave yet Will enough to

- do if they were ablei——-— Belike they_
yet feel the Wounds of the late War, and |

¢ _cln not think themfelves {ufficiently recove-
red to embark agam.

Befides France,’tis likely, may be ﬂthermfe |
employ’d, for the malignant Afpeé&s of this

i great E"Lilpfﬁ are not-fuch, or fo: remote’
from France, that they fhould be wholiy u
concern’d at themy at beft, France ma
, find many other Reafons, why they fhoul
not enter upnn any new War, efpecially not
of Religiony 1 fay, many other "Reafons be-
fides thofe above mentioned might be given
Of which I fhall:.enquire in its Order.

3. The Boufe of Auftria feems inclined, by
the Afliftance of the approaching friendly
Trine” of Fupiter, whefe EAGLE he
bears, to keep well with this Side of the
World. It feems the Emperor has his E.jre§

chiefly towards Peoland, and the Afpeéts that
way are rather threatnmg than - not, yet
the Eclipfe does not point dire@ly the De=
vaftations of War to Poland, except as it
may come into fome Broil on the South,
under the Afpeét of Fupiter, in the third
Houfe, in nppu{‘ ition of Mars, the Effeéts
of whmh muft come from a Quarrel beé
tween the Turks and the Aufeovires.

'1.

It

s L
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“ It is an Aphorifm or Maxim in Attrology,
that an Eclipie of the Sun in the firft Decanate
of Gemini imports Variety of Confufions a=
‘mong the Ecclefiafticks, embroils them with one
another, and frequently embroils Kingdoms by
their- Means; for how often do Ecclefiafticks
fet Narions together by the Ears, and bring.
Kings and Princes into Wars and Bloodfhed on’
their - Account 5 nay, how often do they make
temporal Princes draw their Swords, and maf
facre the innocent People on both Sides in the
Quarrel of the €harch, when the Church-men
themfelves, after having kiadled the Flame, re-
tire from the Heat of it, and leave the reft to
fight it out for them; as Pope Eugenius, by the
Afiftance of a heretical Fryew, his Legate, mov’d
Lewis the King of Hungary to break his Faith -
and League with the Tirks, by which he was.
ruined, being flain at the Bat'le of Pirna, and
thirty thoufand Chriftians with him.

And let the Prs’eﬂ:'gm pray,
Such Devilifb Council, worfe receiv’d,

Works Europe’s great Decay.

Leave martial Deeds to martial Men,

Befides the malevolent Inflvence which this
Eclipfe may have on the Affairs of War and
Peace, as Religious’y for | fee no Configurarion
tending to Political Breaches in that Part, I [ay
only, that I do not fee sr. But befides this, it is
to be obferved, that this Eclipfe happens in the
firft' Decanate of the humane, airy and bicorpo-
real ‘Sign Gemini, about 13 Degrees of which
pollefieth the Cufp of the eighth Houfe, which,
amongft all Men of Are, is elteemed the Houfe

B3 of
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of Death and Mortality ; and this Eclipfe being
in the Sign that poflefleth the Culp of the
Eighth, may be faid to be wvirtually in the Eighth,
while Mercury, Lord of the Eclipfe, is attnally
in the Eighth in his own Houfe.

‘This Pofition of the Planets at fuch a Time
is very diflatisfying, and the Afpe@s melancho-
ly; for, according to the Rules of Aftrology, this
direétly points out defolating Plagues and AMor-
tality in the Northern Parts of Europe, where
the l.fluences of thefe Planets in thefe Signs
and Houfes govern ; nay, according to the afore-
faid Rules of Aftrology, ’tis a certain Prefage,
or indeed a Chain of Prefages or ferebedings,
all agreeing to point out a raging, epidemical
Sicknefs or Diftemper, and great Mortality a-
mongft the Nations. FBEvery true Briton, and
Lover of his Country, will join in prayiog, that
Heaven may avert that terrible Calamity from
this Nation and Kingdom, and preferve the Ci-
ty of Londen in particular. But we muft not
hice it, it we endeavour to give a perfed View
of things as Nature dirc&s, that the Bclijfe hap-
pering in Geminiy and that the City of London in
particular 1s faid to be under the Influence of
thar >ign, we fce more than ordipary Reafon to
redouble our Wifthes and Prayers for the Pre-
fervation of the City of Lendon fiom the threat-
ning and depopulating Judgment of a Plague.

I would not take upon me to glarm the City
of Lendon, or the Inhabirants of Grear Brizain,
with [peaking roo pofitivelw in an Affeir of this
Confcquence ;5 but as no Time is unfeafonable to
warn the Worio oo Danger, 1o 1t 1 were a Foe
napny, | Would warn Nipsveb to repent. f fay =

: 007 6y
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more, let the Citizens of London take the Hint:
as they fhall think proper. ¥

Nor does the Planetary Iufluence leave Frupes
without fome Indications of their Share in che
Calamity, let it begin where it will ; nay, it may '
begin there agzin, for ought we know, and may
communicate Contagion from thence to their
neighbouring Nations, as it had been coummy-"
nicated from other Nations to them.

It muft n t be forgot here, though I' do nor fay
the Eclipfe smmediately intimates it, that it may
have other fatal Influences upon France 3 but we
fhall not afferc that it mxff ; nor fhall we fay it
will : Let France avoid joining with thofe rhat
have no Religion in them, under the Pretence of
8 Religious War, and then ~—L

That this BEclipfe has nothing in it fatal to
France, and even to fome of rthe grear Branches
of the Houle of Bourbon, | will not prerend ][
to fay, becaufe I think otherwife, tho’ I go no
further. Bur if that grear and powerful Family
do not fee it felf within the Reach of Planerary
Iofluence, they muft think themfelves fomething |
more than humane, which, to be plain, I do
not think of them; but juft the cantriry. In a
Word, 1 expeét fomething on that Side which
mmay be better fpoken afterwards than now.|
Let 1t fuffice to us, that the Royal Houfe of
Great Britain ftands entirely clear trom any ma-
levolent Afpect, or threatning Influence on this
Occafion, nor does there appear the leaft Afpedk
of perfonal Evil towards them, or the remoteft
Braach of them, at home or abroad y and it is
33 much the Duty of an impartial Arrift to afe
ere the Good, as to fugeeft the Bvil. ’Tis true,
it is ' mot impoffible to be miftaken in eith;r,

ut
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but it is'enovigh, that no evil Prefage offérs it
felf on this Occaflion, either to Ring George, or
any of his Royal Race, at home or abroad.

It appeareth that the Turk and Afufcovite will
be affeted by rhe Influence of this Eclipfe, and
the Configurations that artend it, and will at’
leaft have fome Bickerings in the Infancy of its
Ynfluence, perhaps not a compleat Rupture; be-
caufe ’tis thought fome Part of the Influence re-
gatds the Perfon of the Grand Seignior, or at
Jeat of his prime Minifter the Grand Fizier,
who, ’tis very likely, may, orie or both of them,
fall a Sacrifice to the Tumult and Viclence of the
Soldiery, as is not unufual in thofe Countries;
for the Eclipfe being a&nally in the feveath
Houfe, plainly intimates Bloodfhed, Murder and
Rapine, but chiefly by Rabble and Tumult in
the Nations it regards, and amongft their own
People, rather than by open Wars with any o-
ther Nation. It alfo denotes thofe Violences
and Vegxations happening among the Chief of
thofe Nations before mentioned.

Again, Mercury, Who is Lord of the Eclipfe,
haftening to an Oppofition of Retrograde, envious
Saturn, which he accomplitheth Aay the 27th,
and repeats: it Fune 16, and again Fuly the 7th,
and returns, being the Patron of all ill-humour’d,
ill-temper’d, malicious Adtions amongft Men ; it
evidently denotes Factions and Male content a«
mongft the Nations upon whom it has an In-
fluoence. 1 31 |

Some will - have it affe@ Marine Affairs in Ey-
ropey and that the Turks fhall fall wpon the Mal-
tefe by Sea with a powerful Navy ; alfo great
Succefs to Pyrates, ¢c. but be that how it will,

{9 | ' ' o I think



Of the: S U N 1724. 39
I think ' its Influence aﬁ‘e&s thmgs uf a milch
higher Nature. ' 0 ¢
~ The lnfluence may. reach further but mm:y
fuffice to reft here. As for the Affalrs of China,
they are too remote to {peak' of under this
‘Head, and ‘1 fhall have Occafion: to mention
them’ again, fome great Revolution feemmg to
be at hand thr.-:-rf: allo. .

C FEUA P, O IX

Of particular Predictions, form'd from the
particular Afpects of the Heavenly Bodies
and refpecting thofe Countries which are
under the Influence of thofeBodies, whe-

ther immediately concernd in the Eclipfe
or not. Woe

Find the Planets Mars and Mercury pﬂrtlcn-
I larly concerned in the hcl:pfe, and as fevea
ral Countries are under the Influence of thofe
Planets, and the Signs they pollcfs, or are Lords
of, they merit our E.nqmry , for that thofe Placeg

'may be affeéted ‘by the Influence of the faid
Planets.

- Mercury, who is:Lord of the Eclfpfe and
ftrong in the Eighth, his own: Houft, in the airy
Sign Gemini, 1s of evil Import, and denﬂte:s be-
fides what is faid of Infetion, @e. terrible Stormse
and Tempelt of Wind, with all the unfual fatal
Confequences of that Element being umiverfally

di.
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difturbed ; whence, towardsthe vernal Equinox,
we may expett the Effects of thefe Calamities
both by Sea and Land, efpecially in thofe Coun-
tries where this Planet is more particularly faid
to govern, as in Flanders, the Coalt of Picardy
and Normandy : England indeed is not immedi-
ately concern’d in the predi®ted Effeds of this
Planet’s Influence, but it will be much, if when
the Coaft of Flanders, Picardy, and Normandy,
thall be torn with Storms and Tempefts, England

which is but juft on the oppofite Shore, ould
entirely cfcape ; fo that ’tis to be fear’d we may
feel part at leaft of the Influence, efpecially on
the Coaft of Kenr and Suffex.

In the more remote Parts, the Gulf of Can-
dia or Crete, with the Greek lflands of the Archi-
pelago, the Continent of the Mores, and the Coaft
of Barbary on the Side of Egypr and Alexan-
dria, they will feel the Effe@ts of this Afped in
3 more violent Manner, particularly in Tempeft
of Fire, that is to fay, Lightning and Thunder;
and let the Coaft of Afian Greek, from Ephefus
to Smyrna, expeét fome Shocks of an Earth-
quake, tho’ perhaps favourable in comparifon of
what has been.

In like manner the Sun it felf taking its ab-
fira@ from the Conjun&ion which occafions the
Eclipfe ; I fay, the Sun governing the Kingdoms
of Naples and Sicily. with all the fouthern Half
of Italy, may, by the additional Influence of the
Planet Mercury, as Lord of the Eclipfe, have a
malevolent Afpeét towards thofe Countries and
Kingdoms.

Thefe Configurations may alfo denote excef-
five Heats and ftagnated Air, and confequently
rontagious and raging Diftempers in thofe Coun-
N tries
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tries. But I muft confefs I apprehend more In-
fection from the fiery Difpofitions of thofe ter-
tible People, called the Conmgregation, in that
Country, who fit in their dark Divan at St
Peter’s, to inflame Mankind, and fet the
World on Fire, than from all the Operations of
Nature naturizing in the upper Region, or Ni-
fure natured in the lower Regions, by their In-
fluence.

Nor is the Sun, at this Time, withoat efpe-
cial Influence in the Baftern Part of the World,
the Countries of Arwenia, Georgia, and all that
Part now in Poffeflion of the Turks or Perfi-
ans, or both, which was the antient Chaldea, are
in a particular Manner under the Goverument
of this Planct and of Aars.

It is more than probable Blood and Devafta-
tions will be the Portion of this Part of the
World this very Year 1724, and the Year fol-
Towing, and that if any Part of the Globe be
over-run with Wars and Defolation, it will be
this Part rather than any. The Planet, which
has the governing Influence in thofe Parts, {uf-
fering fo great a darkning of his Glory, and
being interrupted from fhining on a great Part
of the World for fo confiderable a “space of
Time. _

- 1 need not enquire by whom this Part of the
World fhall be thus difturbed, the Face of
things already fhow us that, as alfo the fmall
Number of Nations which are bordering on
thefe Parts, fecing there are but four Nations
who can be concern’d in a Chaldean \War 5 name-
ly, the Turks, the Perfians, the Adufcovites, and
the Mogul Indians; thefe, or fome of thefe, are
alt that may, or poflibly can be coacers’d in

; G this
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this War, which will amount to great Deva--
ftations and Bloodfhed. But as Geography de-
termines the Contigunity or Remotenefs of Places,
fo Aftrology difcovers why, how much, and in
what Manner, they are under Planetary Influence,
and let the Nations experience, and future Hi-
ftory record the Truth of my Calculations.
Sweden and Denmark feem to be fubject to
fome of the Eivil Incidents of this Year; but,
their Share in it feems but fmall at prefent,
and perhaps may iffue only in the Mortality of
fome of their Princes, or that it may be a
Storm approaching, but as yet at a greater
Diftance than within the Compafs of the Yeat
' pow under Obfervation. May all Calamitiesand.
defolating Evils be averted from Nations pro-
fefling the Proteftant, and truly reform’d Do-
&rine, that they may always be in a Conditi-
on to unite and turn their Strength againft the:
Enemies of the Reformation, and of found Prin.
ciples in the World. |
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f CH A Pai X,

General Predictions for the whole Year
" 1714, formed from juft Obfervations
" of the Afpects of the whale Heavens du-
- vng the faid Year, inciuding the Eciipfe,
and all the Phanomena of the Heavenly
Bodies, as well refp:cting Europe, as all
the reft of the terraqueons Globe.

' PO N the whole, and taking in the gene-
L ral Afpe@t of the Planetary, and even of
the ftarry Heaven, as it refpects all the habita-
‘ble Barthy ANNUS MIRABILIS feems
to be written at the Head of the whole Scheme,
as a capital Title to the Calculations of the
‘whole Year.

There are but few Parts of the Year which
feem very propitious, and thofe few Smiles of
the Face of Nature feem to be dire@ed to re-
amote Parts; but we have the Felicity to fee,
‘without being in' the leaft partial to our own
iCountry, that Grear Britain isnot threatned with
-any thing very - fatal. God graint we do but
efcape infectious Diftempers, general Contagi-
ons, and the like; and we’ hope, by the good
“Condu& of our Government, "and “the happy
Situation of our Country, furrounded with diffi«
«culc Sess, and fortified and defended with our
wooden Walls and. floating Caltles, to prevent
2 G 2 what.
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- whatever Mifchief may be prepared for us from
without. g |
Nor can [ by the Afpeét of Heaven forefee fo
much plotting or private Treafon in this or that
Kingdom or Country againft it felf, that is, a-
gainft the refpective Governours or Government |
of thofe Countries, as 1 do the general Confpi-
racy of the Ecclefiaftical Power, in bebalf of|
the Romifh Hierarchy againft the reformed Na-
tions, endeavouring to embroil the Powers of|
Enrope, called Carholick, againft the oppofite|
Power, called Reformed, in a Crufade or Reli-
gious War. ‘9
~ This indeed, as I have already obferved Chap,
VIII. feems to be the Effe&@ of a° malevolent
Influence, which proceeds from the Eclipfe, and.
appears as it does, namely, Mars being Lord of
the Afcendant in the Ninth, and oppofing Fu-
piter, the Patron of Religion, who is [ub terré
in the third.
+ It is to be hoped that the Proteftant Powers,
who are not ignorant of the Devices of thofe
Damons, will fortifie themfclves in fuch a Man-
ner, aud wnite their Powers as their Intereft are
infeparably united, and that in fo indiffoluble a
Bend  as that all the Combination in Europe fhall
not be able to feparate them ; and if they can=
nor be feparated, there is no Fear that they can
be overceme ; for to have the reform'd Coun-
trics infeparable, is to have them invincible.
. But this fprdk I, not the Stars: 1t the Rules of
Aftiology teu us, that fuch Attempts will be
againft them; the Rules of common Senfe di=
¢tate Union and united Affeé&ion to be the cone
comitant of common bdafety.

As
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As Venus, a peaceable, f{oft, fociable Planet,
governs at Fiemna, and in the Eaftern Provinces
of the Empire, I give it as a fure Hint that
the Pope will not be able to bring the imperial
Arms effectually into the Church Quarrel, thongh
fome Attempts may be made that way, and with
Appearance of Succefs 5 for Fenus is in the Bighth
out of all effential and accidental Dignities,
therefore properly peregrine. If Germany is
threatned, let them ufe that Caution in their
Engagements, efpecially againft or to the dif-
countenancing of the true Reform’d Religion, that
may be moft proper to avoid the evil Confe-
guences of fuch Threatnings.

The Emperor, 3 more great and powerful
Potentate than any of the Princes of the Houfe
of Auftria, have been fince Charles the Vth, and
confidering how well his Imperial Majeflty ftands
with the reft of Europe, and how few Enemies
he has in the World, he may be faid to be
much greater ; but which is more than all, his
great and faithful Counfellor and General Prince
Bogene of Savoy, is no Bigot, he knows the Pec-
litical Intereft of his Mafter too well to facrifice
it to a fham Pretedce of Religious Intereft ; and
ke underftands the Force of the Proteftant
Powers, and the Goodnefs of their Troops too
well, to fufter his Mafter (if he can prevent it)
to be deprived of the Alliance of thofe Powers,
and of the Afliftance of fuch gallant Troops, up-
on Occafion, ‘much lefs to be obliged, for a
Caprice of the Pope, to cmbroil himfelf with
them.

However, as the reftlefs Party at Home will
blow up the Coals, Europe may at leaft fee the
Smoak, 1t they do not feel the Flame. And
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fo much the Afped&s of the Planets plainly inti-
“mate, let Time difcover the Event. i |

There is another f{ignificant »Configuration,
whofe Effets we have fenfibly experienced, and
yet continue under, though we have not ' yet
touched upon if. -

. There was at the Clofe: ofothe Year 1722, a
great Conjunétion, and well it might be [aid to
be a great Conjunttion s for it was of all the three
Superiors, Saturn, Fupiter, and Mars, in the fiery
Siga Sagittarius, the Influence of which kas not
yet done ‘operating. The Bifeds of it have al-
yeady appear’d. very evidently in the extream
hot and dry Summer that immediately fucceed-
ed it (and it will not be wondered at, if the
Winter be -as-extremely cold, with large Quan~
tity of Suow or fevere Froft) we are very {en-
fible of the late, or rather prefent raging of
the Small-Pox, which bas fwept away Maultis
tudes both in: England and France.

And this Eclipfe falling upon the Back of that
eminent Phenamena, it may reafonably be ex-
pected, that their united Force will produce more
fenfible Effetis ; nor will thofe Effeéts be empty
and trifling: Speculations, but in all Appearance
{ftrange, and even aftonifhing in thofe Parts of
the World where they fhall operate.

The Afpe@s towards the Haft and South Eaft
are very threatning. [ make no Difficulty to fay
a bloody War is intimated between the Turks
and the Perfians, and the Mufcouvites are not only
concern’d herein, but direétly intimated ; nay,
more dire&ly than the Perflans; and thac this
War will one way or other involve feveral of
_the Powers of Europe, that is to fay, as auxiliary
‘to the Adufcovites — As 10 the Perfian, the Do-
mi=|
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minion of that great and - wealthy Monarchy
feems to be the Bait of this War; and as the
Afpeéts feem to go off towards the End of the
Year, 1 fuggelt, that at the Clofe of that War
the Perfian Monarchy will be diflolved, and the
whole Country fhared and divided as a Prey to
the two contending Parties, that is to fay, be-
tween the Turks and Mufcovites.

There are alfo fome particular evil Afpeds
that feem to point to the more remote Nations,
and that either the great Mogul will quit the
Stage of Life, or fome very powerful Monarch
on that Side of the World, and a great Revo-
lution is threatned in China, but of what kind I
am not to make any guefs fufficient to entitle.
the Rules of Art to it ; but feeing I confine my
felf, as to that Part of the World, I fhall fay no
more of it now.

We obferve Penus, chiefly Lady of the fixth,
in the eighth Peregrine, which fignifies a fickly
Time in general, tho’ what has been faid above
as to a Contagion fhould not come to pafs ;and
this fecems more particularly to aficCt Holland,
Flandersy, Denmark, and Norway, together with
the Northern Parts of lower Saxony (to wit)
Holftein, Slefwick, and the Countries on the lowa
er Elbe, and oa the South and South-Weft Shoar
of the Baltick.

'Tis true, that as the Seafons of the Year, the
Weather, and the like Changes attending thofe
Seafons, are {ubje& to various Incidents, befides
the Influence and Attraction of the Planets, and
which are not to. be brought into juft Calcula-
tions, or fully adjulted by the Rules of Arc; fo
the Artift ought not to be cenfured for Defici-

ency in-his faid Calculations, though the Wﬁa-
ther
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ther doth not in every Circumftance fall out as
he may reafonably fuggeft.

The prevailing long experienced Influence of
- the great Dog-Star, when rifing with the Sun,
may intimate dry Weather, and violent Heats
at that Time, called the Dog-Days, and the Sea-
fon of the Year may make it unnatural to expe&
any thing elle, and yet the extraordinary Quan-
tity of humid Vapowrs, unexpetedly rais'd or
exhaled hy the Sun in the Seafon before, may
have fo loaded the Air with Vapours, that an
unufual Fall of Water may happen at the Time
above mentioned, by which Fall of Water, the
Air is fo cool’d and moderated, that no fuch
violent Heat happens as was expeéted.

In like manner Art may reafonably predi&t a
hard Winter, and long continued violent Froft,
from the like Influence of Ariwrus fetting with
the Sun, the Seafon alfo then concurrings; and
yet then a Prevalency of uninterrupted Wefterly
Winds (which blowing foft and moiflt Vapours
from the great Atlantick Ocean, always keep
. the Seafon open, and make it warm and mild)
may quite deprive us of thofe expefted whole-
fome Frofts, and the Winter may be open and
warm, and yet the Artift not be at all to blame,
or his Calculations and Conclufions condemn’d,
merely for his failing in fome Meafure under fuch
a Concurrence of contrary Caufes. |

How often, even in this laft Summer, hav
Clouds appeared feeming to promife Rain, and
yet been diffipated without fo much as one
Drop being perceived to fall upon this Part of
the Surface of the Earth over which they ap-
pear’d ; and yet at another Time, when the Sea-
fon is inclined to Moiftsre, Clouds lefs pramilﬁng_

ave
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iﬁave produced plentiful Siowers; and in Times
of exceflive Rains, when the Difpofition of the
Air feems wholly inclined to Moifture, even
fmall Clouds produce great Showers; and yet
none ‘will recede from that common received
and approved Opinion, that great Showers of
‘Rain are generally uther’d in by the Appearance
of black Clouds, but continue to predi® Rain
from fuch Appearances (the Situation of the
Wind concurring) and that commonly with an
indifputable, tho’ not equal Succefs.
~ From hence I conclode, that none place fo
abiolate a Depeidance upon meteorological Con-
clofions and Prediétions, as if we, that make’
them, could, like the Prophket Elijab, fay, There
fball be neither  Seed time nor Harveft for fo
many Years ; or, as when the f{aid Prophet bid
the King haften to his Palace, for there mas a
Sound of abundance of Rain. Our Bufinefs is to
give fuch Schemes as the Sitvation of things
make rational, confulting the Concurrence of na-
turil, but not afferting the Knowledge of fuper-
natural Caufes. And this Method, I doubt not,
will be granted to be foliowed in thefe our Cal-
culations, and the Dedu&ions made from thence.
Nor fhould any Man, in Contempt of our mo-
deft Suggeftion, defpife what we have delivered,
only becanfe we have not advanced above the
Rules of Arr, Reafon, and Modefty thercin; let
foch rather fufpend their Cenfure till they fee
whether what is hercin hinted comes to pafs
or not, and then aé as they fee Caufe, what-
ever Confequences may attend their Contempt of

Art,
: H : When
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When Fulius Cefar was modeftly advertifed
by a Man of Art (and who had Kindnefs enough
for him to give bim fuch a Caution) that bhe
fhould have a Care of the ldes of March ; he, like
the bolder People of this Age, who flight all-
Notice of future things as ridiculous, flouted at
this friendly Calculator, fcoffingly told him that
Morning, fays he, The Ides of March are come.
But his friendly Monitor confirmed, by his Rafh-
nefs in the Certainty of his Calculations, bold=
ly replied, But they are net gone; intimating, that
though they were come, and nothing had yet
happened to him of what he had prediéted, and
bid him expeét or warn againft, yet there was
Time left for Fate to determine whe was in
the right, and: for him to be yet convinced,
that he had not given him a needlefs Caution ;
as- Cefar found in a few Hours after, be being
ftabb’d that Day in the Senate Houfe.

Let no Man conclude therefore, that if every
thing he expeéts do not come to pafs, in the
{fame Manner he expeéls it, that therefore i
was not rational for him to'expedt it. Thatl
have prov’d Planetary Influence, I affure my felf,
none can deny that have read the former Parg
of this fmall Treatife; and I as well aflure my
felf, that thofe, who do believe Planetary in-
fluence, cannot reafonably expe& or believe, that
fuch a Succeflion of extraordinary Phznomena,
as happens now within the Space of lefs than a
Year and a half, can be fuppofed to pafs
without fomething extraordinary to attend as
the Confequence of them. We may enumerate
fome Particolars.

£. The
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1. The Sun was near half eclipled November
27, 1722. and although that is not furpri-
Zing as thofe that are total and central, yet it
1s the greateft Eclipfe of the Sun that hath been
vifible in England fince the total Eclipfe in the
Year 1715
2. The great and remarkable Conjunction of
the three Superiors, Saturn, Fupiter, and Mars,
near the Clofe of the Year 1722, the like of
which has not, nor will ever be feen by any
Man living.

3. A furprizing Comet, not expected by the

reateft Artift, nor heard of till it was feen,
.yet attended with fome extraordinary Circum-
ftances, though ignorant People begin to fpeak
contemptibly of it, becaufe they have not yet
been affrighted with the horrible Appearance
of a flaming Tail or Beard hanging jult over
their Houfe, and therefore looking no further
into the Nature and Conftquences of a Comet.

4. The Tranfit of the Planet AMercury over
the Body of the Sun, Ofsber 29. this Year 1723.
which may properly be faid to be an Eclipfe
4o far as Mercury is able to eclipfe the Sun.

§- The great Bclipfe Ay 11, as above in
the Calculation, ufher’d in not only with the
four Phznomena before mentioned, but alfo
with an Oppofition of the two malevolent Su-
griors, Saturn and Adars, not two Months be-

re the Eclipfe. 1 think we may fately fay,
that fuch a Congrefs of extraordinary Appear-
ances have not happen’d in fo little Time, per-
haps fince the World began. Let no Man think
that fuch a Confluence of Appearances, circums

ftanced as they are circumftanced, fhall not be
| H 2 at-
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attended with Influence fufficient to juftific oup
‘Predictions of fomething extraordinary to fol
low. WY b
If any will contirue to deny it, they m f
not only have a contemptible Opinion of Aftrg
pomical Knowledge, and of the Difpofition @
the Heavenly Bodies in fuch Cafes as thefe, bu
they muft at againft the Experience of a
Ages, the Records of Hiftory, and rational Pra
bability ; and to fuch 1 fhall only fay, let them
indulge themfelves in their Opinion, till the
have their Eyes opened by the Effeéts predicis
ed coming to pafs. . o
For my Part, 1 am fully fatisfied, that as thet€l
are {o many fuch fignal Appearances in fo fhogt!
a “pace of Time, and that under the Influence
of fuch. predominant Signs, as has already been
obferved, Heaven has not placed them in fuch
a kind of Conjunéion for nothing, nor only 9l
be gazed upon or.talk’d of.
] cannot eafily forbear obferving, that the
Sign Sagitrarins, and its oppofite Sign Gemini, ate
more particularly concern’d; for the folar He
cliple November 27, 1722. Was in  Sagittaris
the great Conjun&ion of the three Superiots,
Saturn, Fupiter,and Mars, Was in Sagittarius; alio
the great Eclipfe in Aay pext, the Subjedt OF
our prefent Difcourfe, is.in Gemini, the Sign ops
pofite. to Sagsetarius. Al which feem to inth
mate, that the Places under thefe two Signs
will bhave a more particular Share in the 18
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- Places under Sagirtarius, according to the moft
celebrated Authors, are Spain, Hungary, Slavonis
Moravia, Dalmatia, Buda, Toledo, Nar&.ﬂ,-cﬂg;,,:
S_fﬂﬂgﬂfd : ; . .
- Places under Gemini are, Lombardy, Brabant,
Flanders, the Weft and south Weft of England,
- Cities, London, Lovain, Bruges, Ndremberg',
Mentz,, Bambur | :
- As to the prefent Comet, although it hag
Not yet appeared in fuch a glaring and afa
frightful Manoer as fome have done before it,
yet that is fo far from rendring it contempti=
ble, that it is the more remarkable. That
Comets are furprizing Appearances, all do own;
and yet that their Revolutions are fo regular,
as to be capable of being reduced to Calcula-
tion, fome -of the beft Artifts do believe ; bag
this Comet was not that we hear of, expect=
ed to be feen by any Artift, till it attually ap-
?eared, which made its Appearance the more
urprizing ; and which yet made the Appear-
ance more extraordinary was, when Peoples
Curiofity or Surprize was heightned with the
Expe&tation of its nearer Approach, or more
perfe& Appearance, it feem’d to withdraw. I
fhall not now take upon me to determine what
inay be cither the Reafon or the Confequence
of this unufual Appearance; but as it is quae
lified with Circumftances of an extraordinary
Natuwre, as to the Time, Place, and Mauner of
¥ts appearing, and as to it Situation, it may
furnifh us with Matter for future Obfervas
tion. s : ! :
i

In
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" in the mean Time, if we confider the Time
of its Appearancg, and that it Is even contem-
porary with the Tranfit of Mercury over the
Body of the Sun, the lealt we can gather from
it is, that it is a concurrent Teftimony, and
more immediate Fore-runner of what we have
obferved upoun the great Eclipfe of the Sun;
and ler it not be wondred at, if it is fucceed-
ed by a very hard Winter, with ftrong Froft
and larger Quantity of Snow than hath been
of late Years, or elfe with exceflive Winds and
Rains. | |

#

¢ Probabiliffimum eft, omnes Co-
¢ metas effle irati Numinis linguas,
¢ & malorum f{ecuturorum, ut 1rg
DEI avertatur, nuntios. Eft u-
nanimis Philofophorum, Aftrologo-
rum, Hiftoricorum fenfus, & recep-
tiffima jam inde ab omni @vo mor-
taliom fere omnium opinio, €xem-
plis innumeris confirmara. Ridendi
ergo qui contendunt, Cometas non
magis infelicitatem quam felicitatem
portendere, eo quid aliqui Comete
faufti fuerint aliquibus Principibus,
quas enumerant : quafi vero illi ip-
fi non magis regnis ac populis lae

¢ ;E’cu‘::aﬁa
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¢ &tuofi, quam Principibus illis faufti
¢ illuxerint.

€ Hinc deducas quid de noftro Cometa, de

¢ quo difceptata eft, ftatucndum.
P. CASPARI SCHOTTI,

ELN 1%







