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B8 ANCIENT AND MODERN MODE OF BURIAL,

cially among our poorer brethren, whose poverty, and whose avocations, too
frequently compel their residence in localities where the evil is most promi-
nent, where, in a word, the burying-places, public and private, are most
numerous and most dangerously overcharged. ~During many years I have
employed every legitimate means for the purpose of effecting this great
monraL and SANITARY reformation; and this, my first effort in another
direction, has been cheerfully entered upon at the request of the Committee
of this Institution, in humble but full confilence that at the conclusion of
these Lectures sympathies newly awakened, and judgments more fully in-
formed, may result in such an expression of opinion as shall convince —
unmistakably convince—all but the unduly prejudiced or the deeply interested
that the confidence of a too generous public may neither be systematically
abused, nor insulted with impunity. To that ultimate arbitrator, public
opinion, I now therefore confidently and trustingly appeal. 1 have the most
complete conviction that the voice of the people will be put forth in its
might, and that ere long the complete abolition of a system that afflicts
while it disgusts — that weighs down the energies of the strong, imperils
the life of the weak, and lowers the standard of vitality in the aggregate
population exposed to its influence—will be demanded of the Imperial
Legislature,

After considerable reflection, I have thought that the observations con-
tained in this Lecture would be more practical, and therefore more valuable,
if they brought under your notice the actual condition of our grave-yards,
rather than instituted a comparison between the ancient and modern
modes of burial, The comparison would be more curious than useful,
and I believe our time can be much better bestowed in dealing with
things as they are in the nineteenth century, in the most magnificent city
of the world, than in entering upon a disquisition which might lead us
astray from our present purpose. It is quite certain that any attempt to draw
a parallel between the ancient heathen and the modern Christian in this respect
would be infinitely to the disgrace and dishonour of the latter. With your per-
mission, therefore, I will at once proceed to bring before you a chain of irrefrag-
able evidence which will, I believe, demonstrate the existence of a state of things
in some instances so dreadful and so disgusting as to defy comparison with any
other social evil at present afflicting the community. I shall endeavour to be as
concise as possible; but, believing as I do that the extent of the moral and sani-
tary evils resulting from the practice of intra-mural burial is even yet little
known, and thercfore not sufficiently appreciated, I must request your patient
attention to a somewhat detailed statement of facts, because I believe a simple
recital will influence your judgment better than laboured comments.

I should fail in the execution of a duty owing to the public and my-
self if, from a sense of delicacy, I hesitated to connect my previous labours
in this cause with the testimony of the great majority of the witnesses
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adduced by me before the Parliamentary Committee appointed to inquire
into the Effect of Interment of Bodies in Towns. My writings, my evidence
before the Select Committee on the Health of Towns in 1840, and the whole
evidence tendered through me on this special inquiry in 1842, so mutually
support and illustrate each other, that it would be impossible to do com-
mon justice to the subject were I to attempt to dissever them. I therefore
shall have to refer, in the course of these remarks, to various allegations
made from time to time in my works on this subject, and to the Reports
of the Parliamentary Committees of 1840 and 1842, more especially to the
latter.

You will, I trust, do me the justice to believe that profound conviction
alone would have induced me to cnter upon an inquiry at once repulsive
and dangerous,—an inquiry involving some sacrifices of personal comfort,
and a considerable expenditure of time and means. In justice to myself,
I must also state, that I have not, nor ever had, the most remote interest
in any place or places employed for the burial of the dead., T have no
personal object in view-—no private pique to gratify. My motives have
however, been impugned, my veracity slandered. I have been accused, in
terms as coarse as they were unmerited, of intentional exaggeration,—of
being the chief City agitator of the cemeteries; of having culled witnesses,
as far as possible, to serve a purpose; of having set aside the whole body of
respectable furnishing undertakers; and it has been further alleged, that the
studied exclusion of such witnesses was one of the most striking and ominous
parts of Mr. Mackinnon’s procedure, or rather of Mr. Walker’s, for he ruled
the Committee, They formed the following ciphers: e, the leading integer.
He sat beside Mr, Mackinnon, and whispered, and prompted, and practised all
the dexterous parts of an able and experienced attorney guiding his counsel.

I believe that I need plead no excuse for having done what I considered at the
time a simple act of duty, and, indeed, of obligation. I had earned the pos-
session of certain facts in relation to the management of London burial-places,
In the year 1839, I brought those facts before my countrymen, and I thought
them of sufficient importance to press upon the attention of Parliament in
1840, and in 1842.

Those who have experienced the difficulty of awakening the public attention
even to the existence of a palpable wrong, or the constant pressure of the
grossest injury, will easily comprehend that the task I had imposed upon myself
was not easy of accomplishment, whilst its consummation was apparently so
remote as to offer little prospect of its fulfilment; yet, cheered on by the kind,
1 might add, the too flattering, commendations of the PREss, a solemn belief of
the vast, the incaleulable interests interwoven with the subject, and a sincere
conviction of my own rectitude of intention, I determined to wage war against
one of the greatest abominations that can afflict a community,—the burial of the
TEAD in the midst of the Livivg, When I entered upon this crusade, I was
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that the lids of coffins frequently become convex, and sometimes are rent asun-
der, and the gases thus and otherwise disengaged become diffused and mixed
with the atmosphere, and enter the lungs in every inspiration,

# That in warmer climates, and in our own, exhalations from dead bodies
have in many instances seriously injured health, and in some have immediately
destroyed life. In confirmation of the latter assertion, your Petitioner would
humbly direct the attention of your honourable House to the death of two men
upon the opening of a grave in Aldgate church-yard, in the month of September,
1838, and to a yet more recent instance, in the death of William Green, a grave-
digger of St. Margaret, Westminster, and the subsequent illness and death of
the surgeon in attendance, and his female domestic, who both sank within a few
days of the gravedigger,

““That your Petitioner is convinced, from long observation, that the
keeping of dead bodies for a period of many days, and during warm weather,
more particularly in densely populated and ill-ventilated neighbourhoods, is a
practice highly injurious to the health of the living, and requires the interference
of your honourable House,

“ That, from sources of information on which your Petitioner has the
fullest reliance, he is convinced that the evils arising from the present system
of interment are not confined to the Metropolis, but exist in a proportionate
degree in the cities and populous towns throughout the kingdom, and in some
of the dependencies of the British empire.

“ That your Petitioner believes he is performing a public duty in thus ex-

pressing his conviction, that the majority of the places for the interment of the
dead are so many centres of infection, constantly giving off noxious effluvia,
which, according to the ecircumstances of locality, atmosphere, and the power of
resistance in those subjected to its influence, operate as a slow or energetic
poison.
: “Your Petitioner therefore humbly and earnestly prays, That a Com-
mittee of your honourable House may be appointed, or such other means
employed as your honourable House in its wisdom may deem necessary, for the
purpose of instituting a full and searching inquiry into the condition of the
burial-places of the United Kingdom, your Petitioner believing that such evi-
dence will be elicited as will convince your honourable House of the necessity of
a revision or abrogation of the existing laws relative to burial, or of the total
and absolute prohibition of the interment of the dead in the midst of the
living."” '

The result of this Petition was the appointment of a Select Committee, of
which W, A, Mackinnon, Esq., was named Chairman, The Committee com-

menced the examination of witnesses on the 17th of March, and concluded their
labours on the Gth of May,

The Report of that Committee stated, that “ after a long and patlient investi-
gation, your Commitiee cannot arrive al any other conclusion than that the
nuisancze of interments in large towns, and the injury arising to the health of
the community from the practice, are fully proved.”

The resolution of the Committee shows thut all the allegations contained in
my Petition were substantiated, whilst the testimony accorded in the Report was
to myself an acknowledgment of the services T had rendered,



14 AWAKENING OF PUBLIC OPINION,

Before endeavouring to bring more immediately under your notice some of
the facts on which the above conclusion of the Committee was based, we may
pass rapidly in review a few circumstances connected therewith.

Although I may fairly take occasion to express my regret that a question of
such incalculable importance as that of the condition of the resting-places of the
dead in the Metropolis should, up to the present period, have excited so little
apparent attention, I am pleased to observe that recent events have again
directed the publie mind to a subject which, if I mistake not, will yet exact from
the living the admission, that it is not only irreligious and impolitie, but highly
dangerous, to sanction or permit the execution of such sacrilegions and abomin-
able acts as have very recently been exposed in the columns of the daily press.
The parishioners of St. Ann’s, Soho, and St, George’s, Bloomsbury, are bestir-
ring themselves, whilst * the vestry meeting of St. Botolph, Aldgate, summoned
on the 24th of September last, amongst other things, to eleet a sexton, was
obliged to separate without completing its purpose, there being no candidate for
the office of sexton resident in the parish.” It looks well for a parish containing a
population of 9,525 souls, that there was no resident candidate for the office; for
as it is a compound one, and should include the duties of grave-digging, such as
they arein the shamefully overcharged grave-yards of London, it argues a much
improved condition of feeling, or appreciation rather, in the community of
sextons. It looks well, therefore, I repeat, and is an earnest of better things;
. for when matters are at their worst, they sometimes mend.

If the Committee of rate-payers appointed to inquire into the condition of St.
Ann's burying ground and vaults would turn to pages 53 and 71 of the Parlia_
mentary Report, * Effect of Interment of Bodies,” they would find some evidence
that might assist them in their deliberations, and possibly go some way in
forming their conclusions, It is the more necessary that this evidence should
be had in remembrance, because it appears, by the preliminary meeting, that the
“ Churchwardens had examined the church-yard, and did not find it worse than
it had been for the last four or five years ; and they did not see the necessity of
a new church-yard, which would necessarily entail on the parish a very consi-
derable expenge.”*

We obtain some valuable information from the statements made before the
Committee by Bartholomew Lyons, an ex-gravedigger of St. Ann’s, Soho. This
man proved that graves 20 feet in depth are dug by order of the Board of Vestry
on purpose to make the ground last longer; that they sometimes break up the
old eoffins. He further states, that from every deep grave dug, coffin-wood
sufficient to fill a dozen wheelbarrows was broken up. That a wretch named
Fox had ‘“ done most wonderful things in ths vaults. He has been (he says)
the biggest brute of any gravedigger in this earth, and he suffered for it at last;
he died in the Strand union workhouse, actually rotten.”

#* Fide the Morning Journals,
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Lyons, who gave his, I believe, honest testimony against practices that would
disgrace, if not disgust, a cannibal, died about two years since, a miserable, half-
putrid, walking nuisance during his life-time, his passage to the grave made more
gorrowful, and his end hastened, by the brutal conduct of certain parties, who had
benefited by his depraved agency. After the man had given his evidence before
the Parliamentary Committee, he was hunted like a wild beast from grave-yard
to grave-yard, where he sought to obtain employment in his filthy avocation.
Creatures who subsisted by the daily practice of the most disgusting and unjusti-
fiable mutilations of the dead were set upon him: he was made to feel the force
of their vengeance; and, but for pecuniary assistance rendered from time to
time, he would, I believe, have perished from starvation.

Let us now turn to the testimony of J. C, Copeland, also an ex-gravedigger of
St. Ann’s, Soho, who informed the Committee that he had seen Fox, and a party
who used to assist him in gravedigging in that ground, ‘ play at what is called
skittles; put up bones, and take skulls and knock them down; stick up bones

in the ground, and throw a skull at them as you would a skittle-ball,”  Well
might our immortal bard exclaim—

= ¢ Here's fine revolution, an® we had the trick to.see't. Did these bones cost no more

the breeding but to play at loggats with them 1 Mine ache to think on’t,”
Copeland has seen bodies * chopped up before they were a quarter decayed.”
So much for the condition of St. Ann’s grave-yard on the surface and the vaults
underneath the church. About three years since I made an inspection of the
grave-yard, I found an enormous quantity of human bones, some mixed with,
and others lying upon, the surface of the earth,—a most offensive and secan-
dalous superficial proof of the method of ‘‘ management’ then adopted. I could
add much more perchance to the purpose would time permit, but it would be
only a recapitulation of the ¢ thrice told tale.” The facts, however, above
given will afford you some idea of the condition of the sub-surface.

I have so often insisted in my writings that bulk must occupy space, that it
seems unnecessary to repeat it. A grave-yard or a vault will contain so many
bodies and no more. Time should be allowed for the gradual dissipation of the
invariable gaseous products of human decomposition ; but gross cupidity, the
desire to make money, has penetrated even into the so-called resting-places of
our deceased friends. The enormous fees paid in some places cannot secure for
our dead undisturbed repose. The pride, pomp, and circumstance of a funeral
is a bitter jest, a biting sarcasm; the bodies of ouf wives, our daughters, our
relatives, are to be exposed to the vulgar gaze, the coarse jests, and brutal treat-
ment of men, who, being men, would not, dare not, execute the tasks imposed
upon them,*

The means employed in the economy of the London grave-yards consist in

# Fide * Gatherings from Graveyards,” p, 213,


















CHRISTIAN BURIAL IN WOOD AND IN LEAD, 21

“us His severe displeasure ? Who shall trace the physical effects of the yet un-
known but deadly poisons, thus let loose at the will of this or that official ?

Let us now inquire a little further into the condition of another burial-place
in the City.

Mr, James Anderton, a member of the Common Council of the city of London,
has, as you are probably aware, brought the question of interments twice before
the members of that court, and has twice carried by acclamation petitions to
the House of Commons for the absolute prohibition of burials within the Metro-
polis. Mr. Anderton considers our present practice little, if at all, better than

- burying in our town streets. He applies this objection to all the church-yards
within the city of London ; says, truly, that they are most of them very small ;
that they are all of them in very crowded neighbourhoods, in the very heart of
the City of London, in fact, in the streets. Mr. Anderton informs the Parlia-
mentary Committee that he has heard innumerable complaints of the state of
the church-yards, the eflluvium arising therefrom, and the bad effects resulting
to persons residing near them, Mr. Anderton considers that burials in vaults
under churches is highly objectionable., He has always considered that churches
were made for the living, and not for the dead ; and illustrates this position by
the state of the vaults of St. Martin’s, on Ludgate-hill, in the very heart of the
City. The chureh being under repair, and the vaults requiring “ a clearance,”
no doubt, Mr, Anderton witnessed the process, which consisted in mixing up the
bones and decayed coffins with rubbish, in order that the passers-by night not
sce what was going on. He made an attempt to go down into the vaults,
but was so disgusted that he returned. In answer to the question, you
think all the parish burial-grounds within the bills of mortality are in a bad
state ? Mr. Anderton replies, I think them a disgrace to the country, I think
nothing can be worse; and if gentlemen would go round the City and look at
the state of the church yards, the places in which they are situated, and the
size of them, I do not think they would want any other opinions than their
own. He concludes by stating that he would decidedly prohibit the burials
of all classes, either rich or poor, in the present church-yards, and in churches,
too, if in his power to do so.

Dr. J. R. Lynch, who has honourably distinguished himself by his endeavours
to benefit the sanitary condition of his fellow-citizens, informs the Committee
that the smell from the vaults of St, Martin’s, Ludgate-hill, is on the Sablath
day at times awful; it is quite perceptible to any one who enters the church,
The consequence is, that the church is very little attended.

The beadle of the parish of St. Martin’s, Ludgate, gave important testimony
before the Committee of 1842, The following is an epitome of his evidence,
so far as it concerns our present object : —He thinks that between 400 and 500
bodies are contained in the vaults of the church. There is no grave-yard. He
has on two occasions “ cleared out” the vaults. Has frequently perceived smells












ITS PAST AND PRESENT CONDITION. ; 25

A receptacle of this kind, 22 feet deep, was made within a few feet of the windows
of a dwelling-house. Into this grave projected ten or twelve coffins, some of
which had been mutilated, and doubtless many bodies and coffins had been
entirely removed in the digging this pit.

In the year 1525, the parish of ¢ St. Martin” was, as it name implies, ““in
the Fields.” Inthe above year, THIRTEEN bodies were buried in the parish. In
1526, *oURTEEN were buried., In 1527, TWENTY-TWO were buried. In 1528,
THIRTEEN were buried, The examination of the sextons’ books, commenced in
the year 1691, would, as tending to elucidate my subject, be both interesting and
important, The burial-ground of this parish, situate on the western side of
Drury-lane, contains 10,080 superficial feet., Within a period of ten years, 315
adult bodies, and no more, might have been buried there, or at the rate of 32 per
annum! By an official return, it appears that in one year, 565 bodies were dis-
posed of between the above-named burial ground (?) the one at Camden Town,
and the vaults under St. Martin’s church. There is little room for doubt, that
on an average three hundred and fifteen bodics, instead of thirly-two, have been
interred yearly in the burial-ground in Drury-lane,

There are mauy here present who will remember the filthy condition of this
place some years since, when it was covered with artichokes. Itwas, as I de-
scribed it in 183Y9, luxuriant in rank vegetation, high as men's shoulders,—its
surface broken, uneven, and its general aspect repulsive ; it was {fen, and now
is, a shabby, unchristian depository for the dead,—an abomination to the
living.*

Formerly, on the north side of this grave-yard, were boarded sunk areas,
giving a borrowed light and air to five houses, the property of his Grace the late
Duke of Bedford. This burying-ground was originally below the surrounding
level ; mow it is at least five feet above the street. The elevation has been
gained by packing bodies strafum super stratwm, until long since it has been
impossible to obtain a grave without previous disturbance and mutilation. In a
very recent instance, the searcher was repeatedly employed. An old inhabitant
well remembers that the areas of which I have spoken were made in self-defence,
to prevent the obstruction of light, which was gradually encroached upon, and
also to hinder the coffins falling through the ground-floor windows. The above
areas projected on an average 3 feet 6 inches into the * grave-yard,” and were
about 4 feet in depth, Since the removal of the boards, and the substitution of
a brick wall, 2 feet have been gained in the entire length and height of the
ground ; and the areas have been sunk to a depth varying from 8 to 16 feet.
Thus has a little more space been gained to deposit fresh centres of infeetion
for the living, by the most unjustifiable disturbance and mutilation of the dead !

The compound of human flesh, bones, tissues, and earth, removed in sinking
these areas, and digging a foundation for the wall, it was intended to cart away.

* Fide * Gatherings from Graveyards,” p, 233.
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as a erime which pursues its object even beyond the grave, To the poor man
the house of death is no resting-place,

In the month of August, 1840, a poor man died at a wretched hovel in
Paradise-row, Chelsea, and was buried in the usual way by the parish., A judi-
eial inquiry was instituted, and it was neccessary to exhume the body. The
grave-digger opened the hole, and after searching for some time, declared his
inability to find it. The Coroner (Mr. Wakley) inquired of the summoning-
officer the precise number of bodiesinterred in the same pit ? The officer replied,
to the best of his recollection, there were twenty-six bodies. The Coroner
wished to be informed if they rammed them down with a rammer.” The officer
said he was not aware they resorted to such a process, but the bodies of paupers
were packed together as closely as possible, in order to make the most of the
space, The Coroner observed that such a system of burial was revolting to
hiumanity, and reflected the highest disgrace on a Christian country. Such prac.
tices, however, often bring with them their punishment.

In March, 1841, another fatal proof was afforded of the shocking condition
of the soil of the London grave-yards. The grave-digger of St. Bride's,
Fleet-street, and two assistants, were employed in opening a pit 20 feet deep
for the interment of the dead. Two of the men, more experienced than the
third, escaped; large quantities of earth, and an entire pile of coffins, fell upon
and crushed the man who was unable to get out of the grave. Such was the
rotten state of the ground that, as the men dug, it fell in, in masses, and up-
wards of seven hours were employed in the most severe and indefatigable exer-
tions before his body could be recovered, although the labourers had every
mechanieal assistance that blocks, falls, pulleys, hooks, &e¢., could afford. His head
—pressed against the end of the pit—was discovered after two hours’ digging.
Asif in revenge for the insults offered them, two dead bodies had rested themselves
on his chest, whilst his legs, jammed between other coffins, and embedded in the
earth, could not for many hours be extricated. Thus has another * grave yard”
divulged to the many the secret of its condition, which had long, however, been
known to the few. So effectually, so diligently, had this ground been worked,
so well charged with rottenness and eorruption, so well incorporated with the
bones, flesh, and tissues of dezayed and decaying human bodies, that the natural
cohesiveness of the soil had been destroyed; the loose state of the ground
was such that as fast as the workmen dug the earth it continued to fall in on all
sides. The poor fellow Thompson, who thus miserably perished at the age of
22, was the sole support of an aged mother, DBefore closing my observations
in reference to the above grave-yard, I may mention that I have been informed
by a respectable person whose house is situated opposite the east end of the
church, that frequently, in warm and moist weather, the stench arising from the
church-yard is so obnoxious as to compel him to close his windows if they happen
to be open at the time,

I will now trouble you to accompany me in our visit of inspection to another












































































































































































































































































































