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30  ANATOMY OF THE URINARY ORGANS.

day, see committed around us (for in these mat-
ters medical men are prodigiously prolific), but be
fully capable of detecting such blunders when
committed.

As I proceed, I shall endeavour to explain these
in a clear, and, I hope, satisfactory manner.

The intimate connection existing between the
generative and urinary organs, and the influence
which they exert upon each other, both in their
healthy and morbid phenomena, renders it neces-
sary that the latter, as well as the former, should
here be considered ; while the difference of struc-
ture in the urinary organs of the two sexes are so
extremely trifling, that they may well be thrown
under one general description.

I need only remark, that the female bladder is
somewhat larger than the male, and the urethra
considerably shorfer and wider. It is owing to
this shortness and width of the urethra, that fe-
males are so seldom affected with stone in the
bladder, for they are thus suffered to escape, be-
fore they acquire much bulk.

The x1pNEYS are two oblong glandular or secret-
ing organs. One is placed on each side, within
the upper and posterior part of the loins, upon the
two last ribs. They are almost entirely composed
of arteries, veins, and secreting ducts.

The ureTERs are two small hollow tubes. One
has its origin from the inner side of each kidney
within which it commences, from a cavity called
its pelvis, and each is, in the adult, about a foot
in length., These tubes pass, from their origin,
downward, and slightly inward to the urina
bladder, which they enter at its lower and bac

art near its neck, but in a direction so very ob-
ique, that they pass several lines between the
layers, or coats of that organ, in such a manner,
that whatever distends the bladder, must close their

apertures.












40 ANATOMY OF THE MALE

over the os pubis, or bone forming the transverse
arch at the lower part of the belly. enter the abdo-
men by a small aperture placed a little above this,
called the ring of the abdominal muscles, and,
separating from the vein and artery, which continue
to pass directly upward, the vas deferens throws,
as it were, an arch backward over the lateral part
of the bladder, at the posterior inferior portion of
which it joins, in its respective side, a body called
vesicula seminalis, on the inner side of which it
passes forward to the commencement of the ure-
thra, or outlet of the bladder, into which it opens,
after perforating a part of the prostate gland.

The visicuLz seMiNaLLs are two oblong irregu-
lar bodies, situated at the under back part, near
the neck of the bladder, or rather between that
part and the rectum, or termination of the intes-
tinal canal, which is here placed between and
behind it, and a little above and behind the prostate
gland. These bodies, adhering to the bladder,
diverge at their upper part, and unite, in an angle,
at their lower, so that it is between them, in some
measure, that the rectum is here situated; and
thus a sort of depression may be observed on that
part of the bladder. FEach vesicula seminalis is
composed, not of numerous cells, as they would
seem to be, but of one continuous convoluted
tube. It does not, as has been supposed, form a
continuation of the vas deferens, for that tube only
passes laterally along it, and it opens, into the
urethra, at the neck of'the bladder, or commence-
ment of the urethra. Between the opening from
each vesicula, and at the middle of the prostate
gland, is situated an eminence called caput galli-
naginis, or verumontanum ; and this body, it has
been supposed, has the power of occasionally
shutting each orifice of the vesicula.

The PROSTATE GLAND, is a firm ﬂandular body,
about the size of a large chesnut, which lies entire-
















































































































































80 OF GLEET.

satisfactorily proved, and indeed we know, that
such persons accustomed to indulge in the enjoy-
ments of love, are sometimes visited during sleep,
by nymphs of surpassing beauty, for whose sake
they are very prodigal of the vital stream.

These alluring fancies, which seem to correspond
with the vigour of puberty, or even are the
effect of a certain diseased state of the body, then
influencing the mind, excite all the emotions of
the most ardent desire, delude the imagination
with hopes of immediate gratification, and often
produce, to the constitution, even worse conse-
quences than the most excessive indulgence in
venery. _

We also know that the habit of self-pollution,
induces such a distressing state of the organs of
generation, that titillation of the parts, the slightest
exertiou, or even the operations of the mind,
cause a copious involuntary discharge; and the
same may be said of excess of venery, however
pure the connection. |

I know one gentleman who has been married
fourteen years, who never had any venereal com-
plaint, nor employed any unnatural means, by
which disease of the seminal vessels could be
caused. For the first four years of his matri-
monial life, his sexual encounters were amaz-
ingly frequent—indeed, much more so than I had
believed it possible for any man. About that
time, however, he fell off very considerably, so as
not to perform that act more than six or seven
times each week. In four years more, eight
years from the period of his marriage, his attempts
to perform sexual intercourse (for now they were
little more than attempts) did not occur oftener
than once in fourteen days, and for the last three
years, he has been wholly unable to do any thing
of the kind. Still, in general health, he is re-
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flamed for the secretion of pus. Thus, we endea-
vour to fix, as precisely as we can, the limits-be-
tween gonorrheea and gleet ; but it must be con-
fessed, that it would be often difficult exactly to
point out where the one terminates and the other
begins. |

Here, however, we perceive two distinct states
of disease, one in which the inflammatory dia~
thesis prevails ; another opposite to this, the con-
sequence of inflammation. As they are opposite
in their nature, so they require opposite methods
of treatment; what will prove beneficial in the
one, will be found hurtful in the other.

Some have conceived that gleets, properly so
called, are generally the effect of tubercles, form-
ed by enlarged glands, callosities, or enlargement
of excretory ducts; but, in respect to the opi-
nion with regard to the callosity and enlargement
of ducts, how would they account for the cure of
the disease being generally effected by suppurative
imflammation ? They cannot suppose that callous
ducts suffer from sloughing, and that there isa
regeneration, either partially or entirely, of these
ducts ; for there generally is no appearance of
sphacelus, nor does analogy warrant the supposi-
tion of such regeneration. We should rather ex-
pect that these very minute ducts would be either
entirely or partially obliterated, in consequence of
inflammation.

Neither have we any right to suppose, that the
gleety discharge is the effect of the simple en-
largement of these tubes, for it is scarcely to be
believed, that an excretory tube, merely enlarged
in diameter, should become the conduit of a mat-
ter, different in properties from what it previously
conveyed, since the matter of gleet is widely dif-
ferent from that of healthy muscus. It is not
merely the diameter of the tube being enlarged,
which can possibly constitute such a disease, but
















































































































































132 MORBID STRUCTURE OF

cerned, and also those which it produces en the
general system : in short the precise nature of that
action which constitutes the disease. The diffi-
culty of being able to ascertain these, issometimes
considerable, but it is possible‘to do so in perhaps
every instance, and then its removal becomes
comparatively easy. In a deranged action of the
seminal vessels, this has been much overlooked,
and consequently the cure has been deemed im-
possible.

I shall here make a few remarks on secreting or-
ans in general. They are external, and internal.
heir office is to alter the blood, by a process, pe-

culiar to each, so that the secreted fluid (such as
the gastric fluid) may be applied to other purposes,
connected with the animal economy, of which the
natural properties of the blood were quite inca-
pable, while others, (such as the urine) seem to
be of little use, and are, therefore, speedily eva-
cuated from the body. These secreting organs,
therefore, are all indispensably useful, and their
secretions, of every degree of importance, from
the very greatest and most essential, to that of
being of little or no use, either in the prolongation
of life, or in the preservation of health. Certain
of these. organs are incessant in their operation,
such as the secretion of urine, &c., while others
are only of a periodical recurrence, such as men-.
struation. Most of these may be accelerated in
their operations, by the increased exertion of the
animal body, such as perspiration, &c., while
others may be similarly chan%ed merely by the
exertion of particular parts of the body, as the
saliva, by the motion of the jaws in eating.
Others again can only be accelerated by the ope-
ration of certain substances taken into the stomach
and all these increased actions may be produced -
without the natural functions, of these organs,
being subjected to disease, because such accele-




































144 MORBID STRUCTURE OF

lour ; but did not diminish in quantity. With
the use of the cold bath thrice a week, and the
Iyttee for several weeks more, he experienced the
most beneficial changes in his health. The scaly
substances had now completely disappeared, and
during six weeks, he had only two seminal
emissions. I, however, desired him to continue
sea-bathing while the weather was favourable.

Several years afterward, he had experienced no
return of his complaints, and his general health
was much better than it had been from the com-
mencement.

CASE.

Ox the 12th of January, a gentleman, aged 28,
complained of great general debility, with acute
pain in his loins, occasionally darting down his
thighs. For fourteen years he had been subject to
emissions, from previous improper practices, some-
times returning almost every night. He never had,
however, any gleety discharge nor venereal com-
plaint ; never having had connection with any
female. His attempts of this kind were attended
with such immediate embarrassments, as might be
expected, producing the usual despondency of
mind.

Emissions usually occurred during the night,
while he was in bed, and were followed by a disa-
greeable burning heat, all over the body, with
Ereat anxiety and heaviness, but complete ina-

ility to sleep, during the remainder of the night.
He, however, passed urine in a full stream.

I desired him to substitute for the soft bed, to
which he had been accustomed, a hard matrass,
to use few bed clothes, and sleep in a well ven-
tilated bed-chamber. I likewise prescribed nou-
rishing diet, with two or three glasses of wine
after dinner, and tinct. lyttze aq. font. of each %ij;
two tea spoonfuls to be taken thrice a day in a
glass of water. |


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































342 TREATMENT OF

jections. For the same purpose, we may employ
a decoction of oak, or Peruvian bark, or galls,
with equal parts of lime-water. If these are made
astringent, so as gently to affect the tongue, when
lied to it, they form useful and safe injections.
um-kino also, in the proportion of a drachm to
five ounces of boiling water, with the addition of
a little mucilage, is a useful astringent injection.
When the disease has abated considerably in its
severity, but not till then, half a drachm of
tinct. lytte to six ounces of water, makesa useful
injection. In almost every one of these the addi-
tion of one drachm of tinctura opii to six ounces
of water, is attended with the best effects.

Those who wish to insinuate that gonorrheea and
lues are of the same nature, recommend injections
principally composed of preparations of mercury ;
conceiving that, in this form, it is more calculated
to act on and destroy the disease, than injections,
which do not contain some of the preparations
of mercury.

To diseuss the particular relation which these
diseases bear to each other, is not my object. I
may, however, remark, that gonorrhecea is gener-
ally cured without mercury in any form, except as
a mere external application, such as muriate, or
corrosive sublimate of mercury, dissolved in spirit
of wine, and afterwards sufficiently diluted with
water ; calomel dissolved in lime-water, &ec. 1
am in the habit of occasionally using these with
the greatést advantage.

Thus a drachm of muriated quicksilver may
be dissolved in ‘an ounce of spirit of wine, and
two or three dreps of the solution, mixed with
four ounces of water, is a useful injection, and
may be employed six or eight times a day. It is
almost always necessary, when this solution pro-
duces no sensation of heat in the parts, gradually
and repeatedly to increase it one or two drops to












846 TREATMENT OF

days; again recover their force, and become as
obstinate as ever. It is therefore necessary, to
a complete and permanent cure, that the venereal
irritation be extinguished, for from two to four
dal'lg., previous to our leaving off the injection.

he best form of a syringe, is that with a coni-
cal point gradually becoming thicker for, at least,
half an inch from the point. This is much prefe-
rable to those with a small point, which, as it is
introduced some length into the urethra, is apt to
rupture the part to which it is applied. . The for-
mer enters but a short way into the urethra, and,
when introduced into the orifice, has no chance of
rupturing it, and steadily pressed forward, com-
pletely fills the urethra, and allows the injection
more certainly to be thrown into the canaf, than
the other with the small point.

Much confusion has existed in practice, and
also in the works of some authors, respecting the
manner in which injections act, in removing go-
norrheea. Many of them solely direct their atten-
tion to the alterations produced on the secreted
matter, without once paying the slightest attention
to the parts which secrete it. By this neglect,
every thing which can be beneficial is overlooked.
It is to the discase of the secreting surface alone,
that we are to apply our remedies, and the various
external applications, and internal remedies, can
alone remove the discharge, by removing its mor-
bid action.

Thus these means can solely produce their bene-
ficial effects by altering the action, already existing
in the urethra, which may be done either by gently
(and for a length of time corresponding to the in-
veteracy of the disease) stimulating the parts, or
by acting upon them by agents possessing astrin-
gent qualities.

A properly treated gonorrhcea, when prescribed
for on the ﬁ‘;st or second day, ought never to re-






































































































g80 TREATMENT OF

quence, and if, by such applications, the external
sore be healed, we have no proof that the disease
has been destroyed in the system, even should no
such consequences be produced. If such practice
be at all allowable, it is only after a sufficient quan-
tity of mercury has been taken to destroy the vene-
real virus, and when the sore has assumed a hard-
ness, or indolence about the edges, during the exis-
tence of which no sore can heal, till such a callous
state be removed by caustic, the knife, or some
other equally effectual means.

It 1s from the existence of such an indolent state
of the parts that the system, either by its own
powers, or under the influence of internal medi-
cines, although capable of throwing off the mor-
bid systematic action, may be as completely pre-
vented from healing, as if the whole system was
still in a state of morbid actien; and this con-
dition of the parts acts somewhat similarly to the
introduction of a foreign substance between the
edges of any ulcerated surface. ' |

It is here, as in various other cases, that accurate
discrimination is more useful than the most pa-
tient labour, and incessant toil. ;

When it can be proved, (which I believe any one
will find some difficulty in doing,) that chancre is
the first effect of venereal infection, and that, from
* it, the general constitution is contaminated, then
external escarotics, may, with propriety, in a great
proportion of cases be, on its first appearance,
alone, or in combination with mercury, depended
on, for its removal. But, when we reflect that
chancres are only the ¢fféct of the constitutional
disease, that, in some, they appear in a few days,
in others, not for several weeks, we shall at once
see the danger of trusting to these external es-
carotics, at least till the constitutional disease has
been subdued. | 90 1&

Could those who argue in favour of the appear-
ance of chances being the first sign of the venereal















LUES VENEREA. 385

Mr. Hunter, in page 240, very cotrectly ob-
serves, “ In every case of chancre, let it be ever
so slight, mercury should be given internally; even
in those cases where they were destroyed on their
first appearance. It should in all cases be given
the whole time of the cure, and continue for some
time after the chancres are healed ; for, as there
are perhaps few chancres without absorption of
matter, it becomes absolutely necessary to give
mercury to act internally, in order to hinder the
venereal disposition from forming.”” Thus he is
again jumbling fgond and bad together!

Ointments of various kinds are, by some, ap-
plied to chancres, either that their emollient qua-
lities may keep the sore soft and easy, or that, by
the absorption of part of their active principle,
such as is expected from mercurial ointment, they
will tend to heal the sore in the most effectual and
safe way. -

That ointments of different kinds are possessed
of emollient, and, in such cases, useful qualities,
no one will doubt, but that they are, from the
hardness imparted to them by the wax, of which
they are formed, a good deal deprived of that qua-
lity, at least when compared with mild oil, is cer-
tain; therefore, in respect to their comparative
emollient qualities, there can be no similarity.
That mercurial ointment thus applied, is totally
useless as a specific, from the impossibility of its
being absorbed in sufficient quantity, is too evi-
dent to require refutation. To produce its bene-
ficial effects, it must be applied more generally,
and in greater quantity. Thus, not by its imme-
diate action on the chancre, but by its general ac-
tion on the system, it destroys the disposition to
the continuance and propagation of venereal in-
fection. Indeed mercurial ointment applied to
chancre can produce its effects only as an esearo-
tic, and not by its being absorbed.

2 ¢









388 TREATMENT OF

Thecontrary, as just stated, is the case inthose chan-
cres which penetrate the body of the penis to a con-
siderable depth. In the first instance, the bleeding
arises from the diseased parts having sloughed off;
exposing the very minute blood-vessels immediate-
ly under them, while in the latter, thebleeding takes
place from extensive ulcerations destroying the
larger branches of the neighbouring blood-vessels.
I have, in two cases of tne last mentioned sort,
been absolutely under the necessity of inclosing a
part of the cavernous portion of the penis in a li-
gature, the bleeding vessel having shrunk into its
substance so far, that without this I could not stop
the hemorrhage.

The cure of chancres is similar in both sexes,
only, as the dressings in women can with greater
diﬂg::ult}fbﬁsecured, it becomes necessary to re-
new them several times in the course of the
day, and to wash the parts very frequently; and
should such chancres extend into the vagina, the
sides should be prevented adhering by the intro-
duction of lint.

Phymosis and Paraphymosis.

Our treatment of phymosis and paraphymosis
are in most instances similar. In slight cases
warm emollient applications, ointments, oils, &c.
often effect a ¢ure. When the parts are somewhat
relaxed by these means, we must, in phymosis, be
very cautious in drawing back the prepuce, lest
it should thus be converted into paraphymosis. But
in bringing forward the prepuce, in paraphymosis,
we have no reason to apprehend any risk. When
these diseases become more complicated, when in
phymosis there are chancres underneath the pre-
puce,and when emollient applications havebut little
or no effect in relieving the stricture, we must be
careful to prevent adhesions between- the glans
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In most cases of bubo, the patient, if other-
wise convenient for him, may rub in the ointment
himself, but if the bubo be very painful, or likely
to suppurate, independently of every exertion we
can make to prevent it, he ought not, on any
account, to use the exertion necessary for rubbing
in the ointment : he ought to employ some other
person to do this for him, whose hand, to prevent
absorption, must be covered with the bladder of
some animal. Many buboes suppurate, when the
patient uses the exertion of rubbing in the oint-
ment himself, which, but for that, might have
been discussed.

The custom of rubbing mercurial ointment im-
mediately on the surface of the bubo, is extreme-
ly prejudicial. They reason, that the absorption
thus caused into the very part affected must re-
solve the tumor ; but they overlook the very bad
effects of the mechanical irritation thus produced
on the part already much inflamed, which, in
almost every case where much practice is adopted,
terminates in suppuration.

When a bubo, while suppurating, produces no
great pain, and when, independently of every
attempt to discuss it, it proceeds to that state,
we act properly by allowing it to burst, in pre..
ference to opening it with an instrument; but
if the pain be very great, the matter deep seated,
and not likely soon to arrive at the surface, we are
justified in laying it open. DBuboes, however,
when opened, do not heal so kindly as when al-
lowed to burst of themselves. We must, therefore,
compare the advantages with the existing circum-
stances, and either open them, or allow them to
burst, as these circumstances seem most urgent.

Unless the pain be very great, I always pre-
fer the application of warm poultices, that the
bubo may burst of itself; the skin then being.
thin, and, in a great measare, insensible, we ean, -
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and caustic substances, and even tlie removal of
some parts by the sealpel is often of the greatest
benefit in facilitating the cure. -

The venereal virus may often be completely de-
stroyed, although blotches or ulcers, caused by it,
remain seemingly as before. During such appeas-
ances, it is not always necessary to continue the
mercurial course till they perfectly heal ; yet, from
our want of a precise knowledge of certain ap-
pearances which probably are peculiar to venereal
ulcers, we are, in many instances, at a loss in this
particular part of our practice. The judgment of
the medical attendant here has its most decisive
trial, and, according as the result of his opinions
and practice, is attended with success or otherwise,
his judgment is to be valued and preferred to
others of the same profession. This is the stand-
ard by which all professional men ought to be
judged, and reputation, instead of being be-
queathed from father to son, and from master to
apprentice, ought only to be the reward of indus-
try, of perseverance, and of success. We must,
in such cases, be greatly influenced in our proceed-
ings by the general health of the patient in other
respects, the changes the ulcers Eave undergone
during the use of mercury, and length of time
the course has been continued. With regard to
their not being greatly altered in their appear-
ance, we know, that indurated or scirrhous glands,
nodes, &c. from a similar cause, often remain, for
life, as large as before the exhibition of mercury,
and yet are perfectly harmless.
- The first effect of mercury on a venereal ulcer,
is to render it somewhat cleaner. This change oc-
curs at very different periods in different individu-
als, but in all, when once the parts have become
cleaner, the cure generally proceeds rapidly.

In every venereal sore, blotch, or eruption, mer-
cury must be pushed as long as they continue to
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while the disease remains unchecked in the more
solid parts, such as the bones. That medicine,
therefore, is often discontinued, when the soft

‘heal, while the disease in the bones, being
only blunted in violence, soon recovers its for-
mer virulence, which demands the most serious
attention. |
- The tendons also are sometimes venereally atfect-
ed and enlarged, but they may be inflamed and
enlarged from other causes. The true state o
such parts is best known during the cure, for, if
the symptoms be venereal, they yield only to
ercury, while, if otherwise, they may be removed
by other means. If venereal, too, the pains never
agate for any length of time, but if they arise
from rheumatism, gout, &c. they may even occa-
sionally subside of themselves.

During the existence of nodes, mercury taken
- internally, and applied externally, with the occa-
sional use of decoctions of the woods, &c. will
generally remove them. The pain being often
very great when this occurs, it is also neces-
sary to apply repeated blisters over the affected
surface, or leeches to the part, and the same
treatment may be applied to thickening of the
ligaments or fascia, from a similar cause, or we
may make an incision down to the bone, extending
the whole length of the tumor. This last step
must be taken with the utmost caution, as the per-
formance of such an operation, unless unavoidable,
may lead to troublesome consequences.

e bone has been supposed carious, when
only an enlargement of it, and its surrounding
parts, existed, and caustic has been applied over the
affected part, the periosteum destroyed, and the
bone laid bare. Thus an exfoliation, although
no caries formerly existed, will take place, and
~fherefore, unless inflammation or actual ulce-
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also may be completely removed by the daily ap-
plication of the powder of sabina applied to the
affected par's  We also find fungous excrescences;
which are 1 movable by surgical aid.

I think those warty or other excrescences, which
sometimes appear about the anus, at one or other
period during the existence, or even after lues
venerea has disappeared, may be safely enough
- treated, by the application of escarotics, ligatures,
&ec. as if unconnected with that affection. But if,
after such plans have been duly attended te, they
frequently recur,. we have reason to believe them
of a venereal nature, and, in addition to the above,
recourse ought instantly to be had to the use of
mercury. Thus they will be deprived of their
venereal nature, which may be known by their
ceasing to return.

Mistaken jfor other Diseases.

If, which not unfrequently happens, venereal
pains be mistaken for rheumatism, gout, &c. and
treated as such, the pa,tient, at best, experiences
nothing more than partial and momentary relief’;
for the venereal symptoms, remaining unchecked,
become more aggravated, till another and more
permanently effectual method be adopted.

Reasoning and practising thus, ‘we not un-
frequently find that lues rages in the system
with considerable malignity, especially when it
affects the bones, while the patient remains un-
conscious of his real situation. One day it is
thought rheumatism, another gout, and the ma-
teria medica’ is ransacked for remedies to relieve
these symptoms without effect. It is at length
conjectured to be lues venerea, but not till the
haggard and emaciated frame is too weak to bear
the debilitating effects of a course of mercury. I
have known many vigorous young men, from
this cause alone reduced to the most deplo-
rable wretchedness. We, therefore, cannot too
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greatest possible debility, seemingly in some of
them almost irrecoverable ; and this not from the
effects of disease, but almost wholly from the
misapplication of the remedy injudiciously admi-
nistered for its removal. .

Being very early obliged, from the service in
which 1 was engaged, to dedicate much of my
time to the practical part of my profession, and
particularly, from certain circumstances, to the
venereal department, I had occasion to try the
comparative effects of different preparations of
mercury, in every different stage of that disease,
even before the then limited extent of my reading
made me acquainted with many discussions,
which have agitated the profession, upon these
points.

In recent affections, the blue pill or ointment,
or pills made from calomel, (submuriate of mer-
cury) merc. cinerus, &c. are probably the best.
Their effects in this stage of the disease, may be
depended on, and their action on the stomach and
bowels is scarcely ever so violent as to cause alarm.
But I have uniformly found the superior efficacy
of the muriate of mercury, or corrosive sublimate,
in far advanced or in secondary symptoms, and,
much as I have since read on the subject, I have
not had cause to alter my opinion respecting the
use of these different preparations of that medicine.

I am aware that the muriate is more apt, than
almost any other preparation, to affect the stomach
and bowels, and itis, therefore, very necessaryto pay
muchattention, not only to the doses, but tl?tgﬂ form
in which it is used. Formed into pills, with crumb
of bread, in those whose stomach and bowels are ea-
sily affected by that medicine, is perhaps the most
objectionable method of giving it, as it is scarcely
possible to levigate it so finely, and diffuse it suffici-
ently through the mass, as to prevent it acting on
the stomach with much violence. The form of solu-
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tive and valuable medicines, can only in one way
be used properly, but, from neglect, or other
causes equally bad, it is, in myriads of instances,
productive of the most serious mischief,

To whatever preparation of mercury we give
a preference, for the removal of the disease, or
in whatever form we may administer it, we can-
not be too careful in its preparation. IFrom inat-
tention to this, the complaint is often unchecked
for a great length of time, even till it has com-
mitteg considerable ravages in the system. Every
surgeon, as well as physician, therefore, ought to
employ no mercury but such as may be prepared,
either under his own immediate inspection, or l:gv
some person in whom he can place implicit confi-
dence.

Anxious for a speedy cure, I have known many
although instructed otherwise, administer mercury
in far too large doses, which, while it could serve
no good purpose, either speedily and violently
affected the mouth, or occasioned excruciating
pains in the stomach or bowels, accompanied by
most debilitating purging. These affections com-
monly arise from mercury taken internally, yet I
have, in some few instances, observed such effects
succeed its external application, in the form of
friction.

Too great attention cannot be given to the order
in which mercury ought to be introduced into the
system, although it is one of those things in prac-
tice which is frequently almost entirely overlooked.
Whether given in the form of pill, solution, or ap-
plied by Eiction, the doses should be small, and
as frequent after each other as we can with pro-
griety administer them ; so that till the mouth

e completely affected, the former dose is not
allowed to abate in its action on the system, be-
fore the succeeding one be given. Thus, instead

of giving large doses at once, we are enabled to
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in other obstinate cases of this mature, the com-
mon remedies alleviated, but did not remove it, sa
that when any one introduced a bougie, the irri-
tation made the canal contract round the instru-
ment, and hence the idea of stricture, which in
reality only existed while the irritation of the
bougie continued. At last Sir Everard, under the
idea of curing stricture, cauterized the eanal, and,
by this inflammation, removed the gleet, which
could at first have been much bétter, and far more
easily accomplished in a few weeks.

In this whole section, the proofs of stricture are
deficient in every case. Case fourth, it appears,
baffled even the caustic to remove the discharge,
and the patient of course remained uncured. This
affection, if I may judge, not only from my own
experience, but from that of others in the habit
of treating these diseases, could have been com-
pletely cured by the internal use of the lyttee.

In the cases of section third, p. 272, it is re-
lated that a small tumour like a pea, was distinctly
felt in the urethra. What is this but the caruncle
of Wiseman and others? Sir Everard supposes
this tumour to arise from the thickened edge of a
lacuna, but I am much inclined to believe, that
in all the cases of this section, this pea-like body,
or something similar, was the real cause of
obstruction, and that the manifold strictures found
in each canal, were caused by the irritation of
bougies.

It appears that, in some instances, the stricture
was rather the effect than the cause of fistulee in
perincea, as in case v. p. 312, “ A gentleman had
a stricture, which was not known till it had pro-
duced a fistula in perincea.” .

Sir Everard frequently informs us, that the
hardness in perincea is removed by the applica-
tion of caustic to the stricture, and the hard-
ness is the only proof of stricture existing (see
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upon a minute examination, the spots, where the
stricture at five inches, and that at seven inches had
been, could be distinguished by the membrane
being thin, (of course by burming with caustic,
not by stricture!) and more compact at these parts
than in any other. The prostate gland was en-
larged, and several abscesses had formed in its sub-
stance ; these had opencd into the cavity of the
bladder, and the inflammation they had produced
had extended itself over the internal membrane,
which was crusted over with coagulable lymph.
This adventitious substance projected every where
by very wrregular processes into the cavity, and por-
tions of it had, during life, been occasionally se-
parated and voided with the urine.” Nor can I
doubt that the too liberal use of caustic pro-
moted the inflammation, aggravated the symp-
toms, and hastened the death of the patient.

In page 243, Sir Everard gives two cases, as in-
stances of stricture brought on by onanism, in nei-
ther of which is there proof that stricture existed
previously to the introduction of bougiesi The
first case is related as foliows, page 247. ¢ A
gentleman who bad early addicted hLimself to
that pernicious vice, had the following symptoms
brought on at the age of twenty-one; frequent
emissions in sleep, attended with lassitude, depres-
sion of spirits, and loss of general health ; headach,
inability to apply his mind to business or exert him-
self, for the whole of the day after such an effect
had taken place. These occasionally happened for
several nights in succession, and then left him for
six or seven, but that was the longest interval. The
event of these attacks upon his reasoning faculties
was such, as to make him completely miserable, I
explained to him, that I thought it probable the
symptoms of which he complained arose from a
spasmodic stricture immediately behind the bulb of


















166 ULCERS, CUTICULAR

condition of the diseased surface, is often also
caused by the particular condition of the general
system, o

- The pale red is the most healthy, and all the
others are, more or less, deviations from that
standard. These various appearances, are owing
to their various degrees of indolence, from the
very slightest till it has become so torpid, as
scarcely to be influenced by the living powers of
the body. :

There is (unless in certain of these complaints,
wholly caused by, and existing from, external
impression), generally a latent disease, exist-
ing in the system, before ulcers appear on one
or more of the external parts, especially those
which are not caused by external violence : and
the appearance of the ulcer is only a consequence,
or merely an external effect, of the unceasing
struggles of the animal powers, to throw such
diseased action out of the body. The ulcer, un-
der these circumstances, I consider rather useful
than otherwise, because it seems one of those
consequences of morbid action, which is often
calculated to yield great relief. It is thus that
many Fersﬂns, habitually affected with ulceration,
are tolerably comfortable, while these sores are
open, and miserable while they are either shut, or
cease to yield a free discharge ; and, when hectic
symptoms arise from their presence, this is proba-
bly owing to the great increase of the same sort
of morbid action, very possibly assisted by absorp-
tion of the matter, immediately formed by the
peculiar action of the ulcerated surface. |

It was this peculiar morbid action, of the ani-
mal body, which probably gave rise to the hu-
moural pathology, or the absurd notion, that all
diseases owed their existence to a ecertain kind of
foreign matter, floating in the cireulating fluids,
while the truth rested rather in the morbid pecu-
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disposition in their granulations to unite, afid
nothing can produce an union between them, but
altering the disposition of these granulations, by
exciting a considerable inflammation, and probably
ulceration, so as to form new granulations, and,
by these means, gave them a chance of falling
into a sound state.”” He also observes in the next
page, * while they (ulcers) are in a state of gra-
nulation, we find them often dying without any
visible cause: thus a person shall have a sore on
his leg, which shall granulate readily ; the granu-
lations shall appear healthy, the skin shall be
forming round the edges, and all shall be pro-
mising well, when, all at once, the granulations
shall become livid, lose their life, and immediately
slough off; or, in some cases, ulceration shall in
part take place, and both together shall destroy
the granulation ; and probably where ulceration
wholly takes place, it may be owing to the same
cause. New granulations shall immediately rise
as before, and go through the same process : this
shall happen three or four times in the same per-
son, and probably forever (and he was right), if
some alteration in the nature of the parts be not
produced.” That Mr. Hunter had no idea of
these circumstances, being wholly caused, not by
local parts (as he hints), but by general derange-
ment of the habit, is clearly evident by the re-
mark which succeeds these observations, that
¢ this circumstance, of the difference in longevity
of granulations, in different people, is somewhat
similar to the difference in longevity of different
animals.” Not at all, Mr. Hunter, the lon-
gevity of distinct animal life, and the mere
effects of that life, in disease, are two very
different circumstances. Still feeling that he had
not satisfied himself of a knowledge of these
matters, he at length concludes what is the
truth, page 512, of the same work, ¢ It (the
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over the use of this medicine, the swelling began
to abate, but the eruption, with the discharge,
continued to extend upwards to his thighs, and,
in a few months, it covered his whole body, and
even his arms, to the points of his fingers. All
the diseased surface discharged thin matter, simi-
lar to what was at first discharged from his legs,
attended with some pain, but his legs were always
more so than any other part of his body. He then
came from the country into the Infirmary of
Edinburgh, but derived no benefit from the pre-
scriptions he received there. In consequence of
his disease, he had lived in great misery for four
years past, during which time bhe had used almost
every external application which whim or super-
stition could suggest, but derived no benefit from
them. Of late he had used the citrine ointment,
which he thought kept the parts soft, but did no
other good. I desired him to lay aside all exter-
nal applications, and I %rescrihed the tinct. lyttae
to be used internally. This practice he continued
with various effect for seven months, during which
time he was often indeed much worse than before
he commenced the use of the tinct. lytte, but
then he completely recovered, and two years after
he had no return of his complaint.

CASE.

A GeENTLEMAN, of delicate form and small sta-
ture, aged 60, applied to me for the removal of
an eruption of several years continuance in both
his legs, from the ankles to the knees, and a
similar affection in one of his arms. These parts
were greatly swelled beyond their natural size.
His general health was unimpaired, but the im-
mense discharge of thin serous fluid, which con-
stantly proceeded from all the wounded surfaces,
and the excruciating pain which he suffered, ren-
dered his existence extremely uncomfortable.
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it often takes place without our being able to
assign the immediate cause, and can often exist
for a long time, from a principle of action pecu-
liar to itself, not only after the cause which pro-
duced it, has ceased to operate, but even mde-
pEHdently of our most active endeavours to
reduce it. When produced by extersal applica-
tions it seldom if ever, I believe, unless in very
vitiated constitutions, continues to increase, but
gradually declines, till it altogether ceases. When
produced by the lytte it never, in any one in-
stﬂnce, in whatever kind of constitution or exist-
ing state of health I have employed it, keeps up
the inflammatory action, for this uniformly dis-
appears, when we cease to administer that medi-
cine. In other words, its effects on the system,
are on a somewhat similar principle, with our
common ingesta, or like the application of heat
or cold to a thermometer—remove the cause,
and the effect will soon follow.

It is thus that inflammation, from disease, and
also that which is sometimes produced by the in-
ternal administration of various substances, such
as ardent spirits, &c. are, in certain respects, quite
different from that produced by even the most
violent inflammatory effects, excited by the lyttee.
The former substances seem capable of pmducmg
a morbidly inflammatory action, which, in some
instances, is capable of maintaining an indepen-
dent existence in the body, while the inflamma-
sion from the latter does not amount to disease,
nor can it maintain an independent existence,
beyond the regular laws of health.

Thus the action of the tinct. lyttae is purely
mechanical. It gives a vigour to the debilitated
parts, which they themselves could not exert,
and ultimately it invigorates and renders them
able to perform their natural functions, when it
becomes proper to withdraw that medicine from
the system.
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of no material importance, in the cure of diseases,
but its administration has been supposed almost
certainly productive of dangerous effects.

The only effect, previously acknowledged, res-
pecting the lyttee, was one of its occasional, but, by
no means, invariable effects, that is, theiruse increat-
ing venereal desires. I say this is only one of its
occasional effects, for I have known many instances
of both sexes, where individuals, under their in-
fluence were "affected quite differently. In the
male, not only the inclination, but even the usual
ability, to perform sexual intercourse, was much
diminished, and such females as were thus influ-
enced, felt a disgust of what did not fail to please
them before.

The medical properties, I have assigned to this
substance, are, by no means, consonant to the
general opinions which now prevail, nor are they
anticipated in the medical works of former au-
thors.

It is unfortunate, that, in the investigation of
the powers of any remedy, external, as well as
interval, so many circumstances should exist to
give a wrong direction to the mind. The anxiety
of some persons, the ignorance of others, the de-
sire of fame, the love of interest, and the fear of
innovations, have alternately operated against, or
in favour of the administration of our best reme-
dies, for the alleviation of disorders incident to the
human body.

The activity of many medicines has been urged
against their use, although, for my own part, 1
feel convinced that it is only from the properly re-
gulated employment of such medicines that we
have any right to expect decided success. This,
therefore, is but a feeble objection, or how could
we use opium, the preparations of antimony,
mercury and arsenic, which are daily prescribed,
and only do mischief in the hands of ignorant
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believing that 1 have ascertained nearly the whole
effects of that medicine, but, by patient perse-
verance, I hope I shall still farther develope their
powers. If, however, Iam deprived of this, the
specimen I have given the world will, indepen-
dently of party spirit, or any similar bar to the
advancement of every valuable fact, follow out
these researches, that the full powers of such an
active medicine may be known. Thus, and by si-
milar investigations, we would soon banish from
our pharmacopeias that miscellaneous assemblage
of drugs which can never be of use but to him
who wishes to cover his mistakes and blunders, in
a multiplicity of, at best unmeaning substances ;
who can shield himself from detection where
mystery prevails, but who would be afraid to pro-
ceed on the principles of simplicity and truth,
and whose chief occupation is to deprecate im-
provement.

Every department of the practice of medicine,
unless it have, for its basis, philosophic discrimi-
nation, and be conducted with a degree of energy
proportioned to the virulence of the complaint, is
as positively empirical as the practice of him who
indiscriminately vends one nostrum only in the
treatment of every disease. The one drags you
out of the world by a silken cord, while the other
effects the same purpose by means of the sharp
scythe of rapid destruction. Let the education
of the first, and the ignorance of the latter, be as
far removed from each other as they may, it is to
the result of their endeavours we ought to look,
and these being generally unscientific are generally
unsuccessful. DBetween these two sorts of men,
and there are a very great proportion of each,
there can be no doubt that all the engines of des-
truction which ambition, tyranny and ingenuity
have levelled at human life, have not been more
successful in their object than they have been.
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are, in consequence of their delusive nature, de-
coyed from one vain hope to another, until they
become entangled in a labyrinth of distress, from
virhich at length no human effort can extricate
them.

= Yet well, if here could end
The misery : worse ensues ; a train
Of ills of tedious count and horrid name."

Repeatedly disappointed in hopes of relief, the
unfortunate victims become an easy prey to those
mendicants, whose nostrums, for all diseases, are
to be seen in every street of the metropolis; who,
instead of relieving the sufferer, add to his misery
—at once rob him of his money, ruin every re-
maining hope of relief, and basten his journey to
the grave. How this murderous practice has been
so long tolerated by the English nation, is not to
be accounted for! Language cannot pourtray the
dreadful states of body and of mind which ema-
nate from this source, for, while the former is
often dreadfully debilitated, the latter suffers in
the general wreck. Overpowered by depressing
melancholy and gloom, all becomes dark and dis-
mal, friends, pleasures, all which previously gave
delight, become insipid, or excite disgust. Rest-
less, absent, dejected, the sufferer groans with in-
voluntary horror, more pitiable than despair, and
life itselt’ becomes no longer desirable.

Powerful motives withhold the majority of nu-
merous individuals, among the lower classes, from
applying at a public hospital. For them, there-
fore, humanity feels the deepest interest. Their
prejudices, their fears, their feelings, are exqui-
sitely alive to exposure, and, thﬂu%h some are
utterly abandoned, and unsusceptible of shame,
others are possessed of sentiments the most deli-
cate : they prefer dragging out a miserable exis-
tence, rather than be exposed to the observation
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duced—men who have shaped medical science
anew, alternately contradicting each other, in their
opinions on this subject, but uniformly agreeing in
the result of their differences, that these com-
plaints are incurable. On this subject we may ad-
duce the celebrated names of Cullen, Fordyce,
Fothergill, Burns, White, Crawford, Pinel, Four-
croy. A host of other celebrated names could be
enumerated, and surely, the names of Weir ! and
Franklin! of the Medical Board! can stand the
chance of but small professional regard, when put
in competition even with the wery least of these.

The foregoing assertion, therefore, of these gen-
tlemen, 1s as modest as it is generous. It 1s howe-
ver well known, by every medical gentleman, both
in and out of the army, and also by thousands of suf-
fering individuals of every station in society, that
such an assertion is directly contrary to acknow-
ledged fact. We have all been taught, by sad ex-
perience, which must be more depended on than
any report which even Messrs. Weir and Franklin,
of the Medical Board, may produce, that the ut-
most we can reasonably expect from our present
plans of treatment, in these constitutional ulcers,
even assisted by the ¢ more skilful attention in the
general hospitals,” is, at best, only temporary re-
lief. I now call upon Messrs. Weir and Franklin,
to vindicate their assertion, and I pledge myself to
answer them. Silence on their part can be con-
sidered nnlg as an acknowledgement of error.

It was after maturely reflecting on the immense
importance of this subject, and of the great neces-
sity for such an institution, that I was led to a se-
rious consideration of these complaints, and in
private practice, my endeavours have succeeded
beyond my utmost expectations,—even in cases
which had for years been treated both privately,
and in the very best hospitals, and which had af-







































































































































