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5 "
happiness which vanity would arrogate to itself, and vet
only seems to obtain. The middle ranks of mankind are
the most virtuous, the best accomplished, and the most
capable of enjoying the pleasures and advantages which
fall to the lot of human nature. It is not the least of
these, that they are free from the necessity of attending
to those formalities which engross the attention and
waste the time of the higher classes, without any ade-
quate return of solid satisfaction. HoracEe,* who was far
less illustrions by his birth and station than by his ele-
gance of manners, 'was wont to congratulate himself,
that he could ride on a little mule to the remotest town
in Italy without ridicule or molestation ; whilst his pa-
trons could hardly move a step but with the unwieldy
pomp of an equipage and retinue, The single article of
dress, which, when splendid, requires the labour and at-
tention of many hours, becomes a wretched task to those
who wish to employ their time with honour, with improve-
ment, with pleasure, and with the possibility of a satisfac-
tory retrospection. There is certainly a standard of recti-
tude in manners, decorum, and taste ; but it ismore easily
discovered than preserved. The vanity of the great and

opulent will ever be affecting new modes, in order to in-
: crease

* AvcusTus compares him, in a letter, to the book which
he sent him—a little thick volume, He was grey-haired at a
very early age, and luxurious living by no means agreed with his
constitution, yet he constantly associated with the greatest men in
Rome, and frequented the table of his illustrious patrons as if he
were in his own house. The Emperor, while sitting at his meals
with VIRGIL at his right hand, and Horace at his leit, often ri-
diculed the short breath of the furmur, and the watery eyes of the
latter, by observing he sat between tears and sighs.

Ego sum inter suspiria et ianyﬁfas.
Pye’s Horace.
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an instinct or a habit, it is in fact a property of our nature,
which God appointed ; and the final cause for which it
was appointed, is to afford to the miserable, in the com-
passion of their fellow-creatures, a remedy for those in-
equalities and distresses which God foresaw that many
must be exposed to under every general rule for the dis-
tribution of property. '

Beside this, the poor have a claim founded in the
law of nature, which may be thus explained : All things
were originally common. No one being able to produce
a charter from Heaven, had any better title to a particu-
lar possession than his next neighbour. There were
reasons for mankind’s agreeing upon a separation of this

common fund ; and God, for these reasons, is presumed to
have ratified it. But this separation was made and con-
sented to, upon the expectation and condition, that every
one should have left a sufficiency for his subsistence, or
the means of procuring it: and as no fixed laws’for the
regulation of property can be contrived, as to provide for
the relief of every case and distress which may arise,
these cases and distresses, when their right and share in
the common stock were given up or taken from them,
were supposed to be left to the voluntary bounty of those
who might be acquainted with the exigencies of their si-
tuation, and in the way of affording assistance. And,
therefore, when the partition of property is rigidly main-
tained against the claims of indigence and distress it is
maintained in opposition to the intention of those who
‘made it, and to His, who is the supreme proprietor of
“every thing, and who has filled the world with plente-
 ousness, for the sustentation and comfort of all whom he

sends into it,
The
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straint of conscience and morality,* are added the fear
of peculiar shame, loss, and disgrace, necessarily conse-
quent on ill behaviour. Human nature wants every sups
port to keep it from lapsing into depravity. Even inte-
rest and a solicitude for reputation, when, in some
thoughtless interval, the pillars of virtue begin to totter,
may stop the fall. The possession of a valuable charac-
ter which may be lost, and of a dignity which must be
supported, are often very useful auxiliaries in defending
the citadel against the temporary assaults of passion and
temptation.

A professed Christian Preacher, addressing a pro-
fessed Christian audience, should remember, that how-
_ever beautiful his discourse, if it is no more than a moral
discourse, he may preach it, and yet both continue un-
converted Heathens. Every congregation of real Chris-
tians wishes to find all morality deduced from Scripture,
and confirmed by it. Moral precepts thus adorned, come

from the pulpit, as from an oracle. Scriptural language
is

* It is conscience that pronounces upon the man whether he
be happy or miserable. But though sacrilege and adultery be ge-
nerally condemned, how many are there still that do not so much
as blush at the one, and, in truth, that take & glory in the other?
For, nothihg is more common than for great thieves to ride in
triumph, when the little ones are punished. But let wickedness
escape as it may, at the hal.r, it rever fails of doing justice upon

Seneca.
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