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TO THE

PRESIDENT ano MEMBERS

OF THE

Lyceum Medicum Lﬂﬂdﬁﬂmy’é,

.
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GENTLEMEN,

PERMIT me to dedicate to you, and to pre-
{ent for your Acceptance, the following little
Treatife on the Hooping Cough. I regret that
both in its Compofition and its intrinfic Merit
it is {o little worthy of your Attention, and fo
little capable of affording either Amufement or
Information. You will readily perceive that
it is the Work of a young, and perhaps of an
inexperienced Man, but you will alfo acknow-
ledge, that the interefting Nature of the Sub-
ject, and its being a firft Performance, entitle
it to a candid and liberal Allowance. Asa
Member of the Lyceum Medicum Londi-
nenfe, I feel myfelf interefted in its Welfare
and Profperity, ‘and as a medical Pra&itioner,
I am anxious to contribute my feeble Efforts
towards the Advancement and Promotion of

{o



Vi DEDICATION.

{o valuable a Science, I have to lament that
my prefent Embarraffments and the furrounding
Situation of Affairs, have for a while diverted
my Attention towards thofe Subjects, which
though not lefs ufeful are gencrally confidered
as improper to be purfued by thole who are
educated in the medical Profeflion. How far
the Obfervation may be juft, or the Cenfure
merited, can be decided only, by an Invefti-
gation of prefent Circumnftances, and an
impartial Enquiry into the Probability of future
Events. I can only add, that fhould the pre-
fent little Trifle be fo fortunate as to experi-
ence a favourable Reception; I truft it will be
received but as an Earneft of future Exertions,
and that I {hall be readily believed when I af-
fert, that my moft fincere and anxious Defire is
to purfue thofe Labours and thofe Studies which
are found from Experience to be the moft ufe«
ful and beneficial to all Mankind,

I remain,

Gentlemen,

Your obedient and humble Servant,

JOHN GALE JONES,
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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE.

TH E following little Effay was firft writ-
ten fomewhat more than a Twelvemonth
ago, and read as a Paper at the Lyceum Medi-
cum Londinenfe. It profefles to be, rather
a few practical Obfervations than a complete
and regular Treatife. Its having occupied the
Attention of the Society for twelve fucceflive
Weeks, during which, it underwent a long and
critical Examination, although it afford no
demonttrative Proof of its pofiefling any Share
of Merit, will furnith at leaft, an Apology for

its Publication.
The



viii INTRODUCTORY PREFACE.

The Author is neither unwilling nor atham-
ed to confefs, that he has eftablifhed his Mode
of Reafoning upon the fundamental Principles
of the 'Brunﬂnian Syftem ; nor to take this
0pportuni.ty to declare that he entertains the
moft profound Veneration and Efteem for its
celebrated Author; and that it 1s his Intention,
{hould his future Leifure and Avocations per-
mit, and no material Obftacles intervene, to
prefent before an impartial and difcerning Pub-
lic, a Commentary and Defence of th.is truly

valuable though much Perﬁ:cuted Do¢trine.



A
1T RE-aATISE

ON THE

TUSSIS CONVULSIVA.

o e

D EING called upon by this Society rather
' fooner than I expected, to furnith a paper
for their difcuffion ; and anxious to comply with
their requifition, although not fufficiently pre-
pared, I have endeavoured to bring forward to
their notice; a Treatife on the Tuflis Convulfiva;
or, as it is more frequently denominated; the
Hooping Cough : and this, not with a view, pre-
fumptuoufly to advance any pofitive or decided
Opinion, but from a fincere defire to excite the
attention, and provoke the difcuffion of thofe,
whofe abilities and experience, while they entitle
them to fuperior refpect, afford them alfo, the
means of {uperior information !

The Tuffis Convulfiva, is a difeafe, which, al-
though well known, has been feldom defcribed :
few authors having given us any regular defcription

B of
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of it, or, till lately, recommended any peculiar
plan of treatment: nor do they feem to have dif-
criminated it from any other cough, excepting only
by that diftinguithing fymptom, which has given
it the name of Hooping Cough. Specifics, in-
deed, have been propofed, and cicuta, by fome
practitioners, hath been highly extolled : Opium,
alfo, has been efteemed of fuperior efficacy, and
Emetics have been almoft univerfally employed.

As the exprefs purpofe of my introducing this
fubject to the Socicty, was to combat fome pre-
vailing opinions, and to endeavour to controvert
fome peculiar prejudices, which I conceive to
have been adopted ; it will unavoidably happen,
that I may feem to deliver my {entiments too
freely, and to be guilty of great temerity in ven-~
turing to oppofecthe folitary teftimony of the youth-
ful pra&itioner, to the refpectable authority of the
experienced Phyfician!

But it will, I kope, be remembered, that altho®
a juft deference fhould certainly be paid to the
refearches of Antiquity, and to the obfervations of -
Experience; yet it is, furely, a very dangerous
experiment, to defift from enquiry, and grow
weary of inveftigation: the difcovery of truth
has feldom or never been completely effected by
the
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the labours of one, but by the collective and united
induftry of many : what, therefore, has efcaped
the wifldom of the former, may happily have
been granted to the perfeverance of the latter; and
of the republic of letters, at leaft, it may be faid,
that the only Road to improvement, is through the
Path of Innovation!

If, however, in what I have to offer, I thould
feem effentially to differ in opinion and practice
from the majority of this Society, I entreat them
to acquit me of any imputation of obftinate pre-
fumption, or affected fingularity ; and I folemnly
affure them that it is from a full conviction of the
truth of what I fhall affert, and from a fenfe of the
duty I owe to this Society in particular, as a
member, and to the public in general as a medical
practitioner, that I bring forward to their notice
the confideration of a difeafe, frequent in occur-
rence, always hazardous, and often fatal: in the
progrefs of which, confcious of the Inaccuracies
and f{enfible of the Defeéts, but too vifible in this
compofition; I feel it neceflary, while I folicit
their attention, to claim alfo, their ufual Indul-
gence.

I was, infenfibly, led to this digreflion, becaufe,
upon mature deliberation, I cannot but entertain
B2 very
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very different notions of the nature and properties
of the Caufe and Cure of this Difeafe, and have been
induced, confequently, to adopt a very different
treatment. 1 {hall endeavour to give the Society,
as far as I am enabled, my opinion of the difcafe
itfelf, thew what are its ufual caufes and effects,
and by relating to them fome remarkable Cafes,
demonftratjvely prove, what plan of treatment
I have found to be fuccefstul.

The Tuflis Convulfiva is that difeafe, which,
together with the {ymptoms, ufually attendant
upon pulmonary affections, is accompanied with
a Contagion of a peculiar and malignant nature;
hence it has alfo obtained the name of Tuifis Feri-
na. I fhall not hefitate here, to define it to be, a
difeafe of clear and evident debility ; and one which
never takes place, but in thofe who have either
been previoufly weakened by fome other difeale,
or who from fome unknown or unforefeen caule
are predifpofed to this ftate.

The perfons moft liable to it are thole who poi-
fcfs a weak, lax fibre; who ufe little exercife ;
and in fine, thofe who, from whatever caule,
have a deficient perfpiration. Hence Children
from 4 months to 12 years, are ina remarkable
manper affcCted by it: and indeed, 1 have feen

but
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but one inftance of its taking place in any one of
riper years ; and this was in a young Lady of a very
delicate habit, who might be about nineteen years
of age,

Its primary caufe is contagion, which, whether
it be fus generis, or of the fame nature with that,
whereby all infectious difeafes are produced, and
which, differing only in modification, or degree,
occafions fometimes Small Pox, or Mealfles,
fometimes Typhus, or Hooping Cough, is at pre-
fent fuggefted, 1 confefs, as conjecture only; yet
perhaps not unreafonably, fince in a family where
the Meafles have prevailed, the Hooping Cough
has frequently followed ; and in the fame child, I
have experienced both difeafes to be at one and the
fame time prefent, caufing however no eflential
difference in the treatment.

The proximate caufes will be found to be all fuch
as tend to induce debility : hence at a moift feafon,
and in a damp {ituation, it is found to rage with
the utmoft violence: frequently indeed, no other
caufe than this can be traced, as I lately expe-
rienced in attending three children, whofe parents
had juft removed to a new and damp habitation :
together with this, a relaxed habit, where the
pores being more patulous, are moft liable to the
| | impreffion
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impreffion of Contagion, Pulmonary Afletions in
general, and in fine, any caufe capable of inducing
a languid ftate of the fyftem.

fts immediate feat is in the exhalant and mucous
arterics : the fecreted Fluids of which, being in-
fpiffated by ftagnation in the Bronchia, form the
matter of Expectoration. In this, as in any other
Cough, it is the ferous and mucous Fluids, that
chiefly flow to the Bronchia, which continue to
bear their prefiure for a while, till diftended by
the load, they can bear it no longer : the unplea-
fant fenfation of the ftimulus, excites a commotion
in the vitality of the labouring part, and rouzes
the whole excitement ; a Cough arifes and throws
off its caufe, the collected humours*.

At this time, and during a fit of Coughing, theair
is violently expelled ; and as an animal cannot exift,
for any confiderable interval without the admifhion
of air, as foon as poffible, it inftinctively makes an
effort of infpiration ; when the air {uddenly ruthing
as it were into a vacuum, caufes that remarkable
found, which from its fuppofed refemblance to
the articulation of the word Hoop, has given it
the name of Hooping Cough.

+ El. Med.
Hence
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Hence it is cafy to account for the effelts pros
duced by this difeafe. ‘They arc indeed, of a very
formidable nature, and are frequently of a moft
alarming and fatal tendency : fometimes after a
violent fit of Coughing, the Patient is feized with
convulfions and inftantly expires. This may hap-
pen from two caufes; firlt from the continued
action of the Lungs urged by the Irritation of the
Cough, preventing Infpiration, and thus inducing
ftrangulation ; or fecondly, from the lungs, being
unable to recover their tone, yielding to the im-
pulfe of the external atmofphere, and being over-
whelmed by its fudden intromiffion. An inftance
of which T knew in a beautiful Child of about
three years of age whofe Mother had not the leaft

. “apprehenfion of her child’s being in any danger.

e —
" 3

Sometimes, on account of the continued obftruction
of the circulation, the lungs being violently diftend-
ed, yield to the impetus of the fhock, a Blood Veflcl
burfts, and the patient is cut off. If, however,

 the patient have the good fortune to efcape thefe

dangers, the difeafe by gaining ground, and the
cough returning more frequently, continue to weary
and exhauft, till he gradually fink under its preflure.

In tracing the rife and progrefs of this dif-

© cafe, it will not, I hope, be deemed foreign to

~ the fubject, to fay a few words refpecting conta-

. gion, more cfpicially, as I think it will tend to

2 illuftrate
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illuftrate what I have hitherto -r:on{tant'ly kept 1n
view, viz. the being guided in the treatment of
a difeafe, more by the general flate of the patient

than by any particular {fymptom or fet of fymp-
toms.

Contagion is a certain fubtle, imperceptible
matter, of an unknown nature, refembling moft
natural phenomena, which are only in any
meafure open to our enquiry by their evident
effcts. Taken from the body of one affected-
with it, or from grofs fubftance ({uch as cloathes,
or furniture, where it happens to have been lurk-
ing) and received into a healthy body ; it ferments
without any change of the folids or fluids, fills all
the veflels, and is gradually ejected by the pores ;
pafling out more copioufly or fcantily, in propor-
tion as the perfpiration is more free or impeded ™.

As the iffue of the matter is here promoted, by
inducing a free perfpiration, fo whatever part of
it be obftructed, and detained below the cuticle;
acquires by this delay, a certain acrimony produ-
cing little inflammations, and conducting them
when produced to fuppuration. Upon this princi-
ple, are the fmall pox, meafles, and other exan-
thematous difeafes to be accounted for.

* El, Med.
As
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As contagion however requires a certain time for
its tranfmiffion ; it follows, that the moft favour-
able ftate for this purpofe, will be that where the
different fecretions are moft perfeétly performed,
and where, confequently, the fyftem comes the
neareft to the healthy ftate: for it is very evident
from daily experience, that in weakened or vitiated
habits, where the functions are ill performed, and
where perfpiration is deficient, it is capable, by
its detention, of infecting peculiar fluids, and con-
verting them into a matter, fimilar to itfelf.

Yet as contagion, by its fubile and peculiar
nature, is found to be imbibed by all habits (per-
fect health perhaps alone excepted) I am unwilling
to allow, that it poffefles any fhare in producing
general diathefis; but that it kindles up only a
{fymptomatic pyrexia, ftrictly entitled to the ap-
pellation of local difeafe, and, by its entrance into
‘a healthy, or unhealthy conftitution, produces
thofe different effets, which are {een to proceed
from it.

- . And this imperceptibly leads me to the confide-
~ ration of ] pecifics. A medicine 1s denominated fpe-
~ cific, when it is applied for the cure of any

~ peculiar difeafe, and is fuppofed to be the only
J G medicine,
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medicine, poflefled of the power of removing or
eradicating that difeafe.

As poifons applied, or admitted into the fyf-
tem, were found to produce certain mechanical
effeéts, and feemed in fome degree, to act in an
uniform manner; the reftle(s fpirit of curiofity
and active ingenuity of mankind, prompted them
to refearches after fome antidote which might be
peculiarly adapted to it, and prove efficacious in
its difperfion: hence Mercury, by proving fuccefs-
ful in the cure of lues venerea, has been denomi-
nated its {pecific, and fome Practitioners have not
hefitated to declare cicuta to be, a certain fpecific
for the Hooping Cough. Yet I conceive it will
readily be granted, that for a medicine to be fairly
entitled to the denomination of a fpecific, it 1s
neceffary that it fhould be uniform in its operation
and certain in its {uccefs : now befide the great
difficulty of actually proving the exiftence of a
fpecific in nature, feveral cafes are upon record of
lues venerea refifting the moft vigorous applica-
tions of mercury, in all its forms and varieties, and
yielding to medicines of a very different nature.
With refpect to cicuta* fo warmly praifed by fome

* Dr. We—e— B will, I truft, excufe me for this obfer-
vation; he has long fince pronounced me a confirmed heretic,
he cannet, therefore, be furprized at my want of faith,

and
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and recommended by others, I muft frankly con-
fefs that it becomes me to fpeak of it with doubt
and hefitation, having partly through fear, and

partly through incredulity, feldom or never em-
ployed it.

This difeafe then originating from contagion,
will be found like all others of that clafs to produce
in its incipient ftate no material change or altera-
tion. A cough is the firft fymptom, which differs
very little from any common cough or cold. The
appetite is not in general impaired ; the countenance
remains in its ufual ftate; nor is it fometimes
known, that this difeafe is prefent, except by a
knowledge of its having prevailed at any place,
whence it might be fuppofed to be imbibed. As
it proceeds, however, it becomes more clearly
marked; the excretory veffels of the lungs, being
crammed with a colluvies of fluids, create a fenfe
of tightnefs in the fternum, and great difficulty of
breathing ; the ftomach begins to reject its contents,
and together with thefe, great quantities of vifcid
phlegm are either vomited or coughed up. ‘The
countenance grows pale, alternate heats and chills
with other hectic fymptoms take place, and the

found refembling the word hoop is now diftinctly
obferved.

C 2 In
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In the laft frage, the fymptoms become more
urgent and diftrefiing: putrid fymptoms, the
ufual confi quenice ¢f contagion, manifeftly appear;
foul Lreath, crude dark coloured feces or violent
diarrhoea ; fpafimodic twitches of the tendons, but
particularly 2 convulfive motion of the noftrils;
great anxiety, with high and laborious refpiration,
all but too clearly foretel the approach of death ;
and every cay’s experience brings with it fome fad
monument of the tyranny of this dreadful difeafe,

——— R P A ———

To apply a fuitable remedy in the treatment of
a difcafe, nothing more feems to be neceffary than
to poficfs a competent knowledge of its caufe:
fince if the caufe be exactly afcertained, the effects
refulting from it will be better underftood : and as
identity of known caufe always produces identity
of known effect, if the caufe be uniform, the effelt
will be uniform alfo.

Unfortunately, however, in treating the difeafes
- ncident to humanity, we are too apt to lofe fight
of this general and fundamental principle, and
depart from the guidance of reafon: confiding in
hidden powers, which have no exiftence, and
relying on miracles which cannot take place, we
fometimes expect from a random and contradictory
treatment, the moft complete and unequivocal

{uccels.
Hence
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Hence while Hooping Cough has been generally
admitted to be a difeafe of debility, the practice
of vomiting has been warmly recommended and
followed ; and the evacuation of an already exhauft-
ed {yftem has been, by fome, efteemed the moft
mnfallible method of reftoring health and vigmir!

An emetic, if it a¢t according to its intention,
operates by a difcharge of the contents of the
{tomach and of fome of the mucous fluids; and
this it does, either by {fome mechanical power
which it pofleffes, of acting on the nervous f{enfi-
bility of its inner furface, or by that relaxant

property, of rendering the ftomach unable to
rctaln its contents.

Yet as the immediate feat of this difeafe is in the
mucous veflels of the lungs, and as the ftomach is
alrecady in a relaxed and weakened ftate; a parti-
cular medicine applied folely to that organ, and one
whofe profefled object is to evacuate, muft furely

e pernicious and ufelefs, Feor although by its
local effect, and by the exertion of ftraining,
expectoration may be promoted, and a temporary
relief be obtained ; yet the caufe being increafed

_ which gave rife to this colle¢tion, and a rude thock

being given to an already weakened fyftem ; the
exhibition of an emetic, however it may feem at

firft
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firft to relieve, muft eventually tend to exafperate
the difeafe. '

The caufe of the colletion which takes place
in the veflels of the lungs, is, as we have already
ftated, a deficient perfpiration, wherein the fyftem
is unable to throw off its redundant fluids: by
ftagnation they infpiffate and form mucus; and by
occupying more {pace than is natural create a
difficulty of breathing. Now if deficient perfpira-
tion be the effect of debility, debility will be the
eriginal caufe; and any medicine capable of pro-
ducing that effet, will be capable alfo of en-
creafing the caufe.

An emetic by depriving the ftomach of its
contents, deprives it of that which might enable
it to refift the difeafe. It exhaufts and weakens an
organ which requires fupport and nourifhment, and
encreafes that debility which was already too pre-
valent : mucus or phlegm as it is termed, it is
true, is during the action of vomiting difcharged ;
but in trifling proportion, and with confiderable
difadvantage, the thinner parts alone being rejected
and the denfer retained.

But if any one fhould take occafion to fay,  we
admit the truth of what vou have aflerted, that

4 this
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this is a difeafe of debility, and that emetits though
they afford a temporary relief, ultimately debilitate;
yet as thefe fluids are already collected, and as the
patientis in a ftate of fuffocation by their retention ;
what remedy can be found to fupply the place of
an emctic, and fucceed fo well in difcharging
them from the {yftem > To this I immediately
anfwer ; ftrengthen the {yftem and the Auids will
be difperfed; encreafe the perfpiration and they
will be refolved; prefcribe cordials and they will be
expelled.

This difeafe then being admitted to be a difeafe
of debility, any medicine capable of invigorating
the whole fyftem will be found to be beneficial ; and
it is upon this principle and no ether that bark,
opium, cicuta, and other remedies have proved
fuccefsful. That they frequently fail, arifes perhaps
from this caufe, that they are depended upon fin-
gly, and confidered as fpecifics; but as 1 have
already endeavoured to thew the non-exiftence of a
{pecific in nature, if my pofition be granted, it
will be eafy to prove that where the principle is
falfe, the fuccels muft be uncertain.

It has been obferved by the late Dr. Johnfon,
that nothing has ever been well done by a receipt ;

and I mu[t confefs that I have attended patients
with
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with the Hooping Cough, where neither bark,
opium, nor cicuta have been employed, and wherc
notwithftanding the recovery was complete.

It is not from any one particular form or fyftem

that difeafes are to be eradicated and health eftab-
lithed ; yet as example is at all times more cffica-
cious than precept, a few authentic Cafes, while
they demonftrate a plan of treatment, may ferve to
explain the principles upon which that treatment
was founded.
" And as I have ever deemed it to be the indifpen-
ible duty of a Praltitioner to give a faithful
relation of facts though they may include events
of an unpleafant nature; fo have I always thought
that the relation of unfuccefsful cafes is more than
ever requifite, when any confideration of importance
or means of improvement are to be deduced from
them.

CASE
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On the 26th of Auguft 1793, I was defired to
fend an emetic to a child of about four years of
age, who was troubled with the Hocping Cough ;
as I never before had an opportunity of fecing a
complete cafe of this difeafe, apd as I had {fome
doubts refpelting the propriety of emetics, I con-
fidered this as a favourable opportunity of watching
the progrefs and event; and as I attended in the
Family, profited by the occafion. The child
poffefling a tolerable {hare of health, and with the
exception of the cough having no other particular
fymptom of difeafe, had rendered any previous
attendance unneceffary. Upon cailing the next
day I was informed that the emetic had been given,
and as'ufual, had brought up a confiderable quan-
tity of phleem; the cough, however, was more
troublefome, and the patient very reftlefs. The
following medicine was immediately prefcribed.

I.

R. Conf. Arom. Gr. xv.
Syr. Croc.
Sp. N. M. a 3j.
Aq. Men. Pip. zils. M.
Coch. Med. ftatim et 4" horis capiend.

D Ona
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On the 28th the child was fomething better.

On the 29th Meafles began to appear, and as he

feemed fomewhat feverith the following was pre-
fcribed.

II.

R. Agq. Ammon, acet. 3ij
Syr. Croc.
Sp. N. M. a 3j
Aq. Men. Sat. 3ifs.
m. Ut ante capiend.

On the evening of this day the child’s breathing
being much obftructed, the mother procured 3
leech and applied it to his breaft. The ill confe-
quence of this, was but too foon vifible ; at night
I was fent for, and found the patient in a very
alarming and dangerous fituation; the leech had
caufed a profufe Hemorrage, and round the orifice
was a livid circle. The breathing was become
high and laborious ; the countenance pale, and the
convulfive motion of the noftrils was very evident;
together with thele formidable f{ymptoms, a
violent Diarrhcea came on, and it feemed to be the
general opinion that the patient could not furvive.

The following medicines were immediately pre=
fcribed.

111,
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II1.
Emp. Cantharid. Stern.

k. Conf. Arom. 3j.
Syr. Croc.
Sp N. M. a 3.
T Lav. C. Gutt, x
-— Opii. Gutf. xx.
Aq. Men. Pip. 3ils.
Coch. med. {tat, & 2™ quaq. hor, capiend,

A clyfter of mutton broth was directed to be
given warm; a pap-fpoonful of red port between
each dofe of the mixture; and the feet to be put
into warm water.

On the 3oth the {fymptoms much the fame,

IV.

K. Mift. Camp. 3ifs.
T™ Card. Comp.
Syr. Simp, @ 3j.
T™ Lav. Comp. =zfs.
«— Opii. Gutt. xx. :
M. Coch, Med. 2™ quaq. hor. capiend,

Diet ordered to be ftrong beef tea, fago, with

. wine, &c. &c,
: Da quft,

R
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31ft. Slight alteration for the better, but diarrheea
very violent.
Contin. Mifs. Card. %ij.

1ft of September the breathing very difficult and
the diarrheea flill continues.

N:

R. Conf. Arom. 3j.
Syr. Croc.
SP+ N. M. a :;:j.
T Lav. C. 33
-— Gentian. C. 3fs.
-— Opii. Gutt. xx.
Aq. Men, Pip. 3ifs.
Coch, Med. 2™ quaq. hor. ¢apiend.

and. The Patient confiderably better, the purging
lefs violent, the countenance more lively, and he
began for the firft time to {peak and call for vari-
ous things. '
VI

B, Conf. Arom. 3j.
Syr. Croc.
Tin&. Cinnam, @ 4j.
- Lav. C. Gutt, xx.
- Opii. Gutt. X.
Aq. Men. Pip. 3ifs.
M. Coch. Med. dum alv. deject. contin, czpiﬂnd'

-4 On
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On the 3d ftill mending,.

And on the 4th {o much better that I judged

it expedient for him to take his medicine at greater
intervals.

On the 6th he took his medicines, with the
Omiffion of T' Opii. and

On the 7th difcontinued them; and being fent
into a neighbouring village for a fhort time, for
the benefit of a change of air, has fince returned
and is at this time in perfect health.

CASE I

On the 20th of September, T was called to a
child of about 8 months old with the Hooping
Cough. He was of a weak puny habit from the
birth, and had a fevere illnefs fome time before.

VII.

k. Conf. Arom. Gr, xv.
Syr. Croc.
Sp. N. M- a Sj'
T™ Lav. C. Gutt. Xi
Aq. Men. Pip. 3j.
M. Coch. min, ftat. et 2™ quaq: her. capiend.

2 1ft.
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2 1ft. The cough very troublefome.

'VIIL

®. Conf. Arom. Gr. xv.

Syr. Croc.

Sp. N. M. a Ej'

Tinét. Opii. Guft. x.

-- Lav. C. Gutt, v.

Aq. Men. Pip. 3j. M.

Coch. Min. urg. Tufs. capiend.

»ond. Being better the medicine was neglected,

23d. Breathing difficult and cough bad.

R.

IX.

T Card. C.

Syr. Croc. @ 3j-

T+ Lav. C. Gutt, xx.

-— Opii. Camp. Gutt. X.

Aq. Men. Pip. 3j. M. ut ante capicnd.

24th. Cough {till continues.

X.

Conf. Arom. Gr. xV.

Syr. Croc.

Sp. N. M. @ 3j

T~ Gentian. C. Gutt. xx.

—- Lav, C. Gutt. x.

—- Opii. Gutt. v.

Aq. Men. Pip. 3j-

Coch. min. 2™ quaq. hor. capiend,

On
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On the 25th the breathing being very labo-

rious,
Emp. Cantharid. Ventrical.

a6th. Contin. Mifs. Card.

27th. A little better.

Contin. Mifs. Card. 3]
a T* Opii. Gutt. xv.

28th. A clyfter of mutton broth directed to be
given.

2g9th. The child confiderably better, but on the

joth, a relapfe. Breathing very laborious, and
countenance pale with diarrheea: weather very
rainy.
XL

Emp. Cantharid. Stern.

R. Mift. Camp. 3ifs.
T Cads L2
Syr. Simp. 4 3j.
T™ Afz, Feetid. Gutt. xx.
—- Opii. Gutt. x. ng. Coch. Min.
Omni. hor. capiend.

Contin. Enem.
1t
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ift O&ober. A little better.

Contin. Mifs. Card.
a Tr Opii. Gutt, xX.

3d. Much better, begins to fuck, which he had
before been unable to do; and to conclude, in the
courfe of about a fortnight at fartheft, by a con-
tinuance of cordial medicines with fmall dofes of
P. Rhab. the Patient completely recovered, and
has been well ever fince.

I have particularized this cafe, not becaufe I think
that there was any thing very remarkable in 1t,
but becaufe it was confidently afferted that the
child could not recover; the mother and nurfe
had at one time given it up as hopelefs, and butfor
my perfuafion would have left it to its fate, and’
becaufe no emetic had been given from the
commencement to the conclufion of the difeafe.

On the 3d of October I was called to a Family
where four children had the Hoeping Cough; but as
I think it would be needlefs to enter into a parti-
cular detail of the medicines which were given,
it will be fufficient to fay, that with the affiftance
of temperate cordials, light and nourifhing diet,
gentle exercife, and clear air, they all completely
recovered.

I have
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I have fince attended feveral children, who by
the fame treatment, and with the exclufion of
emetics, have all recovered ; but I muft pafs them
over to come to a Cafe which proved unfuccefsful.

On the 1t of December, 1 vifited a child about
four years old with this difeafe: he was very reftlefs
and rather coftive,

XII.
R. Conf, Arom. Gr, xv.
P. Rhab. Gr. v.
Syr. Croc.,
Sp. N. M. a gj.
Aq. Men. Pip. zils. m. Coch. Med.

4*"* horis capiend.

2nd. The cough being troublefome, I was
folicited for an emetic, but gave an evafive anfwer,
exprefling my doubt of its efficacy. 'The medicine
~ was continued ; but on the

3d. As the patient feemed to be very much op-
prefled in his breathing, and choaked with phlegm,
I yielded to folicitation, and an emetic was fent.
From that time the patient gradually drooped, and
notwithftanding the utmoft vigilance and attention,
and the moft vigorous application of medicines
of the moft powerful kind, on the 7th in the even-

ing died.
E Iam
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1 am fo well convinced in this cafe of the eme-
tic’s proving pernicious, that I fhall never confent
to hazard the experiment a fecond time; and if
any one fhould affert that he has given an emetic
for a cough, and experienced its efficacy, I fhall
anfwer, It is pofiible you may have cured a cough
by emetics, but I do not belicve that eough was
the Hooping Cough.”’

The laft cafe which I fhall offer is that of an

infant of fomething more than three months old; |
who from being in a very imminent ftate of danger, |

was happily recovered in lefs than a fortnight’s
time.

The medicines were of the cordial kind ; clyfters §
were given; nutritive broths with a moderate {
quantity of wine: and I can here with truth and |
confidence affert, that (excepting the one I have §
mentioned) I have never had a cafe of Hooping ¢

Cough which did not yield to this plan of treat-
ment.

As 1 have rather exceeded the limits of a pape’r,i
I muft haften to a conclufion. To thofe who may;
think that T have been prefumptuous in my opis |

nions and confident in my affertions, 1 fhall beg
' leave

k
i
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|




[0
leave to oppofe the authority of a celebrated Phyfi-
cian. “ In Hooping Cough,” fays he, “ change of

climate'is an idle tale, and the practice of vomiting
death.”

I have faid that this difeafe is rapid in its pro-
grefs and fatal in its eflects; and 1 cannot bring a
better inftance than that of a child who going to a
baker’s, in whofe family it prevailed, to purchafe
a roll, caught it, returned home, and being feized
with a fit of coughing, burft a blood-veflel and
inftantly expired : and that of a mother who was
bereft of two children, both of whom were cut off
in fomewhat lefs than cight and forty hours, with-
out having received any treatment: and no other
medicine than that abominable cuftom, which can-
not be too ftrongly reprobated, and which 1s {o pre-
valent among the Poor efpecially, viz. of giving
their children repeated dofes of Vin. Antim. or
Tart. Emet. without either knowledge to affift, or
judgment to direct them: fo bigotted indeed are
they to thefe medicines, that they think them uni-
verfal noftrums ; and I am acquainted with a family
where Vin. Antim. is regularly adminiftered to the
children once or twice a week ; by way, as it is
termed, of clearing the bile from their ftomachs !
Good God! are there not already fufficient calami-
ties for fuflering humanity, that we fhould fo

ftudioufly
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