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seldom been employed, either in my hospital or private
practice for the last ten or twelve years; in jfact, our
nurses at the Novth London have now almost forgotten
the mode of forming the abomination.”

The great objections to fomentation cloths, are :—

First.—That their temperature cannot be main-
tained for a sufficient length of time, and hence they
require to be frequently renewed.

Second.—That the materials themselves, and the
coverings necessary to moderate their cooling, render
them much too weighty.

Third.—That much time and heat is lost in wring-
ing them, as must be evident from the following para-
graph in Dr. Thomson's Materia Medica. ¢ The
flannels shouid be at least three yards long, and the
ends sewed together; they should be quickly wrung
dry by sticks passed through them, and turned in
opposite directions ; then applied as lightly as possible
over the parts to be fomented; and the whole enve-
loped in dry flannel.”

This paragraph serves also to illustrate the second
objection, namely, their weight ; for I apprehend that
three yards of damp flannel, to say nothing of the ad-
ditional dry envelope to keep them warm, and the
bed-clothes, will not be found the lightest article in
the world, by a patient suffering from very severe and
painful inflammation of the bowels, for nstance, or
their serous covering the peritoneum,

Having now made ourselves acquainted with the ob-
jectionable nature, and the ineflicacy of the ordinary
poultices and fomentation cloths, we are prepared to
examine into the uses, the advantages and the supe-
riority of the material lately invented to replace them.

This is an article composed of a mixture of sponge
and wool, felted together, so as to form an even and
soft fabric, which may be made of various degrees of
thickness, and afterwards rendered mlpermeahIe by a
coating ut india-rubber. Its texture, therefore, is
spongv, and hence it is enabied in the first place to
hold a considerable quantity of fluid, which it readily
yields to the part to which it is apphed and in the


















