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'PHYSIOGNOMY;

Being a SKETCH only

Ofa larger W O R K upon the fame PL A N :

Wherein the different

TEMPERS, PASSIONS, and MANNERS of Men,
- Will be particularly confidered.

Hear you! whofe graver heads in equal fcales
% 5 I weigh, to fee whofe heavinefs prevails ;
o Attend the trial I propofe to make, Duncian,

_ By the EDITOR of the
Hiftory and Antiquities of WHEATFIELD in SUFFOLK.

i B0 N B0 Ni
\ Printed for R. and J. DopsiLey in Pall-Mall, 156
[ Price One Shilling and Six-Pence. ]
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Al o,

WILLIAM HOGARTH, Efuire.

SIR,

H E Author begs Leave, with the greateft Relped, to

put the following Performance into your Hands; fome
Parts of which, he flatters himfelf, may amufe you, and the dull-
eft, he hopes, will at leaft lull you to Reft: A favourable Gir-
cumftance that attends but few Pamphlets. For, how many
have we in the Compafs of a Year, that, like the Clickings of a
Spider behind the Wainfcot, neither keep us quite awake, nor let
us {leep found?

His Pretenfions, which muft alfo be his Apology, for taking
this Liberty, he derives from the Nature of his Subject: For (tho’
at an immenfe Diftance in the Execution) he fancies he bears fome
Kind of Relation to you in his Defign ; which is to ridicule thole
Charaé&ers, that more ferious Admonitions cannot amend.

How happy Yow are in your Pourtraits of Forry, all, but the
Subje&s of them, confels; and your more moral Pieces, none,
but the abandoned, difapprove. We cannot perhaps point to the
very Man or Woman, who have been faved from Ruin by them,
yet we may fairly conclude, from their general Tendency, many
have: For fuch cautionary Exhibitions corre@, without the
Harfhnefs of Reproof, and are felt and remembered, when rigid
Dogmatizings are rejected and forgotten.

Segnius irritant animos demilla per auren,

KQuam que funt oculis fubjecta fidelibus.—

Your Harror’s and Raxe’s Progrefs ftrike the Mind with
Horror and Deteftation! Every Scene, but the firft of Innocence,
as an alarming Reprefentation of the fatal Confequences of Im- .

A 2 morality
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morality and Profufenels! You very juftly give them not a Mo-
ment of rational and true Enjoyment. And herein you excell
the very ingenious Author of the Becear’s Orera, who fuffers
his profligate G*‘ew to be happy 700 long, and takes them off at
laft, without leaving fufficient Abhorr{.nc‘tt behind, among the
Spectators,

Your yet more {erious Pieces are elevated and fublimed into a
Beauty of Holinefs, fit for the facred Places of their Deftination.

Your Pieces of mere Amufement are fo natural and ftriking,
that a Man cannot look at them without fancying himfelf one of

the Cor mpany ; he forgets they arc Pi¢tures, and rufhes into their
Diverfions as in real Life.

In Truth, Sir, you have found out the Philofopher’s w1fhedl
for Key to every Man’s Breaft ; or you have, by fome Means or
other, found a Way to break open the Lock: ¢ Zovyaus could
hit off (if it was his own Sagacity) a Failing or two in a Modeft
Philofopher, who was ready to confefs before he was accufed ;
but You have brought to publick View the lurking Wickednefs
of Man’s Heart, intrenched in Hardinefs and Obftinacy, and in-
veloped in the fan&imonious Veil of ftudied, and deep-covered
Hypocrily.

While you, Sir, live, which the Author hopes will be many
Yenrs, he thinks to poftpone the Commencement of his Scheme
ot weighing Mens Underflandings, Paffions, &c. for no Man would
{Lm ly trace out by a Mechanical Apparatus, what You can in-
{tantaneoufly difcover by Intuition.

The Author begs to be confidered as one of your many, many
Thouland Admirers, and to fubfcribe himfelf, Sir, your de-
voted,

And moft obedient

| Humble Servant,



PHYSIOGNOMY.

HYSIOGNOMY, asit was pradtifed by the Ancients,

was founded on careful obfervations upon the complexion,

lines, and fhape of the body in general, compared with-the
manners, tempers, and underftandings of men: but cuftom,
which oftentimes difpenfes with Etymological propriety, has
now confined it to the lineaments of the face only; and has
‘taken fo large a ftride as to make Phy= and Countenance the fame
thing 5 and index animi vultus is in every man’s mouth.

The moft famous in this fcience were the Egyptians; owing
probably, not fo much to their unquenchable thirft after know=
ledge, as to the formation and conflitution of their language ;
which, confilting of the reprefentations and figures of animals,
(primi per figuras animalium AEgyptii Jenfus mentis affngebant,
fays Zacitus) inftead of letters, obliged them to trace minutely
the nature and properties of each, before they could exprefs their
ideas by them ; and this neceffity brought on a habit of enquiry,
which led them to their obfervations on human beings.

There are innumerable inftances of their {agacity upon record ;
but the greateft is the well known flory of the Pbyfrognomift who
came to Fthens in the time of Socrates to exhibit his art . for,
being afked the difpofition of that great Philofopher, he pro-
nounced him a paflionate, four fellow; which Socrates himfelf
allowed to be true, before he conquered his natural temper.

Lante’s
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Dante’s Chara@ers, in his view of Purgatory, are founded on the
fame principles ; and Shakefpear makes Czfar regard the larger
lines of it, when he remarks upon Caffius’s * lean hungry look,”
and ﬁifhes bt datrers

The modern pretenders to this Science have brought it into
difrepute, particularly the Gypfies, by confining it to lewd
prognofticks of love, and by joining Pa/mifiry, or the art of
pchlnrr pockets to it. The firft appearance of thefe vagabonds
was in Germany, tho’ they claim their defcent from Egypz; and
their {ubfufk complexions were probably acquired by greafy un-
guents and fuliginous mixtures dried in by the fun; which have
been carried on through many fucceflions by generation ; fo that
for aught we know, the firft Vegro, about whofe colour fé ju-
dice lis ¢ff, might be a Chimney-fweeper with his foot wathed in.

But tho’ this Science in its genuine {enfe be loft, or not pro-
perly cultivated in England, it is certain that to this day we un-
wittingly make ufe of many of the terms of it: we familiarly talk
of men of Gravity, and men of Levity, of apern and referved
countenances, without confidering that we then {peak in the cha-
racter of Phyfiognomifls; for, ncither Gravity,ner Levity, Opennefs,
nor Rfﬁf“um’mgﬁ in their primary meaning, imply any particular
make or arrangement of features. Terms of art are dangerous
things for thofe to meddle with, who know not the art they be-
long to, and generally lead men into errors and abfurdities: to
this ignorance is owing the grofs mifapplication of the term Gra-
wf{y- which, according to the laws of Phyfiognomy, means heavi-
255 yet, becaufe theGod-like countenance of a ftudious, thought-
ful, meditating man, is at the time fixed and unmoved,. the in-
{fenfible face of a grave (dull) one, claims, and poffefles, from
that circumftance, an equal rank with hlﬁl —fhe Lo s amoﬁ
noble creature, and every beaft of the ficld would be glad to be like
him ; but we read of none but the 4/; that ever attempted to
be taken for him,

The
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The Greeks, who ftudied this fcience under the Egypzians,
were exceedingly careful not to confound Minerva and her Ow/
together, and conftantly diftinguifh in their language the ferious,
venerable man, from the grave, heavy man. The Latins have
guarded the term from all poflible mifapprehenfion.  F7rgil fays,
pietate gravem ac meritis—uvirum; and it is faid fomewhere of
Pomponius Articus, that his comitas non fine feveritate erat, ne-
gue gravitas “fine facilitate ; which nearly anfwer to the Agredrye
and Seuvitys of the Greeks.

But, after all; as fcrupuloufly exa& as thefe Diftincions may
be, I cannot forbear queftioning the general foundnefs of the
{cience itfelf. In fome glaring inftances indeed, the Profeflors
of it may, and fo may every abuorimis fapiens judge right; but
in the main, fo many circumftances muft concur, that, at beft,
it is very precarious,—If ‘we confider the obje& of Phy/iggnomy,
that cannot always be in the fame ftate; for, granting that every
line in the body has a correfpondent line in the mind (if I may
fo {peak) yet outward accidents may difturb the difpofition of
the one, without affecting the other. So likewife the paflions
may difturb the internal lines without giving any external marks
of it—If we confider the Artift, he cannot always be in a fit
difpofition to make his obfervations ; for, his fkill depends upon
his feeing and feeling, accompanied with a certain happy fagacity
arifing from both ; but if either of thefe fenfes fails, the art fails
alfo. The Poet fays, ‘¢ All feem yellow to the jaundic’d eye;’ .
and the faculty allows that the fevered hand will often miftake
the patient’s pulfe. '

It may then be afked, how came this art ever into reputation ?
I anfwer, by the fame means that Urinal Quacks and Conjurers
have had a run here in this kingdom ; by a difficulty of accefs
and a parade of hard words; and by giving time to their Zanies
to pump out the fecrets of the vulgar: thus furnifhed with a pre-

3 vious
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vious knowledge of their feveral cafes, they enter upon their office
with the certainty of Sir George Trucman in the Drummer, ot
the Haunted Houfe, when, in the difguife of a conjurer, he is
confulted by his fervants. By fome fuch fecret intelligence, in all
probability, the difpofition of Socrates was difcovered to Zopyrus :
he worked by the affiftance of fome fervant, or perhaps an idle
fcholar of the Philofopher’s, who watched the good old man in
an unguarded hour, and then betrayed him.—Sometimes intelli-
gence is picked up from the votaries themfelves ; who, under the
influence of prepofleflion or fudden aftonifhment, gape out their
own fecrets, and then impute the difcovery to the fuperior abili-
ties of the Pra@itioners.  Upon' thefe fandy and fallacious foun-~
dations ftands the {cience of Phyfiognomy.

But as all forgeries and counterfeits take their firft rife from re-
alities, or the fuppofed want of them ; fo this art implies there
being fuch a power in nature, or that {fuch a power would be
ufeful to mankind.  And, indeed, the utility of the thing itfelf
is a good prefumptive proof of its exifting fomewhere ; becaufe
to none, but atheiftical and narrow-minded ‘men, are there any
deficiencies, or defiderata in nature.  The difficulty is to trace it
out with that precifion and exadinefs, as will exclude all con-
jeGure or {furmife; for nothing can be more arbitrary than de-
terminations founded upon mere imagination, becaufe it has not
one property that can abfolutely be depended upon.  To remedy
this evil, I fhall endeavour to put this {cience into a different
channel, {till retaining the name, and by a courfe of fatical ex-
periments to reduce it to a {yftem that cannot be controverted ;
thereby {triking off the artful and lucrative decifions of fome, the"
uncandid Prognofticks of others, and the common errors and ab-
{urdities of all who pretend to' Phyfiogmomy. At the fame time,
I would not be thought to bear any malevolence at the Profeflors
themfelves, by thus queftioning the certainty of their principles 3
on the contrary, (as they are fit for nothing elfe) I wifh them all

| " places
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places in this new fyftem; fome as Plazets of the firft magnitude,
others as fatellites, and fo down to the fourth houfe; as com-
miflioners, colle@ors, fupervifors, and petty-officers; and I pro-
mife, that if I have the appointment of their falaries, they that
do moft, fhall be beft paid.

When I call this a zew Syftem of Phy/fiognomy, I would be un-
derftood in the fame fenfe that we call this or that a zew fathion,
when it is really a revival or improvement of an old one; (Muita
renafcentur que jam cecidere—) becaufe, from fome claflical ex-
preflions, I am apt to think the Ancients, tho’ too much, did not-
always go upon conjecture : for, when they talk of plumbeum in-
genium, afinus, plumbeus, gravaflellus, &c, &c. what can we
think but that they weighed men’s heads againft thefe heavy
bodies, and thence denominated and clafled them in their feveral
departments >—T he ambiguousufe of the word Zruzina allofavours
this fuppofition; for weread of putting men, writings, virtues and
vices, as well as beef and mutton, into it. Add to thefe the term
Gravity, which has certainly a Philofophic caft in it, and we can
fcarce doubt of its being taken from fome Syftem of Staticks.

But, tho’ many paflages in ancient authors thus lead us think
they had, in fome cafes, better guides than mere conjecture, yet
it is certain their procels or courfe of experiments is entirely loft
to us; we have no Idea of it: For, granting the head to be the
Palace of noble underftandings, the Seat of private Gentlemen’s,
and the Cottage of vulgar, how fhall we come at a certain know-
ledge of it’s furniture? We cannot weigh it feparately from the
" body, becaufe, as Seignior Vigani complained over his Sweceda-
neum, when diffe@ing a living Grey-hound, pre iniguitate tem-
porum non licet vives homines diffecare; and if we cannot weigh
it alive, it anfwers no purpofe to weigh itat all ; becaufe the life-
lefs clod of the bel- E/prit,and the Efprit groffier, may be of equal
gravity ; for it is a certain fine vital Flame that makes all the
difference between the wit and the fool.—*‘Alas! poor Yvrick.”

B “ —Where
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¢« —Where be your Gibes now? your Gambols? your Songs?
““ your flathes of merriment that were wont to fet the table in -
¢ aroar? not one to mock your own grinning? quite chap-
“ fallen!”-----From this pofthumous equality the Heathen mo-
ralifts take frequent occafion to mortify the pride of human great-
nefs, as Lucian does that of female beauty by ridiculing the {calp-
lefs mufty fkull of the famous Helen. Shakefpear carries the
mortification farther in the following refleGtion of Hamletr. * To
¢ what bafe ufes may we return! Why may not imagination

“ trace the noble duft of Alexander till he find it ftopping a
¢“ bung-hole?”

¢ Imperial Cz/ar dead, and turn’d to clay,
¢ Might ftop a hole to keep the wind away.”

As then I canhave no affiftance from Antiquity, nor from any
anatomical Experiments, but muft make my own way through
obfoletenefs and obfcurity, I hope to be indulged the common
privilege of bewildered travellers, to beg as I go along; to beg,
not to {hew me the way, nor for alms, or old cloaths, but for
fome terms of art, which may be lent me without any injury to
the Artifts themfelves, and yet may facilitate my journey thro’
fhadows, clouds, and darknefs: And I fhall ftop at the doors of
the writers upon Hydroffaticks to relieve me with fome of theirs;
which I will endeavour to apply, with as littie variation from
their primary meaning as I can; but if my fubje@ will not, in
all points, fubmit to firict and exa& conformity, I hope for their
excufe: The man that lends me a great coat to put on in bad
weather, is no ways injured, nor is his favour made lefs, if I
only hang it loofe about my fhoulders.

I fhall firft fpeak of /pecific Gravity ; though this is {o little ap-
propriate in truly grave Men, that it is difficult to diflinguifh it
from the fpecific Gravity of an Afs; there is the fame ftupidity,
the fame lumpifbnels, the fame deor/um tendency in the one as

in
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in the other; they agree indeed {o much 7z eodem tershino that
their {pecificality is {wallowed up in their general likenefs: We
muft have recourfe therefore to their primary qualities, and dif-
tinguith them by their moft fpecific difference, which is, That
- one goes upon zwo legs and the other upon four. Philofophical
men, perhaps, will be offended at this untechnical account of
fpecific Gravity; but I muft defire them to confider the diffi-
culty of coming at a more certain knowledge of it; for, though
they, rather than fail of an Experiment, will contentedly be the
{fubje& of it themfelves, it is not fo eafy to perfuade other men to
throw themfelves into a river to be weighed Hydroffatically; and,
in truth, if I could find a man grave enough to {ubmit, I thould
fear his Gravity would not fuffer him to rife again. But Chance,
who has been a great Philofopher in all ages, has happily fur-
nithed me with an Experiment.—— A grave old man and his
~ afs attempting to pafd a rivulet in a flood, the ftream was too

quick and rapid for the {luggith animal, and carried him and his
rider into the deep: The whirling of the water, and fear of
drowning, foon parted this congenial pair; and each of them, re-
gardlefls of the other, tried to get to land. Their Struggling at
firft overcame their Gramty, but at length, after much toil and
many fruitlefs efforts, they fubmitted, and quietly drove down
the current. At this time, it was ubferved that their heads were
both under water, but that the tips of their ears juft pricked up
above it; their backs were covered, but ever and anon a certain
part of both would emerge and peep above water; and had it not
been for the fport of winds, the experiment had been correcly
made; however enough was {een to fhew that their Gravity was
very nearly, if not exadtly the fame.

By relative or partial Gravity, 1 mean that degree of heavi-
nefs which one body has when compared with another of the
fame {pecies; which definition fuppofes, and I am afraid it muft
be granted, that there 1s Gravity in all men. When the Regwlus,

B 2 : as
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as the Chymift {peaks, is taken away, {ome capuz mortuum will be
found at the bottom.—— By aé/o/ute Gravity, a certain centri-
petal force, a precipitate defcent to the lower regions; for, who-
ever is, ¢ with a]lthe might of Gravitation bleft,” and has as §7r
Yobn Falffaff’s ““alacrity in ﬁnking,” will lnﬂantl}r prepnnde~
rate, and his head fall down as in an exhaufted Receiver.

To come at the weight of mens heads with an exa&nefs that
enables me to range them under this propofed order, I have con-
trived a Steel-zome or girdle to go round their waftes, and a
Load-flone to take them up and fufpend them in the air, as Ma-
homet’s tomb was once believed to hang at Medina: for I find
that men thus truffed up, and unable to turn the {cale by any
foreign matter, muft fall into their {feveral and refpe&ive depart-
ments of Gravity: let them {quirm about as much as they will,
and ftruggle to {fupport their heads from finking, they can no
more keep them up, than a witch can keep her’s down, when
the is tried by water Ordeal. It is with the rational, as with the
material world ; mens underftandings {ubfide according to the
laws of Gravitation; that which is heavieft finks loweft; that
which is lefs heavy finksnext,and {fo on in their {feveral courfes,
till we come to almoft abfolute Levity.

As this is entirely a new-invented Engine, it may be neceffary
to give fome inftructions in what manner to put it up: now, if
we may truft to Aromic and Asbeiftic Philofophers, to your romdy
and anima mundi Gentry, it will fix itfelf up; no firft caufe is
wanting, every thing is its own caufe; but my advice is, not to
depend too much upon fuch ingenious refinements, but upon plain
Carpenters principles, to put out a beam from the loft of fome
houfe, and near the end of it fix the Load-ftone by a pulley;
then fink or raife it ’till you find the true {phere of it’s attrac-
tion. The following plate may make it more intelligible to the
reader, where all the figures are fuppofed to have been weighed

by the Load-ftone’s taking them up feparately by their Girdles,
and
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and to have fallen into the directions they are placed, ‘according
to their different Gravities.

I fhall exemplify the operation and ufe of this Apparatus, after
firft premifing, that, when any comes woluntarily to be weighed,
he muft be carefu]ly {fearched that he has no lead in his {hoes,
or about any ballancing part of his body ; as Jockies are weighed
at New-market, on and off.—That none be weighed, but when
they are perfectly {fober; becaufe fome forts of liquors, as fome
forts of fevers, are apt to make men light-headed ; I except morn-
ing drinkers; for, as they are not at all elevated by their beer,
they may be weighed at any time.— That Books divided into
Columns be kept, and every one’s name entered according to his
wmght under proper heads.—That the oflices be open every day
in the week, Sundays and Holidays excepted, from ten to one,
and from thrﬁ:e to fix; and that every body have the liberty ar
copying his neighbour’s underftanding for the fmall price of fix-
pence.— N. B. As there is no room to diftinguith between oc-
cafional and abfolute Gravity, [advife mennot to {uffer themfelves
to be weighed 1mmed1ately after lying in bed too long in a morn-
ing; a full meal, or a nap in-an elbow chair; -after five hours at
cards, or two hearmg a Methodif? PI‘E"‘lChEI’ or indeed any
Preacher, &c. &c.

I am very fenfible that great oppofition will be made to this my
Scheme, becaufe Iknow the danger of attacking, or even rectifying
any eftablifhed Syftem ; and efpecially one that has been thought
{o infallible, that the fentences of Offracifi» and death have been
pronounced upon it.—The Zealots in this art I would pacify
with this Sugar-plumb; that I mean to fight under their banner,
and not to overturn, but corroborate their Syftems ; for, abundans
cautela mon mocet is a maxim in eftminfler Hall; and I don’t
think that faving advice of Cicero, as great a man as he was, zeve
major cura et opera [ufcipiatur quam caufa poftulet, fhould i

garded in this cafe, whatever it might be in the Roman Senate,
| But
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But if this will not fieeten their tempers, and they reje&t me as
an auxiliary, I claim the Privilege of being angry too, and make
no fcruple to affert, it is a dangerous and wicked art in their hands.
They may, by way of revenge, find out the lines of my face,
and make what conclufions they pleafe from them; we have no
executions, or banifhments in this happy Iiland, upon fuch flen-
der evidence; tho’ the total extirpation of them was referved to
orace the annals of Georc e the Second, in whofe happy reign
the ftatute againft Wizards and Witches was repealed. '
Fronti nulla fides is an Adage of very long ftanding, and it’s
verity is as great as it’s antiquity; which circumftance refleéts
much' difcredit upon the extempore fentences of Phyfiognomifts;
it is a fallacious way of judging, and muft not be too much en-
couraged nor relied upon ; for, unlefs we could tell how the tem-
erament and mulcles of the face act upon the mind, and wice
verfa, which the Mezaphyficians have not explained to us, the
prefent do&trine of Phyfiognomy is of a piece with affrologocaland
Roficrufian ablurdities: P. Malebranche, in his Recherche dela
verite, {ays, that, ¢ Material things cannot unite themfelvesto our
« {ouls, becaufe matter is extended, and thefoul is not extended,”
which is point blank againft it: tho’, with {ubmiffion, his ar-
gument is rather taken from a Taylor’s {hop, than out of a {chool
of Philofophers; for, the firft would argue for the neceflity of
two felvages before he can make a feam; but a Philofopher may
readily conceive an union of two fubftances without a needleand
thread. . Regardlefs - therefore ot Thales Milefius, Artemidorus,
Anaximander, Adamanthus the Sophilt, and 4riffot/e among the
Ancients; Baptiffa Porta, and our countryman Robert Fludd
among the Moderns ; or of my worthy cotemporaries the Gypfes
and Fortune-tellers among the Hedges; I will confine myfelf to
the experiments I have made with a fmall hand engine of my own
inventing, (a model of the plan already laid down) and the ob-
fervations I made afterwards upon the underftandings of the men

I weighed
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I weighed with it: fhould any errors be difcovered when com-
pared with one of a larger fcale, be it remembered that watches
feldom go fo true as clocks.

In the three learned Profeflions we generally expec to find
Gravity, and in truth we are feldom difappointed; but it is by no
means peculiar to any one of them ; and oftentimes that {eriouf-
nefs, which becomes themin office, is miftaken for it: but it may
always be known by adhering to the man when the profefior is
no more; for he that cannot pull off his face with his robe or his
gown, has genuine abfolute Gravity in him. Few men are born
with that caft of countenance, which they muft afterwards wear
upon the ftage of this world, and therefore with their brother
Players take the Larva or mafk to perfonate their characters in
but nothing but abfolute Gravity can induce them to keep it on,
when the Play of the Day is over. For what can be more ri-
diculous than for men to call for their wine, their candles, or
their coals, in the language of the {chools, the bar, or #7erwick
Lane, when retired from thofe fcenes of bufinefs and importance ?
I donot mean that “ noify mirth and mid-night revelry” thould
fucceed, but a certain comitas or facility, that levels a man to a
familiarity with his friends in a free and eafy converfation.

(A) Abfolute Gravizy is {low, folemn and cautious, keeping
clofe in fhore, as well knowing the dangers of the deep; talks of
trifles with importance, and fays nothing that can be contra-
di¢ted; nods and fhrugs when Ideas are all out, and artfully af-
feds a filence ’till the fluggith animal {pirits bring in a few more.
It’s gait is fliff and formal, as walking in an undertaker’s pro-
ceflion, or, as Horace {ays, velut qui Funonis facra ferret; ltops
fometimes fhort as full of thought, but really for want of it, and
pretends to put on a forgetfulnefs that is truely unavoidable.
A face unientimental, an eye unobferving, unchangeablenefs of
countenance, and immoveablenefs of features, with a ftand off,
procul, O procul efte, Profani! diftinguith thefe men of weight,

4 withoug
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without importance, thefe {tupid half-burnt lumps of clay.—Now,
tho’ it is impoffible to envy, or with to be one of this number, -
yet I muft own few men pafs through the world more quietly,
or meet with more negative refpect than they do; for, being
furnithed with but few Ideas, as they have not the pleafure, fo
they have not the pain of thinking ; nor, for the fame reafon, can
they ever offend witha Bosz smot, or {mart expreflion; and luckily
for them, this very incapacity is confidered as a kind of voluntary
referve, from a point of good-breeding, or deference to their fu-
periors ; for, the world is Carzefian ftill, and goes upon a plenum
when it judges of grave heads. Another circumftance infavor of
abfolute Gravity, is it’s likenefs to attention ; which is a more en-
dearing recommendation to moft companies, and efpecially to great
talkers; for, filent flattery exceeds noify adulation, as admira-
tion excells babbling praife, and fteals to the heart under the dif-
ouife of natural and unavoidable approbation: but this 1s Gravity
it it’s calm eftate.

Interdum tamen et vocem tollit—iratufque GRrAVIS tumido de-
litizat ore, and then, as from a fire made of green wood, we have
nothing but crackling, {puttering, and {moke ; Magnus fine vi-
ribus ignis—incaflum furit---Grave men, like all other heavy
bodies, when once difturbed and put in motion, have an equal
averfion from reft.—S7 difcordia vexet inertes, they bounce and
fly; for anger is a kind of yeaft in lumpifth conﬂxtutlc}ns that fer-
ments, and gives a frothy, fretting volatility to the ﬂugglih matter,

So have I feen the dumplin fair and plump,

(Which 4x7 our cook-maid makes for {weet-heart Fobn)
Start on a {udden from the dark Abyfs,

And fkud upon the furface; but the fire

By faving hands once damp’d, and near put out,

This vain Pretender to a loftier Region

Precipitately falls, and finks down-right, Avon.
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I have often attended to thefe men in their rage, expecing that
the fallies of paffion might work out fomething, tho’ of a freakifh
kind of livelinefs ; but the utmoft I could ever yet difcover never
rofe above the Laconic intermination of Neprune to the winds,
RQuos ego—A ferocioufnefs of features, a ftaring wildnefs will break
forth ; but lead, hot or cold, melted or unmelted, is lead fill,
and will preponderate. -

(B) When I fee a painful and ftrangling conarus to emerge
from abfolute Gravity, I cannot help pitying the man, well know-
ing it is infuperable; and yet, Ithink, I have fometimes dif~
covered, tho’ no difference in the weight, fomething lighter in
his purfuits; which I cannot account for, unlels fome irregular
flux of the animal {pirits occafions it. But the difference is fo
{mall, that it is impoflible to diftinguith him by any perfonal marks
from abfolute Gravity. If a Divine, he does not read the School-
men, but he takes in weekly a fheet or two of one or other of
the Hiftories of the Holy Bible, hackneyed out by the News-
hawkers to all parts of this kingdom. If a Lawyer, he does not
begin ab ovo of the law, but he certainly takes into a dark age or
two of it. If a Phyfician, tho’ he does not read the Empyrick
Paracelfus, yet he will ftudy Salmon’s works, and get by heart
the twenty-four good properties of an old nurfe by Dr. Fuller.
If he has no particular employment, he weaves nets, or cuts up
walking-fticks, and carves Eagles and Ducks heads to them; if
crooked, the beaks are ready made, and there is nothing wanting
to compleat the works of his ingenuity but ink or black beads to
make eyes with. If his circumftances require labour, he will not
threth, but he will ferve the Mafons, or draw ftraws for a Thatcher;
he will not work in the mines, but he will {weat in {fmelting the
ore; he will not roll barrels, but he will make them; and if not
drudge for oyfters, have a hand in packing them up; to be fure
not {pirit to eat them.

(C) The next Figure is lefs grave, but confufed and in great
diforder. Such men have many of the rough tools which our un-

C derftandings
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derftandings fometimes' make ufe of, but none of the finer and
i'niﬁ'\inrr kind, which are neceffary for perfecting a work. They

an hew out the fcantlin gs of a Fabrick, but not put them to-
ﬂ'EﬂlCI‘ ; they can faw, but not plane; thu:}r can forge, but not po-
Tith I]lE}" write conrfely incoherentlyandabfurdly: They roar, not
talk ; they are bulls, not companions. In religion they are frﬂn-
tick and cruel; in politicks pofitive, hot and noify; * change
“ fides and ftill confute.” In publick converfations, rude and
abufive; in zere a rere’s, back-biting and {landerous.—But as voci-
ferous as thefe men generally are in converfation, they can, upon
occafion, be as mute and referved ; for I never could fee, but that
they who throw dirt, will fometimes lick it; they will kick, and
kifsin the fame breath; and Bullies will not {cruple to turn Pimps.
‘The Thrafonic and Gnathonic govern by turns; and he, * whofe
“ very look’s an oath” to-day, will be a fawning fycophant to-
MOrTow.

Crawling in this line, I generally find hopelefs Infidelity ; for,
tho’ that noble Science, to fpeak in the phrafe of prize-fighters,
who are great admirers of it, is fome how taken for a mark of
quick difcernment, and fuperiority of genius, when it does not
proceed from a bad heart, it really {prings from a grave and
puzzling head. The wholefale merchants in this commodity,
are tolerably correé in their bills of pareels, and feldom err in
the accounts of the places they fetch them from; but then the
commodities them{elves are of fo wretched a quality, like filk
and cotton fretting one another, fo cold and comfortlefs in their
application and ufe, that none but poor, confufed, and perplexed
underftandings v vﬂl have any concerns with them, But the {mall
dealers and little retailers of infidelity are ftill worfe; for they
feldom know even from whence their goods come: fometimes
itw:ry will prefent youw with a piece of ftuff wrought up by the
{cholars in the Old Academy, whlch was really begun and finifth-
¢d in the new ; fometimes in the New Academy what was woven

in the old; and both calculated for very different purpofes.
They
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They blunder likewife in the dates of their goods; fome, as
made fince the Chriffian Aira, which were worn on another oc-
cafion, and out of fafhion long before ; others, as before that
time, (which is abfurd) that were invented and worn but a few
centuries ago; and fome of them even in the prefent: But all
of a texture fo lax, coarfe, and flimfy, as would hardly catch a
fly for a {pider’s fupper. And yet thefe vile goods fringed with
- the appearance of learning, like the Phylaéteries of the Pharifees
with words of fan&ity, are bought up by weak and ignorant
people.--Man, foolifh man! how fond art thou of novelty! A
Rabbit-woman, a Bottle-conjurer, and a Ghoft, a Dwarf, a Giant,

and the atrabilaire Blafphemer, are equally captivating exhibi-
tions for thy filly wonder!---In truth, a mongrel underftanding
will always be meddling and doing milchiet; ablolute Gravity
never ftirs out of its place, but, like the weight of a parifth clock,
keeps puntually to its perpendicular; a comarus againft abfolute
Gravity only wriggles alittle, as the weight does when the clock
is winding up ; but partial Gravity has more extent of line, and
{wings about as the weight ftriking againft the fides of the cafe;

which, if it dees not ftop the clock, certainly makesit go wrong.
(D) The head in this direction is furnithed with abilities well
adapted, and fit for the common affairs of life, and as fuch is
juftly efteemed ; for there are parts in the Drama that a Gar-
rick will not ftoop to, and a — cannot reach ; which, if left out,
or ill executed, make a vaft chafm in the performance. A fub-
ordination of underftanding, as well as of place, is neceflary in
ftates and kingdoms; all muft not be prime minifters; every
mafter builder muft have labourers under him of different occu-
pations ; fome to execute what he defigns, and others to prepare
and fetch materials; and fo long as men keep in the charadter

nature defigned them for, they are looked upon with refpect. But
what an inundation of contempt and ridicule breaks in upon
them when they depart from it! when carts and waggons, which
C2 are
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are carriages of burthen, ufurp the dignity of chariots and coaches,
and drive into the beaw monde! It is my misfortune-to know a
young man who has been brought up in a reputable way, and
has abilities extremely fuitable to his calling ; but is fo unlucky
as to think a more elevated ftyle in his difcourfe raifes him pro-
portionably in the opinion of men, and gives him a place among
the /iterazi. With this view, he has had recourfe to an Englifh dic-
tionary upon all occafions, not for the explanation of hard words,
but to acquire them ; and by changing common for {ynonymous
ones, generally derived from the learned languages, and oftens
times obfolete, he has made himfelf the jeft of his fuperiors, and
wholly unintelligible to his equals; as a taught ¥ay or Mag-pye
is ridiculous for his mimickry, and at the fame time confounds, .
and even frightens, his brethren in the woods. I weighed this
young man before and fince he turned pedant, and found he
funk in exact proportion to his imaginary rife, and, if he goes
on, will fall down to partial, if not abfolute Gravity, unlefs the
Coxcomb catches him up as he finks, and carries him with him
into his own apartment,

(E) But I haften to the Horizontal direftion, where I fee
the fenfible, the wife, and the good, all ranged in order, where
I have the pleafure to fee all my friends {miling upon their chear-
ful companion, I come now to that golden mediocrity,

Where place me Heaven! and of all thy ftore
Of worldly bleflings, I will afk no more.
’ ANoN,

Here we find fenfe without pride, wifdom without art, and
coodnefs without affe@ation ; ferioufnefs without gravity, mirth
without levity, and piety without morofenefs or {everity. No
cruelty in Religion, no noife in Politicks, no coarfe refle&tions, no
{landerous converfations approach this hallowed place. In fhort,

here dwells every thing that dignifies a human Being. |
(F) If



BuH B SEIxO0LGIN'G. M Y. 21
(F) If we afcend the region of 7#7it, we fhall be highly enter-
tained ; fometimes gathering flowers in the fields of fancy; fome-
times ftruck with the {prightlinefs and vivacity of bon-mots : well-
chofen fimiles, metaphors, allegories, and all the gay attendants
upon imagination furround us: It is a new world of pleafure and
delight ; but it is never fo, except when we fee it fupported by
the durable columns of good fenfe and good manners; when we
are aflured that no advantage will be taken of our admiration to
excite in us indecent and unchafte ideas: For wit is too apt
of itfelf to run riot, and if not moderated and ballanced by fome
{fober and {olid principles, will overturn us; and no matter whe-
ther we break our necks out of the chariot of the fun, or a ftage-
coach. Prophanenefs and obfcenity would be wit from the
mouth of a fiend, thefe may be the characterifticks of it in the
infernal regions; buthere on earth no man hasit genuine, whodoes
not preferve decency and order, as many experiments have con-
vinced me.
. {G) A Coxcomb may be known by a fimpering complacency,
and placid admiration of himfelf; by a redundancy of {mall talk
upon common occurrences, and fometimes by /fefguipedalia verba,
and a pompofity of harangue. The fame degree of underftand-
ing will anfwer all thefe purpofes; for, tho’ the fiigid and rur-
gid may, at firft fight, feem oppofite qualities, yet they are re-
ally no more {o than water in the ebb, or at high-tide, are of
contrary temperatures: But if any one has falfely affociated an
idea of vivacity with the ru#7gid (to go on with my fimile) there
is no greater difference than between the water in my {pring,
and that which boils my meat; for, tho’ the latter has an effer-
vefcence and aeftuofity in it that looks like {pirit, yet it is really
nothing but vapid water at the bottom. This is a Coxcomb in
his true pofition.---But fometimes, I am forry to fay it, the
figure immediately below will vibrate and {wing up to this point;
it moves not in a ftrait line, but in Zigzag, as an aukward at-
3 ; tempt,
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tempt, and rather againft the grain. It hurts one to fee a man of
genius in this place ; but vanity has oftentimes an attrative force
that overcomes the beft underftandings. Sometimes the figure
above flutters down to this direction, and the pertnefs and im-
pertinence of the Fool join ifflue with the Coxcomb; and then,
¢ bad neighbourhood I ween.” In fhort, fo many different cha-
racters difembogue themfelves into this compound of vanity and
affecation, that---/oguacem delaflare valent Fabium.---Suflice it to
fay, that the propoled apparatus will fo feparate the parts as to
give cvery one its due weight.

(H) The perz Fool is a Gnat buzzing in every one’s ear, he
is at your elbow and your mouth; in your path when you walk,
and perches at the back of your chair if you fit down: He hops
about a room like a tame Robin-red-breaff, and picks up the
crumbs of converfation, ¢ He is here---He is here---He is gone,”
like the Ghoft in Hamlet ; too filly for {port, and too civil to be
kicked; below ridicule, infenfible of mental, and above manual
corre&tion. He thrufts himfelf into all companies, and is familiar
with all ranks of people; fhakes hands with his fuperiorswithout
diffidence, and lolls upon their fhoulders without diftin&ion.
Regardlefs of your frowns he talks with you, confident of his
bien venue, he vifits yous if not at home, he waits for your re-
turn; if bufy, for your leifure; and if fick, to comfort your fa-
mily : He ftays without afking, and takes leave without going.
Locks, bars and boltsare no greater fecurity from an impertinent
fool, than from flies,---But there is no occafion to defcribe him as
we do an Highway-man that has robbed us, or the marks of a
horfe that is ftolen from us; his looks, his words, his a&ions, all
betray him.

(I) The uppermoft Figure is a wretched form of man,
which humanity can neither laugh at, nor defcribe. Over this
I draw a vell, |

RQue genus aut flexum variant, Heteroclita funto, fays the

Gram-
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Grammarian; and fuch erratic and anomalous figures would
very frequently prefent themfelves to me; for as my engine was
as correct as any of the like fize and firu@ure could well be, its
variations could not be owing to that, but to the bodies wmghed
in it. Man is a very changeable animal, and does not long con-
tinue in the fame chara&er. I once found the perpendicular
figure A in a tremulous motion for half a minute and one fe-
cond before it came to its ufual reft. But then I found the man
was difconcerted for having faid more than Yes or No at a Mayor’s
fealt the day before. Mercury, it feems, who loves mifchief as
* his eyes, had infufed fomething in his wine, which fet his tongue
a running.—It cou’d not furely be the wine itfelf!

(B) The conatus againft abfolute Gravity, would fometimes
ceafe, and drop its head ; weary of ftruggling againft the grain,
To roll a ftone up hill is infinite labour.

(C) The next figure amazed me. Twice it fluttered up to
mmpaﬂtwe Levxty, came down to its firlt dire@tion, mounted
againy and in this fluGuating manner continued foi /A time.
Sufpecting {ome unfairnefs in ‘the fubjects of my experiment, I
examined their pockets, and upon one I found /#------ s

ournals, and a taking Sermon of R------ ne’s 3 upon another, a
imall common-place-book filled with extradts from Bfgw;,
Toland, Collins, Mandeville, Morgan, and others. The Me-
thodiff keeps in his propc-:r rank, whilft he is plotting the circu-
lation of the hat for collettions. The Free-thinker keeps bis,
whilft he is patching up his motley piece, wndique collatis miem-
bris; but thefe labours over, enthufiafm catches up the one, and
im mdence the other, and whirl them both for a time into the
Coxcamb’s apartment.

There is one ftraggling and irregular figure more which de-
ferves notice, though it is fo mixed and complicated in its mo-
tions, as to come under no one certain Prédicament; and this
attends upon wit or good fenfe, as the Fackal/ doecs upen the

Lion

¥
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Lion, to catch up what the other may chance to let fall ; (for
whatever previous ufe this animal may be of to his mafter
in taking his prey, all Naturalifts agree he partakes with
him, or at leaft picks the bones after him) which opens
to us a common charaéter that is all void and wafte, without
any inclofure or property of its own, but by gleamng in other
men’s corn- fields carries a tolerable famplf: to market: Such men
have juft underftanding enough to know what is good fenfe,
cunning enough to fteal it where they can, and fometimes me-
mory anlgh to retain it; but oftencr dmp fome, like thop-lift-
ers in the night, or (cramblers fat 4 fire, who fcour off with -
half their banr}r. I atimanob Father ARGILEG Gravity happens
to be the thief, a little will ferve his turn, as his confumption is
but fmall; for, if he takes out with hlm four fenfible fayings,
he will -'rencn}ly have one /ed one, or one to {pare. Suppc}fe he
makes a vifit of four hours; he may fairly pafs off one in en-
quiries after the family, Szc as how does your Lathip do?
Has Mifs Fidget recovered her fright upon her Chloe’s jumping
out at the drefling-room window ? The weather is variable, but
my Barometer fays we are entering into fine, and that never
goes wrong, &c. Thus one at an hour’s diftance afterwards, as
we take {Dme forts of P}wﬂck will complete the vifit: but if
upon an e:\tm:}rdm:u} occafion he waﬂes his whole ftock, he

knows when his clock is down, and marches off. If a man
of rather partial Gravity goes to the Horizontal, as boys
at {chool, for fenfe, he muft either fleal largely, as his vo-
lubility demands more, or he muft dilute it, as fome cooks fpoil
broth, to make it go the farther: But if at any time he
forgets a part of what he heard, or blunders, or makes it non-
{fenfe in relating it, depend upon it, he will be ingenuous
enough to tell the name of his author. When his ftock is ex-
haufted, he will fome way or other get to the Horizontal again,
and rub himfelf, as Naturalifts fay a wounded Pjke does againft

the
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the balfamic fides of the Zesch, and thence fetch out frefh mat-
ter. Such men may be always known by here and there a pur-
pureus pannus ; for as it will not aflimilate with their own
coarfe drefs, it ftands rather as a Badge to fhew they take alms,
and are beholden to other people for what they have.

I was encouraged in this undertaking, by obferving the hafty
and rath conclufions of mere Phyfiognomifls, who have fet down
certain marks of ignominy as infeparable from the make and
fhape of fome faces. Thus the 7ound face is called unthinking ;
the long lean face plotting and wncandid; the Jquare, impudent;
whereas I have known, and am at this time acquainted with
men of thefe different fhapes of face, who are fenfidle, open,
candid and modeft. 'The os rotundum, fibulatorium, quadratum,
tranfoerfum ; the labium denfum, elevatum, and depreffum
the nafus longus, brevis, and Batavus-caninus, the Gypfies
have made wicked work with, but their Prognofticks are as falfe
as {candalous.

To refcue men from {fuch {landerous refletions, was the pri-
mary defign of this effay; but I have the pleafure to fee many
other advantages {pringing from it, {fome of which I fhall enu-
merate; and could I look into futurity, I doubt not but many
more would prefent themfelves before me.----——-Such a machine
fixed up in every Market-town, as Steel-yards to weigh hay,
will prevent great impofitions upon the publick ; for, if the
folid contents of every man’s head can be thus come at, every
one will know how far he may truft to the underflanding of

his neighbour.———If the fondnefs of parents will fubmit to
this experiment of their children’s capacitics, it will infallibly
dire¢t them to a proper choice of their {everal callings apd em-
ployments ; and they will no longer be governed by the partia]
inducements of mechanical reading and an audible, or as it is

cencrally called a /Jaudable voice ; becavic the former is often-
L : times
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times no more ingenuity than the pratings of a Parrot are un-
derftanding ; nor the latter more harmony than the diffonant
clanging of the marrow-bone and cleaver is mufick.--——--- The "
fame machine will be ufeful to weigh the parts of men going
into any publick employment, before they have made their firft
blunder, which oftentimes, like an error in the firft concotion,
never is got over afterwards; for, if we know upon certain
principles they are not fools, we have nothing to do, but to
hang them for rogues if they a& wrong,------- It will fave the
difficult, as well as difagreeable tafk of fhaking oft an intimacy
we have once contraéted ; for I believe there is not a man living,
who has not in fome inftances withed himfelf quit of fome of
his acquaintance, though few have courage to do it: And for
this reafon I have often pitied thofe Gentlemen, who remove
to any diftance from their proper {ettiements, becaufe it muft
take a great deal of time before they can be fitted with fuitable
companions.  But if my fcheme takes place, a man has nothing
to do but to fend to the office at the next Market-town for a
copy of the underftandings of men of equal rank with himfelf.
So likewife, when any ftranger fixes in a town or neighbourhood,
the people of the place, by making the fame enquiry, may know
whether it is worth their while to vifit him.-~-----Such an efta-
blithment therefore will preferve great order and decorum in
all places; for, when men are confcious to themfelves that their
abilitics may be known at {o eafy a rate, they will endeavour to
conceal their weaknefles as far as they are able.

But, after all; I am afraid men will not readily come into this
fcheme, becaufe fomething may be loft, as well as won by the
experiment ; and until a court of underftanding, like a court of
confcience, be eftablithed by authority, obliging all people of a
certain age and upwards to be weighed in this ballance, it will
never come into general ufe. However, till fuch a law be made,

2 which
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which is much to be withed, I {hall put about a fublcription with
printed pmpofals (the, ﬁlbfcrlhcrs names to be printed) for erecting
fuch machines in -different parts of London, and all Market-
towns; and if any one fhould be um:xpe&ed]y {fnapt up as he
faunters along the ftreets, let him take it for his pains; he might
have been more privately weighed if he would. For the fame rea-
fon, if any difcrediting circumftances thould attend his eleva-
tion, why had not he the proper Habiliments on? For inftance,
if he be fufpended by the tongue of his Thoe-buckle, be his parts
what they will, he muft fall into abfolute Gravit}r, if by his watch-
chain or breeches—buckle neither of which is in the ballancing
center, he muft fall into I‘EIatl‘.’E or partial Gravity ; and if by the
fﬁ‘?‘?’ﬂfﬂ bhumane Frontis, into the line of {tark Fool.---As this
{ufpenfion will be very fudden, and I don’t know a more ridicu-
lous figure than a man with hishags and wig off in a publick
ftreet, I recommend it to every one to ftraiten his hat-band, and
make it to go very tight and clofe to the head; if it fhou’d caufe
a red circle upon the forehead, be it remembered, that the Crifpinz
rubra corona was no {mall honor in ancient times; tho’ now ecce
iterum Crifpinus would affront many a modern Gentleman,—
When I fay a// people, I mean only thofe of the mafculine gender ;
for as the female {fex cannot be weighed with decency, {o really
there is no occafion for it: A pecuhar delicacy of {entiment, and
cafe of expreflion, fhew that their underftandings gcnerally play
between wit and good-fenfe; and the few  fair defeés of na-
ture,” from an eager propenfity to {peak their minds, will difcover
themf{elves.

I know of no juft exception to my propofal as to the utility of
the thing itfel{; but the world in general is fo unwilling to admit,
and, mdeed b feldom fees a pure act of publick ﬁ:unt I r:xpeél:
fome b_-,r-ends will be imputed to me. It will be faid I am bribed
by the Inventors of the artificial Load-flone; or Iam a white, or

D 2 black-
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black-fmith; or I have a convenient loft to hang my Engine out
at; one or other of thefe felfith metives will certainly be objected
to me; but I proteft not one of them hits my cafe; my fole views
are, to take men out of the falfe {cales of conjeture, and weigh
them in the ballance of equity and truth: And I have invented
this, becaufe I do not know any other engine, (if it wou’d anfwer
the purpofe) but what rather degrades a human being: For, if we
take him intoa butcher’s fcale, itis weighing him after beafts ; if to
a chandler’s, it is after the putrified fragments of one; and if to a
hay-engine, it is after their provender. Hemp-dreffers, Rope-
makers, &c. &c. every one cannot bear the fmell of —Others will
fay, I clip the wings of fancy by bringing things too near to de-
monftration ; but in my opinion, fancy is nothing without a little
truth for its foundation: For, what are ruffles without the fubftan-
tiality of a holland {leeve, or the froth of a whip-fyllabub with-
out wine at the bottom ? Others, that I hurt the general topics of
~modern converfation; and I hope in time I fhall; but reformations
are not to be made all at once ; and therefore I fhall accommo-
date myfelf to the reigning humour for the prefent, and give men
leave, inftead:of calling Blockheads, Coxcombs, Fools, &c. to
fay, I know fuchaman’s weight, or I guefs fuch a man’s weight,
or I with I knew fuch a man’s weight, &c. This indulgence will
filter the fauce;- with which moft characers are ferved up, from
the coarfer lees of afperity, but at the fame time leave {ufficient
poignancy behind.

When Ipeak thus familiarly of weight, the readerIhope remem-
bers, I do not mean either 770y, or Avoirdupoife ; for that Brob
dingnag Bright of Malden might weigh no more than the Norfolk
dwarf upon my principles; for, I mean by weight, only fo much
intelleétual Gravity)as determinesa man’s pofition in one or other
of the linesalready ilaid down; and therefore, if any one likes it
better, he may fay,: I know fueh a man’s point, or I guels fuch

a man’s
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a man’s point, or I with I knew fuch a man’ point. Over-
timorous people will ftart perhaps at this exprefiion, as it is one of
the technical terms of {porting ; but, to eafe their fears, I do al-
fure them no qualification is necefiary, and that no one has been
taken up for a poacher for making ufe of any of them in com-
mon converfation,

Before 1 make my exiz a word or two to the Critics may not be
improper; for, I hope I fhall have fome, it being a bad omen
when all the rats forfake a fhip. The nodding fhrugging Critic,
as who fhould fay, I wonder what fome folks mean! I anfwer
with a nod and a fhrug, as who fhould fay, I neither wonder
at, nor regard what fome folks think. The whifpering Critic,
who intimates I might {pend my time better, I anfwer with this
queftion, Does he fpend his time fo well? His very whifper be-
trays he does not. The gloomy Critic I defy, with all his Inquifi-
torial tortures, torack out a confeflion of Prephanenefs, Immorality,
or Indecorum. The loud-talking Critic, who roars out his no
notion of a man’s trifling in fuch a manner, I afk, How he fpends
his vacant hours? Are fudying Magazines, drowfing in an el-
bow chair, lolling at a window, or knotting of fringe, more
fignificant amufements? But thefe men are Bufb-fighters, and
aim rather at your legs than your head, to mangle, not kill.
The true writing Critic enters the lifts boldly, and cries out,
There is neither fancy, fpirit, nor language in this performance.
I plead guilty and kifs the rod; For why fhould the Court be
troubled with his long circumftantial evidence to convi¢t me?
To the common queftions of the Ordinary of Newgare, as
“ How entered it my head to write? What inftigated me, &c.”
I fhall only fay, it was not breaking the Sabbath, and keeping
lewd women company; ¢ I left no calling for this idle trade:”
My eyes fail me for clofer applications, and I amufe myfelf in
this way becaufe it requires neither. Doing nothing, or doing

nothing
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nothing to the purpofe, is indeed generally faid to be the fame
thing ; but with refpe& to the mind of man, which loves em-
plm mcnt there is furely a great difference. ——-—-—-Thf: Emperor
that L]Ilﬂd flies would have been miferable upon the lazy Sofz
of an Eaftern Monarch ; for, that diverfion of his, which has
always been afcribed to hls lmff: of cruelty, I can fcarce think
was any thing more than his love of action; for the little agonies
of an expiring fly would not gratify the ordinary fpleen of an
ill-natured man.

And now, my gentle Reader, I unwillingly take leave (I.wifh
you cou'd fay the fame) and I beg of you never to atk me, nor
fo much as guefs at the names of the perfons I have already
weighed ; for it is a fecret that fhall never be divulged: And the
more effectually to prevent a difcovery, I have never plucked two
teathers from the fame bird, I have never painted two features of
the fame face; nothing pﬂr{bnal is intended, and therefore g'm

capit, ille fa?a:“f;.
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