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UNivErsAaL LoveE

SER MO N

PreEacH D before the

RicuT HONOURABLE

LORD-MAYOR.
"ALDERMEN,

Governors of the feveral Hofpitals
_of the City of LO N D O N;
AT -HYE
Parith-Church of St BRI/ID G E 7,
On Monpay in Eafer-Week, April 7. 1729.
With fome Occafional REmARKS.

By the Right Reverend Father in Gop
Ro s er 71 Lord Bithop of Pererborough,

T s
'r.'\;p-n.-.

| LONDO N
Printed for Warrram Innws, at the Welt-End of St. Paul’s
Church-yard, M pec xxix.



BAYL IS, Mayor.

Martis xxii. Die Aprilis, 1729. Annoq; Regni
Regis GEorc11Il. Magn Britanni®, &rc..

Secundo.

T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court be

given to the Right Reverend Father in Goep, the
Lord Bifthop of Peterborough, for his Sermon preach’d
before this Court, and the Governors of the feveral
Hofpitals of this City, at the Parith Church of
St. Bridget, on Monday in Eafter-Week laft; and that
he be defired to Print the fame.

Jackson.




Firft Epiftle of St. Fobn, Chap. iv. verfe 21. -

And this Commandment have we from
him, That he who loveth God, love bis
Brother alfo.

) R E AT * and marvellous are thy works, Lord
God Almighty 5 juft and true are thy ways,
thou King of Saints. °® As thou art Righte-
ous, O Lord, fo are thy Sudgments upright;
and the Teftimonies thou baft commanded, ex-
ceeding righteous and faithful. But of all
thy Commandments, none is more excel-
lent, none is more ufeful, than that which
enjoins our Love to each other; excepting always that Precept
which binds us to the Love of thy Divine Majefty. For
which juft Reafon thy fupreme Wifdom hath been pleas'd fre-
quently to inculcate .our Love to Mankind, and to give it a:
‘Superiority and Precedence to moft of the Virtues of the Chri-
ftian Religion. ;

. This being then one of the greateft Commandments, and
‘therefore of the utmoft Confequence to every one of wus, it

“3 Revel. xv. 3. ® Plalm cxix. 137,138,

A SRE )



4 ' Univer(al Love.

will be T'ime well {pent, to employ a few ferious Thoughts
about i,

Firf?, To confider the Extent of this Duty of Love to our
Brethren. f

Secondly, To inform us what it is, and how we may know
whether we are really poffels’d with it. -

Thirdly, To difcover the excellent Fruits or Effeés of it.

The Extent of this great Duty feems tohave been little un-
derftood by the moft Learned among the Heathen. The De-
{criptions they have given us of Love, or Friendfbip, makes:it
at firft View appear very generous, and the Effeéts of it very
diffufive ; but when we fearch more narrowly into their Sen-
timents, and lay together the whole Plan of their Dottrine on
this Head, we fhall find it {fo much ftinted and eonfin’d, that
inftead of being one of the moft beneficial Virtues to human
Life, it is almoft render’d unferviceable to the whole Race of
Mankind.

The moft renown’d Philofopher among the Greeks, give us
the following Definition of it : 2 7o Love, fays he, is te will or
wifl to any one thofe Things which be good 3 and to do thofe as far
85 be is able, not for his own Sake, but for the Sake of him whom
be lpves.  In the fame Place he makes it a Mark of this Affe~
¢tion, to rejoice at the Profperity, and to grieve at the Misfor~
tune of another, without any other View than the Advantage
of his Friend only; as likewife to wifh thofe good Things for
another, which one would wifh for ones felfi. He further
gives it a very large Scope, enumerating feveral Sorts of Peo-
ple, who may come within the Compals of it. If the Philo-
{opher had ftopp’d fhort here, then we might have juftly
pleas’d our felves with the Thoughts of the manifold Advan--
tages that would have arifen to the greateft Part of the World
from this noble Paffion. But if we look into his moral Trea~

s Ariflotie’s Rhetox. Book II. Chap. iv:

tifes,




Univerfal Love. 5

tifes, and efpecially into his Books of * Ethicks, {o much ap-
plauded and receiv’d beyond all his other Books of that Kind,
moft of what was faid above, will prove little more than a
pleafing Dream, or a delufive Amufement; becaufe he con-
fines Love or Friendfhip to thofe alone, who are {uperemi-
nently Good, and to two of thofe only at a Time. For this
Contra&tion of Friendfhip he gives the following Reafon :
That it is an Excefs of Love which neceffarily terminates in
one Perfon, and therefore cannot be extended to feveral others.
This is the Sum and Subftance of Ariffotle’s Dodtrine con-
cerning Love and Friendfhip.

Let us now go from the Greek, tothe Roman State of Lear-
ning, and fee whether the Latter has made any Advances on
this Subject for the general Benefit of Human Race.  Tully,
who very much enrich’d the Minds of his Countrymen with
Foreign Philofophy, and who, with feveral Improvements of
his own, drefs’d it up in all the Beauty of Roman Eloquence,
has tranimitted a Treatile to future Generations, in which
we meet with an Account truly elegant, of the Duty of Love
‘or Friendfhip ; which he defcribes to be ® # kind and affeiti-
onate Agreement in all Matters Human and Divize: And fays,
that the Subftance of it is, ¢ _4u entire and mutual Harmony in
Inclinations, Affeftions, and Opinicns. He adorns this Virtue
with the moft lofty Encomiums, and makes it neceflary, if
not to Being, yet to the Hell-being of Mankind. To moft o-
ther Virtues he afcribes their peculiar Advantages; but to this
he gives an univerfal Latitude, and equals it to thofe things

2. See his Ethicks to. Nicomackus, Chaptersi,.11, iii, iv. where he reckons two other
Sorts of Friendfhip, of which he makes fo little Account, that T did not think them
worth mentioning in this Difcourfe. And in the Seventh and Twelfth Chapters, he
talks of a Friendfhip yg%® vzwgperrlur fuch as is between Father and Son, Husband and
Wife, £5c. and a Social Friendfhip, fuch as is between People of the fame Community,
. or Tribe, or Company, &¢. But all thefe are reputed nothing, in comparifon of ‘that
firict Friendfhip of which he is fo fond, and which he fo much celebrates. It muft be.
confe(s'd, that our Author in his firlt Chapter of his Eighth Book to ,E\’;'ramqrf;.r;}_'drgps
fome Expreflions, which intimate an univerfal Liove to Mankind ; but he flides it over, 23
a Thing of no great Moment, and proceeds to exalt his favourite Love and Friendthip
between two fingle Perfons. = '

® Sce Tully of Friendfhip, ¢ Sce ibid,
e ' which
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swhich are of neceffary Ufe for the Support and Maintenance
of human Life, He acquaintsus, that it @ is the greateft and
moft acceptable Gift that the Gods could beftow upon Men ;
and afferts that thofe who endeavour to ftifle it, feem to do
the fame Injury to the World, as thofe who would extinguifh
the Light of the Sun. He moreover gives feveral foftnings
to the Rigor and Striétnels of 4riffotle’s Opinion 5 and juitly op-
pofes him, as well as the Srozcks, who allow none to be capa-
ble of true Friendthip but their #jfe Men ; Creatures, as they
defcribe them, no where to be met with in this imperfect State
of Things.

All thefe glorious Reprefentations of Love and Friendfhip,
give us large Conceptions, and raife in us great Expeltations
of the general Ulfefulnefs of this Virtue; but all thefe Con-
ceptions are narrowed, and all our Expectations decreafe, when
our Author acquaints us in the fame Treatife, That ¢ i is
confin'd to two Perfons, or at moft to & Few; and that the Re-
cords of Time have not tranfinitted to us above three or four Pair
of Friends in all the Ages of the World. W hat then becomes of
all the great Men whom he mentions as capable of Friend-
ifhip, and thofe others, who, in common Efteem, were reck-
oned Men of Probity, who lived up, according to the Light
then in the World, to the Dictates of Nature, and the Direti-
ons of human Reafon? Have fuch People no place in the Cata-
logue of Friends ? None at all from any Thing we can find, ei-
ther in this Treatife, or any other Works of our Author. And
{o ftri¢tly has he adher’d to this Opinion, that he has not made
the leaft Referve throughout the Whole, ecither for himfelf or
‘his moft intimate Acquaintance, Whenever therefore we meet
with Expreflions and Sentences in this Author, which raife the
Excellency, and feem to afcribe the moft ample Enlargement
to Love and Friendfhip, we muft by no means rely too much
upon them ; but may reft affur'd, that they are either mere
‘Starts of Fancy, or the Oyerflowings of good Nature, or the

@ Ibid. ® See Tully, ibid,

| Flowers



Univerfal Lote. 9
Flowers of Rhetorick, or the Affectation of faying fomewhat
uncommon and fublime : The latter Part of which I take
to be the Cafe of this celebrated Orator. He had a noble Sub-
je& before him; and therefore lays hold of it to difplay his
Eloquence, rather than to difcover the Reality of Things; pre-
ferring the Neatnefs of a Sentence to the Truth of it, and
amufing Mankind with Excellencies to which they cannot at-
tain, inftead of conduéting them to a Virtue which muit
needs be attainable, if it is in truth fo neceflary for the Wel-
fare of the World as he reprefents it to be.

But if by Friendfhip, thefe Men don’t mean an univerfal
Affection to their own Species, but an Excefs of Love, and a
moft intimate Union between two or three of them, as there
are fome grounds to think; then their Expreffions of the gene-
ral Ulefulnefs of it to human Life and human Societies, amount
to little or nothing; and {erve only to delude us, and lead us
into a vain Belief that they are recommending Charity to all
the World, when the utmoft they intend is to excite two Per-
fons to an Intimacy of Friendfhip with each other. Hence it
may be concluded, that this Duty of univerfal Love is an
omitted Cafe, and may be rank’d among the Defiderata of
the Heather Morality. ’Tis true, the * Heathen Writers {catter
here and there feveral things which feem to bear a Relation
and carry {fome Analogy to it, from which Men of Judg--
ment may draw Inferences to raife this Dottrine, which is what
Nature can fcarcely avoid in a Moral Treatife: But they never
treat this largely and profefledly, as one of the chief and moft
ufeful Duties of human Life, and one of the greateft Bran--
ches of Moral Virtue.

bSecing then that thefe great Philofophers leave us almoft in-
the Dark in a Point of fuch Moment to the Welfare of the

Worldy

% See Tully's Offices, Book I. Pag. 21, 22. of Elzevir’s Edition, in 16°, Aans 1677.
Whﬂ:ﬁ fpealang of Societies, he mentions one, in which every Man is concern’d; and
mentions fome Benefits, which every one ought to communicate to another.

¥ 1 mean thofe Heathen Philofophers who wrote before the Revelation of Fefus Cf-'rféﬁ‘.

Lhofe Heathens who wrote after owr Saviowr’s Manifeflation to the World, and the Pub-
‘ lication



8 Univerfal Love.

World ; let us therefore leave them, and fee what Inftructions
of this Sort we can meet with in the Book of Life, the Gof-
pel of Jefus Chritt.

We are told by our Saviour, that there are two great Com-
mandments, on which hang ail the Law and the Prophets.
The Firft of which is, ® Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy foul and with all thy mind. And
the Second is like unto it, € Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as
thy [elf.

JItf'{:rf: add to this Second Commandment fome other Rules
and Precepts of the Goipel, the Extent of our Love will be
fufficiently difcover’d ; and by confidering what this Command-
ment fays alone, we may find out what this Virtue is, and
whether we are really influenc’d by it or not. .

Setting afide what is generally allow’d, that the words Neigh-
bour and Brother are us'd in {uch Latitude, as to include all
thofe who are of the {fame Nature, and capable of the fame Re-
demption with us, it manifeftly appears from what is faid of
this Commandment by our Lord himielf, that it is to be ta=
ken in the moft extended Senfe. It comes recommended to us
as the principal Precept of the Chriftian Religion, next to the
Love of God himfelf. If therefore any Duty can be found out
which {preads its Influence wider, and is more ufeful for the
World in general than this, it follows by indifputable Confe-
quence, and an undoubted Chain of Reafoning, that this cannot
poflibly be the Second Great Commandment. This will be the
Calfe, if the Words here are to be taken in a limited and reftrain+
ed meaning; becaufe Chriftian Love extends it felf much
further, even to the whole rational Creation here below, and
therefore is the greater Commandment. We muft then take
the Love of our Neighbour to be the {fame with the Univer=

lication of his Gofpel, are exceedingly improv’d by the Knowledge drawn from the Chri-
ftian Scheme of Morality. And if any future Treatife of Natural Religion fhould be pub-
lifh'd, T believe it will appear, that the beft and moft ufeful Parts of it were extratted
thence, notwithitanding the great Endeavours of fome Men to ridicule it, in order to
cover their own Plagiarifm, |

‘® Matt. xxii. 37. * ver. 39.

4

fal
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fal Love to the Children of Men; otherwife it would be a no-
torious Abfurdity, of which Divine Wifdom can never be im-
peach’d, to favour this Duty with an Appellation of fuch Dig-
nity and Importance beyond all others, excepting our Love
to himfelf. From hence it is evident, that within whatever
Bounds the fame Words might be reftrained by the Law of
Mofés, our blefled Lord gave them an Enlargement fuitable
to the great Defign of the Gofpel, which was to be preach’d
and planted in every Nation under Heaven, as Time and Op-
portunitics fhould offer, and to Divine Wifdom fhould feem
expedient: Whereas the Mo/aick Difpenfation was, for the
greateft Part of it, confin’d to a peculiar People; and the Ex-
ercife of moft of its Religious Acts ty’d down to a particular
Place in the Land of Promife.

The Evidence of this Latitude of Acceptation will ftill ap-
pear the ftronger, if we call into our Affiftance other Rules
and Precepts of the Gofpel. 'The Patterns we are obliged to
imitate, not only imply, but likewife infer this Truth. We
are commanded to be Followers of God, and-to walk in Love;
and our Conformity to the Example of Chrift, is what is pe-
remptorily demanded of us. Now the Mercies of God are
over all his Works, and his Love extended to all his Crea-
tures ; and our Saviour, out of the fame abundant Love,
yielded up his Life, to ranfom all Mankind from endlefs De-
ftruétion, and to purchafe for them everlafting Happinefs.

The great Apoftle, in his Epiftle to the * Galatians, makes
the following Exhortation ; As we bave therefore Oppor-
tunity, let us do good unto all Men, efpecially unto thofe who are
of the Houflold ¢f Faith. 1 made Choice of this Text particu-
larly; becaunfe it is evident from hence, by fair Deduétion,
that when our Saviour enjeins the Love of our Neighbours,
and the Apoftle exhorts to the Love of our Brethren, they
did not only mean our Fellow Chriftians, but even all who
partake of the fame Flefh and Blood with us. If the Effets

L B of



10 Univer[al Love.

of our Love are to be Univerfal, then our Love muft at leaft
be equally fo: ctherwife Effetts would exceed the Power of
their Caufes; which is a Thing as impoffible, as for Streams
of Water to be very diffufive, without a fuitable Supply from
{fome Source or Fountain: INNow that the Effet of our Love
and Charity are to reach every one, as Opportunities offer, is
plain from the Diftin&tion here made between the Houfhold of
Faith, (4. e. Chriftians) and the reft of the World, who were
not yet added to the Number of Chriftian Men.

From the Light now aiforded us by the Gofpel, it is clear
beyond all Doubt, that Chriftian Love is of the utmoft Ex-
tent and Latitude. Far from being circumfcrib’d within a
narrow Compafs, it knows no other Limits but what Almigh-
ty God has been pleas’d to fet to Creatures of the fame Make
and Facuities with our felves. It traverfes the Globe, com-
pafling Sea and Land to fhed its Influences, and propagate its
manifold Bleflings; and, like the Author of all Goodnefs,
caufeth its Rays to thine on the Evil, and on the Good, and
fendeth out its refrefhing Showers on the Juft and the Unjuft.
Other Religions and Profeflions have ftinted the Love of their
Votaries, and have ty’d it down to their own Se&, or their
own Countrey ; but Chriftian Love dildains to be thus
cramp’d and manacled ; it {tretches out its Arms to every
onc; and breaking through all Impediments, embraces its
very Enemies, returning their Malignity with Kindnefs, and
their Curfes with Bleffings. This is a Height of Love,
to which the Religion of the %ews, and the Philofophy of the
Gentiles never afcended. ‘The Votaries of the former thought
it their Duty to hate their Enemies; and the Profeffors of the
latter efteem’d the Love of ’em a Mcannefs and Degeneracy
of Spirit. Thus generous and diffufive is Chriftian Loy
which in fhort, is an Imitation of the boundlefs Mercy of
God, and the unconfin’d Compaflion of our bleffed Re-
deemer,

Before we can fairly make any further Progrefs in this
Difcourfe, we muft remove three Objedtions which are

advanc'd
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advanc'd againft the Precept of loving our Neighbour as our
felves.

Firff, That it fecems to rccommend us to love all Men
equally.

Secondly, 'That in the Latitude before afcrib’d to it, we are
oblig’d to love every individual Man.

Thirdly, That it enjoins us to love others as our felves. All
which are deem’d fo many Impoflibilities ; and therefore it is
concluded, that this Commandment cannot proceed from a
righteous Lawgiver, either in the Senfe it {eemingly bears, or
in the Senie in which Divines ufually explain it,

To the Firf# Objection I anfwer; That I cannot conceive
that an equal Love to every one is enjoin’d by this Text ; un-
lefs general Rules be deny’d fair ancfl equitable Conftruétions,
and ftand excluded from all Tlluftrations, though given by the
Author himfelf, or thofe delegated by him to declare his
whole Will and Meaning to the World. Such a Procedure
as this would create the wildeft Confufion imaginable, in all
Syftems of Law and Morality, as well ac in other Sciences:
And confequently the Objection is unreafonable, unlefs it can
be demonftratively proy’d, that this general Rule cannot per-
mit Men to pradife it in diverfe and unequal Degrees, ac-
cording to the fundry Obligations they are under, and the dif=
ferent Objeéts to which their Love muft be extended. This
is, I am fjure, what never can be done; becaufe different Ob-
jel&s and Relations require very different degrees of Love;
and it is as impoffible in Morality to be difpens’d to all
in the fame Meafure, as it is in Nature, that a Ball giving
Motion to others at different Diftances, thould communicate
its Force equally to every one of ’em. We feel it as impof-
fible to love 4/ alike, as to efteem a4l alike; and it is as unjuft
to fhew to all equal Kindneffes, as to fink all Obligations to
the fame Level, or to {crew them up to the fame Pitch. In-
ftead of making an Objetion, thefe Men in Juitice fhould

B2 have
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have made an Inference in the following Manner: —<"That
fince it is an Impoffibility natural as well as moral, to love a/}
alike, therefore this Rule commands us to love them in fuch

various Proportions, as Nature, or Reafon, or Revelation fhall
direct.

Secondly, The next Objeétion is, That, according to the La-
titude before afcrib’d to this Rule, we are oblig’d to love eve-
ry Individual of human Extration, which is a Matter alto-
gether impracticable; becaufe it is but an handful of Men,
that can be a&ually known by us, though our Days fhould be
many, and our Travels wide and extenfive ; and thofe, whom
we neither fee nor know, can’t make any manner of Impref=
fion uponus, and confequently we cannot poflibly love ’em.

This is the full Force of the Objection. To which I reply;
——That it is founded on a falfe Suppofition, that all Love
arifes from our own actual Knowledge of the Perfon belov'd;
which can by no Means be allow'd. In reading the Hiftory
of paft Generations, don’t we feel an Ardor and Flame within
us, darting and pointing it felf to Men fam’d for Wifdom

and Goodnefs? Whenever their Names are mention’d, our
Hearts abound with Refpe&t, and our Souls are wrapp'd up in

Admiration. When we meet with Accounts of Men of Re-
nown in the prefent Times, the fame Things happen unto us,
and our Souls are carry’d towards them with a ftrong Current
of Affe&tion, though we neither have prefent, nor ever ex-
pe&t any future Acquaintance with them; and therefore this
is fome Evidence that our Love to others is not always found-
ed upon perfonal Knowledge.

But beyond this, and befides a natural bent of Affe&ions
to our own Race, our great Creator has been pleas’d fo to
frame our Minds, that we need not be confin’d to Particulars;
but may form to our felves abffraét and colleftive Ideas, and fo
may admit to the Tendernefs of our Love, every Creature of
the fame Species with us. We Chriftians therefore, in Con-
formity to the Nature of Things, and agreeably to the Reve-

lations
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lations of God, confider Mankind as one colle&tive Body, ori-
ginally defcended from the fame common Parents, and now
difpers’d throughout the {everal Regions of the World: And
in this collective way, all Men come within the Gompafs of
our Affection, though they fhounld be as the Stars of the Sky
in Multitude, and as the Sand which is by the Sea-thore, in-
numerable. This is the internal Nature of univerfal Love;
but the external ‘Exercife of it is more narrow and contraced ;
and is confin’d, for want of Abilitics or Opportunities, or by
our Ignorance of other People’s Neceflities, and by many
other ways, which we cannot account for at prefent. 'This
Power of framing fuch Ideas, God has given us to aflift our
Underitandings, which are of too narrow a Capacity to take
in all Particulars; and this, in a great meafure, ferves all the
Ends of Morality, and civil Societies, as well as if every In-
dividual were perfonally known to us. FEven God himielf
deals with Societies of Men in the Bulk, as it were, He {uf-
fers the Righteous to perith with the Wicked ; and again with
the Righteous, he refcues the Wicked from prefent De-
ftru&tion ; referving commonly particular Rewards and Punifh-

ments to a future Reckoning in another World., After the
fame Manner, Bodies of Men tranfaét Affairs, and enter into

Covenants with each other, without any Regard to this or
that particular Man. As a Specimen of this collective Love
to Mankind, I beg Leave to mention the Love of ones Coun-
try ; which is not a perfonal Love for every fingle Member of
the Community, but a Love of the Whole, as comprehend-
ing under all Perfons and Things, which either relate to, or
conftitute the Society. But having barely Time to hint, and
not to purfue Notions and Enquiries of this Nature, I will
now confider the Third Objeétion, which is form’d in the fol-

lowing Manner.

Thirdly, 1 know very well what it is to love my felf, and I
know as well with what Warmth, and to what Degree I love

my {elf; but at the fame Time I find, that it is an Imgpliili-
ility
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bility for me to Love any thing as my {elf; and therefore
this is an infufficient Rule to direét me in what Meafure I
ought to love the reft of the World.

To which I reply; That thofe who raife this Objeétion,
feem to miftake very much the Senfe of the Text. They ap-
prehend that our Saviour enjoins us to Love others as much or
as well as our {elves, in the fame Degree, and with an equal
beight of Paflion. If this were the Senfe of thefe Words, it
would be impofing an unrcafonable piece of Service, a Com-
mandment exceeding gricvous ; by which we fhould be always
obliged to do that which we could never poffibly perform,
and {o fhould we ever be diftraéted between the Voice of Na-
ture on the one hand, and the Call of Revelation on the other;
and therefore being {o unrealonable, and fuch an heavy Impo-
fition, it is impoflible to conceive that this could ever be the
Intention of the great Lover of Mankind. The Meaning
therefore muft be, that we love others in a Way that has a
Refemblance and Likenefs to the Love which we bear to our
{elves; according to the fame Manner, tho’ not in the fame
Meafure. 'To this Meaning the Text it{elf directs us, which
teaches us to love our Neighbours ? 45 our felves, but does
not command us to love them as we// as our felyes.

But it is urg’d, that there is no Reftriction nor Exception ad-
ded to thefe Words; and that therefore the Love of our Neigh-
bour muft be equal to the Love of ourfelves. 'This is, un-
queftionably, falfe Reafoning ; becaufe there is no manner of
Occafion for exprefs Refervations, when every ones Reafon will
inform him, that moft, if not all general Rules, admit vari-
ous Reftrictions, and will likewife inform him when, and in
what proportions, fuch Reftrictions are to be allow’d. Nume-
rous are the Laws both Civil and Divine to which no Limita-
tions are annex’d; and yet they muft neceflarily be taken
in a qualified Senfe, and muft be obey’d in ? different Degrees

L3 - -
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® Sec the ﬁritﬂbj.cﬁio?z to this Rule of our Saviour,
and
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and Proportions, according to the different Objeéts to which
they are to be applied, and the different Circumitances in
which we are to perform our Duty. If this benotallow’d, how
firange and impracticable muft the Doty of Man be either in
a civil or religious Gapacity ? Let us try two or three general
Rules in the facred way.

St. Paul commands us % £9 pray without ceafing, muft we
therefore conclude that our whole Lifc and Labour is to be fpent
in perpetual Devotion ? Surely nobody can be fo wild as to
think fo, unlefs he be an extravagant Enthufiaff, or an incu-
rable Madman. One may as well imagine that the fame
Apoftle fpent his whole time in Prayer for the Romans, becaufe
he fays, that 2 without ceafing be made mention of them ahvays in
bis prayers; as that the Rule juft now mention’d is to be re-
ceived without Limitation: An imagination that can’t poflibly
enter into any ones Thoughts, except his Head be crazy, or
his Fancy overheated.

Another general Precept of the Gofpel is: > Be ye therefore
_pagﬁ?ﬁ, as my Father, which is in beaven, is perfeti. The Per-
fe&tion here required of us is the Perfedtion of Love, the Sub-
je& of the prefent Difcourfe, as is evident from the ¢ Verfes
immediately preceeding. But can we be as perfe&t as God?
God is Love it felf, and can we poorimperfeét Creatures pre-
tend to equal him in it? We may as reafonably arrogate to
our felves an Infinity of Power, or an Infallibility of Under-
ftanding. With humble Submiffion and becoming Modefty
we fhould rather cry out in the Words of the Pfalmift ¢ /#7ho
is like unto the Lord our God who dwelleth on bigh, who bumbleth
bimfelf to bekold the things that are in the beaven and in the
earth. 'To affume to our felvesany Perfedion of God isa piece
of Vanity and Confidence far exceeding all the bounds of ex-
preflion.  Sufficient it is for us to endeavour to refemble him,
as far as we are able, in this and all his other communicable

2 y Thefl. v. 17. » Rom, i. 9. b 5t Matt, v. 48.
© V. 43; 44> 45 46, 47 4 Pialm cxiii. 5, 6,

At-
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Attributes; and beyond our Abilities, we afluredly know,
that he does not require us to act.

As thefe general Precepts, fo this of loving our Neighbour
muft be taken not in an abfolute, but in a gﬁifﬁfd Senfe. We.
mutft love in fuch a Manner as is agreeable to Nature, and con-
fiftent with other Obligations. Our Love muft have fome Cor-
refpondence to the Love we bear to ourfelves ; ¢ it muft have a
Similitude, but not an Equality ; and tho’ it may not haye all
its Warmth, yet it muft have allits Sincerity.

Having thus vindicated this Commandment from the Ob-
jections brought againft it, wemay, with the better Grace and
oreater Security proceed to apply it to the further Purpofes of
this Dilcourie.

IL. The next General Purpofe of this Difcoutfe, was to en~
quire into the Nature of our Love to our Brethren, and to find
out fome Rule whereby to judge whether we really love them
or not. To condu us aright in this Enquiry, we muft have
Recourfe to the fame Commandment, ¢ Thou fhalt love thy
neighbour asthy felf. Thisis fo plain a Rule, that a laborious
Explanation of it would have no other Effect but to render it
the more obfcure. Every one of Common Senfc and Under-
ftanding knows, much better than I can tell him, what it is
to love himfelf: His own Feeling exceeds the beft Defcripti-
ons that can be given of it; and therefore I take this to be one
of thofe things which will not admit of an exact Definition.
If we look into ourfelves, we know what it is by internal Sen-
fation ; and we are as certainly perfuaded of its Force and In-
fluence upon us, as we are fure that feveral Thoughts admini-

4 T'o this Senfe the Particle ¢ in the Text direfts. See above, p. 14. which will ftill
appear more evident if we compare with it the Particle 3 ( Caph) which anfivers to it
in the Hebrew Language, The Fewifs Grammarians and beit Commentators tell us that
there is MPON 3 and (MEAD 2. i o, This Article denotes either Similitude, or
Duantityand Meafure. In the Old Teftament it frequently occurs in the Senfe of Simi-
litude; and what is moft to our purpofe is, thatitis fo taken, Lewvit. xix, 18. where we

meet with the very fame Words, Thou fbait love thy neighbour as tby felfs
€ Matth. xxil. 39. '

ftex
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fter Pleafure, and feveral again create us the utmoft Uneafinefs.
Thus we afluredly know what it is to love our {felves ; and by
the fame Method we may undoubtedly know whether we
really love our Neighbour. By the Precept before recited,
our Holy Religion obliges us to love every Man with the
Sfame Kind, tho’ not with the fame Degree of Love. And
therefore whenever we feel in our Minds a real Concern for
any one, and are fenfible of fuch Commotions as wc experi-
ence when any thing commends us to our own Tendernels, and
our Bowels of Compaflion towards our felves, then we may
reft affured that we ac&t according to the Commandment of
our Lord and Saviour. This is the true Touchftone of our
Love to others, and is the golden Rule by which we may
{fecurely judge of the Reality and Sincerity of it. To multi-
ply words about it, would, as I before hinted, render it the
more unintelligible ; and therefore Ifhall proceed to the further
Purpofe of this Difcourfe, which was,

Thirdly, To difcover the Nature of univerfal Love by the
Fruits and Effeés of it ; which being * too many in Number
to be here confider’d diftinctly, I fhall only mention two of
‘them at prefent.

The moft immediate Effe& of Love is Benevolence. This
Difpofition is of the fame Extent with the Parent of it,
opening and widening it felf to the utmoft Bounds of the
Creation. Whenever any one finds his Heart fo much ex-
panded, he muft needs enjoy a Pleafure beyond Expref-
dlion 5 an auguft, though not an amazing Pleafure; a Plea-
fure accompany’d with Majefty and Grandeur; a Pleafure
which feems to exalt a Man above his own Sphere, and
to place him far beyond Principalities and Powers; a Pleafure
{omewhat like that which we may imagine God enjoys in fur-
veying his moft amiable Attributes. But a further Pleafure
of unflinted Benevolence is, —— that whenever we depart this

3 See 3 Cor. Ch. xiii.

C Life,
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Life, we go out of the World with the fame Difpofition and
Affe@ions, which prevail among the Blefled in Heaven ; and
that therefore we are qualify’d to be Partakers with the Saints
in Light, and to enjoy all the Bleflings which make up the
Happinefs of that exalted State. This, I fay, is an additio-
nal, ineffable Pleafure, to thofe good and great Souls, that
their Hopes are full of Immortality. How faint and languid
then muft the Thoughts and Expectations of thofe be, who
have livid in a State of Indifference towards their Brethren?
And how dark and gloomy muft their Apprehenfions be, who
have fet themfelves in Oppofition to the Good and Welfare of
their Fellow-creatures? Whenever Death f{tares them in the
Face, their Confciences will accufe them of Rebellion againft
God, and their own Nature; mighty ‘Terrors muft furround
them, and an horrible Dread muft overwhelm them ; defpair-
ing of any Portion with the loving and merciful, they are
even in this Life deprefs’d and funk down by their own
Thoughts, to the horrid and difmal Regions which harbour
thofe Beings that are of the fame malignant and rancorous.
Temper with themfelves. A further Enlargement of our
Pleafure will be, that we fhall become Images and Mirrors of
the great Author of all Goodnefs, who, at our Saviour’s Na-.
tivity, proclaim’d by the heavenly Hoft, * Peace oz Earth,
Good-will towards Men,

But it may be demanded, What is the Nature of this Be--
nevolence {o applauded and recommended, and where is the
Definition of it, which we hop’d for and expeéted ? To which:
it may be remonftrated, that in this refpe Benevolence is
upon the fame Level with Love; it is, like this, uncapable
of any exaét Definition ; and therefore every Man muft be de~
fir'd to look into his own Breaft, to know what it is, and how
he is affe¢ted, when fuch a kind Difpofition. moves within:
him.. T could give you the fame Definition of it, that 4rj-
Jotle gives of Love, ——=That ® it is a willing or wifbing to:

& Luke xi. 14. & driffot. Rhet. Book II. Chap. iv,

any:
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any one thofe Things which be gosd. But then a Queftion of a
like Kind will return , What is willing or wifhing well to
others? To which it muft be anfwer'd, That the Decifion of
this Queftion entircly depends upon thofe Workings and
Movements which every one feels within himfelf, when he
truly wills and wifbes the Welfare of his Fellow-creatures: And
to defire a Definition of ’em, would be as unreafonable, as for
another to defire me to defcribe to him what are his own Per-
ceptions in any Cafe. Thele Affections, like Maxims of
Truth, are better and more intimately known to us, than
any Defcription can poffibly make them; and though they
admit not of Demonftration, yet their Truth and Evidence
is more clear and certain, than any Thing that is capable of
being demonftrated. What is wanting in Definition, will be
made up in the Advantages arifing from it. And therefore
what was chiefly to be done on this Head, was to reprefent
the Ufefulnefs of this Difpofition; and by fome proper Mo-~
tives, to excite and ftir up in us this Benignity of Temper to-
wards our Brethren ; fuch as thefe, That it would make us’
like unto God, the Fountain of all Love and Goodnefs; that
it would afford our felves inexpreffible Pleafure ; and that
the Fruits and Effets of it would prove very beneficial to the
reft of Mankind; which is the third general Head of my Dif=
courfe,

But to do Juftice to the Truth of what I have afferted,
That Benevolence proceeds from Love, I muft, before I go
any further, {fpend a few Words in Confutation of a great
Philofopher, who fays, ¢ That * Benevolence feems to be
¢ the Principle or Beginning of Love or Friendfhip.” But
with all due Deference to this excellent Writer in many Ca-
fes, I think he here miftakes the Effect for the Caufe, and the
Caufe for the Effe&t. ’Tis undoubtedly right, that where-
ever true Benevolence is, there is likewile Love ; and yet it
by no means follows, that Benevolence is the Source of Love.

8 driffotle’s Ethicks to Nicomachus, Book IX. Chap, v.
C 2 | By
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By the fame Argument it may be inferr'd as ftrongly, that
Love is the Caufe of Benevolence; becaufe where-ever true
Love is, there certainly is Benevolence. It is very fure,
think, that Love is the Spring of Benevolence ; not for the
abovefaid Reafon, but by the Nature and Courfe of Things.
This may be made clear, by putting a familiar Queftion ;
Whether we love becaufe we are benevolent, or are benevo-
lent becaufe we love? The Decifion is obvious; that our Be-
nevolence is the Confequence of our Love, but our Love is
not the Confequence of our Benevolence. And this holds
good in whatever View our Love is placed, and whatever is
the Occafion or Object of it. This may be fufficiently illu-
ftrated by one fingle Inftance. The natural Love of Parents
is the Caufe of their Good-will and Benevolence to their Chil-
dren ; but it cannot be faid on the contrary, that their Good-
will to their Children is the Caufe of their natural Love. Let
any one try this Matter in any other Inftance ; and upon Exa~
mination, I dare fay, he will find, that Benevolence is a de-
sivative, and not an original Affetion of human Nature.

III. As Benevolence proceeds from Love, {0 Beneficence or
Charity is deriv’d from Benevolence, and flows as naturally
from it, as Streams run from their Fountains, or Rays of
Light dart from the Sun; and by Coniequence is a Mediate,
tho’ not an Immediate Effet of Love. Never was any one
known to bear a thorough good will to his Brethren, who did
not exert it on the firft Occafion to the beft of his Power and
Abilities. A ready Mind carries a Mun a great way, and when:
that Readinels {prings from true Benevolence and Love unfeign-
ed, nothing but an utter Inability or Impoffibility can prevent:
the gracious Effeés of it. Whoever has a real Tendernefs for:
thofe of his own kind, and in whomioever a benevolent Dif~
pofition prevails in its juft extent and latitude; we may. as.
affuredly depend wupon his Charity to his diftrefs’d Brethren,
as that he will quench his Thirft or appeaie his Hunger when
thofe craying Appetites call upon him for Satisfaction.. And.

this,,
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this, God be thanked, we find to have been the Cafe of the
many charitable Endowments and Benefations which fo much
abound in this Auguft City. A Recital whereof will raife no-
bler Sentiments, and more effe¢tually recommend them to the
Imitation of others, than any thing that I can prefume to offer
on this Occafion.?

After reading thefe Reports, I believe we may fairly chal-
Jenge any City in the Univerfe to parallel thefe Benefactions;
fo well contriv’d and fo remarkably conducive to relieve the
eompaffionable Cafes, Neceflities and Circumitances of many
of our Brethren. In the Places juft now mention’d, under
Gods Blefling the Sick are heal’d, the Lepers are cleans’d, the-
Xame are reftor’d to the Ufe of their Limbs, and the Luna-
tick to their Senfes; the Idle Vagrant is made ufeful to him-
felf and his Country ; the Lewd and Pilfering are correéted in-
to good Manners, and taught to earn their Livelihood by ho--
neft and affiduous Labour ; the Ignorant are inftruéted ; and:
the Youth have fuch an Education given them, as may make
them ufeful, fome one way, and {fome another, in almoft all
Stations of Life. Suitable to fuch great and glorious Defigns,,
is the Magnificence of thofe Buildings which contain thefe {e-
veral forts of People. A Magnificence becoming the Gran-
deur and Majefty of this ancient and opulent City; this
City, which is far exalted above all others, not by Pride and
Oftentation, but by good Works, and Deeds of Charity.

But notwithftanding this large and laudable Munificence;
beyond the Example of former Ages, yet it appears by the
Reports of thefe feveral Charities, that their annual Revenues
fall much fhort of their conftant Expen-:,ﬂs And no wonder
it fhould be {0, confidering the exceeding great Multiplication.
of Mankind fince thefe Charities were firft eftablih’d ; and
eonfequently the more numerous Applications for a Share in
thofe Charities. This one Thing, without defcending to:

a Here was a Rehearfal of the Reports of the feveral HosP1TAL s and Lo v po n--
WorkuousE; which, for the Satisfation of the Publick, are now Annex'd, as an:
Appendix to this Difcourle.

ather
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other Particulars, creates a growing Charge upon thefe En-
dowments, and almoft every Day prefents them with frefh Ob-
je&ts of Pity and Commiicration. Therefore without volun-
tary Gifts, and cafual Benefactions, thefe Charities muft ei-
ther fink, or elfe fall much beneath the Greatnefs and Ampli-
tude of their original Defign. But confidering the great Ad-
vantage that accrues to the World in general, as well as to
this Nation in particular, by fuch Benefactions; and confi-
dering at the fame time the tender and chriftian Compalflion
of fome wealthy People towards the unfortunate Part of Man-
kind; I make no doubt but that the Revenues of thofe Places
will daily increafe and abound more and more, till they be en-
tirely perfeted and compleated. Whoever contributes to
thefe great Works, will have the Bleflings of the prefent Age,
and of all Pofterity; and whenever he leaves this World, he
will enjoy the greateft Bleflings of Heaven.

Whilft T am upon this Topick, I cannot forbear remarking,
that moft of thefe good Works feem to be Imitations and Re-
{emblances of our Saviour’s Miracles ; which, though defign’d
for Teftimonies of his divine Miffion, were made fubfervient
to the Good of Men, by relieving {feveral of their Wants, Ne-
ceflities and Miferies with which they were afflicted. This
is an indifputable Evidence to me, that thefe charitable De-
figns were form’d and carry’d on under the Influence of the
Chriftian Religion. And as this glorious City has ever hither-
to been renown’d for its great Love, and conftant Adherence
to Chriftian Truth; fo I make no doubt but that, by the
Blefling of God, and the joint and earneft Endeavours of good
Men, it will in all future Generations continue in the {fame
gracious Difpofition, and become the Praife of the whole
Earth, and the Darling of Heaven.

And I muft farther take Notice, that notwithftanding thefe
and other numberlefs Advantages arifing from Chriftianity,
daily Endeavours are us’d to ftifle and {fupprefs the benign In-
fluences of this, and all other Religion, by Men of wicked

Deyvices,
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Devices, an infidel Generation, a Generation that have not
fet their Hearts aright, and who are {o far from cleaving fted-
faftly to God, that they are in aftual Rebellion againft him,
and are daily blafpheming his Honour and Glory. Whilft
thefe Efforts are carrying on to deprive us of our Religion,
and its Advantages, ? it is not only reafonable, but a piece of
firi& Juftice, that in licu of it, they fhould make a Return
to the World of fomewhat that will tend more to the true In-
tereft and Happinefs of it. FEvery fingle Man has an undenia-
ble Right to demand this of them; andif they either negled,
or are not able to anfwer this Demand to Satisfaction, they
muft be looked upon as the vileft of Impoftors, and treated as
the moft bitter and virulent Enemies of Mankind. Nothing
at all is offer’d of this kind, but fome general Hints and Ex-
preflions of the Law of Nature, which they feem to under-
ftand juft as well as they underftand the Golpel of Jefus Chrift..
They appear to me to have nothing {fo much in View as a le-
velling Scheme, in order to reduce their Fellow-Creatures to:
the utmoft Mifery and Confufion. Inftead of inftruting;
Youth in found Knowledge, they are endeavouring to corrupt
their Underftanding, and to infufe into their Minds Principles.
entirely fubverfive of all good Practice; inftead of exhorting
Men to Repentance for paft Iniquities, they are encouraging
them to continue in the Purfuit of them with a boundlefs Li-
cenfe, and to carry them on to the utmoft Extent of Difo-
bedience ; inftead of imprefling the Sacrednefs of an Oath,,
(one of the greateft Bands and Ligaments of Juftice and
human Society, ) they are contending that there is no Re-
ligion, and therefore no Guilt in the moft deteftable Perjuries;
inftead of relieving the Wants of their Brethren, and fuccour-
ing them in their Diftrefles of all Sorts, they are conftantly
weakening the moft prevailing Motives, which excite our
Charity and Beneficence towards them; inftead of promoting

2 See the Lord Bifhop of Coventry and Litchfield’s Introduction to his Vindication of.
the. Defence of Chriltianity, Page 11, to the End..
Truth,,



24 Univer(al Love.

Truth, of which they pretend to be the moft zealous Advo-
cates, they are ever fullying and oblicuring its Countenance,
te render it the more unamiable in the Sight of Men; far
from enlarging its Bounds, they have been dancing round in
a fairy Circle of Errors and Abfuxdities, for the courfe of fe-
veral Years paft; and inftead of advancing human Nature, are
deprefling it to a Level with the Beafts that perith, and confe-
quently depriving us of all our Hopes of a biefled Immorta-
lity. Bchold, my Brethren, the glorious Scheme, the noble
Syftem which is defign’d to be {ubftituted in the room of true
Religion. Thefe are the brave Things for which, with parallel
Impudence and Stupidity, one of thefe Men has lately publifh’d
an * Addrefs to this celebrated and religious City. I therefore
defire every rational and confiderate Man to lay his Hand up-

on

3 T hint here at a Pamphlet lately addrefs’d to the two Sifter Cities of London and
Weftminfler. If any one ferioufly thinks that this Piece wants an Anfwer, I refer him to
the Lord Bithop of London’s Paftoral Letter to the fame Cities, where he will meet with
ample Satisfaction in every material Point in which his Lordfhip was concern’d. ' T fhall
make a few brief Obfervations upon the Addrefs, and its Author.

Firj#, It is dull and clumfy throughout, but moft particularly {fo, where the Author
fhould have fhewn the greateft Brightnefs and Vivacity. He talks fo infipidly of Ridi-
cule, and fo beavily of Pleafantry, that it is impoflible to forbear laughing whenever 2
Man thinks of him. And to compleat his Character, he has here twice quoted Horace
with the fame Juftnefs and Congruity, with which the Author of Free-thinking quoted
Cicers and other Writers; for which fee the Reverend Dr, Bemtley’s Anfwer to that
Book.

Secondly, This Writer {ays, That, wo dowbe, the Priefts of Baal tall'd much after this
Manner, when the Prophet [o bandfomely rally'd them and their Gods. So far is this from
being without Doubt, that there is not the IZal’c Footltep of it in the Place in which this
Faét is related, 1 Kings xviii. And this perhaps was the Realon why he fo warily de-
clin’d making even a bare Reference to this piece of Hiftory. After the Prophet Elijab
had reproach’d the Priefts of Baa/ with their God, ver/. 28. they cry'd aloud, (notagainit
Elijab, but to Baal) and cut themfelves, after their Manner, f&'f!; Knives and Lancets,
&c. But he goes ftill further, and tells us the very Words which they utter’d on oceafion
of Elijak’s mocking them ; wiz. This is treating Religion after a fportful, unferions, ludi-
crous, and reproachfid Manner. 1 would willingly know from whence he had this piece
of Hiltory ; if he can produce no antient Authority for it, Men may jultly look upen it
as a downright Forgery ; and then it will ftand upon the fame Footing with Mr. #solffon’s
modern Fewifb Tale of the Chicf Prig/Ps being intrufted with the %‘ower of fealing our
Saviour's Sepulchre.

Thirdly, Becaufe God in a metaphorical Senfe is faid 2o Jaugh at fome Men, and bave
them in Derifion, this Author, in his own way of Reafoning, muft infer, that all Laxgh-
&ér 18 Ridicule; that God makes ufe of Ridicule in Matters of Contreverfy, and confe-

quently
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en his Breaft, and to weigh impartially with himfelf, what are
the natural and unavoidable Confequences of the Principles and
Endeavours of thefe Deformers of Mankind. Where, at this
Rate, will there be any Room ? for Juftice, Mercy, or any other
Thing which tends to promote the publick Welfare. Are thefe
the Things which make for Peace, and accompany Salvation ?
No. In this Scheme of Things every one, from the Prince on
the Throne, down to the Beggar, who is forc’d to crouch down
upon the Dunghil, may, in their feveral Turns, be moft grie-
voully diftrefs’d. I further defire Men to confider, what will
become of the numerous Off-{pring of Thoufands of poor Peo-
ple, who are liberally fupported and educated by Chriitian
Charity. The Fate of thofe helplefs Creatures muft be to
turn Vagrants, or to become fomewhat far worfe than we
care to imagine. O wretched and infufferable Projet! Wor-
thy are thy Authors to reccive a juft Recompence of Reward
for {uch pernicious Inventions.

And now I ftand amaz'd, and find my felf at a lofs to ima-
gine, what thefe Men really mean by all thefe Efforts. I
have fometimes thought, that notwithftanding their {feeming
Zecal for mere Perfonal, in Oppofition to a publick Efablifl’d
Religion, they may be ® Factors for Popery, and Penfioners
to his Holinefs, or fome other Papal Powers, who would re-
joice to {ee us brought into that Confufion which thefe Mif-

quently that Men are authoriz'd to do the fame; which nothing but the utmoft Igno-
rance, join'd to the utmolt Prophanenefs, could prevail with a Man to argue.

. Fourthly, He aflerts Ridicule to be a Criterion, by which People are belt able to judze
of the Truth of Opinions. I never heard before, that the Method of arguing, and the
Rule by which Men are determin’d whether that arguing is jult and true, is one and the
fame Thing, as it mult be by this Writer's Method of Reafoning ; which is jult the fame
as to fay, that meafurinz any Thing by a Feot or Yard, is the very fame with the Foot or
Yard it {elf. Behold the profound Philofophy of this Pretender to Free-thinking ! What
great Difcoveries of all Kinds may we not expeét from one, who does notfo much as
know what a Criterion is? I will venture to fay, this isa true Criterisr whereby to judge
of this Man’s Talents and Abilities.

3 From Men of thefe Principles, there is nothing to be expeéted, but the Honefty of
Hales and Kinnerfley, and the Mercies of Huggins and Bambridge.

‘s See Pag. 265, 266, 267. of the Vindication of the Civil Eftablifhment of Religion,
written by the Learned and Judicious Dr. Rogers, who is now receiving the Fruits of his
pious Labours from God, in whofe Caufe he was conftantly engag’d, and whofe Truth he
evzr moft faithfully and frenuoufly defended.

D creants
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creants feem to drive at. If this be not the Cafe, thougls
there is no Impoflibility that it fhould be fo, then we may
further conjecture, that they are doing Mifchief for Mifchief’s
Sake 5 which is the moft wretched Charater that can be given
of rational Beings, and which will enable every one, exclufive
of any Directions from others, to pronounce without Hefitatis
on, whofe Ambaffidors they are, and whofe deftru&tive De-
figns they are promoting. I very well know what I am to ex-
peét from this Set of Men. 'They will probably fuggeft, that
thefe are railing Accufations, and that I am poffels’d with the
Spirit of Perfecution. 1f calling for Juftice upon heinous Of=
fenders is Perfecution, and a feafonable Declaration of Truth
is Detra&tion, then I willingly own my felf guilty of both.
But I am {o far from valuing what thefe Men fay, that with
me their Praifes are Reproaches, and their Reproaches are Pa=-
negyricks. 1 fhall never defire any one to {peak well of me,
who is always opening his Mouth againft Heaven, and inveigh-
ing againft my God, and my Redcemer. Whoever cares not
for God, will never pay any due Regard to Men; and how=
ever fairly at fome Junctures, and on fome Occafions, he may
befpeak the Candor of others, you may depend upon it that
it is nothing but meer Deceit and Rottennefs. I am fo far
from being afbam’d of the Gofpel of Chriff, that it is my Sup-
port, and my Glory, as being the Power of God unto Salva-
tion: And howlfoever it may, for the enormous Wickednefs
of this, or any other Nation, forfake its prefent Habitation;
yet it will ftill fubfift in fome other Regions more fufceptible
of its Truths, and better difpos’d to pay Obedience to its
Commandments. The Gates of Hell will never prevail againft
ity and God will have a Church upon Earth, in defpite of
the united Malice of Men and Devils to the contrary.

If neither of the former Conjectures hits the Cafe of thefe
Men, then I muft in Charity fuppofe, that they are Jefide
themfelves, there being feveral notorious Symptoms of the
Crazinefs of their Heads, and the DPerver fion of their Intelle-

¢uals, But 1 can affure the World, that oo much Learning
has
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has not made them Mad, notwithftanding the great Pains they
have taken to load their Writings with heaps of 2 Quortations.
In Purfuance therefore of this charitable Conjeture, I would
propofe it as an A& of Compaflion tothem, and as a Matter
of Advantage to the Publick, to ereét a convenient Build-
ing, under proper Regulations, for the Reception of thefe poor
YLunaticks, that a due and fufficient Care may be taken of
them, and that the Malady may be prevented from {pread-
ing any further. But I fhall humbly leave this ufeful Pro-
je& to the Wifdom of the Legiflature, and of this great
City. Till fuch a prudent Provifion is made, or till fuch
adequate Punifthments are inflicted, as will put a ftop to their
repeated Blafphemies, and to many other of their impious
Outrages againft God, and againft bis Chriff, 1 fhall heartily
pray in the Spirit of Chriftian Love, that the Father of Com-
paflion, and the Author of all Comforts, would give them
Repentance to the Acknowledgment of the Truth, as it is in
Jefus: And I fhall at all times befeech the Divine Majefty 7o

* For Quotations, {ee thofe Jeaden and Zumpift Performances, the Grounds, and Scheme of
Literal Propbecy, &c. where the Senfe and Drift of almolt every Writer are cither mifun-
derftood, perverted, or mifapply’d. Under which Accufation likewife falls the Bla/pbemer
-of our Saviour and his Miragles, who contends that the ancient Fathers of the Church
‘look’d upon Fefus’s Miracles as merz Allegories; that is, in plin Englih, deconright Fa-
bles 5 whereas they, Good Men, under a firm Perfvafion, and undoubted Affurance of the
literal T'ruth of thofe Miracles, rais'd ind built-upon them, as upon a f{ure and folid Foun-
dation, many and various Allegories, in order to fpiritualize Mens Minds, and to call off
their Thoughts from the Confideration of prefent ‘Things, to thole glorious Things
which are to come in another World. A very honeflt and worthy Defign, a Defign be-
coming Men profefing Godlinefs, and which would have prov'd very ufeful, if they had
not given too great an Indulgence to this way of Writing. The Author jult now hinted
at, to prove his Pofition, abounds with Quotations out of the Fathers, every one of
“which will be particularly confider’d; and in a fhort time, his Allegation of them be pub-
lickly confuted by the Lord Bithop of St. David’s, to the Confufion of this Author and
‘his Confederates, if they have yet any Shame left among them. The only Benefit that I
«can find from their numerous Quotations is, that now and then a bright Paflage of an In-
genious Author is fome Relief to a Man, who undertakes the Drudgery of reading what
is really the genuine Produion of thefe Writers. Whillt I was perufing the dddrefirs,
Attempt upon Ridicule, 1 had, to my great Comfort, this Reliel’ from two or three Cita-
tions I met with there. And now thefe Men may take hold of me, if they pleafe, and
“teaze and infult me from the Prefs, as one of them impudently threaten'd a Right Reverend
Prelate. See the Dedication to the Lord Bithop of St. Devid’s, prefix’d to the Blafphe-
-mer's third Difcourfe on our Savious’s Miracles, ' :

b a have
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have Mercy npon all Jews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticks; and:
to take from them all Ignorance, Hardnefs of Heart, and Con-
tempt of his Word; and to fetch them bome to his Flock, to be
fav’d among the Remnant of the true Ifraclites; and to make
them one Fold, under one Shepherd, Fefus Chriff our Lord: To
whom with the Father, and Holy Spirit, Three Perfons, and
one God, be afcrib’d, as is moft due, all Praife, Honour and:
Glory, both now and for evermore. _4men.

B R ACH A,

Page 13. Line 28. inflead of under, read under it.
Lage 22. Line 21. inflead of their Wants, read the Wants.

Tbe Reader is defir'd to correét thefe, of any other Errata’s be meets with.
in perufing this Difcourfe.
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A True REPORT of the great Number of Foor
Children, and other Foor Feople, maintaiw'd in the
fewveral HospiTavrs, under the Fious Care of the
Lorp~MAavor, Commonalty, and Citizens of the

Gity of L oNDON, the Year laft pafl.

Curist’s HospiTarL,

==HILDREN put forth Apprentices, and Difclrarged out

& of ChrifP's Hofpital the Year laft paft 107; Nin2 whereof
NER] being inftructedinthe MATHEMATICKsS and NAv:
(E3M G A T 10 N, were placed forth Apprentices to Commanders 107
et (A8 of Ships, out of the- Mathematical-School Founded by
L el his late Majelty King CHA RL Es the Second of Blefled
Memory. - 2

Children Buried the Year laft paft —_— — —

Children now remaining under the Care and Charge of the faid Holfpiral,
which are kept in the Houfe and at N arfe ellewhere 916, and 134 newly ad- 107Q
mitted, amounting in all to . .

The Names ofall which are Regifter’d in the Books kept in the faid Hofpital, and
are to be feen, asalfowhenand whencethey were admitred.

That the Revenue of the Hofpital having greatly fuffered by {everal dreadful Firesin
and about Lozdon, and otherwife, and the Governors having been at vaft Expencea
for Accommodating poor Orphans, in Purchaling and Building of convenient Houfes,
or Nurferies, at Hertfordand Ware for their Receprion, and inmaintaining of Mafters,
Uthers, and other proper Offices there ;: And the Hofpital’s Revenue, withoutr Cafual
Benefactions, hein[g not fufficient to defray thegreat Charge of maintaining {o large a
Number as at prefent they do; yetdivers other poor Orphans, for whom continual
Applications are made, and who are real Objecls, and fuffer great Hardthips, might be:
provided for by further Donations: It istherefore much to be hoped, and wifhed for,
that in regard to 2 Work fo Charitable, Ufeful, and Commendable ; being for the
Relief of Neceflitous Orphans and Infants, the Advancement of Chriftian Religion,
the Good of the Kingdom, and more particularly of this great City of London, All
Charitable and Worthy Good Chriftians will readily and liberally Contribute to the Sup-
portand Engouragementof {0 good and piousa Work.,

52. B AR



St. BaArTHoroMEw's HosprTAL.

Here have been Cured and Difcharged from St. Bartholomew’s -
Hofpital the Yearlaft paft, of Wounded, Maimed, Sick, and Difealed

Perfons, out of this great City, and other Parts of his Majefty’s Domini-
onsand Foreign Parts 4150, many of rhem relieved with Money and other 4150
NecefTaries to accommodate and {upport them in their Return to their feveral
‘Habirations. - -

Buried this Year, after much Charge intheir [llnefs . 2%0

Remaining under Cure atthe Charge of the faid Hofpital = = = 498

This Hofpital being lately enlarged by the Building of Three new Wards, doth now
Entertain a much greater I\K1mbcruf Patiefits than ever fince the Foundation; but yet
is not largeenough to Receive near the Number of thofe poor infirm People who daily
apply there for Relief, and therefore that this {o Ufefula Charity to tke Kingdom in ge-
neral, andthisgreat City in particular, may bethe more Exten{ive; ic is the earneft De-
fire of the Governorsthereof, further to enlarge the Same, as alfo to rebuild fuch Part
thereof, as thro’ Age is become ruinous. But the conftant annual Charge of Maintain-
ing and Relieving the great Number of Patiets now in the Hofpital, much exceedin
theannual Revenue thereof, the charitable Affiftance and Contribution of all well-dif-
pofed Perfons are humbly defired to enable the Governorstofupport the prefent Charity,
and to undertake and compleat {o good and pious a Work, as making the fame more Ex-
tenfive, and thereby preferving the Lives of {o many miferable People; who would
otherwife perith, were it not for the Relief which, by the Blefling of God, they
daily receive from the faid Hofpital.

St. Tuomas’s Hosprrax.

HeR E have been Cured and Difcharged from St.Thomas’s Hofpital
in Southwark, thislaftyear, of Wounded, Maimed, Sickand Difea- |

{ed Perfons 4960, many of whom have been relieved with Money and Ne-% 4960

cefTaries at their Departure toaccommodateand fuppott them in their Journie

to their feveral Countries and Habitations e “
Buried from thence this Year, after much Charge in their Sicknefs 259
Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the faid Hofpital 613

So that there are, or have been this Year, of poor miferable Objeéts under
the Care of the faid Hofpital, and defticute of other proper Cure, in all—-} F952
Much of the Revenue of this Hofpiral hath been deftroyed by feveral dteadful Fires
in London and Parts adjacent ; andthe Buildingsof this Hofpital being grown very old
and ruinous, and unfit for the Reception of the Poor, the Governors thereof, with
their own Money, lately rebuilt the fame, with fuch Enlargements, that it is capable of
‘receiving a very great Number of Patients more than it ever before cculd fince the
Foundarion ; and befides the great Enlargements in the Rebuildings, there hath been
new-erected an addirional Building, with Conveniences for above One Hundred Per-
fons more : But the yearly Revenue of the faid Hofpital being not near fufficient to
anfwer the conftant Charge, thz Charitable Affittance and Contribution of all weli-
difpofed Perfons are earneilly recommended, and moft huthbly defired for enabling
the Governors (in compliance wich the Neceflities and Petitions of the Poor) to pro-
: vide




8

vide for their Relief and Cures in the faid Hofpital, to the utmoft Extent of the pres
{ent Accommodarions there.

Bripewer HosprTAlrL.

_other indigent and miferable People, all which havehad Phyfick, and

REGE 1vED thislaft Year into the Hofpital of Bridewell, Vagrantsand %

fuch other Relief, atthe Charge of the faid Hofpital, as their Neceffities 179
required . . . P
%\daintainedin thefaid Hofpiral, and brought up in divers Arts and Trades 84
atthe only Charge of the faid Holpical, Apprentices  » -
Berurem Hosprrar,
DM1TTE D into the Hofpital of Bethlem this laft Year, Diftracted
Men and Women. . . 87
Cured of their Lunacy, and Difcharged thence the faid Year, feveral ot 2

- which were Relieved with Cloathing and Money at their Departure

Diftracted Perfons Buried the laft Year,after much Charge beftowed upon
them in their Lunacy and Sicknefs . . — e

Now remaining in the faid Hofpital under Cure, and provided for with =
Phyfick, Dyet, and other Relief, at the Charge of the faid Hofpital ~~—— 7.

Befides which, divers Perfons who have been Cured in the faid Hofpital are provi-
ded with Phyfick, asOut-Patients, atthe Charge of the faid Hofpital, to prevent a Re-
turn of their Lunacy.

The Particulars of all which may be feenin the Booksof the faid Hofpital.

Thereare generally above 140 Diftracted Perfons maintained in the Hofpital of Bezb-
ey, and though new Patientsare from Time to Time admitted in the Room of thofe,
who, by the Blefling of God, are Cured and Difcharged; yet there are continual Ap-
plications made to the Governors for the Admiffion of others; and in order to make
Room for fuchas may probably be reftored to their Senfes, the Governors are obliged
to reject and turn out many, who, upon Examination, or after fome Time of Tryal,
appear tabe Incurable, and whofe Cafe is therefore the more Deplorable as to them-
felves, and often Dangerous to others.

Some Benefactions having been lately giventothe Governorsto beapplied to the Ufe
f Incurable Lunaticks, a Building is begun for that Purpofe, and fome Perfons are al-

dy admitted uponthat Eftablithment; and the Governorshave lately obtained a Grant
rom the City of an additional Piece of Ground in Moerfields, in order to enlarge the
me. Butinafmuch asthe Revenues of the faid Hofpital do not anfiwer the prefent
nnual Charges, there will be no Means of SupEorting an addirional Expence for Incu~-
ables, without the Contribution of charitable Perfons ; and this {eems to be the only
f'I?'?ES ARY CHARITY forwhichNo Provistoxn ismadeinthis Noble

A trae
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TonpoN WoRrREHOUSE.

A true Account (for the Year laft paft) of the Wor k-0 USE
in Bithopfgate-ftrect, eretled purfuant to an Al of Parlia-
ment made in the 13th and 14th Years of the Reign of King

Cuarves IL which Account endsthe 25th of March,1729.

p==t I [L DR EN inthe Houfe at Lady-day, 1728. 176
4| Since admitted —— — —_ 61

s R

A

NGl 237 38
I’r.ﬂsﬂ}_""' L ; et SR
Difcharged and put forth Apprent'ce, or toService infeveral good Families. 40
Buried e e e e —t iy (P g
Remaining at L;;;I_Jr'-:fa_}r, 1729. —_ — — — — 139

13};"—1 '

Thele are religioufly educated, accordingto the Ufage of the Church of England, i
and are employed in {pinning Wool, fewing and knitting: They are dieted and cloa= =
thed, and duly taken care of in Sicknefs. They are raught to read, write, and caft &
accompr, whereby they are qualified for Services and honeft Employments: And =
have Money given with them when put forth Apprentice, if Benefactors, or Free- -
mens Children of the City of London. 1

Note, The Smallnefs of the real Eftate belonging to this Houfe, and want of a fui-
table Supply, has prevented admitting Children in the ufual manner ; and the Under-"
taking is now reduced to great Streights and Necefities.

VHGP&BON DS, Beggars, pilfering and other young Vagrants, and}
; 756

iforderly Perfons, duly committed in the Year laft paft, weie 685, and

-1 remained at Lady-day, 1728. - o — ) R A )
Difcharged . . . 696
Buried 2 i re
Rcmaining.at me'y-da}', 1729.

Thefe Vagabonds, Beggars, ¢¢. have proper Relief, and are em loyed in beat="
ing Hemp, and wathing Linnen; whom by (%o-d’s Blefling, and thefe Means, have
been brought to a right fenfe of their Crimes; and many of them have reformeds
and ufed an honeft Induftry afterwards for their Livelihoods. ' B

Of the Children here educated fince the Year 1701, there hath been difcharged
and placed forth Apprentice to Officers of Ships, ‘to Trades, and to Services in fevera
od Families, ( befides thofe mentioned in the prefent Account ) One thoufand nigé
undred and fixty four; and within that time Fourteen thoufand five hundred an
eighty eight Vagabonds, Beggars, ¢i¢. { among which were feveral notorious

- poftors, pretending to belame, dumb and blind,) have beencommitted, and punifhed
with Canfinement and hard Labour, in the manner above-mentioned. e

God's Providence is our Inberitance.



