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MISCELLANEOUS TRACTS, @..

I. Obfervation on the Time of the Death and Place
of Burial of Queen Katharine Parr. By the Rev.
Treadway Nath, D. D. F. 4. 8.

Read June 14, 1787.

S it is the plan of the Society of Antiquaries to give atten-

tion to difcoveries however trifling, which may tend to
Hluftrate any point of Englith hiftory, 1 now take the liberty of
laying before them fome circumftances: which clearly afcertain
the time of the death, and burying place of Katharine Parr, fixth
and laft wife of Henrythe Eighth, 1f no account of this difcovery
hath by any one been laid before the Society, 1 wifh this to be
read, as George Ballard the induftrious Antiquary of Cambden,
a town about ten miles from Sudley, fays, the particulars of
Vor, IX, b the




2 Dr. Nast on the Time of the Death

the death and burial of this lady are defiderata, and his ignor-
ance of ‘it appears the more extraordinary, as his bufinefs of a
ftay-maker muft often have led him into thﬁfﬂ'péfté; " ;

Indeed my late worthy and ingenious friend Mr. Granger,
fays, * The Reve Mr, Hugget, a very accurate Antiquary, has
¢« given undoubted authority for the death of this Queen in the
¢ Caftle of Sudley in Gloucefterfhire, September 5, 1548 ; and
¢ for her interment in the Chapel there.” Probably he alludes
to a MS. in the Heralds College, intituled, ¢ A book of Buryalls
¢ of trew Noble Perfons, N° 15, p. 98, 99, entitled 2 breviate
¢ of the interment of the Ladye Katheryn Parre, Quene
¢« Dowager, &c.”—which goes on,

< Ttem, on Wenyfdaye the 5 Septembre, between 2 or 3
« of the clocke in the morninge died the aforefaid Ladye, late

¢« Quene Dowager, at the Caltle of Sudley in Gloucefterfhire,
¢ 1548, and lyeth buried in the Chappell of the faid Caftle,

¢ Ttem, fhe was cearid and cheftid in lead accordinglie, and
¢ {o remained, &c.”

This account being publithed in Rudder’s new Hiftory of
Gloucefterfhire, raifed the curiofity of fome ladies, who hap-
pened to be at the Caftle in May 1782, to examine the ruined
Chapel, and obferving a large block of alabafter, fixed in the
North wall of the Chapel, they imagined it might be the back
of a monument formerly placed there. Led by this hint they
opened the ground not far from the wall 3 and not much
more than a foot from the furface they found a leaden envelope
which they opened in two places, on the face and breaft, and
found it to contain a human body wrapped in cerecloth. Upon
removing what covered the face, they difcovered the features,
and particularly the eyes, in perfe& prefervation, Alarmed at

this fight, and with the fmell, which came principally from the
cere-



and Place of Burial of Queen Katharine Parr. 3

cerecloth, they ordered the ground to be thrown in immediately
without judicioufly clofing up the cerecloth and lead, which
covered the face : only obferving enough of the infcription to
convince them that it was the body of Queen Katharine.

In May 1784 fome perfons having curiofity again to open the
grave, found that the air, rain, and dirt, having come to the
face, it was entirely deftroyed, and nothing left but the
bones. It was then immediately covered up, and no farther
fearch made.

O&oaber 14, 1786, I wentto Sudley[4], in company with the
Hon. John Sommers Cocks, and Mr. John Skipp of Ledbury,
having previoufly obtained leave of Lord Rivers, the owner of
the Caftle, to examine the Chapel. Upon opening the ground,
and heaving up the lead, we found the face totally decayed, the
bones only remaining ; the teeth, which were {found, had fallen
out of their fockets. The body, I believe, is perfet, as it has
never been opened: we thought it indelicate and indecent to
uncover it; but obferving the left hand to lie at a {mall diftance
from the body, we took off the cerecloth, and found the hand
and nails perfet, but of a brownifh colour: the cerecloth con-
fifted of many folds of coarfe linen, dipped in wax, tar, and
perhaps fome gums : aver this was wrapt a fheet of lead fitted
exallly clofe to the body.

I could not perceive any remains of a wooden coffin, On that
part of the lead which covered the breaft was the infcription
fimilar to the etching hereunto annexed.

The Queen muft have been low of ftatare, as the lead which
inclofed her corpfe was but five fecet four inches long. The
letters K. P. above the infeription was the fignature fhe com-

[4] Sudley is fituated near to Winchcombe, about 13 miles from Gloucefter,
and about 8 from Cheltenham,

B2 monly



4 Dr. Nasit on the Time of the Death

monly ufed, though fometimes fhe figns herfelf “ Keteryn thie
Quene.”—It feems at firft extraordindry- the/fhould be buried fo
near the furface of the ground, but we fthould eonfider, that a.
pavement, and perhaps fome earth had been taken away, fince
the was fir(t interred, and as fhe was buried within-the Com--
munion-rails, probably that ground might be formerly two or
three fteps higher than the reft of the Chapel [4].

I could heartily wifh- more refpe&t were paid to the remains.
of this amiable though unfortunate Queen, and would willingly,
with projer leave, have them wrapt in another fheet of lead and
eoffin, and decently interred in fome proper place, that at leaft
after her death her body might remain in peace; whereas the
Chapel where the now lies 1s ufed for the keeping of rabbits,
which make holes and feratch very indecently about hE.r-Ro:,ral
corpfe. Befides the Queen, many other eminent perfons are
buried in this Chapel, Sir John Bruges created' Lord Chandos.
of Sudely, in the reign of Queen Mary (anceftor to the prefent
Duke of Chandos), his fon Edmund Lord Chandes, Giles Lord.
Chandos, and Grey Lord €handos, who, for'the great interefk.
he had in thofe parts, was called the King of Cotefivold ; and
George Lord Chandos, who had three horfes killed under him
at the Battle of Newbury, in defence of King Charles the Firit,.
Allthefe, together with many eminent men, lie neglected in the
ruined Chapel of Sudley, :

The Chapel was an clegant building in the Gothic ftyle, or-
namented with a tower, battlements, and pinnacles, probably of
a later date than the Caftle, which, though it was much altered:
and 1mproved by the High Admiral, doth not appear as if
built by him from the foundation, but of an age' prior to that

[#] Her head lies to the Weft, and her f'cctto the Eaft, fo that rifing upon her
feet, her face would be to the Eait, :
of



and Place of Burial of Queen Katharine Parr. 5

of Henry the Seventh. Indeed, great part of the Caftle was buile
by Ralph le Boteler, Lord of Sudley, 20 Henry VI. out of the
fpoils taken from the French. He was Treafurer of England,
and Admiral at Sea, where he took Portman a Frenchman pri-
foner, with whofe ranfom he built one of the towers, which
from his name was called Portman’s Tower [¢]. It was probably
then a very magnificent palace, for the owner of it, when ar--
refted by Henry the Fourth, as he was being conveyed to Lon-
don, looked back upon Sudiey Caftle, and was heard to fay,,
¢¢ Sudley Cafltle, thou art the Traytor, not I.”*

From the epitaph written by Dr. Parkhurft, chaplain to Queen:
Katharine, as well as from the ftyle of the building, I thould
think the Ghape/ was intirely built by the brother of the Pro-
tector Somerfet 5 for the brothers. were hoth great patrons of the
arts, and Sudley Caftle might once have rivalled Somerfet Houfe
in the Strand, and had this advantage, that it was not founded.
fo much on rapine, and devaftation of private property.—But to
return to Queen Katharine.

Katharine Parr was born about the year-1510. She was the -
eldeft of the daughters of Sir Thomas Parr of Kendal in Weft-
moreland. Her father, though not rich, beftowed ‘on her a:
learned education, which at that time. was much in fathion : her
fine parts and great application enabled her to make improve-
ments fuitable to the opportunities allowed her. Her perfon
and deportment were amiable, though (lie was not efteemed a
beauty. Her father by his laft will gave her a fortune of /.4c0.
a portion even at that time {fmall for the daughter of a country
gentleman. Sir Thomas likewife in his will bequeaths to his
fon a gold chain given him by the King, of the value of
£.140.—If the royal prefent had not been highly eflcemed,.

[¢] See Atkins’s Gloncefterfhire, p. 369. .

tha-



6 Dr, Nasn on the Time of the Death

the chain would have been fold, and increafed his daughter's
fortune,

Katharine was early married to Edward Burghe; after his
death, to John Neville Lord Latimer, a nobleman of large pro-
perty in Worcefterthire, and other counties; for George Neville
Lord Latimer, marrying Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Ri-
chard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, had the manors of Great
Cumberton, Wadborough, and other eftates in our county,
which, on his marriage, John Lord Latimer fettled on Katha-
rine Parr in jointure, and fhe held them .during her life.

I do not find how long her firft or fecond huiband lived with
her, but fhe was [4] married to the King at Hampton Court,
July 12, 1543, at the latter end of that Monarch’s life, when
he was violent and cruel, fo that, in all probability, fhe enjoyed
with him but little happinefs or quiet. Indeed, fhe was near
paying for her royalty with her life, for as fhe had been taught
from her infancy to enquire into the principles of her religion, the
could not help arguing fometimes with the King: a thing he
could never bear, efpecially in matters of religion, in which
he thought every one thould conform to his ideas, and deemed
it the higheft prefumption, that Kate, as he called her, fhould
turn Doétor, and pretend to infirué&t him; by the inftigation
therefore of Gardiner, Bifhop of Winchefter, he ordered the
Chancellor Wriothefley to arreft her, and convey her to the
Tower, from whence fhe would probably have ended her days
upon a {caffold, if her adroitnefs and {ubmiffion had not ap-
peafed the wrath of her hufband. With this tyrant fhe lived
three years, fix months, and five days, and only -efcaped his

[4] Itis to be obferved that though a widow when fhe married the King, yet
fhe was diftinguithed by her maiden name. So the wife of Edward IV. was
called Elizabeth Widville, and not Elizabeth Grey.

clutches



and Place of Burial ¢f Queen Katharine Parr., v

clutches, to fall into worfe hands. She loved learning, and was
a great patron of it, being herfelf well informed. She interceded
earneftly for the Univerfity of Cambridge, which was in danger
of fharing the fate of the monafteries [¢]. She was of a religious
turn, compofed many letters, prayers, and pious meditations both in
Latin and Englith. I fhall quote one prayer, which breathes the
true fpirit of Humanity and Chrftianity. It was written during
the French war, and the King’s expedition into France, and
feems preferable to the prayer direted by our liturgy to be ufed
in time of war. Itrunsthus: ¢ Qur caufe being juft, and being
¢ enforced to enter ito war and battle, we moft humbly be-
¢ feech thee, O Lord God of Hofls, fo to tura the hearts of
¢ pur enemies to the defire of peace, that no Chriftian blood be
‘I"-' 1pilt ; or eile, grant, O Lord, that with {mall effulion of blood,
¢ and to the little hurt of innocents, we may, to thy glory,
< obtain victory, and that, the wars being foon ended, we may
¢ all with one heart and mind, knit together in concord and
¢ unity, laud and praife thee, O Lord.” —T'his to my ears {founds
better than, ¢ abate their pride, afluage their malice, and con-
« found their devices,”

The faireft charalers may eafily admit a ftain, and the moft
immaculate are not fecure from the breath of {candal : even
Queen Katharine is charged with too great a partiality for Sir
‘Thomas Seymour, and with an affe&ion for him before (he mar-
ried the King. This affeltion revived after the death of her royal
hufband, if it did not continue during his life : however it 1s
certain the foon and privately married Sir Thomas, ¢ fo foon,
¢« that 1t is faid, if fhe had early proved pregnant it might have
¢ been doubtful whofe child it was,” Lut fhe was not delivered

[¢] See her Letter in Strype’s Ecclefiaftical Memorials.

for
4



8 Dr. Nasu on the Time of the Death

for a year and half after the king’s death.” This match was at«
tended with the fate of moft clandeftine marriages, the mifery
and ruin of the female; for, cruel as Henry was, Katharine
efcaped better from the clutches of the King, than from the ill
ufage and treachery of her  beloved Seymour. She died the
{eventh day after the was delivered of a daughter (whom the
father before his execution committed to the care of the Dutchefs
of Suffolk), of a broken heart, not without fufpicion of poifon [f].

Thus did a hard fate attend this-amiable woman. The am-
bition of Seymour, the objeft of her choice, was not fatisfied
with marrying the Queen Dowager, but he aimed at a match
with the Princefs Elizabeth, by which he hoped he might one
day become hufband to the Queen regent, if not King of Eng=
land: befides, the pride of her fifter in law, and the ill
temper of her hufband, whom fhe adored to the laft, and
who had every external qualification calculated to captivate the
female heart, were conflant fources of mifery to this unfortu«
nate woman,. »

Strype has given us an Epitaph written by her chaplain, Dr.
Parkhurlt, afterward Bithop of Norwich, which perhaps was,
engraved on the monument erefted for her in the Chapelof

Sudley caftle: it is as follows;

Hoc Regina novo dormit Katharina fepulchro,
Sexus feeminei flos, honor, atque decus:

Hzc fuit Henrico conjux fidiffima regi,
Quem poftquam e vivis Parca tuliffet atrox,

Thomz Seymero (cui tu, Neptune, tridentem
Porrigis) eximio nupferat illa viro:

Huic peperit natam ; a partu cum feptimus orbem
Sol illuftraffet, mors truculenta necat,

[ f] This heavy -charge is founded on the Salifbury papers publithed by

Hﬂmf‘s, P- 103, 104 Defunét
ciunetani
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Defuntam madidis famuli deflemus ocellis,
Humefcit triftes terra Britanna genas :

Nos infelices meeror confumit acerbus,
Inter ceeleftes gaudet at illa choros.

Englithed thus:

* In this new tomb the royal Kath’rine lies,
Flower of her fex, renowned, great, and wife,
A wife by every nuptial virtue known,
And faithful partner once of Henry's throne.
To Seymour next her plighted hand the yiclds
(Seymour who Neptune's trident jultly wiclds) ;
From him a beauteous daughter blefi’d her arms,
~ An infant copy of her paresic’s charms. 1
When now feven days this tender flower had bloom'd,
- Heaven in it’s wrath the mother’s foul refum’d,
Great Kath’rine’s merit in our grief appears,
While fair Britannia dews her cheek with tears,
Our loyal breafts with rifing fighs are torn,
With faints the triumphs, we with mortals mourn,

There 1s an original picture of her in the gallery at Lambeth
over the chimney-piece.

Vot IX, ¢ 1L
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11. A Aecount of the Difeovery of the Corple of one of
the Abbots of Gloucelter.  In a Letter from Mr.
John Cooke, Surgeon, of that City, to Charles Marfh,
Efg. F. R and 4. S. 8.

Read June 21, 1787,

N the yeas® 1741, Bifthop Benfon, at his fingle expence, for

the better fecuring of the organ, which had been removed
fome years before from the South fide of the choir, gave order
that a fcreen with proper pillars thould be ereted. During the
courfe of this work a ftone coffin containing the corpfe of an
abbot was difcovered. ‘Very lately it was thought proper that the
whole of the pavement of the body. of the' church ‘fhould be
new laid, to which the late Chancellor Benfon very liberally
contributed. It was begun in his life-time. This occafioned the:
fame coffin to be again expofed, and by this it is alfo te be ap-
prehended that mauy very antient grave ftones muft be deftroyed:
and the medern ones removed from the vaults they covered to
diftin@ places, to effe@ the uniformity of the flooring. On
Monday the yth of March laft I had paft through the Cathe-
dral at the time when the fame graves were juft expofed. Se-
veral perfons were ftanding round the venerable remains, and I was.
called upon to be a fpectator of that awful fight. My attention:
was inftantly fixt, and I -made a fketch which I have fince

: . Peffen’;ltéd.



Mr. Cooke on 1 Difectery of a Corgfe, €.~ 11
perfe@éds]. Had I'not accidentally paft at the time of the re-
moval of the ftones which conicealed theabove coffin, it is probable
we might not:have had this opportunity of illuftrating the annals
of our abbots.  The ftone coffin in which the corple was laid,
was fo near the furface that it had no other covering but the old
pavement, ‘The deceafed appeared to have been buried in a
robe or gown, and leathern boots: the leather ftill retaining a
degree of firmnefs, nor had it totally loft its elaftic quality.
The robe was decayed; for although it had the appearance of
folds in feveral parts, yet when toucht it was found to be no-
thing but powder or duft; the bones were not injured.

Anatomifts tell us, ¢ bodies ‘may be difcovered in vaults
feeming perfect and found, becaufe the earth in every part of the
animal ftill retains a degree of adhefion, though every other
principle is deftroyed, fuch bodies are not putrid (for it does not
follow that animals always became putrid after death) yet
when expofed to air'or on the touch crumble into duft.”

There was in the hand of the deceafed a crofier neatly adorned
with filver, which had been gilt and burnifhed. It was chiefly!
of wood, and the ftaft' perfe&tly hard and found. When firft
feen by me it was intire. The drawing gives an exa& copy of
ity as to fize, form, &c. There were alfo fome remnants of other
{ymbols; marking the grave of an abbot. Qur monaftic hif='
tory informs us, that Joux Wiemorg, or Wvgmor, prior,’
was made abbot in 1329, and dying on the 12th bf the Kalends
of March 1337, was buried in‘the South fide, near the entrance
of the choir, which he inclofed.  On this very {pot was this
ftone coffin. It is of one ftone only, hewn out for the recep--
tion of the body. The cavity in which the corpfe, &c.  was laid
meafures in length-fix feet fix inches and an half; its form 18"
reprefented 1n the drawing I have fent, The crofier was removed

a] See plate II,
= é} 2 by



12 My, CooxE on the Difcovery of the Corpfe

by fome perfon in 1741, when it was firft difcovered; but'the pious-
bithop, who confidered the remains of his predeceffor as faered, .
ordered that it fhould be immediately replaced, and commanded
that no further liberties might be taken with any thing apper-

taining to the deceafed. But this humane order was not ftrictly

obferved, as feveral perfous cut off pieces of the gown or robe,

in appearance a kind of ferge. One of ‘the fextons was known

to have a remnant of this robe in his pocket for many years,

I have heard alfo of the remains of the gloves and other orna~

ments not very exaltly defcribed by thofe who faw them. As

to the fketch herewith fent, it has been feen by fome of thofa

people, who agree that as well as they can recolledt it refembles.
what they faw at the time of the former openiug of the pave=

ment, T'wo of thefe perfons faw it after the fecond opening, and:

all agree in fentiment, and I have the fatisfaction.to hear thems

declare it to be a faithful reprefentation..

I am to add, this ftrongly proves that a dry fituation near thes
furface of the ground, where nothing is near the body but a .
porous {tone, is one of the beft prefervatives. for the animal”
frame, and in that fituation the bones may remain without in--
jury 4:0 years, "

On the day following I made another vifit to the places-
beheld the grave was filled up with rubbifh,, and the facred”
boues of the venerable old man were fcattered, his fkull broken -
in pieces, and my diltrefs not eafy to be defcribed. Several per--
fons were ftanding round the grave. A few days after this one -
of the vergers called on me at my requeft, and brought with.
him the remains of the head of the abbot’s crofier, that I might:
corret my drawing by it if neceflary. The mafter of the
workmen has great part of the flick or flaff which belonged to-

i, -



of one of the Mbots of Gloucefter, e

it, and I had from the fexton a piece of the boot, The mo-
tive which induced the workmen to difturb the body feems
to have been the fearching after fpurs. If this narrative: of
facts has your approbation, and you think proper to lay it before
- the Society, you will do me honour.

I remain with great efteem, .

Sir, your obliged and obedient-humble fervant,

Gloucefler, April 18, 1784:- JOHN COOKEL

IT, Letter
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Y. Letter from Count de Brohl, Envoy from the Ele&or
of Saxony, and Knight of the White Eagle of Pﬂland;
F. R. and A.SS. 2o the Hon. Daines Barrington,
containing fome Chefs Anecdotes of the prefent C'em#ry.

Read May 3, 1787,

Dear Sig,

FIND myfelf very much honoured by the very able and

learned Diflertation you have been pleafed to addrefs to me,
and, in compliance with your commauds, I have fent it to the
Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries, to whichI can eafily
conceive it muft prove a very valuable acquifition. Perhaps, be-
fore it is fent to the prefs, you would with to add fome notices
concerning two eminent players in France, and likewife make
ufe of the inclofed anecdote.

One of the firft rate players in France was a Monfieur de
Grofmenil, who died at an advanced age about- the year 28 or
go of this century, and, who had attained fuch a fuperior
fkill that Mr. de Légal who is ftill living, though turned of 8o,
told me when I was lalt at Paris, in Nov. 1785, that Mr. de
Grofmenil generally beat him every game of which he had
the move. Mr. de Légal is allowed to be even now the beft
player after Philidor, who owes chiefly to his inftru€ion the
fuperior fkill he poffeffes. The late Chancellor Dagueffeau was
alfo an excellent playcr, to whom neither Mr. de Légal nor

1 Philidor









