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ings in the world ; but what will we nof
find men do. Db they ever think what are
the feelings of a husband who buries his
wife, a mother her child, or a child its pa-
rent, to think that they cannot lie in peace
in the place appointed for all living, with-
out their watching for months, to prevent
their inanimate bodies from being brought
to the dissecting room, and there to be cut
in hundreds of pieces, their flesh torn from
their bones by unfeeling students, and then
committed to the flames, or ‘to ravenous
animals. What human bemg can stand si-
lently and see all this practised, on perhaps
all that was near and dear to him in life,
and.whom he had been at a great expence
in decently interring, expecting their bones
to lie in peace until the general resurrec-
tion? I shall now notice, Shﬂrtly, a few of
the leading reasons by which our pample-
teer seems most to justify his practice; as I
have little doubt he must be' either one of
these people, er, at all events, cunnectzed
" mth them. '
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In the first place, then, he begins by -
drawing a comparison between the Medical
Schools of Dublin and Edinburgh ; which
I do not mean to enter into an argument
about, as it entirely foreign to my subject
and also to his.

In the next place, he takes notice of the
boxes, as he is pleased to call them, which
are in some of the church-yards of Edin-
burgh. But let me ask him, whether the
bones of the dead are better lying kicking
about in the church-yard, or decently put
in these receptacles? Every person must
see and judge for themselves ; but I have
little doubt but the most of my readers will
side with me in this particular. ~ Again,
about the inécrii}tiun, « The dead shall be
raised incorruptible ;" for my part, I can see
nothing improper or profane in this inscrip- -
tion, for from the holy Scriptures it is ta-
ken; only the half of it happens to be left
out. And as for blindfolding the people
with regard to the meaning of it, I shall
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leave this a)so to my readers to judge for =

themselves ; whether a parcel of bones
are better hid from public view, or hrought
to a dissecting room, (as pur pamphleteer
would seem to wish), and there bleached
and suspended from the ceiling by wires,
for years. W :

Scripture warrants our burying our
dead ; for in a heantiful passage of Job, it is
said, *“ Dugt thou art, gnd shalt to dnst re-
turn ;7 and so poetically expressed in our
eighth Paraphrase. We all know (as well
as our pamphleteer), that flesh and blood
will not inherit the kingdom of Heaven ;
but that is still no reagen that our fricnds
should be made subjects to lecture upon,
and their dead bodies to be subject to the
stare of hundreds, And I have heard from
very able medical men, that the dissec-
tions in the Royal Infirmary, and of peo:
ple who die {af particular diseases, are guite
enough for young men to learn the anato-
wy of the human frame. And I am surg
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that relations would never ohject to have
the particular part examined, provided the
surgeons would not carry the half of the
entrails away with them, which they are
in the common practice of doing, and
which I am sure is the reason that people
will not allow their friends to be opened.

Our pamphleteer also means to contra-
dict, that dead bodies were ever detected
carrying through the streets. But I beg
leave to differ from him there; they have
been seen carrying through the public
streets in open day, (in baskets, in gigs, in
hackney coaches, in bpxes, and in various
other shapes,) by some of the most re-
spectable inhabitants of Edinburgh ; and
more, they have been hung up at windows
in the sight of several people, and there
are persons living in Edinburgh, who
make a common traffic of this, the on-
ly wisible means they.have for subsist-
ence, and are now making money by this
means, viz. by retailing human flesh to the
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students for a certain price, 'What horrible
wretches they must be, and what callous
feclings they must have ;—butso itis ; and
my readers may rest assured, that this is
the case; and they can enquire of hun=
dreds of inhabitants who live about the
different lecture-rooms, and who can testi-
fy what 1 allege. And more, our pamphle-
teer has forgot, that two bodies were de-
tected at Leith, and one of the men receiv-
eg sentence from the High Court of Jus-
ticiary the other day, (which by the way
was far too lenient a sentence for such a
transgression ;) and also some of these sur-
geons, as they term themselves, (but who
are a disgrace to the profession,) were
taken at Linton, and will be tried for
this offence shortly ; when, I hope, the
whole rigour of the law will come down
upon them.

‘When we take all these cases into ourview,
I trust, I have refuted our pamphleteer’s
assertions, that they were never seen carry-
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ing through the streets; and there are
people in Edinburgh, who burn the bodies
after they have used them, in their back
yards; almost every day. But I trust
this practice will be put a stop to soon.
With regard to interested people being
on the watch, that is totally out of the
question, as every inhabitant must be in-
terested ; and it was done in epen day, and
with such publicity, that there was not the
slightest necessity to watch for detection ;
and which, but for that circumstance
might have been carried on a long time
(and I have no doubt it was,) without the
least chance of being found out. But now
1 trust, the inhabitants of Edinburgh and
1ts vicinity are aware of this, and watches
will be so strict in the different burying-
grounds, that it will be impossible to steal
the bodies. And 1 would suggest at the
same time, that in every parish in Edin-
burgh, a paper should be left in the Ses-
sion Houses, for such people who would
wish to watch the dead, there to put
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down their names, with the place of tlieir’
residence, so that they might be called up-~
- on to watch ih their tirns, in their respec-
tive burying~grounds, viz. where they ave in
the liabit of interring their friends ; and lef
three  householders watch, respeetable peo-
ple; who would have no ¢hance of being
bribed. This would not come, to the inha-
bitants above three or four times a year 3
and also to discharge all the watchmen,
for they are the most dangerous people. I
am certain if this were the case, the bodies
of our friends would lre in peace. Or if this
was not done, machines ought to be made
of iron, that would embrace the coffin,
(the same as they have in many parts of
Scotland,) and to' hie there till the hod}’
mouldered.

He in the next pl:ace mentions; for our
imformation; (as he takes it for granted we
never heard of it before,) that in different
countries they have different ways of dis~
posing of their dead. But are we not
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tices the hundreds: who' were' unhouselled:.
(as he is pleased to term it) for the accom~
modation of the Parliament Square, the
Police Office; the New Road, &c., and
yet no insurrection happened. Dues our.
pamphleteer think that these public im-
provements were done to make a mob ?
I trust no such intention was ever enter-
tained by our rulers y and } am sure no-
thing but the public weal was intended.
And even then, these were not done till
the bodies, and even the bones, were all
mouldered to their mother earth. Besides,
it was public improvements; which all the
town seeémed to concur in. As to the Cal-
ton burying-ground, it was a pity to take
that away, as they might have done with-
out it : but it was done in that sort of way
so as to hurt the feelings of the inhabitants
as little as possible, and it was only removed
then from one burying-ground to another;:
and as for the unhallowed or unconseerated
ground, we are not quite so bigotted as our
pamphleteer seems: to be.  We all know,.
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that it can make little difference to a dead
body where it is buried; only common de-
cency requires, that a spot of ground should
be set aside for that purpose. 1 am sure
the generality of my readers will agree with
me here also.

Again, he notices, about the body of &
patient who died in the Royal Infirmary,
~ being observed in the act of carrying away
by two men, and who were detected, but
made their escape. But our pamphleteer
seems, or rather wishes us to believe, that
he could not find out the meaning of car-
rying the body back to the church. But
every one of common sense must know, it
was carried there to be owned, and to be
decently interred again; but, as the poor
man or woman { for I do not know which
it might have been) had no friends or rela-
tions to take charge of the body, after re-
maining a reasonable time, it was again
committed to the clay; and not for the
purpose of raising an insurrection of the
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populace, as our pamphleteer seems tg
think. L am sure no such intention was
ever entertained by those who had the con-
du ting of this piece of necessary duty tg
the hody of a fellow creature,

In the next place, our pamphleteer
seems to think that a certain class of peo-
ple, when life is no more, ought to he
breught to the lecture-room for the use of
students of medicine, as their lives were so
bad, that it was the only thing they de-
served. Butlet me put it to himself, may
he not have a brother or sister who have
gone astray from the path of virtue? pray
how would he like to see them, when dead,
brought to a dissecting room ? As our pami-
phleteer svishes this done, he should show
the example, and when his wife, his child,
or his brother, or any pther relation dies, he
should send them to the dissecting roem ;
and this would show an example, and per-
haps might be follewed by all who are of
pur pamphleteer’s opinion; And then the
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School of Anatomy would not fall to the
ground,

But 1 beg leave to remark, at the same
time, that T differ in opinion entirely from
our pamphleteer as to the Medical School
of Edinburgh falling to the ground ; for
they can do very well, as I remarked be-
fore, with the bodies of peaple who die of
particular diseases in the Royal Infirmary.
And it is only a trade which js carried on
to supply medical men in different parts
with human bodies, to fill the coffers of a
tew individuals whom I well know ; but,
as I trust they will be soon made public,
itis useless for me to expose them. Why may
not the rich, the poor, and the worthless
lie in peace, when they have gone “ the
way of all flesh ?” may they not have re-
pented before death has seized them. Byt
our pamphleteer seems tg think this impos-
sible ; or at all events, wery improbable.
Many a hardened sinner before death has
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shewn genuine signs of repentanece, and I
trust are now in eternal happiness.

In the next place, our pamphleteer tells
us, that the illustrious Dr Pitcairn first
formed a theatre of anatomy in Edinburgh.
“But our pamphleteer does not seem to be
aware (at least wants us to believe so)
of the restrictions they were put under ;
viz. they were only allowed one body in
the Winter Session, and the intestines of
that body were to be buried in forty-eight
hours, and the rest of the body in ten days
at farthest, at their expence ; or the Town
Council’s grant becomes null and void.

And again, our pamphleteer takes little
notice of the petition of the surgeonsof Edin-
burgh tothe Town Council, about thelifting
of the bodies out of the Greyfriar’s church-
yard, and of their abhorrence of this crime,
and assuring the Council, that if any of
.their body be detected stealing bodies from
the grave, they shall be expelled their socie-
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ty, their fiames razed out of théir bnﬂl;:s,-
their acts of admission torn, and be de-
prived of all privileges as freemen of their
corporation. And if any apprentice be
found at this practice; they shall forfeit
their indentures, and be dismissed their
service with disgrace.  What does our
pamphleteer say to this? Not a word ;
but wants to make wus beheve, that
our Medical Schools cannot exist unless
they haveliberty te ransack all the church-
yards of the country for subjects. This
idea is most ridiculous; and I am sure
every surgeon in Edinburgh will side with
me, at least all of any respectability : and
for the rest, I care little about; for their

deeds will find them some day or other to
their cost.

In the next place, our pamphleteer be-
gins with a high eneomium on Provost
Drummond; which I do not mean to con-
demin, as Provost Drummond was an éx-
cellent man, and made such Wise‘regu]:i-'
tions for the town, -that I am sure no
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man would have pitnished offenders of this
stamp more than he. Again, he speaks of
Monro Primusyto whose abilities the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh i much indebtedy
and who would have scorned such a thing:
as to' lift bodies from their graves.

Our pamphleteer next informs us’ of the
sums the students must spend in Edin-
burgh, and what wealth they bring to'their
native country ; and I may safely say,
that the prévention of lifting bodies from
their graves will never hinder students
from attending the Wniversity of Edin-
burgh, when we have snch able Professors:
at the head of every branch of education.
This practice is more likely to hurt our
University, than to raise its fame above
other schools of learning in Europe ; and
we may safely rank ourselves among the
firsty at all events of medicine, in the
world.

I shall now conclude these remm-f;.s;
with wishing. that the surgeons of Xdin-
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burgh would vindicate themselves, and
publish to the world their abhorrence of
this crime, as their predecessors did before
them. Tt is a duty they owe to the pub-
lic; and I am sure it is a duty they will
cheerfully obey. I myself acquit (and I
dare say the public do the same) every
respectable surgeon in Edinburgh of such
a foul crime. I know there are only a few
individuals who delight in this nefarious
traffic, and whose names I hope soon to
see razed from the corporation of surgeons

in Edinburgh,

I now take leave of the public, hoping
these few lines may have the desired ef-
fect ; and if I have carried the subject too
far, I leave it to a generous public to par-
don me, as my mind, on hearing that an
old acquaintance and teacher was lifted,
has dictated to me what I have inscribed
in these pages.
| A Friend to Humamty.






