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PREFACE. 7

the medical man, and therefore with bad or inefficient drugs
he acts like a paralyzed man, whose limbs refuse to obey
him, The physician may have the most exact idea in his
head of the amount of drug-power which he wants to apply
to the patient’s disease ; but, if his drug deceives him, and
contains less of this virtue than it professes to do, and
perhaps even that injured by some foreign admixture, his
whole estimate is affected, and the process becomes a piece
of guess-work. As one witness says before the Committee
on Adulteration, ¢ The mischief of defective medicines is not
always immediate. It frequently happens that a person,
from taking a defective drug, increases the dose in order to
produce the desired effect. Then, upon taking the same
prescription to be made up, when the genuine drug is used
the person is almost poisoned.” It is therefore with much
concern we learn from the evidence given before the Com-
mittee on Adulteration, that the adulteration of drugs,
though considerably reduced of late years, still goes on to a
large amount. Nor is this concern lessened when we hear
that the commonest and the most powerful drugs are both
subject to this adulteration. There must be numberless
critical cases of disease in which the correctness of the
strength of an opiate must make all the difference of life
and death; yet we are told that nineteen out of every
twenty-four samples of opium are adulterated.”

The General Apothecaries Company (limited) has been
established, in conformity with a recent Act of Parliament,
under the direction of medical men, to remedy this great
evil by supplying both profession and public with unadul-
terated and unsophisticated drugs, chemicals, and medi-
cinal preparations; to meet a loudly-expressed public de-
mand, to remove the scandal of fraudulent trading attached
by the Parliamentary Committee to dealers in medicines,
and to sell in every case the article asked and paid for.

If it be asked, on what ground can the Profession rely
upon this Company for pure drugs and for faithfully carry-
ing out its professions more than on other firms or private
persons? the answer is—by the constitution of the Com-
pany every medical man may himself become a shareholder,
and have a voice in its management and conduct, and may
thus be satisfied of the good faith which actuates its pro-
moters and Directors. : i

Being so far a commercial company, seeking a fair






































































































