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THE

Lord Bifhop of Ely’s
Spittal-Sermon,

Vo U8 ks

St. Bridget’s on Eafter-Monday,
1727




Eyles, Mayor.

Martis xi. die Aprilis 1727.
Annogque R. Rs. Georgii
Magnae Britanmia, &e.
Decimo tertio.

T is ordered, That the Thanks
of this Court be given to the
Right Reverend Father in God
the Lord Bifhop of Ely, for his
Sermon Preach’d before thisCourt
and the Governors of the feveral
Holfpitals of this City, at the Pa-
rifh Church of St. Brideet, on
Monday in Eafter W eek laft ; and
that he be defired to print the

{ame.
| Fackfon.
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But ta do Good, and to Communicate forget not,
for with {uch Sacrifices God 1 well pleafed.

Eps=a A L are, atthis time, (by the Appointment
' L_‘"f‘ of our Church,) commemorating the
C'IE Refurre@ion of our Lord and Saviour

JEsus CHR1sT from the Dead; a
Tranfa&ion of fuch infinite Concern to
us Chriftians, in all its Confequences, that we may
well take up St. Peter’s Words upon another Occa-
fion, and fay, Lord, it is good for us to be bere. It
1s good, and profitable, and delightful for us to ftay

a while, and let our Thoughts dwell fome time lon-
ger upon the Glorious Subject.  We are hereby now
aflured, that He, in whom we Believe, was that true
Meflias, the eternal Son of G o, who from thevery

beginning was promifed fhould come into the World

for the Salvation of Mankind, feeing that tho’ He was
crucified thro” weaknefs, being in his humane Nature
liable to Death, yet was He by bis Refierrection again
from the dead, declared to be the Son of God with

power,
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power, Rom. 1. 4. Now we know, to our eternal
Comfort, that an entire Satisfaction was made to the
infinite Jaftice of God for our Sins, by his Sufferings
and Death, {ince he has, in fo glorious a manner, rai-
fed up our Surety from the Prifon of the Grave, and
declared all the Obligations, to which he had bound
himf{elf on our fcore, to be acquitted ; fince he has
difcharged him, who undertook thofe Obligations,
with {o remarkable an Inftance of his Favour.
Now as we ought to look with Shame and Sor-
row, towards thofe difmal Sufferings, to which the
innocent Son of God was expos’d for our fakes; and
to be feiz'd with trembling, and to abhor all manner
of Sin, when we confider how forlorn and wretched
he was made, when he vouchfafed to take upon him
our Guilt, at what vaft expence he was to pay our
Scores, and how much it coft him to redeem our
Souls from the Mifery which our Sins had deferved;
{o, on the other fide, 'may we rejoice with Joy un-
{peakable and full of Glory, when we behold the
Triumphs of our Conquering Redeemer, and confider
how the Devil, that ftrong one, is now difarmed,
fpoil’d and vanquifh’d 5 ‘how Death itfelf isnow flain,
its Sting pull’d out, and all its Terrors quell'd ; how
Death is made the way to Life, and the dark and
noifome Grave the paffage to a glorious Immortality
Since now we know, and are fullyaffur’d, that as in
Adam all die, even fo in Chrift fhall all be made alive,

1 Cor.
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1 Cor.xv. 22. He who is our Head is rifen from the
dead, and become the Firfi-fruits of them that flept,
and we that are his Members fhall all certainly fol-
low him in our order.

B u T then, further we ought to confider, that as
the Refurrection of CHR1sT is defervedly a matter
of great Joy to us, In that it affures us of our own
Refurreétion hereafter; f{o thould it remind us of a-
nother thing alfo of equal confequence to us, with
the Refurrectionitfelf; and that is, that we prepare
our felves for it in fuch a manner, while we live in
this World, as may make it truly joyful tous. For
our Saviour himfelf hath told us, that a Refurrection
will be very different to fome Perfons, from what it
will be to others ; to fome a matter of eternal Joy,
and to others of eternal Mifery, Fobn v.28, 29. The
bour is coming, in the which all that arein the Graves
fball bear bis voice, and (ball come forth, they that
hawve done Good, the very thing I am going to treat of,
unto the refurreiion of Life, andtheythat have done
Evil, and they that have done no Good, which s
much the {ame thing in God’s efteem, unto the refisr-
vection of Damnation.

A HoLY Life, adorn’d and perfefted with all
manner of Chriftian Graces, of Humility, Refignati-
on. and Devotion towards God ; of Juftice, Mercy,
and Charity towards our Neighbours; of Sobriety,
Temperance, and Purity towards ourfelves; and fuch

like 5
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like 5 This is what God and our Saviour interprets
to be doing Good, and requires of us to fit and pre-
pare us for the better Refurre@tion, Thatto Life and
Happinefs, and Glory everlafting. This the primitive
Chriftians did well confider, and when they faluted
onc another with this Saying, Chriff is Rifen, did
thereby intend to remind one another, how innocent,
how pure, how charitable, how holy in all manner
of Converfation and Godlinefs they ought to be, that
they might be zbe Children of the Refurreiion.

To treat of all thefe in general, would be too large
a Subject to be entred: upon at this time. But my
Text, and the prefent Selemnity directing me to the
Confideration of one of them in Particular, that of
Charity and Beneficence towards others, I crave your
Patience, while I treat of it in the moft ufeful man-
ner that [ can. But to do Good and to Communicate
forget not, for with [uch Sacrifices God is well pleafed,

I[N the Words are Two Things contained,

Firft, A Duty enjoined, That of Doing Good and
Communicating, both fignifying the fame thing, viz.
being Charitable to the Diftrefled and Miferable,
aflifting them in their Wants, and relieving their
Neceflities. For fo Works of this nature are inScri-
pture, by way of peculiar Eminency, termed Good
Works, and to perform them is ufually ftiled to Do

Good.
Secondly,
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Secondly, An efpecial Motive to the exercife of
this Duty, Becaufe with fuch Sacrifices God is well
pleafed. Charity and Beneficence have both the Name
and Nature of a Sacrifice. They are called by
St. Paul, Phil.iv. 18. Odours of a f[weet fmell, Sa-
crifices acceptable and well-pleafing to God. Nay,
in his Efteem, they do far furpafs all other the moit
coftly Sacrifices; he flights and rejects them, when
brought in Competition with thefe; I wil bave
Mercy, fays he, and mot Sacrifice; that is, rather
than Sacrifice. All other Oblations did at the beft
but fignify a readinefs to render a due Homage to
Gop; thefe do really and immediately perform it;
and therefore are declared by him to be of the ut-
moft availure towards the Expiation of Guilt, and
moft effettual for the obtaining his Mercy and Fa-
vour. And again, well may this fort of Sacrifice
be moft acceptable to Gop, on this account alfo, as
Charity towards his poor diftrefled Creatures, is all
the return that we can poflibly make to him for all
the Mercies and Benefits we havereceived from him.
For as Eliphaz fays, we cannot be profitable unto
God, Job xxii. 2. He therefore takes our Charity to
them as done unto himfelf; and has, in his holy
Word, made himfelf our Debter for the repayment
of it.  He that bath pity upon the Poor, lendeth un-
to the Lord, and that which be batb given will be

B 29
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pay bim again, Prov.xix. 17. We hereby exprefs
our Gratitude to hun in the beft manner we are able,
while we fhow ourfelves to have a compaffionate
Concern for them, for whom he has always declar’d
himfelf to be moft tenderly concern’d, viz. the Poor
and Needy, the Diftrefled and Miferable.

Ass to the Firfl of thefe, the Duty here enjoyned,
it is {o plain, and fo well underﬂrood by every body,
that I fhall not need to ufe many Words to make it
more plain to you. There are none but know well
enough, what it is to be Compallionate and Merciful,
Charitable and Beneficent to others, to fuccour their
Wants, and relieve their Neceffities, when they have
a good Inclination to do it. That 1s the chief thing
which is too too often wanting, when there is both
opportunity offered for it, and ability fufhcient for
the performance of it. And therefore, that I may
promote That in every one of us here prefent, what
[ chiefly intend to do at this time fhall be,

In the Second place, To lay before you fome ‘of
thofe Motives to the exercife of this moft excellent
Duty, which appear to me moft confiderable, and
to prefs them upon you with all the affeGtionatenefs
Iam able. I 'am well aware how ﬁ'equemly Th:%;
has been done before, upon the fame folenin Occafions ;
and we fhall, by and by, fee the admirable effe@s of i,
in thofe Great and Noble Charities which will this

Day
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Day be commemorated before you. DBut yet, fince
there never will be wanting Occafions for the Repe-
tition of Charities of the fame kind ; nor, I hopg,
Perfons of the fame Great Abilities and Generous
Difpofitions to perform them, it can never be im-
proper to {et before Men the Motives and Obligati-
ons to Charity.and Doing Good ;. which, as they will
afford a fecret Satisfattion to thofe who have been fb
wife for their own Good and Happinefs, as to be
exercifed therein 3, fo may alfo prove a powerful In-
citement to others, to follow them in the fame ex-
cellent pratice.

Now the Fir# Motive to it, which I fhall take
notice of, fhall be this. We are directed and engaged
to it, by the Frame and Conftitution of our Na-
tures, as we are Men.

T HE infinitely wife and good Author and Con-
triver of our Natures, as He has made us all of one
Blood, fo has He interwoven into the Frame of every
one of us, a common foftnefs and tendency towards
each other, to be ready on all Oceafions to exert it-
felf in Compaflion and Pity towards thofe that are in
Diftrefs. = However different Mens Tempers and
Inclinations are in'other things, yet in this they all
agree, that Pity and Affiftance is due to the Unfor-
tunate and Miferable. Such have always an Advo-
cate pleading for them in the Breafts of all Men.

B 2 The
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The fight of a very calamitous Obje, do what we
can, will raife yearnings in our Bowels towards it.
We cannot help, but our Minds will be diftur-
bed at the report of any grievous Misfortune be-
falling another; and it will be apt to draw Com-
paflion, and even Tears from us, tho’ we know our-
felves not concern’d in the event of it.

THEsE Affetions are moft apparent indeed in
the beft Natures, but neither can the worft entirely
put them off, till by vicious and lewd Courles they
have defac’d thofe Impreflions of Goodnefs which
were originally ftamp’d on their Minds, and tranf{-
form’d themfelves into Creatures more favage than
the Beafts of the Defarts. And ftill, after all, when
they have done the utmoft violence to their natural
Inclinations, they yet find fome ftruglings in their
own Confciences, whenever they are Inhumane,
Cruel, or Unmerciful ; and can. complain frecly
enough of others that are fo. And if at any. time
they fall into any Calamities themfelves, do E}.pe&
Succour from others in their Afli&ions, and think
it very hard, and even unnatural, in thofe who are
{o hard- hearted s to deny it to. them

WHEREAS, on the contrary, nothing has fo
grateful and amiable an Afpe&, as the pradice of
Beneficence and Doing Goed.  This, at firft fight,
gains the applaufe and approbation of all Men:

Every
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Every body loves and values him that is a common
Patron and Benefa&or to Mankind. Even thofe who
have the moft narrow and contracted Souls, cannot
choofe but commend Good-nature and Beneficence
in others : while uncharitable Dealings and cruel
Practices are offenfive to all that behold them. E-
very one hates and abhors the mean, felfifh, and ill-
natur'd Difpofition of thofe who take care of no body
but themfelves. All which are plain Indications of
what our Nature fuggefts in fuch Cafes. And hence
a Praftice agreeable thereto is ufually ftiled Huma-
#ty; as the contrary has the odious Name of Inbu-
manity annext to it.

Secondly, No Practice befides, whatfoever, affords
fo real and folid a pleafure to a Man, as that of
Doing Good. Pleafure is the general aim of all Men.
Nothing bears fo great a {way among them; nor
do any Adions more ftrongly folicit their Affedti-
ons, than thofe which are attended with the profpec
of being pleafant and delightful to them. And if fo,
what can then be more pleafant, than to do that
which of all things in the World we are, as it were,
made for, and moft inclin’d to » To fatisfy the mof?
importunate cravings of our natural Appetites and In-
clinations? 'When a Good Man does Good to others,
he does not more oblige thofe who receive the Be-
nefit, than gratify and pleafe himfelf in accepting

the
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the opportunity of doing it. He eafes his own Na-
ture and Bowels, when he reaches forth his helping
hand to the relief of others. To this our Saviour’s
Words recorded by St. Paul, Aifs xx. 35, do bear
teftimony, when he {aid, It is more bleffed to Give
than to Receive. And for the truth of it I may ap-
peal to the experience of all Good Men, whether
ever any A&ions they perform’d in all their lives,
were attended with {o pure and fo favoury a delight,
as thofe of Beneficence and Doing Good.

T o fee the alteration a feafonable Relief makes in
a poor Wretch, that was juft before ftruggling with
Mifery and Want, that through the anguifh and
bitternefs of his Soul went on heavily and mourn-
ing; how it puts a new Life into him, as it were,
and raifes his drooping Soul; how it difpels that
heavine(s which hung on his Brow, and diffufes a
new vigour and joy over his Countenance; how
fuddenly it makes him forget his Complaints, and
opens his Mouth in Praifes and Bleffings to God,
and in Prayers for his Benefaftors.

MoREOVER, Such Actions as thefe are not only
attended with a moft grateful complacency of Mind
while in A&ting, but the refletion upon them after-
wards does affect the Soul in the moft pleafing man-
ner, and are a never-failing {pring of Joy and Peace,
Whereas, what isany other Pleafure worth, compar’d

with
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with this? This 1s unchangeable and lafting, while
the other {oon vanifhes and is gone, like a fudden
flath and if it be finful, leaves a bitter remembrance
behind it, a wound in the Confcience, the thoughts
of it are uneafy ever afterwards; Sadnefs and Melan-
choly come in the place of it, Guilt and Fear, Re-
pentance and Sorrow follow it.

FurRTHER yet, The remembrance of Good
Deeds, affords true Comfort in every ftate and con-
dition of Life afterwards. They are, as it were, a
ftock of Joy laid up againft an Evil-day. When
Calamity and Sicknefs come upon us, and all other
Pleafures are become very infipid to us, they, like
true Friends, ftand by us and chear us in that fad
time. . Nay, when we are going out of this World
into the other, what Cordial can refrefth us like this;
to be ahle, amidft the pangs of Death, to look back
upon the Good we have done 1n our Lives? To con-
“fider, that we have faithfully employed thofe Ta-
lents our Great Lord and Mafter had entrufted us
with, 'to his Glory and the Goad of Mankind? Then
the remembrance of one Pound laid out in Charity,
for the relief of his poor Creatures, and our diftrefled
Brethren, will yield more true Peace and Comfort to
us, than of Thoufands left behind us in our Coffers,
"T'is not how great Riches we have heaped together,

but what Goed we have done with what we had,
will
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swill then be the Queftion; and as we can give a -
good account thereof to our Confciences, fo will be
our Comfort and Joy then, and our Glory after-
wards. _
Thirdly, T o be Charitable and do Good to others
i their Neceflities, is what Prudence {fuggefts to every
one of us, from the confideration of the great uncer-
tainty of our own Condition in this World. = Every
body that makes any obfervation of the things of this
World, cannot but be convinc'd, by innumerable
Inftances, how unftable and uncertain all things here
" are. There is no-Man’s Condition fo great and flou-
rithing in the World, but it may foon be changed, as
that of Feb’s was, into the contrary. Riches are no
certain Pofleflion; for as the Wifeman tells us, Prov.
xxiii. 5. They oftentimes makes themfelves wings and
fly away as an Eagle toward beaven. They feem to
withdraw themfelves from Mens enjoyment, as it
-were of their own accord ; but there is a fecret Pro-
vidence of God direcing them to it. He oftentimes,
for very wife Reafons, beft known to Himfelf, chan-
ges the Owners of them, taking them from one, and
giving them to another. He maketh Rich, and be
tnaketh Poor. He lifteth up one, and bringeth dotwn
another. Now, fince fuch is the flu&uating ftate of
all things in this World, that we may in a little time

meed his Pity and Help, who now requefteth ours, it
is
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18 certainly a great point of Prudence for every Man
to provide for the worft, by liberally difpenfing his
Charity to others, while he is able to do 1t, that if :t
fhould come to his own turn to ftand in nced of it
from others, he may find relief and fuccour from theix
Bounty. Hence, fays the Wifeman, Ecclus. iii. 31«
He that doth good turns is mindful of that which may
come hereafter, and when be falleth be [ball find a flay.
And agreeably hereunto, I do believe, that it has hard-
ly ever fail’d, (the Providence of God fo ordering it)
but-that they who have been Charitable to others in
their Neceflities, have, in the time of their own di-
{trefs found a feafonable.relief from others.

Fourthly, Doing Good with Riches, is the very end
for which.they are given to men, and the beft ufe
that can be made of them. It would be a thought
very unworthy of God, the Great Creatorand Lover
of Mankind, to imagine, that He, out of meer parti-
ality to fome Men, gives them a vaft abundance of
Riches, to ferve their own Turns only, and .thereby
minifter to their Luxury, Wantonnefs, and Excefs,
while he. fuffers others to be deftitute of the common
Neceflaries of Life, to go mourning all their days for
Diftrefs and Mifery, and be ready to be ftarv'd for
Want. No, the wife Governor of the World hasvery
wife and gracious Ends of hisProvidence to {erve, by

guffering Thingsto be thus unequally diftributed. By
C thefe
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thefe He trics and exercifes the Vertues of Men, in
order to a greater Reward hereafter to each of them.
By Thefe He intends that the Faith and Patience of
the Poor, and the Charity and Bounty of the Rich;
{hould be made confpicuous. Gop is the GreatLord
and Proprietor of all ; and has appointed the Rich
Men of the World to be his Stewards, enriching them
on' purpofe for this very end, that they may, out of
their abundance, {fupply the Neceffities of thofe that-
lack, and take care that none in his Great Family of
the World, fhould perifh for want of what is needful
for their fupport and maintenance. And if inftead of
faithfully difcharging this Great Truft committed to-
them, they lavith away their Wealth in Profufenefs
and Vanity, or only pamper themfelves with their
Lord’s Allowance, they will certainly receive a very
{evere Doom from him, whemn they come at the Laft-
Day to give an account of their Steward|hip.

AND befides, the whole benefit of Riches confifts
n their Ufefulnefs. "Tis the Heart and Skill to ufe
them wifely and nobly, that is, tof{pend them libe-
rally, and with Difcretion, in Works of Mercy and
Bounty, which turns them into a Convenience, and
makes them the Ornament, and Comfort, and Bleffing
of our Lives. Whereas Wealth, abftratted from an
Intention of Doing Good therewith, is a cumberfome;
dangerous, and mifchievous Thing, produétive of

Trouble,
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‘Trouble, Sorrow and Sin, and fo not worth a Wifs

-or a Good Man’s difturbing himfelf with it.
Fiftbly, T o be Charitable to the AfliGed and M-
erable, is a Duty, than which there is no other in
the whole Chriftian Religion, more frequently in-
-culcated, mor more indifpenfably required of us:
The whole Gofpel of CHR1sT, from one end of
it to the other, is full of Commands for the perfor-
mance of it; which are all fo well known, that I
fhall only juft refreth your Memories with the repe-
tition of fome few of them. Thus St: Luke vi. 36.
Be merciful as your Father is merciful. Rom. Xl 10,
13. Be ‘kindly affeitioned one to another with bro-
therly love, diffributing to the neceffity of the Saints,
that is, of Chriflians. Col. iii. 12. Put on bowels of
mercy and pity. 1 Pet. iii. 8. Have compa/fion one
of another, love as Brethren, be pitiful.  Ephel tv.
32. Be ye kind one to another, and tender-bearted
and the like. In other places, being Charitable to
thofe in Diftrefs, is declared to be the moft valuable
and fubftantial Part of the Chriftian Religion. Thus
St. Fames i. 27. Pure Religion and undefiled before
God is this, to vifit the fatherlefs and widows in their
Affii@ion. And S. Fobn fays, 1 Ep.iil.x7. Whofo hath
shis worlds Goods, and feeth bis Brother bath need,
and foutteth up bis bowels of compaffion from bim,
bow dwelleth the love of God in bim 2 And again;
C2 1 John
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v Fobn ive20. Hethat loveth not bis brother, whom
be hath [een, bow can be love God; whom be bath
not feen 2  And St. Paul {ays, Rom. xiil. 10, Love
is the fulfilling of the whole Law. We may lay
down this as an-infallible Rule, that where there is
no Love of Gop,. there can be no true Religion 5
and this we are told cannot be without Love toour -
Brother alfo. All other appearances.of Religton,
without Charity and Good-Works, are butimeer fhow
and pretence only ; neither GoD nor our Saviour
will ever thank us for them. We do greatly dif-
honour our Chriftian Profeffion, and declare our-
{felves unworthy of any relation to it, if we wilful-
ly and conftantly fail in a Point of Chriftian Duty_
which the blefled Author of our Religion; thought fo
material, as to give us frequent Commands for the
Prattice of it. We muft therefore join Charity to
Men with our Services to Gop, if ever we exped
his acceptance here, or his favour hereafter.
Sixthly, T o fhew Compafiion and Relief to the
Diftrefled and Miferable, to be kind and helpful'tu
them in their Neceflities, is a2 Work of the higheft
excellency ‘and perfection.  There is nothing be-
fides, wherein we Mortals can fo nearly. refemble
the Beft and Happieft of Beings. To be Beueficent
and ready to Do Good to others, is to a& like Gop,
who glories in nothing more than in’ Doing Good

con-
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contimally: to-all his Creatures. I am the Lord,
fays he, Ferem. ix. 240 that exercife Loving-kindnef:,
in thefe things Fdelight, f[uaith the Lord. He has
ever loved to proclainr himfelf to the World, by the
Titles of Geod, and Gracious; and Father, a Name
that carries in it the greateft tendernefs of Affetion,
that can be exprefled. And accordingly hasalways
fhown himfelf full of Bowels, full of Compafiion to
the Poor and Indigent ; and ready to fuccour them
by his Providence, by putting it into tlie Hearts of
Men of Wealth and Ability to fupply their Wants;
ftrictly charging them to give and diftribute to them,
upon all proper Oecafions; with a promife of repay-
ing them Himfelf with Bleflings, when they do fo.~

Morkeover, Toa& thus, is to a& like the ever
bleffed Son of Gop, the moft gracious and com-
paflionate Saviour of Mankind, whofe conftant un-
wearied Employment it was, when here on Earth,
20 go about doing Good, by relieving the Neceflities
of Men, both in their Bodies: and in their Souls:
And at laft to do the greateft Good of all, fhed out
his very Blood, and died for their Salvation. And
then, what more excellent or more glorious Work"
can we be employed in, than That wherein Gop
himfelf delights; and of which the Son of Gop
came down from Heaven, to give us an Example in
his own.Pra&ice, that we might go and do likewife>

Lafily,
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‘Laflly, To all the foregoing Motives to this ex-
cellent Duty of Charity .and Deing Geod to others,
give me leave to add this one more; for your en-
.couragement to the Practice of it 3 and that is this,
That the Bleflings of Heaven and Earth, the Com-
forts of this Life, and the Joys of the other, are
all made over to it, by the exprefs Promife of Him,
who can never fail us nor deceive us.

. Fird, W1TH relation to this Life, is promifed
Profperity in all our Affairs. Thusfays Gob to the
Children of Ifrael by Mofes, Deut. Xv. 10. Let not
- thy beart be grieved, when thow gives# to thy poor Bro-
.ther, becaufe that for this thing the Lord thy God [ball
-blefs thee in all thy works, and in all that thou puttefi
thine hand unto. Thriving in Wealth and Eftate is
-the efpecial reward of it. - Riches and Plenteonfnefs
are in the boufe of the Righteous, that is, the Chari-
-table and Merciful Man, fays Daevid, Pfal. cxii. 3.
and Solomon fays, The liberal foul foall be made fat,
Prov.xi. 25, It is the beft means of deriving a Blef>
fing upon our Pofterity, as well as our felves. .The
Righteous is merciful and lendeth, and bis feed is blef~

- fed, Pfal. xxxvii. 26. - and again, cxii. 2. His Seed
fball -be mighty upon earth, the Generation of the up=
right [ball be bleffed. And thus the fame holy Perfon
gives atteftation to this Truth, from his own long
experience and obfervation 5 I bave deen young and

now
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now am old, and yet faw I never the Righteous forfi-
ken, nor bis Seed begging their bread, Plal. xxxvii.2s.
And [ may here further add, that befides the efpecial
Promife of Gob, and the care of his good Providence,
which ufually concerneth itfelf in fome remarkable
manner, for the fupport of the pious Charirahle Man,
in times of difficulty and danger; the very nature of
the thing thows, that Charity and Good Works are like-
ly to have their Reward in this Life, as well as the
other; for no Practice befides whatfoever gets a Man fo
many Friends,- nor procures him fo fair a Reputation
in the World, nor enclines others to pray {o heartily.
for his Profperity, as the Good Works of the Chari-
table Man do. Every one thinks himfelf concern’d
in Intereft to promote his Good, who by his Com-
paflion to others in their Diftrefs, thows himfelf to be
a common Patron and Benefa&or to Mankind.

B ut then, Secondly, as to the next World, there
is 2 Reward infinitely beyond all this promifed to
the Charitable; The Merciful, fays our Saviour, fhall
obtain Mercy, Matt.v. 7. Then when at that Great -
Day, we muft all appear before the Judgment-Seat
of CHRIST, to receive according to our Deeds,
which we have done in the Flefh, the whole Tranf-
attion of that Great Affair; feems, by the Account
which CRRIST has given us of it,” Marr, xxv. to -
turn chicfly upon this, what Gesd we have done, and

what -
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xhat we have omitted, when 1t was in our power,
and accordingly fhall be our Reward or our Punith-
ment to all Eternity. = A&s of Charity will then have
the Preference given them, above all other A&ions
whatfoever of a Man's Life befides. They who fhall
have wiped away Tears from the Eyes of the Widew,
the Orphan, and the Fatherlefs, and made the Hearts
of the Diftrefled and Indigent, the Strangers, the Sick
and the Imprifoned leap for Joy, by the feafonable
and bountiful Supplies of their Charity, they fhall
hear that moft ravifhing Invitation from their graci-
ous Judge, Come ye bleffed of my Father, inberit the
Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
World ; and the reafon which will be given for it, is
this ; Inafmuch, will he fay, as ye bave done it-unto
the leaft of thefe my Brethren ye bave done it unto me,
enter ye into the Foy of your Lord.  But of thofe, who
would do nothing, or very:little for God’s fake, for
the relief of his poor diftrefled Creatures, nor obl ige
him in.fuccouring them, fad, very {ad, will be the
Doom. To fuch, he tells us, he will then fay; De-
part from me ye curfed into everlafling fire, prepared
- for the Devil and bis Angels.

. A'ND thus having endeavour’d to lay before you
feveral Motives to thismoft excellent Duty of Charity,
I proceed now to Report to you the prefent ftate of
the Publick Charities of thisGreatand Renown’d City.

Chriff’s-
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The Report.
' Chrif’s- Hofpital.

Children put forth Apprentices, and difcharged
out of Chriff's-Hofpital the Year laft paft, 86. nine
whereof being Inftru&ed in the Mathematicks and
Navigation, were placed forth Apprentices to Com-
manders of Ships.

Children Buried the Year laft paft, 1c.

Children now remaining under the Care and
Charge of the faid Hofpital are g10. and 104. new-
ly Admitted, amounting in all to 1014.

St. Bdrﬁhafamaw‘.r-Hchmel.

There have been cured and difcharged frem -St.
Bartholomew’s-Hofpital the Year laft paft, of woun-
ded, fick, and maimed Soldiers and Seamen, and other
difeafed Perfons, out of this Great City, and other
Parts of His Majefty’s Dominions, and from Foreign
Parts 3619. many of which have been relieved with
Money and other Neceflaries at their departure.

Buried this Year, after much charge in q o
their Illnefs, . S

Perfons ftill remaining under Cure— 541
In all ———4441.

St. Thomas's-Hofpital.
From St. Thomas’s-Hofpital have this laft Year
been Cured and Difcharged of fick, wounded, maim-
ed Soldiers and Seamen, and other difeafed Perfons,

SR 4751.
Buried this laft Year —— 362.
Remaining ftill under Cure 667

So that there are, or have been this Year,}s?so‘

under the Care of this Hofpital, in all ——
D Bridew el-
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Bridewel-Hofpital. |
Received this laft Year into the Hofpital of Bride-
wel, of Vagrants and other Indigent and Miferable
People —— 317
Maintained in the faid Hofpital and brought up in

divers Arts and Irades, at the only Charge of the
faid Hofpital, Apprentices, 91. In all— 408

Bethlebem-Hofpital.

Admitted into the Hofpital of Bethlebem, this laft
Year, of Diftracted Men and Women, 75. Cured 65.
Buried 15. Remaining {till under Cure 148.

In all 303.

Continual Applications are made to the Governors
for the Admiflion of others.

Some Benefactions having lately been given to be
applied to the ufe of Incurable Lunaticks, a Building
is begun for that purpofe, and fome Perfons are alrea-
dy admitted upon that Eftablithment ; but the Re-
venues of the {aid Hofpital not anfwering the prefent
annual Charges, there will be no meansof {upporting
an Additional Expence for Incurables, without the
Contribution of Charitable Perfons.

London-Workboufe.
Children in the Houfe at Lady-day 1726.—168.
Since Admitted ETe

- Of thefe Difcharged and put forth to Apprentices,

or to Services in {everal good Families, 26.
Buried e e 6.
Remaining at Lady-day 1727. 177.

Thefe are religioufly Educated according to the
Ufage of the Church of Englend, are employed in
Spinning Wool, Sewing, and Knitting, and are Dieted

and
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and Clothed, and duly taken care of in Sicknefs, and
are befides taught to Read, and Write, and Caft-Ac-
compts, whereby they are qualified for Services and
honeft Employments, and have Money given with
them when put forth Apprentices, if Benefattors or
Freemens Children of the City of London.

The Real Eftate belonging to this Hoafe being very
fmall, has prevented the Admitting Children in the
ufual manner. The Undertaking is reduc’d to great
Streights and Neceflities.

Vagabonds, Beggars, Pilfering and other young
Vagrants and Difordérly Perfons duly committed in
the Year laft paft, were 285. and 54. remained at

Lady-day 1726. In all — 339
Difcharged 305. Buried 3. Remaining at Lady-
day 1727. 3 1.

Thefe have proper Relief, and are employed in
beating Hemp and wathing Linen. Many of them
have been brought to a fenfe of their Crimes, and
many Reformed.
 Ofthe Children here Educated fince the Year 1701
have been Difcharg’d and put out to Apprentices and
other Services (excluding the prefent Account of
this Year) 1874. And within that time 1346%
Vagabonds; Beggars, and notorious' Impoftors have
been Committed, and punifthed with Confinement
and hard Labour.

Died of the Children ——256.
Of the Vagaborids, -—— 89:

T HESE are indeed Great, Ufeful, and Noble Cha-
rities, and fuch as the very mention of them cannot
but, in the Firff place, excite all Good Men to re-

turn the moft devout and grateful Praifes and Thank(-
D2 glvings
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givings to GoD, for having put it into.the Heartsof®
Men of Wealth and Ability to have done fo much;
for the Relief of the various Wants of the Diftrefled
and Miferable; and in the Second place, to remember
with Honour all thofe excellent Perfons who have
been exercifed therein. Thefe are but juft Tributes
to be paid upon a Day of fuch Solemnity as This s,
that Go p's Name fhould be Praifed, and that thofe
Merciful and Good Men, who were the Glory of
their Times, in being Benefactors to the Miferable Part
of Mankind, fhould not be forgotten, but tho’ their
Bodies are buried in Peace, yet their Memories [hould
live for evermore.

Gi1vE me leave, in the Third place, to add one
Thing more, which is this, That I hope this Repore:
of the Great Things which have been done for the
Glory of Gop, for the Good of Mankind, and for
the Honour of this Noble City, by thofe that have
gone before, will raife up a Spirit of Emulation in
thofe Men of Wealth that are now living, to follow:
their Glorious Example, and to Go and Do likewife.

For I cannot but with fome fort of Grief and Com-
paffion obferve to you, that notwithftanding all the
Great Benefations which have been hitherto Given:
for thefe Noble Purpofes, the prefent Governours of
the feveral Hofpitals, do, inas decent and humble a
manner as they can, complain, that all thefe excellent
¥ cundations have great Wants, in each of them, ftill

remain-
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“remaining to be fupplied ; Fires and other Accidents
having fo far leflened their Revenues, that they do
greatly ftand in need of further Affiftances from your-
Charity, to defray their annual Expences of them.

I fay your Charity; for to whom can they more:
properly addrefs themfelves, than to the Right: Ho-
nourablethe chief Governor, the worthy Magiftrates,
and other the wealthy Members of this great and’
flourithing City, whom G o D has been pleas'd to blefs
with Riches, in a far greater abundance, than he has
done the Inhabitants of any other City, now in the
World befides, that we know of? .

Do You therefore, who are thus {cituated in this
valt degree of Plenty, permit me, in the Name of the
prudent and careful Governours of the feveral Hyfpi-
tals, moft humbly to importune you, that you would
out of your great abundance be pleas’d to make them
fuitable Supplies for their Deficiencies.

CoNSsIDER, I befeech you, what a vaft deal of
Good you may hereby do to far greater Numbers of
indigent and wretched Creatures, to the Publick, and
even to your own felves.  How you may thus refcue
greater Multitudes of poor diftrefled Orphans, from
Want and Beggary, from wandring about the Streets,
forlorn and deftitute, and expofed to almoft certain
Mifery and Ruine, and may be the happy means of
allifting them to make an ufeful Figure hereafter in

the
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~the World, by the Diligence and Induftry which your
good Education may-have taught them : How you
may reftore to Health, and Eafe, and foundnefs of
Body many more miferable Wretches, mourning and
languifthing under Sicknefs and Infirmities, wrackt
with Pains, and diftracted almoft with the anguifh
of them, or at leaft provide, if their Complaints are
Incurable, that to all their other unhappy Miferies
may not be added, even want of Pity and Compaflion:
How you may thus help to give a check to many
more diforderly and vicious Perfons, and do them
the greateft Charity, by reftraining them by the
“ prudent and fevere Difcipline, which they meet with
in the Houfes of Correction, from following their
old abominable Courfes, and oftentimes bringing
* them to fo good a fenfe of Things, as to make them
att more wifely for the future for their own Good,
and thereby become more ufeful to others, to whom
they were before the Pefts and Plagues : How you
may thus reftore many fad and deplorable Objects,
difturb’d in their Reafon and Underftanding, to a
found Mind, and thereby to a fenfe of their Mifery,
which they were before infenfible of, and enable
them to blefs Gop in his San&uary, for their Cures_
and to Pray for themfelves and their Benefadors :
How by making a more plentiful Provifion for the
Work-Houfes you may enlarge the Number of them,
which



[ 27

which are fo ufeful and neceffary for the teachingand
encouraging of Induftry, and for the prevention of
Idlenefs, that main fource of all manner of licentious
Wickednefs and Prophanenefs, and fo reduce the
number of vagrant, impudent, and lazy Beggars in
your Streets, which are a fcandal to the good Go-
vernment of this Renowned City, and even to Religi~
on itfelf, and are too too often the occafion of T hefts
and Robberies, and other grofs Enormities : and laftly,
How you will thus promote the greater Benefitof the
Publick, and even the greater Comfort of your own
Lives.

AND are not thefe things then worthy of your
moft {erious regard? Can any of you, who are worth
many Thoufands, grudge now to devote {ome Portion
of that vaft Wealth, which Gop has bleft you with-
al, to the relief of his poor diftrefled Creatures? 1
dare fay, 1f feveral of you would but refolve to lay
afide yearly fome Portion of your large Annual In-
comes, it would foon grow to fo great a Summ, as
to be able to fupply the Wants of your Hofpitals, and
foon put them out of Debt, and place them in a flou-
rifhing Condition, and you in the mean time be never
the poorer forit. Nay, I do verily believe, fo far
from that, that it would rather procure a Blefling on
all your other Poffeflions. It would be far more ho-
nourable for you, to have it found in your Wills;

lrem,
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Trem, fomany Hundred, or fo many Thoufand Pounds
to the poor Hofpitals of this City, than Forty, Thirty,
or TwentyThoufand Pounds to every Sonand Daugh-
ter, and not the leaft mention made of Them. Thefe
will better embalm your Memories, and preferve your
Names, than all the rich Spices and Odours of the
World will do your Bodies. When They areall {pent
and gone, no body almoft knows how, and perhaps
have been the ruine of thofe who were once the un-
happy Pofleflors of them, by the Pride, Profufenefs
and Luxury, which they were the Temptations to;
Thefe will remain a never-failing Fund, for fupplying
the Neceflities of the diftrefled Part of Mankind; for
Praifes and Thankf{givings to Gop for the Encou-
ragement of Induftry, Piety and Vertue, for the Dif-

couragement of Vice and Wickednefs; and be the' -'I'

Means of bringing down continually from Gob, the
Father of Mercy, and ‘the Lover of all Goodnefs,
Greater and Greater Bleflings on this Noble and Re-
nowned City, -and all the Inhabitants of it, as the
Good Effedts of thefe Ufeful and Excellent Charities
fhall more and more encreafe.

I thall conclude all with that admirable Colle& of
our Church, O Lord, who bait taught us that all our
Doings-without Charity are nothing worth, fend thy
Holy Ghoit, and pour into our Hearts that most excel-
lent Gift of Charity, the very bond of Peace, &e.

Bl N S



