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N3 N performing the operation for
W what is called a Strangulated
Rupture, the portion of in-
tcﬁme, or omentum, which had pafled
out from the abdomen, has fometimes
been found in the fame cavity, and in
contact with the naked tefticle,

Tuis is a cafe which has been men-
tioned by one or two late writers, who
have fuppofed it to be produced by a
breach, or laceration, of that production
of the peritoneum, which formed the
hernial fac, and contained the portion of
inteftine, or omentum, when firft it

pafied out from the belly.

IN order to underftand rightly the
kind of rupture, which makes the fub-
- T 3 ject
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IN a natural ftate, and according to
the moft ufual courfe, the openings or
mouths of thefe facculi become clofe,
and the paflages obliterated, foon after
the tefticles get' into the fcrotum; the
tunica vaginalis teftis is thus formed, and
all communication with the belly pre-
vented ; but if a piece of gut or caul
has {lipped in with; or juft after the tef-
ticle, the opening cannot clofe ; the tuni-
ca vaginalis teftis cannot be properly
formed, but the inteftine, tefticle and o-
mentum muft be all together, in imme-
diate contact with each other within this
facculus, whofe mouth muft ftill remain
open to the abdomen.

Anp, as I bave already taken notice,
that the mouths of thefe facculi always
remain open while the tefticle continues
in the groin, a much longer time is by
this means furnithed in many fubjects
for this accident to happen in; not to
mention again, that in fome children -
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they do not clofe till the tefticles have
been a great while in the fcrotum, and
that they have been found open in
adults.

Wuorver has a clear idea of the
ftate of thefe parts, muft fee, that what-

ever paffes into thefe facculi while they

remain open, let the fubjett’s age be
what it may, muft be in the fame ca-
vity, and in conta& with the naked
tefticle ; and though the paflage from
the belly will become clofe and be obli-
terated, if the parts which have fallen
into it are returned back, and kept up by
proper bandage ; yet if they are not re-
turned into the belly, or not kept there
when returned, the paffage can never
clofe, and the hernia muft for ever re-
main ; and, while it does remain, will
neceffarily be of the kind mentioned in
the Title.

For though this is a difeafe produced
by fuch a ftate of parts as is peculiar to
an
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an infant, and which a {mall fpace of
time makes fuch an alteration in, as to
prevent its happening after that ftate of
infancy, yet if it is not taken proper
car¢ of when it has happened, it will
moft probably continue during the life
of the patient; and that therefore it
muft fometimes be found in adults.—
A cafe, which I am convinced, happens
much oftner than is fufpected.

THE more I have thought of this
matter, the more I am convinced of the
truth of what I have faid in the pre-
ceding pages ; even accidents and mal-
formations, which prevent the ufual
and regular procefs, contribute to elu-
cidate the fubject; and though they
are deviations from the natural courfe,
yet help to inform us what that
would be, if it had not been prevented,
A truth, which will appear in two of the
following cafes.
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the fac containing them was open to
the abdomen ; this was all that appear-
ed in this {fubject, which, though it did
not give me much fatisfaction in prefent,

. determined me to examine more clofely
fuch cafes in future,

March 23, 1756. WiLLiam PeaRrce,
a healthy ftout man, twenty-five years
old, was brought into St, Bartholomew’s
Hofpital, complaining of a painful fwel-
ling in his right groin, a {light degree of
naufea, and an incapacity of difcharging
any thing by ftool.

THESE complaints had fubfifted three
days, when he was taken into the houfe.

In the groin on the right fide was a
{welling, about the {ize of a middling le-
mon, of an oblong figure; its greateft
length being tranfverfe or firetching
from the pubis to the ilium, the tumor
feemed pretty full, was conftantly pain-
ful in fome degree, but much more {o
upon being handled.
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to cover the tumor with a foft pultice,
and to keep in bed.

THE next day the {welling feemed
rather abated, and lefs tenfe; his ficknefs
continued, but without any vomiting ;
he was perfe@ly eafy in his belly, but
had difcharged nothing by ftool.

I TRIED again to return the parts, but
ineffeCtually ; and, as the handling them
was exceffively painful to him, I order-
ed him to be again bled, to repeat his
glyfter and poultice, and to take fre-
- quently two or three fpoonfuls of a
purging mixture, but ftill could obtain
no ftool ; and, on the third day, his pain
being much increafed, with the addition
of hiccough and vomiting, I endeavour-
ed to relieve him by the operation.

I Becan the incifion in the ufual
place, and continued it as low as the tu-
mor reached, -
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