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IN IMITATION OF HORACE, ODE III. L. 111
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To the Right Honorable

GEORGE EARL OF ORFORD,

Lord Lieutenant of the County of NO R F O L K.

My Lord,

T is from a principle of gratitude, that I take this public

opportunity to acknowledge, what I never can forget, the
many favors conferred on me, by your Grandfather, Father,
and Self. But, it was from a principle of regard for the Liber-
ty of my Country, that I paid this deferved tribute of praife to
your truly patriot Grandfather : and it was from a principle of
abhorrence of the leaft appearance of adulation, that I chofe to
time it, after the deceafe of his Power.

Upon thefe principles, I {hall make no {feruple to advance
and maintain: That the great SIR ROBERT WALPOLE
laid the firm foundation of the glory and felicity of this NA~
TION, by effe@ually defeating and difabling, it was hoped and
expedted, for ever, all thofe notorioufly determined Enemies of
the Glorious Revolution, and Proteftant Succeflion, in the II-
luftrious Houfe of HANOVER. An Herculean Labor indeed !
as He found this COUNTRY at that Time circumftanced :
and which required Meafures, though Otherwife not to be Au-
thorifed ; yet, on this Great Occafion, abfolutely neceflary, and
fully juftified, on that perpetual political Principle: Ne quid
detrimenti capiat RESPVBLICA.

I expe this publication will be confidered, as a double of-
fence againft the common conftruction of that ever memorable

Maxim
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Maxim of One of the Seven Wife Men : Kaugoy yvidi. In cele-
brating a Minifter after the expiration of his power : and a Pa-
tron after the expiration of his life.  But, this at leaft may be
faid for it: how grofs foever the errors of it may be thought,
as to time 3 the Contents of it cannot but be confefied feafona-
ble, as to the Times. :

In the firlt excellent Inftitution of the MILITIA ; that
“Guardian of Liberty at home ; that Parent of Vi&ory abroad,
fo that it may truly be faid, America was conquered in Eng-
land : having had the honor to be appointed, quite unexpeé-
edly, on¢ of Your Deputy Lieutenants ; and named, as readily,
i Your firft Commiilion of the Peace, obtained for our Coun-
ty of NORFOLK ; I have great reafon to fubferibe myfelf,

Your Lordfhip’s
moft obliged, and

obedient fervant,

Queen-Square,
Jan. 3. 1765.

William Browne.
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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE
SITR . ROBERIE WAL P OL E

HE MINISTER refolv’d, and juft,
True to his KING’s, and COUNTRY’s truft,
Defies the Tyrant Faction :
Howe'er the many heads may f{tare,
Grown horrid, with a Gorgon air

Of general diftracion.

Not threatning BARNARD, who commands
The angry City’s furious bands,

And brandifhes her Dagger * :
Not thundring POULTNEY, tho” he awes
The Senate to defert his caufe,

His Steady Soul can ftagger.

Th’ impending Storm, that louder grows,
From fhrinking Friends, and {welling Foes,
Intrepidly he faces :
Untouch’d by guilt, he knows no fears,
And only Greater ftill appears, :
Divefted of his Places. Thus

BRI O DE I L] Bt FTE

VSTV M, ac tenacem prapcﬁff Virum
Non civium ardor prava jubentium,
WNon vultus inflantis tyranni
Mente quatit folida, neque Aufler
Dux inquieti turbidus Adriae,
Nec FVLMINANTIS MAGNA MANYVS IOV IS:
Si fraétus INLABATV R orbis,
Inpavidum FERIENT ruinae.

* The City arms.

(5 Hac
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Thus, SOMERS, for great fervice done,

Thus, MARLBOROUGH, for battles won,
Were by curft Faction treated :

Who now, quaff Ne&ar’s flowing tide,

With lov’d GODOLPHIN by their fide,
Cocleftially feated. :

Thus, our Deliverer WILLIAM rofe,
By oppofition of his foes,
To his Immortal Glory :
Thus, our Great GEORGE advanced to Famﬁ,
And ftill fhall have Old Steady’s name,
In Everlafting Story.

GEORGE thus addrefs’d his Brother GODS,
Aflembled in their bleft Abodes,
And BRITAIN’s Fate debating.
Long have the STUARTS ceas’d to reign,
Since JAMES's Priefts, and foreign Queen,
Drove on his Abdicating,
Soon

Hac arte Pollux, et vagus Hercules
Enifus arces attigit igneas :
KQuos inter Augufius recumbens
Purpureo bibit ore neftar.

Hac te merentem, Bacche pater, tuae
Vexere tigres, indocili jugum
Collo trabentes : hac Quirinus
Martis equis Acheronta fugit ;

Gratum elocuta confiliantibis
Lunone Divis., ILION, Ilion
Fatalis inceflusque judex,
Et mulier pfragrimz vertit
In pulverem
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Soon as he from the Church withdrew

His Grace, by folemn promife due,
And broke all Limitation :

His forfeit Crown, by juft Decree,

Was doom’d to WILLIAM, and to ME,
To fave a inking Nation.

The Bigot King fhall now no more

Hold commerce with Rome’s Scarlet Whore,
Nor back her Superftition :

No more fhall STUART’s p

BRITAIN’s credulity abufe,
While plotting her perdition.

d Houle

But, Foes fubdued my pity meet,

WILLIAM’s famed Boyne gave one defeat,
And my Dumblain another :

My Coward Coufin now I own,

Since SCOTLAND proves him JAMES’s Son,
Who’ever was his mother. Nay,

ex quo deflituit Deos
Mercede pacta Laomedon, mibi
Caflacque damnatum Minervae

Cum populo, et duce [raudulento.

Tam nec Lacaenae [plendet adulterae
Famofus bofpes : nec Priami domus
Perjura pugnaces Achivos
Heéloreis opibus refringit.
WNoftrisque ductum feditionibus
Bellum refedit.  Protinus et graves
Iras et invifum nepotem,

Troia quem peperit facerdos,
Marti redonabo.

g L7
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Nay, frauds* forgotten, I'm content,

He thould be rank’d in right defcent :
Let but the Britith Ocean

Still roar between his Sons and Mine,

And let the Royal Exiles reign,
Where they can find promotion.

Since Tyranny has met its fate,
And Liberty, in Church, and State;
Now triumph o’er its ruin :
BRITAIN thall ftand moft truely GREAT,
And fee her Foes bow at her feet,
For Peace moft humbly fuing.

Her Fleets thall all around proclame

To fartheft thores her dreaded name,
In peals of Britith Thunder :

Crofs from the Old World to the New,

Their Sails fhall flie, her Fame perfue,
And fill both Worlds with wonder.

Tllum ego lucidas
Inire fedes, ducere neftaris
Succos, et adfcribi quietis
Ordinibus patiar Deorunr.

Dum longus inter ﬁ:ewfzzﬁ Tlion
Romamgque pontus y qualibet exfules
In parte regnanto beari :

Duuin Priasmi Parf.-:lefgﬂe bueflo
Infultet armentum, et catulos ferae
Celent inultae; flet Capitolinm

Fulgens, triumphatisque poffit

Roma ferox dare jura Medis.
Horrenda late nomen in ultimas
Extendat oras; qua medius liguor

Secernit Europen ab Afro,
RQua tumidus rigat arva Nilus :
* Sulpicions of Suppofititious birth, &c. Burnet’s Hiftory.

Nor

Auriem
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Nor fhall fhe feek for Golden Mines,
That bafe allay to Great Defigns,
That ftain to the vi&orious :
Should Heroes,after acions bold,
Turn Mifers, and now thirft for Gold,
How muft they fall inglorious !

No Bounds fhall check her conquring Arms,
Whenever a juft Caufe alarms,

And Wrongs are to be righted :
Nor {corching Suns, nor freezing Poles
Shall bar my Britons daring Souls,

When once to War excited,

But thefe Great Things, that I relate,
Can onely be her Glorious Fate,

On this exprefs Condition ;
That with Falfe Zele no more fhe burns,

No more to STUARTS Race returns,
And papal Impofition,

Aurum inrepertum, et fic melius fitum
Dum terra celat, j}rerﬁere fortior,
Quarm cogere bumanos in ufus
Omne facrum rapiente dextra.

Quicumque mundo terminus obfitit
Hunc TANGAT armis, vifere geftiens
Qua parte debacchentur ignes,
.szﬂ nebulae pluviique rores..

Sed bellicofis fata Quiritibus
Hac lege dico : ne nimium pii.
Rebusque fidentes, avitae
Tecta velint reparare Trofae.

To

Trojae
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To raife again that hated Line,

Should €’er a trait’rous fa&ion join,
Grown mad with too much freedom :

Again my Pow’rs fhall take the field,

Again the coward Chiefs {hall yield,
And Treafon’s ax behead ’em.

Thrice thou’d Rebellion rear her head,
With front of brafs, but heart of lead,
Still bent upon Reftoring :
Before my Sons thrice {hall fhe flie,
Thrice at their feet, in vain, fhall lie
* Wives for their Lords imploring.

But, whither would the Mufe afpire ?
Forbear to tune the merry lyre
To themes paft thy attaining :
For, to attempt in humble Odes,
The A&s of Heroes, Speech of Gods,
At beft, is but prophaning.

Trojae renafcens alite lugubri
Fortuna trifti clade iterabitur,
Ducente viflrices catervas
Conjuge me Iovis et Jorore.

Ter [i refurgat murus aeneus
Auétore Phocbo, ter pereat meis
Excifus Argivis : ter uxor
Capta virum puerosque ploret.

Non hoc jocofae conveniet lyrae:
Quo, mufa, tendis 2 define pervicax
Referre fermones Deorum, et

Magna modis tenuare parvis.

* Lady Derwentwater, in rebs 1715,

FL NSl 5S:



COMMENTARIOLVM.

D EN hanc unanimis criticorum confenfus ad coelum ufque adeo extulit, ut hu-

jusce poétae, cujus ingenium, mens divinior, atque os magna fonans notiffima fu_nt,
reliquis omnibus {ublimior, ac omni laude major habita fuerit: etiam dum veram ejus
mentem, tam admirabili arte ab Augufto cef)atam, relitamque acri {ui ipfius judicio
eruendam, ne unus quidem eorum vel leviffime fubodoraverit. Illam autem cum pof-
tea tandem fagaciflimus vir*, Tanaquillus Faber, luce meridiana clarius illuftraverit,
eo ufque laudatus eft, ut dubium ferio ftatuerit Dacierius ®, infignis ille judex, vy ef
ne vix quidem Soceri nomine corrumpendus: Virum carminis artifici, an interpreti
mafor babendus fit honor. 1d certum eft ; quantumcumque fublimia poctices ornamen-
ta, quae in ejus fabrica ubique nitent, admiremiir : poétac tamen confilium, "{udicium,
artificium, quae ab interpretatione elucidantur, poftquam per tot fecula delituerant,
non poflumus non magis adhuc magisque admirari. Baxterus ¢ equidem nofter, Pe-
trum Rodellium fecum una folum, contra alios omnes, fentientem fequutus, ejusque
veluti magiftri in verba juratus, haec ipfa repetit.  Fabulam de transferendo ab Au-
gufto Ilium imperio, e cerebello fuo commentus ¢ft Tanaquillus Faber. Quocirca, de du-
umviratu ifthoc id veri ftilo Bentleiano enunciari poflit: Non omnibus a natura datusm
eft habere oculum. uinimo, fi forfan ultro conniveat prior, ut vere fabulofam illam,
quam e cerebello fuo certifime commentus eft ipfe, Augufti fcilicer cum Antonio
comparationem fubftitueret; tum competit ei notflimum illud : Caccutit is maxime

ui volens caecutit.

FVLMINANTIS MAGNA MANVS IOVIS] Qui non fentit quanto {uavius
haec fonent, quam illa, ut prius edita, fulminantis magna loevis manus ; cum criticorum
principe Bentleio? facile credam, quod ei non a natura datum ¢ff babere aurem. In
exemplo novo, finem coronat, ut deber, magna fonans vox, Jsvis: in veteri, poft hanc
{equitur mifere claudicans vox, manus. Praeterea quod, in fyntaxi lyrica pulcherrimus
eft ordo, ubi ériSeroy verfum ducit, nomenque fuum claudit. Quis enimad finem primae,
Bublimi feriamvertice fidera:. aut, Iracunda Iovem fulmina ponere, ad finem tertiae lege-
ve maluerit? Ecce autem iterwm Baxterus, et eff mibi faepe vecandus ad partes : qui
Bentleium haud levius quam Fabrum laceflens, incufans® eum fanto cum molimine et
pompa, collatis emnium temporum exemplaribus, Horatium magis eppreffifle, quam ador-
mgﬂg ; allerit awrd fieae prius editam lectionem magis placere. Quin mala certe avi, contra
duos tam praeclaros viros militat hic Thrafo : cui aptiflime dici potuit,quod, in fimili olim
comparatione, ranae frufra fe inflant di€tum fuit: Non ff te ruperis, par eris. Neque
revera hunc rumpi deluiffer quifquam : cum nee Jex eff juflior uifa, quam poética illa.

Rumpatur, quisquis rumpitur invidia.
Ex inaequali hoc certamine effugit equidem vivus; fed faucius adeo, {enfibusque prae-
cipuis privatus : ut palam iple oftenderir, ibi non a natura datum effe babere vel au-
yen, vel oculum,

FERIENT] Verum ne vafes nofter Jyricus, celebre hoc carmen fuum canens, dum,
Sfublimi feriat fidera vertice, fupra critices {phaeram e Bérovs, pennis non bomini datis,
adfcendifle videretur: nil miri, fi vocem faltem unicam nigro carbone notare volueric
criticorum magni nominis uterque, Dacierius, et Sanadonus. Priori £ igitur vifa eft vox,
Jferient, debilis admodum atque impar omnino iftum defignare horrendum, quem im-
menfae iftae fracti orbis rutnae neceflario minarentur. Edito autem rurfus diu pof
tea libro fuo, habemus hunc ipfum refipifcentem et confitentem reum, quod praepro-
pere accufationem iftam inftitwerat: cum forfitan debili hac voce confulto uti maluerit
Horatius, ut alteram illam, impavidum, tanto fortiorem faceret. Quinetiam hanc refipif~

4 Tan, Fabri Epift. lib, ii, 43. ™ Dacier. Hor.ad lee. ¢ Baxt. Hor. ad loc, 4 Bentl, Hor. ad loc,
¢ Baxt. Hor, in praef,  f Dacier. Hor, ad loc,

centiam,



12 COMMENTARIOLVM.

centiam, atque deletam accufationem, non modo approbavit pofterior 2, verum eti-
am de fuo fenfom plenius pulchriusque explicavit ipfe, locum hunc in modum inter-
pretatus.  Iuftum ac tenacem propofiti virum immenfa fraéti erbis fruffa in caput in-
labentia non deficient aut obruent, fed, fi qua Poﬁrz!, leviter modo afficient, ferient : ni-
bl illum movebunt maxime borrendae ruinae, amimi tranquillitate cedere nefcia gauden-
tery, inpavidum,  Quam quidem ex Horatii manu depictam Stoicae fortitudinis tabulam,
quis non negaverit ab alio quovis pictore vel exfaperari, vel exaequari poffe?

TANGAT] Exemplo, inquividem, omnino buic finnle dat ille ipfe Dacierius, ad ver-
fum 54. Q}_!icumque mundo terminus obiftitit, Hunc tangat armis, Ferbum tangat, quod
prima facie debile videtur, penitius perfpectum perpolito Romanorum praecenio fungi in-
venitur, dum mira arte denotet facilitatem, gua vidlorias fuas vel ad extremos mundi
terminos perfequi potuerint., Adjici debuit, mea quidem fententia, tam notae ornamen-
to, quam firmamento, gloriofum illud, quod a Caefare de una fua viftoria renunciatum
erat, de omnibus aurem pariter verum : Feni, vidi, vici. Inde vero infeliciter contra
criticam patet, eodem iplo argnmento quo defenditur vos, fangat, damnari id omne
quod voci, ferient, objicitur.  Ni/ fuit unguam fic impar fibi.

INLABATVR] Verum enimvero, cam Sanadonus Dacierium ex ore fuo dvroxaral-
spirov exhibuerit, ejusque errorem tam aperte oftenderit : ecquis credideric illum ip-
fum, eodem temporis momento, eodem oris fpirity, in eundem incidere pofle ; et nau-
fragium facere in eum feopulum, quem quafi digito jam nunc monftraverit : nifi forte
aequum efle judicaverit, ut parem in errando fortem experiretur criticorum fratrum
par nobile? 1d ipfum tamen tibi, reverende pater, inaufpicato accidifle et video, et
doleo: magisque adhuc dolerem, nifi meminerim hoc omne effe humanum. Vix enim
lata, nec tamen iniqua, in fratrem fententia, {tatim haec adjicis, Potiori jure repre-
hendi poturt verbum, illabatar, quod magis defignat motum lentum ‘et imperceptibilem,

uam rapidum ac violentwn. I-Z:ret culpa, inquis, compenfatur, non mode emphaft, ‘quam
itera A repetita efus promunciation: pracbet, verum etiam reliquis iftis voctbus, fraftus
orbis, et, ruinae, quas fecum fociatas habet. Ipfa etiam vocis lmgitude animum inducit
aptam fibi fingere ideam m?ﬁc&nfs vafforum illorunt corporum, querum ruinae, tanta ex
altitudine decidentes, non poffint non emne quod occurrerit funditus obruere. Sunt haec,
fateor, pulcherrima culpae conjectae excufatio. Sed fruftra omnia: cam nulla fit cul-
E contra, ob eam ipfam rationem qua culpa vocatur, dici potius debuit: O guan-
¢a fpecies eft! Enimvero,  ipfe, critice illuftris, jam in tribunali fedens, triumphans-
ue pro merito, quod duas voces debiles propofito fuo maxime accommodas, ideoque
ortiffimas modo pronunciaveris; tecum certe iterum atque Werum animo reputare, €k
quaerere debuifti: annon haec rertia etiam vox debilis, illa ipfa debilitate, Horatii
mentem tanto fortius expreflerit? Neque fane poftulaverit haec quaeftio, ut ad eam
folvendam, fudes multum, frufiraque labores. Concedas folum, rogo, vocem, inlabatur,
motum lentum fed perceptibilem deferibere: nam motus tuus imperceptibilis videtur
nullus, com de non apparentibus et non exfiffentibus eadem fit ratio. Tum fingas virum
fortem Horatianum, immenfas fradli erbis ruinas in caput lento quidem, {ed percepti-
bili fed inevitabili motu inlabentes, apertis et ficcis oculis, vel potius fixis neque con-
niventibus neque declinantibus videntem, nihilominus tamen inpavidum, quamquam
exfpedtantem. Fingas jam virum fortem tnum, in quem motu rapido ac violento
fractus orbis irruet, obruetque eum etiam inpavidum, quia attonitum atque inopinan-
tem. Mihi utigue haudquaquam relinqui videtur quaeflio: Vter horum fortior fit ha-
bendus ! Sin nbi fuadear animus, ut credas hunc tuum virum effe fortiorem; dicas tu
ipfi, velim, quod uxori refpondit fenex comicus Terentianus : ¥in® #1bi me ifthuc, etfi fit
ancredibile, credere? Credo.

Sed manum de tabula : haee fi minus mibi {uffecerint, ut Horatium ab aliorum ac-
cufationibus penitus liberem, quod maxime fperavi; oftenderint faltem, quod proxime
volui; quantum meis pracconiis illum ego ipfe colam, atque argumentis qua pofim a-
cerrime defendam. s Sanad. Hor. ad loe.

i



