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serves to relieve and set off the design of the
mosaic work. The walls of the recess and
the northern compartment, containing the
figure of Ganymede, are well squared ; but
the great circular compartment of this pave-
ment, and the oblong which includes it,
are strangely distorted; the west wall
of this part of the room 1s not at right
angles with that on the south side, and the
lines of the mosaic work appear to have been
adapted to that of the wall. Another in-
stance of such an nregularity occurs in one
of the walls of the pavement last described,
marked (b) in the plan.* It seems probable

a In most of the remains of the Roman villas
are similar deviations from regularity; and the same
occur in the remains of a Roman villa discovered
at Rielves in Spain, published in 1788 by Don
Pedro Arnal. We need not be surprised that sach in-
stances should occur in so remote a province of the
Roman empire as Britain, when Cicero, giving his
brother Quintus an account of the progress of his villa
near Rome, complains that the architect had neither
placed the columns upright, nor in a straight line,
“ Columnas neque rectas neque regione Diphilus collo<
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long compartment consisted of two scrolls of
ivy leaves, &c. proceeding from a goblet sur-
rounded by a guilloche, and a black and
white indented border. One of the square
compartments enclosed an octagon filled
with squares and rhombs, in which were frets
and ivy leaves; in the middle of this com-
partment was a square enclosing a large
rose. The other square included a sort of
star of twelve points formed of rhombs,
within which was a smaller square, with a
guilloche border enclosing a flower. This
pavement was several inches above the level
of that first described, from which it was se-
parated by a wall 2 feet 6 inches thick; and
did not appear to have any communication
with it, as the wall remained a foot above
the pavement,; and there were no traces of a
doorway at that end of the room. At the
opposite end was a doorway 3 feet 3 inches
and a half in width, leading into another
room 22 feet by 10 feet 4 inches, paved with
coarse red tessere.

On the south side of the great pavement
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of cupids or genii, dancing in the manner of
bacchantes ; and of three others, sufficient
remained to shew the attitudes of the figures.

The triangulardivisions at the four corners
of the square were filled with figures of urns,
with fruit and foliage, and cornucopiz al-
ternately.

The oblong compartment on the north
side of the square one, is thirteen feet seven
inches long and two feet six inches wide; it
contains twelve figures of cupids or geni
habited as gladiators, and exhibits a very
complete representation of the costume of
the retiarii and secutores. The secutores ap-
pear in that remarkable kind of armour, from
which they originally obtained the appella-
tion of Samnites.?

2 The armour worn by the Samnites is described by
Livy as consisting of a shield, wider at the top for the
better protection of the breast and shoulders, a greave

for the left leg, and a crested helmet : exactly the same
armour appears in the figure of a sepulchral monument
erected to the memory of a gladiator, who fell a sacrifice
to the cruelty of the Emperor Caracalla, which is given
by Montfaucon in the second part of the third volunie
of his Antiquité Expliquée, Pl criv.
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the bottom was a sort of skirting of plaster.
The same was observed in all the other re-
mains of rooms, where the pavement or
other floor was entire, up to the wall. On
the west side the greater part of the wall had
been destroyed quite to the foundation; on
the east side was a hearth formed of eight
bricks, each about seven inches square, and a
fire-place 21 inches wide in the front, 17
inches at the back, and eight inches deep.
The fire-place was formed by two brick tiles
on each side which had been cramped toge-
ther with iron, and were placed in the man-
ner of those on the sides of the stove intro-
duced by Count Rumford. This is probably
the first open fire-place of the kind disco-
vered in the remains of a Roman building,
though it is certain, from various passages in
the Roman writers, that other means were
employed by the ancients for warming their
apartments besides hypocausts.®

The dimensions of this room (n) were 14

2 The caminus is mentioned by Cicero, Horace,
Vitruvius, and others, but the learned commentators
on these authors are by no means agreed as to its form
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in the plan, were the foundations of a build-
ing marked (y), forming on the south side a
semicircle 8 feet 10 inches in diameter.

The wall which terminated the building
to the eastward was found not to stand at
right angles with the cryptoporticus, but to
run in a diagonal direction. From the south-
east corner of the cryptoporticus this outside
wall was found to run in the same direction
to the southward, where it continued as a
single wall, there having been no apartments
on the east side of the court. Having been
traced to the extent of 133 feet to the south-
ward, a cross wall 2 feet wide occurred, and
S feet further, another 2 feet 5 inches in
width, which, by being traced to the west-
ward, were soon found to be the remains of a
cryptoporticus on the south side of the court
marked (z) communicating with a range of
rooms twelve in number, which did not con-
tain any pavements, orany thing remarkable,
except those at the east end, in which were
remains of the baths. The room (marked 1)
would have been a square of 25 feet, but
that 1its figure is a little distorted on the east
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side by the diagonal direction of the wall.
It contained a mosaic pavement, the design
of which was a square compartment, con-
taining four stars of eight points, each formn-
ed by two interlaced squares composed of
guilloches differently coloured ; within each
star was a circle of 8 borders, the vitruvian
scroll, a guilloche, and an indented one with
a flower in the centre. In the middle of the
pavement was a circle consisting of a guil-
loche between two indented borders, within
which was the head of Medusa. The square
compartment had a border consisting of frets
of a red colour and guilloches placed alter-
nately. Beyond the mosaic pavement were
three rows of black and red tiles laid chequer-
wise, and next to the wall a row of bricks,
each 11 inches by 15} inches. Great part
of a small column of stone was found lying
on the mosaic pavement : this pillar was in
the same style as the fragment first discover-
ed, being of the same sort of irregular Doric
as those before noticed. The base was 14}
in diameter, the shaft 2 feet 2 inches in
length: it had been originally of one stone,
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but was broken into two pieces. Both the
base and capital had made deep impressions
on the pavement, at about the distance of 4
feet; from which were similar impressions,
evidently made by another pillar of the same
size: leaving no room to doubt that they had
stood, at some height above the pavement,
on each side of a doorway between this and
the adjoining room, the dimensions of which
appeared to have been 30 feet by 35. The
floor of this room marked (2), a great part of
which remained, consisted of black and white
stones,each Ginches square, laid chequer-wise:
the white were of the same kind of hard stone
as those in the cistern of the large triclinium,
the black were a sort of slate. Next to the
wall of the room was a row of bricks each 11
inches by 15% inches. Nearly in the middle
of this room was a cold bath (7) 18 feet by 12,
with a recess on the south side terminating
in the segment of a cirele, making the whole
extent of the bottom of the bath 14 feet $
inches from east to west, and 13 feet 1 inch
from north to south, and of the top, 18 feet
2 inches, by 18 feet 4 inches, and 3 feet 2
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rooms, of different degrees of heat. The
prafurnium (4) was on the outside of the
wall at the south end: the piers were 2 feet
9 inches in height and 7 inches and a half
square, consisting of 18 layers of bricks, with
a larger one 10 inches and a half square, laid
at the top and bottom. Above the piers
there had been a stratum 10 inches and a half
thick, composed of mortar and pounded
brick, one fragment of which remained, with
a coarse tessellated pavement of stone ; other
fragments, on which were some ornaments of
a blue colour on a white ground, were found
between the piers of the hypocaust, and two
small pieces near the north-east corner, in
their original position; in one of which was
an ivy leaf, and other remains of ornaments,
which indicated that the pavement had been
in the same style as those discovered in other
parts of the building.

In the adjoining room, marked (5) in the
plan, were considerable remains of a coarse
tessellated pavement, and under it was an
hypocaust, which communicated with the
large one above-mentioned by means of an
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arch of brick, 3 feet 9 inches wide, and 3
feet 2 inches high; immediately over this
arch was a doorway 2 feet 3 inches wide.
From the several remains above deserib-
ed, which, by a comparison with other works
of the same kind, could have been only a
part of the building; and from the extent
and magnificence of the apartments which it
contained, no reasonable doubt can be en-
tertained that it was the villa of some person
of consequence, if not a public work, in-
tended for the residence of the Propretor, or
at least the legate or governor of the pro-
vince.
The provinee of the Regni, within which
it is situated, the capital of which was Reg-
num, now Chichester, ten miles distant from
this place, was in all probability one of those
reduced by the Romans under Vespasian in
the reign of the emperor Claudius, as we find
recorded by Suetonius:* and it is certain that

a ““Duas validissimas gentes, superque viginti op-
pida, etinsulam Vectem Britanniz proximam in dedi-
tionem redegit.”
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Cogidunus, a British prince, who had sub-
mitted to the Roman power, and was made
legate in Britain by Claudius, governed in
this province of the Regni.®

That considerable buildings were erected
in Britain during the reign of Titus we also
learn from Tacitus, who informs us that the
Britons erected temples, houses, porticos, and
baths, by the advice and with the assistance
of Agricola. Many, no doubt, had previ-
ously been erected by the Romans them-
selves.

By a comparison of the different speci-
mens of mosaic work discovered at Bignor,
with the figures of similar remains in other

2 Welearn this from the inseribed stone found in
the year 1723 at Chichester, and now in the possession
of the Duke of Richmond ; where it appears, that by
his order, a temple dedicated to Neptune and Minerva
was erected at Ilegnum by the Collegium Falrorum.
This circumstance relating to Cogidunus is further con-
firmed by a passage in Tacitus's Life of Agricola:
““ Quadam civitates Cogiduno regi donata ;" adding,
that he remained faithful to the Romans down to his
lime.
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parts of Europe, the age of which has been
pretty satisfactorily ascertained, there ap-
pear to be probable grounds for referring
them to as early a period as the reign of
Titus.

In the year 1708, a mosaic pavement was
discovered at Avenches in Switzerland, the
Aventicum Helvetiorum of Antonine’s Itine-
rary, called by Tacitus Gentis Caput, which
was patronized in a particular manner by the
emperors Vespasian and Titus. Of this pave-
ment a particular account was published by
Mr. De Schmidt, Seigneur de Rossan, in his
Receuil d’Antiquités de la Suisse, from which
it appears so exactly to resemble the large
pavement first discovered at Bignor that there
seems good ground for conjecturing that
they are the work of the same artist. Each
of them has a cistern of about the same size ;
a circumstance which does not appear to
have occurred in any other work of the kind.
The pavement at Avenches has figures of
Bacchantes in octagonal compartments, exe-
cuted exactly in the same style, and with the
same defect, of the lower extremities being
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too short, as they appear in the Bignor pave.
ment, and a blue nimbus round the head of
Bacchus, as it here appears round that of
Venus, which is supposed to be peculiar to
these two pavements. There isalso a general
agreement between the style of ornament in
both of them.

Another circumstance which makes it
probable that these pavements were of so
early a period is, that many of the ornaments
and general style of the mosaic work bear a
striking resemblance to those of the pave-
ments discovered at Pompeii, which could
not have been of a later date than the reign
of Titus. The ball in the stem of the vases
which fill two of the spandrils of the pave-
ment last discovered, and of that from which
the scrolls in the bow proceed, is a pecu-
liarity which occurs in one of the pavements
at Pompeii.

To this may be added, that the general
styleand arrangement of the ornaments which
uniformly prevail in all the Bignor pavements
differs from any yet discovered in Britain, and
has the appearance of much greater antiqui~















