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me’ fior' discharging ‘my professorial duties in
I ¥obih, T confidently tiust that' the’ present
Cbufse Hill ndtBEdeficients for the Patrons of
the Uniivérsity, not'iffattentive to long-contitiued
exeétions, have) for Several years past, mﬂu]géci
i, by the appointment of an Assistant and St
cesgor. " And Sinee’ the advancement of 1y’ S6i,
froth being my Assistant, to the Chair of Matetia
Medica, they have, at my own request, nominated
déi'inj“cd&djutm' in the Institutions of Medicine,
Hr:ﬁLISON;w}'mm I recommended to that situa-
tion, from a firm convietion of singular abilities.
His assistance, when I shall find it i‘iet:ela‘sfm‘jr; ay
supply my defects; and I confidently trust, that,
by our mutual exertions, the present Courde witl
afford much useful instruction to those who ‘majr
hmmgr us by their attendance. |
“T'am, ‘indeed, by no means a stranger to the
atduous nature of the task on which we are to
enter. The Scienée of Medicine is no less exten:
sive than intricate. Tt has for its object, the' pre:
vention, the removal, and the alleviation, ‘of &1l
the diseases to which the human race avé sibL
jected. " Tt is ‘not' therefore to be expected tHat,
from iy one teuchet, 4 just kn owledge of it is to
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aE % sl
becquined, Phatitmay bepropary gl e
aumited; labour of, different, tpaghsrs 15, essantially
mecessary. . But at Schools of Medicine the most
‘eelebrated, and; where; many, teachers of eminence
have. been assembled; the partieular branches,
-veferred to particular Professors, have been much
wvaried 5 and while few divisions are without, some
advantages, it is diffieult, perhaps, to say what di-
vision of Medicine is best entitled to. prﬂfmence

.. Xnto any critical examination respectmg the
| zpdvantages or disadvantages of particular dur]smns
~adopted at Wiebnted Schools of Mecdicine, I do
ot now prppase to enter. T shall only observe,

_;that the branch of Mcdlcal Science whmh 1s al-
Jotted t{!l us in the University of E(lmhurgh has
Qommonly been denominated the Thmry, or fn—
stltutmns of Medicine; thaj; is, the Flr t Pqn
gples of the Henhng Art {}1', 111 othcg w?{ds
. the_Philosophy of the Human Bgudy' The

JJ: il_ilfi

‘:Fhemj: of Medicine, therﬂfnrehaa it has n-
| o
3 I}Dﬁ“ix J}egn ca.lled shmﬂd fm*msh a lﬂufu

I 10 2013 s Biol0

%Plaﬂatmn of tile general dnc;nﬁes of Htealth

923017 10 b O | 15 ' ] Tuﬂ-
of Discase, : and nf Remedy. 1t cannot, there-
auf W | tl l'ful tfqu 1":11;: tundaal adi fo
e wan ¢ a.t 18 extenswe uhje
0&' ﬁ@?l}l M1 (TD[ARae "1 11 8 Et

should h:we been subdlﬂded into different infe-
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rior branches. Of all the subdivisions of the
Institutions of ‘Medicine, none, in modern Uni-
'ée*rﬁ (165" Hds “Bden thoré generally ‘adoptel thian
st of the’ iMhetrions BornrmaAvE, the tost
ehiated Tescher of Medicine during the period
iﬁkwih ¢h he'lved! 1n Bornmaaves Instii-
tibhies 'Medicer, the fextbook for his Liectures
"oh this sﬂbjﬂefi, you will find it subdivided'into
"Hve inferior branches: 1. Physiologia ; 2. Patho-
qum, 3. Semciotica ; 4. Hygiene ; and'5. The-
'mpeutwa That all these fall to'beé ‘éontpre-
hended under the Institutions, is ‘indeed ‘thie;
yet I am inclined to think, that some of them
may be considered with much greh’!f&iaﬂ‘i’rﬁlﬁéﬁge
‘when united than when disjoined ; and, on'this
: gmund, I have lmlg divided my Course of T.te-
“tures on. the Institutions of Medicine into two
r'branches mﬂy The first I denominate Pathuln-
rg;lcal Ph]rmulogy, and the second General Thera-
peutics. The f{}I'I]]ﬂl‘ is readﬂy dlsl:mgmshable from
"Apatmfmml Ph}fmuhgy, and the latter from’ Isfm-
maI Therﬁpeutms, or the Practme of Meﬂi}élhe
stnctly S0 caﬁei Ohpis Hl first of these’ s
" uf the Iustatutmqs Iﬂ:';"I 'atiénhun Wit for this
Wmtm-Sessmﬁ be ;nieﬁ'] culzn_lﬁneﬂ“ and 1'énaifht

Hrh QI .:I : 1950 9y |1 i‘l!jj’“[{



14

tempt, as far.as I am able, to give a rationa) and
philosophieal explanation of the different. prgans
and functions of the living bodyin.a state of health,
and of the different diseased states to which: each
particular-.nrgan or function of the body i@g.yk-
jected. o vitliti o) H 3
1At is the business ﬂf the second. great bmnch,
tihe Therapia generalis, to explain the opera-
tion and use of the different classes into which
medicines have been distributed, Emetic_s,;,lgfi;-
thartics, and others; to point out those can-
tions which are to be observed in the employment
of each class; and to demonstrate those morbid
conditions of the system, by which each particu-
larclass is either indicated or contra-indicated.
But the Liéctures on this branch, for the present
‘Winter, 1 'shall entirely. relinquish to my, co-
adjutor Dr AxrisoxN. I may euly uhsar?e,.d:h@t
the ticket for the Institutions ;g]'{ve;gf!gquagl} ad-
mission to the Liectures-of bothe; ) w0000
o0 Onthe importanee oiamanyduiﬂfe;mﬁ particulaxs
falling under the subject-allotted, to.each of us, it
isaltogether unneeessary for me;i to make any re-
marks; - That importance - must, he ,Wﬂﬁmﬂﬁ'
«abvioiss to every-intelligent/Studentyy 1, shall, only
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farther say, that both my coadjutor and Iwill
bé& mitich to blame, if those Students who: bestow
due'attention on 'the Lectures here delivered, do
not déﬂvbf ﬂmr them an adequate return for their
labour. ! LG

But if the utility of a Course depends mmfh
on the subject which is taught, it depends also
not'a little on the method in which it is taught.
That any Course of Medical Lectures may be
preductive of the full advantages to be'derived
from it, a suitable conduct is necessary, both on
the part of the Lecturer himself, and his Hearers.
For there can be no doubt that their combined
exertions will afford mutual aid to each other.v1
trust, therefore, it will not be deemed improper,
if, on the present occasion, I shall offer a few re-
marks, on the office of a faithful Teacher; and
on the duty of an attentive Student, of Medicine.
Tn speaking of the first of these subjects, without
descending to particulars, I mean only to saya
fow words respecting those great lines of conduct
‘which should be followed by every Medical: Fre-
ceptor. 'On this'1 rather enter, as what /I:am
now to'say, is not less applicable tothe means by
which the Healing At is to be taught, -than'to
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those. by which, it is to be improved. And.among:
my present hearers, 1. trust: thexe are notia few //
who may hereaftex be justly entitled to-theappel=-:'
lati;gg,_.oj_;‘ -'.‘I-'I.J?‘P"O‘Terﬁrfﬂf Medicine. - For in: this
Art, notwithstanding the: labours of  ages; nuich
yetgrexmisos e disdoverod aindkiGealgs s 1o
by Industry, can hardly fail to be productive of o
some good effect in the advancement of Medieal
Science, pond o doider | o

In every branch of Medicine, two great ob,]ﬂc‘is &l
may he pointed out as claiming particular atten-
tion: these are, ai Knowledge of Facts, and a
Knowledge of Principles. Certain established
data must, in all Sciences, be the foundation of
reaﬁm_}..ing: and, in Medicine, a comprehensive
knowledge of facts is, in a particular manner; ne~ '«
cessary. For that knowledge, besides being the
basis of general conclusions, often immediately -
leads to successful practice. « Hence we may ac-:
count for the ample store of medical facts with: '
which the earliest Medical Libraries; as they may. .
be styled, the Tem.ples of Apollo; are said to have
aboyndpslaozor sldpoiisiobai ven Juow

It is net, hnwewl every assertion, fﬁundﬂd on
.;a_utimrlt}._seemmgly unexceptionable, that can be
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adoptedas an established truth in"''Medicing "'
While, itherefore, industry ‘is requisite’ in ' the’se- ("
lection cof “facts, attention ‘must also be bestowed'
in distinguishing truth from eiror. And he who''*
is anxious-to acquire the most useful knowledge
of faetsin’Mediéine, must tdenve that knowléﬂg‘e»'
fromy various sources. ' /10 | ahal vd
- Asithe first, and, indeed, the pnnclpal source,
from which a knowledge of important medical *
facts is to be obtained, I may point out, diligent
examination of Medical Records, as transmitted
to us in the writings of eminent Medical Authors. "
The most distinguished medical practitioners, in’
all ages, have been no less industrious in making
observations, than free in communieating theése "’
observations to the public. And the store of 'waz '~
luable facts, for which we are indebted to Wiz "
ters lofimodern date; as'well as to the diseerns "
ing oAneients; ‘has now extended to ‘a length -
almost: mcrédible. i 'Arduous, however, as the'"
tasks of oexamining 'the ‘writings of = different’”
medical - authors « maybe, it s still ' neeesgac
ry: and diligent, nay, indefatigable research g’
particularly orequired iof /him, who ‘¢ithier ros
fesses ‘to bela tehchery or  is ambitious to he'an '
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improver of Medicine. In' the' examination of
medical facts, it is indeed true, that every dili-
gent inquirer will soon be distracted by numeros
contradictions. It istherefore necessary, that)'in
this examination, the most positive assertions; as
well as the most modest suggestions, should be
canvassed and considered. And an assent is'to
be given only to such assertions as are corrobo-
rated by the concurring testimony of the most ju-
dicions observers, and to such as appear to un-
biassed judgment to be the most probable. ' By
careful and candid inquiry, thus conducted, much
useful knowledge may be derived from the obser-
vation of medical writers, of every age, and of
évery country.

" But this is by no means the only source from
which a knowledge of important facts is to be de-
rived by him who undertakes the office of being
a Teacher, or who aims at the honour of being an
improver of medicine.  He must have recourse to
a second, and a still more important source, care-
ful observation of occurrences in the actual prac-
tice of ‘medicine. It is not from the chimeras of
imagination, or the dreams of a closet, that truth
cant he established, or ervor refuted. ~ He who
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must, decide - between  contradictory, assertions,
should be able to appeal not only to books, but to
Nature, . In this way, his opportunities for accu-
rate informations will be, proportioned to the exs
tent of - the- medical, practice which he witnesses
withidue discernment.. But it isnot in every case,
that the best and most extensive opportunities for
information are accompanied with the most judi-
cious, decision. To derive, from witnessing  the
a.ctaml .practice of Medicine, those advantages
which it may afford, natural sagacity, improved by
extensive reading, must be combined with careful
observation. And it is particularly the duty of
every candid medical inquirer, while he is at pains
to procure proper opportunities for information,
faithfully to employ these to the best advantage.
By this means he will be enabled, not ouly to cor-
rect the errors, and to avoid the deceptions of
others; but-also to add to the common stock of
useful knowledge, and: thus he will enrich the
treasury of useful medical facts. i
»In many cases,” however, something fa;t,hen

ﬁtﬂl wanting, for aseertaining truth. ., Even Jt};f
most careful observation, aided by. witnessing the
aiost extensive; practice, will not, in evew@ﬁ;ﬁi—
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cular, afford cumplete satisfaction, This defect,
however, may. often be supghed ,f;r“fﬁs.ﬁxﬁ; tlfag

source, from Exper;m t, when that expe en

} 2Ll 1
u; mmlucted w1t11 Judlc;qus attentmp 1o 41 1

. There is, perhaps, no subject of inquiry, which
.at present affords a more amvle ﬁf:ld, forr}ngqnult
ty and industry, in the way of experiment, than
Medicine, in all its branches, Thisis, in g par-
twular manner, demonstrated bj,f the hght whlph
has lately been thrown on different physmlo!gl
questions, by recent experiments. Many of tht—g?e
experiments have clearly demonstrated, not only
‘how | far even the wisest philosophers had in dif-
fgrqnt particulars before erred, but how much yet
_remains to be learned. 7t &
The late discoveries in Cherrustry ha:ve opgned
up. to us new prospects, ‘with regard tq ﬂxgqst
every constituent part of the animal body H P?ﬁlfl'
cularly with respect to its various ﬂmds - f&in}% if
_the conjectures, founded on tl,]ese dls,cﬂﬁenes,
. which have lately been thrown out b?,f BEDI%Q,ES
.. ’];F%TTER, PATERSON ami nthers, shall even, m
party he established, these dlsmw!zrles w1]1 1334}'1 to
_most 1mpurtant Imprmcments in the. prgictjﬁgruf

: nf[edlmne pmtwuhrly in the cure ﬂf some. d.ls-
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e

feascs which h.ue Tong been ranked amiong’ the
Eﬁvmﬁ? i medzmﬂmi even in Phthlsls Pulino-
‘alis, oe o the most certamly fatal i b
~ If there be'a :my ‘truth 'in the mn']ecl:ures to
Wik ’h’l“ﬁ&"e ahude{] thany of what are now held
£6 b6 tho  Teast douhtful pathological doctrines
st "lﬁfdergu a very considerable change. 'And
%hat may be esteemed a Humoral Pathology, as
1i; ‘was ll:mg styled in the schools of Medicinle, will
agmn in part be restored. That Humoral Pa-
rfﬁology will, indeed, be very different from the
humours of GALEN, of SYDENHAM, of even of
BoErRHAAVE. But it will demonstrate, .i:hrit,' to
‘the condition of the fluids in the prevention and
cure of diseases, much more attention is to be
“paid than was the opinion of HorFramaN, Har.-
IMIER, CULLEN and others, who referred almost
| “all the phenomena of disease to affections nf the
‘ ﬁ’é}{ruus 'system
There ca,n, 1 think, be no doubt, that the action
“of the Hm&s on the solids of the living hud}r is both
S 1immed1ate and mnslderable and there can 'be as
} “little doubt, that the Hulds are subpcie& tu ‘mor-
“bid ciha.nges, from many different causes.  Hyen

| f}he important vital function of Respiration, t’Hough
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studied for ages, with ‘particular attention, still
affords ani ample field for interesting experiments
and discoveries. 'Till' very lately, ‘even' the*imost
able medical philosophers were almosé entirely'ig-
norant of some of ‘the principal putposeswhich
respiration serves in the animal ecconomy'; ‘anid
many points still remain to be ascertained, parti:
cularly with regard to its influence on  the Aluids.
Thus, according to some late experiments of Si-
GUIN, it is, with great probability, concluded ‘to
be an essential agent in the digestion of our food,
or at least'in its assimilation into blood : And
by the changes which the blood undergoes at the
lungs, there can now be little doubt that diseases
tilay both be induced and eured. L0

Butif experiments be still necessary for elei:
dating the important vital function of Respiration,
they are equally necessary for aseertaining ‘many
points respecting the no less important vitil fine.
tion of Circulation.  Although the simple but'de-
cisive' experiments of HARVEY, clearly-'deﬂﬁﬁi
strated the general course of ‘the blood in the hu-
itan-body, which was before ‘altogether unknown
16t ‘only to the Greek, the Roman; and the Ard
bian Philosophers and Physiciats, bt also'to the
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most distinguished moderns, long after the revival
of literature in Iurope ; yet, if some late experi-
ments by CormiNNIUs-in Italy, and by Carson
in Liverpool, bewell founded, much respecting ¢ix-
culation still remains, to be discovered ; particu-
larly with regard to circulation through the most
important organ of the body, the Brain. (11
| But of these different particulars I shall have
occasion to speak, when 1 come to treat of the
functions of Respiration and Cireunlation, - At
present, I may only observe, that the utility,
and even the necessity of future experiments, on
every branch of medieal science, cannot be de-
nied. And, indeed, there is perhaps, no branch
of Philosophy, which, at present, stands more in
need of illustration by experiment, than the Phi-
losophy of the Human Body. ol
For properly conducting many experiments, in-
deed, much leisure, as well as sound judgment, is
necessary. The greater part, therefore, of those
physicians who are extensively engaged in actual
practice, ave incapable of allotting to experiment
that time and attention which are indispensably
requisite. . - Yet even amidst all the distractions
of frequent avocations, much may be done; par-
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agnlaxlyin expurinients respecting thicanost ie-
zesting: paxt of the medical axt; dcewrate ObsGrva-
dions,of . the real effects of emedies employed‘in
she curesof discasess By thicse; whdamay ‘not only
ﬁlpgﬁmwmhmmmwﬂmlﬂ
m;%ﬂlmnmmmesw thiehuman s
pomty;: both in 'health and diseaser “Ahdsit ity
with: jiistice be asserted, that experimentswhieh
wonld Jeads to-useful conclusions; have beéh2hi6re
frequently neglected, from want of indiisty, thith
from: wang of deisure. it is pfnmcuiuﬁ?&ith@‘&ty

of thoseiwho either undertake the office of Heing
Feachers of»Medicine, or w7ho ain ‘af the' Konbit
ofeing fimprovers: of “that art; to-eut fivh b hIE
niodey ofingiry themselvés; and 'thits) by Eesnd
ﬁ@' as:well as by 'pml:li?,ftﬁ)ﬂ'eﬁ!ﬂm TheoFHL
vestigation of /truthj by experiment, to' the atteH
tion.ef-othiers: v o pogies ¢ oeodd Yo aghelword &
Q@Mﬁ'ﬂhmlq}mmﬂrmﬁtw shukies AGH
whenee:a knowledge of: usefitl “edicdl faets 17%b
be obtained: | These arey| diligent extninition-of
mawmmmﬁe cairefiil obs

wmwﬁ.mmqmm h%ﬂ'ih tHede
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sources, scrutinized with painful industry, he must
derive his knowledge, who is ambitions of either
improving the healing art, or of discharging ' the
duties of a faithful Teacher of Medicine. ' That
the Lecturer may communicate this knowledge to
his. hearers, these facts must be so arranged and
digested, as to make a strong and lasting impres-
sion on/their minds. - Thus he will communicate
to. them that knowledge which they will after
wards find most essentially useful, when they en-
gage in actual praetice. 3 anpoT
But, besides endeavouring to communicate ai
accurate and comprehensive knowledge of facts, it
is also the duty of a Teacher of Medicine to'in:
struct his hearers with respect to what have: been
denominated Medical Doctrines. He who would
practise Medicine, not as a mere empiric, but ups
on rational principles, must found his practice on
a knowledge of those causes on which diseases des
pend, and of their operation on the human body.
This knowledge is to be drawn only from an ac-
quaintance. with those principles which regulate
the functions of the body in a state of health;
With regard to many of these funetions, howeves;
even the most acute reasoners on Physiology are
B
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far from having armived, at certainty.  Respect-
ing mmany, important, functions,, mﬂgudﬁmm
h‘mﬂﬂms&a which have been ably supported, it.is

difficult to determine which: ought, tanbe“aa%
dered.as the most probable. . Jn such cases, it is
the, duty of the Teacher to, state,to ‘his hearers,
not only the opinion which heiis himself inclined
to; consider as the most. probable, but to givela
clear and distinct account also of  the opinions, of
others, when supported by plausible and ingenious
reasoning. - And, unawed by the authority of great
names, he must deliver, without passion or pre-
judice, these arguments which to ‘him appear
either to corroborate or invalidate such doctrines:
i By, these means, the Lecturer may communi-
cate to his hearers that knowledge whieh, unless
by, very great labour, they eonld not-have obtained
from the original sources of information, particular-
1y from books. And in questions involved in.doubt
and ghscurity, he may lead them,if not toa eertain,
at least to a probable conclusion. But when matters
are,very doubtful, it is;to be expected of Feachets
‘jﬁ(mjﬁw;rﬁh&hthﬁ? will, still farther aim atithie
discovery of truthi : And if they:shall thinks that
their, mﬁ:gatams} have been attended: with: sue-
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cessiiat s their Qtity ‘to communicate t6” their
héarers' any ebifjectitres which ‘are’ stipported by
probablé agments. 1Po thiese conjectrres; which
iy in sorie degree be considered as the childten
‘of This*own dnivention, it may reasonably be con2
clisded thiat “any Fiecturey will have a fond’ parl
kinlity's’ amd when 'he' treats of these subjects, eveii
e’ smost vigid critic éan hardly refuse some’ ins
Aulgenee o the enthusiasm of the Teacher * Still,
Tiowever; it'is his duty to deliver coriclusions re:
specting his own hypotheses ‘with'' becoming ‘dif.
fidence. " Even when he is himself most satisfied
respecting the truth of his conjecturés; he should
still recollect, that he is' not ‘only a'party judae,
but ‘that” hie knows niot what-objéctions méfy be
started against them by others. 0100/ 21 01 oies
borHe will ‘indeed ‘naturally wish, by endéavour-
-infto vemove steh objeetions as have been stated
iorhim; £ give'as full  conviction as he can of his
Afuvotiriteoopinions! o But he ought not to  forget
“that:these ate not the-only subjeets which it 38/ His
Aty to teach v And that in' the wide exétended
“field which every bratieh of 'the medieal Séiérice
‘affords; much timie'should niot be wasted on a"feky
particulars: Nothing, therefore, is of more conge-
B2
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Ohiétice i any Tedehior/than torestvain withinl pro-
“G5bilgunias owhat ihad say of: ehdseisibjectsanast
Ugioaoitia™ to' himself, andre¥en perhapsimosten-
Ipertdining o his hearerss Forodldionglbitslionld
" be thié dir'ob every Leeturdtitorcondudt hiscourse
" bu'the inost agreeable plany yetit s still méove his
duty to conduet it>upon thatrplam whichiisamest
“fhistractive to hisheavevs.«1i toubnos ilhme vl
0 {AfLer the observations which have been bfférdd
"ot the'duty of 'a faithful Teacher of Medicinelas
‘4 publicFecturér, T shall ‘add only a few! words
‘tespecting his conduct in private. It will be, sub-
5ervient ‘o liis own interest; to solve, as far as be
155 ablel doubts! and “difficulties: swhich-may: have
péeiiived 4o’ any of This hearers)iwithxespeet,to
“4Hat he'may have delivered. ) It ismot-indeed: to
bé imagined, that on every private;or anonymons
~’ﬁj&i&l‘:’é&ﬁﬁnyhé.zshnﬁ'ld.ia]mudminmnqibé&mﬁﬂﬂ!n
‘of publie instruction; which-he has, after, serigus
'econsideration, adopted asthe best.iwFotby such
I ¢hanges ‘or' interruptions, whilé‘he complics with
'glie wishios of “onie rindividnaly/he nay-disappeint
‘sdhys (Bt thecharacter:of theipubliepreceptor
- does bt exclude that 'of: the iprivate instrutor.
I/Amd it ought tobethe ambitioniof every Teacher
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«to hold: a place in the affections as well as in the
1sesteemoof his-héarers: .- As far, therefore,, ﬁﬁi“'fhﬁ
-rengagements will allowy it is his interest as well
Lisohdst idirtyoto bestowv an-attentive consideration
somevery doubtiordifficulty proposed to him, He
zighould: éver -demonstrate al l‘ﬁ&d«? disposition, to
tgivesall theinformation he isable. . . .1
By such conduct in -private as well as in pu-
Iblid)cheswill most  faithfully: discharge the duty of
»thatithpottant office committed , to, himy by, those
“‘who become his pupils. But rthﬂtr.fﬁrﬂ?ﬁﬂ:ﬁ?&h@r
~may be properly supported. in- the discharge., of
+that dity, certain exertions and proper;conduct
are necessary also-on ‘the part of his Pupils; ; For
Obesides everyother circumstance; a due degree, of
oattention from ' Students iis' neeessary, for: giving
“wigour and spirit 't the efforts of the Teacher.
“Ttds meedless to mention, that regular attendance
~on Ticctuives is hecessary on the part of every Stu-
ddénts dvho wishes! tol ;profit: by the  prelections, of
ﬂ,ﬁyy Teacher: o' No one can imagine; that@,r,lgﬁ[ﬁw-
I derive usefub knowledge: from - the imexe! name;of
being thel Pupibof ‘any Professor s Oxithat fram.
“thierchagmoof Having paid a fee, he tamacquiredn-:
‘strviction by miracalous: imspiration!.X'o; profit
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by the Lectures of ‘any’ Professor, iviis necessary
that he should be heard, not only withregularity):
but with due attention’: Forlit ig'by végularats:
tendance, and due attention alone,/thatphe kmoves:
ledge which ]nncf &urﬂ?ﬂﬂphﬂmkmﬂq&he obwi
teimedails dary ovoided ot ilsaasid wolls [fow asm
-/ But while reg-ulan#}#-:ﬁndmatmym.tm he=:
stowed, it is farther necessary to guard against
another error, perhaps little less' pernicious:than:
negligence-or idleness.  What I allude foy:is
the error of implicitly adopting the tenets and:
opinions of ‘any one particular Teacher. » It'is a
fault but: too .common, especially with: those be-:
ginning the Study of Medicine at Public Semi
naries, to be captivated with the doctrines of some:
favourite ' preceptor, on some: fashionable:subjeet.
His tenets they are apt to eonsider-as the;stand<l
ards ‘of truth, and by these every other opinion:
mnst stand or fall;c i fuoidiivw tedosal oa er orodi
oThan this there cannotobe! a mmore| permicious
grior, or a more offectual bartoall real improvess
ent.The truth of thid asscrtiondyfullyevinbed;
by vattending’ to ' the. rise :and sdowmfal iof> Taamy:
systems of Medicine prevailing: atoformer-periods.
Miiny’ systems' 'have: atpdifforentil pexiods béen
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fashienable:in: Medieine, which for a:long-time
durst: mot: be ' contradicted. - Now, however, they:
are not only fully refuted, but even generally held/
invoontempt. | 'What has‘happened to these:sys-:
tefns miay happen to others. . For no considerate!
man will allow himself to believe, that the pres:
sent most fashionable: Medical Doctrines are with-
out imperfection or errors: And they will have
the best chance of being held longer insesteem, if
they be met implicitly adopted where-they ‘are:
faulty or erroneous. - to: 1oxts o
- The errors of any system can; he avmdedwalr
by liberal inquiry, a mode of conducting; Hduca!
tion which cannot be too strongly inculeated: upon:
every Student of Medicine. ritns o 29 PTRL
. Liberal inquiry ean only be. ﬂmmiﬂishﬁdg by
hearing-and considering various opinions, on the
same: subject with proper attention. And while
there is no teacher without errors and deficiencies;
sosthere is perhaps no one from whom something
useful may-not be learnt. It is by liberal -and.
candid inquiry alone;-that the true and ‘useful-of
any. systemitnayobe obtained, while its-exrors will
be correctedsand its dmperfections suppliedsiaizya
:But while| liberal linquiry on: the. part; of tlé
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Miedieal Student ' is ‘necéssary, forothelinvestiga<
HOW R Brithy /18 no'lessroquiditeyal thelmbanss
P éndbling i £69Applopriate te> himdelf the!
Knbwledge he may derive fromiothers. [Horshése:
médical doctrines ‘only eatrbe by iy Hisefullyi
aplicd “i thie! practide ofo Médidine] Rvhidv-her
catiies froni - the ‘Scheols;’ notas-the! tenetofhal
Profesor; bt as the resilt of deliberate judgs:
&t from hivgelf, -0 ioon Juolel sosivioxs oarl
ooy itliispirpose; different opinions: must aiet]
orily bé hetird) But considered with frequent and;
seribiis  refleetion’” Arguments, both for and a<
gainst patticlar doctyines, must be weighed with’
delibérate“eaution, ‘and &' determination formed'
with ithisissed  candonro By these fiéansy swhile
risthkes mre avoided and corrected; what s tre
and useful will ‘be ‘established o the oostosurel
faamdationo - os af odw Javewod daobmi dadT

10Tn'the accomplishment of theseends; muéhmay!
béQotie by every attentive Studetity Hothoasran!
idstrions Todder ‘of Hosks, and asiw diligene
Hiéhrét!loF Téctiites!” " Bt fore the Cattainment  of
MedieaY kiowledge, T Must Alsohelldave toment
ot tHat the 'City of Bdiititghoafords another
wiost Cusefal mode 'of inktrictivneo I meano these
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Secieties; or associations;for mutual improyement]
whichrhave beeniihere, so-long and so deservedly:;
held in-hight esteemai1Of these institutions, fiee,
and deandid examination, is:-the- very basis ydmj
thent different -opinions;are eonsidered, antk,eARn
vassedii/ T he:dobts of different-hearers are, star,
tediand explained;and; by candid observation-and.,
reflection; aré either confirmed or removed, »Jmy
these exercises, latent genius is called forth,;and,
jadgment: is-matured by exertion ;- and.while, the
powers. of invention and understanding raze ims,
proved, habits of industry are acquired;;. Activi,
ty is, inspired by example; and. merit, is cherished,
hiy:resteems ;- Thus; the pains of  business, g,
sweetened by the, pleasures of emulation; and the,
exertions -of vevery individual have an immediate,
tendeney:to the improvement of all. ;. 11000 hue

That Student, however, who is anxious; to:xeap;
the full advantages.of such institutions, must not
be:merely,the silent hearer; of ¢ thﬂ -papers -or. 10byy
seryationsof othiers. Besides endeavouring to,cany;
tribute to the.general improvement, whether. by
the communication,of facts or opinions, evem: the,
youngest. Student shonld reflect, that it isiof muehy
‘more: consequence;to hiny to have ja, solution. of his;
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owndoubts; than merely to. listen to' debates ve<-
specting  the doubts of‘othets. 1oFiemubt b sen.
sible; that a satisfactory solution: ofhis:doubts<is’
tol be' expected “only when sthey are stated in his;
own words,: and as ' they 'strikechimselfiio Fhis
miust wecessarily-lead himoto conelude, that' the'
greatest! improvement which 'he can- derive; fromi)
Medical Societies must depend on his taking am!
aetive share in their discussions. o e il
Butthe questions debated 1n Medical Socie=
ties; and the topics discussed in Lectures, should
soon ‘afterwards become the subject of serious re-
flection with the attentive Student. He should
weigh iw his own mind what is there said against
whathias' been before written by others. And
for such private study, Edinburghaffords the-
best opportunities.. . For here Students can have
free jaccess to several very valuable colléetions of:
medical books. Exclusive of those Libraries which
are appropriated solely to the nse'of the Students:
who have ‘beenadmitted into the' two Societies’
established by Royal Charters, cthe :Public: I
brary: ofothey ®niversity fis ‘how.iprovided with!
a-ivetf cektennsive: collectionsiofzmedicali: 8
which every Student:has an: opportunity!of! cons:
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sulting' and, borrowing,-under certains regulations:
And for thewuséliof the!Btudentsacatalogue of:
thesmiedigal :hooksin: the: Library has lately beei-
pririted. 1 Ehis eatalogiie is @ bookoso usefulthit;
ini(fily opinion; mo-inedicalStudent ab theUnix
versity: of Edinburgh ought to want it ;--and;-at-
the expence of :a few shl]]mga, he ma;yrmhbmfm-
fromy the ‘WUnder-Librarian. - itata0® TaoihoM
By such aids, those who possess: due ﬁeal:— For:
the aequisition of medical knowledge; may: soon
become aequainted with the most interésting: me<:
dical facts and doctrines. ' They willy;in:no long-
time, appropriate to themselves the: most valuable:
observations of others :- And they will carry fromi,
the Schools of Mediﬂin‘e the best foundation: for:
smadﬂqpraetme; uids olevizg  dowa 10}
" While, hnmar, npportumtles are thus affords/
etbto Students for prosecuting Medical Education!
at Edinburgh with stich advantages, the interest«
ing aiature of ‘the profession of Medicine must:
urge-upon the mind of every one:of them; inresis+
tible arguments fox:employing these opportunities:
to the nttermost.» W ithout-enlarging wipotv thesel
argiumeénts; it s sifficient o 'admonish the Medi-:
caboStudent; that;the most iniportant comeerns: of
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his fellow creatures may soon be entrusted to his
care: And according to the degree of knowledge
which he shall W ql‘l]"lﬁg his studies at
schools of Medicine, his best friends may either
fall the unfortunate victims of his ignorance, or
be preserved alive, to be the grateful patrons of
s iblidiesaar ¥ @wind aaibeosig adr moa’

1o PHat medical knowledge; it is his interest) d¢
ﬁ%ﬁ}m Ih"fé“’ﬂut to mﬂeavour“td acffuﬁ'e ‘H{hﬁiﬂ;
?\'gla?. . nig?hgijﬁughf £o reﬂecf tfml’s””t{ gt g

0 ,mmﬂ m; ¢ iy sldepaeni

}Hﬁsurpm 0 Stud}r ma.y 1}9, yet, ﬁ'om 01'5-

seen ﬁﬂnméw fé;jﬂe acmdents, th@ present qes-
sion, mayperhaps be the only opportunity he,shall,
have-oflaequiring, at Schools of, Medicine,. suehy
knowledge of>the principles.and practice of -his:
profession as will enable:him 'to support the dig
nity of the healing art, and extend its bléssings'te’
mankind. To these considerations, it is ynneces-
my'ﬁotadd more to’ Stimulate every reflécting
student, whose intention it'is to dcdieaté Himiself
to the practice of Medicine, to'bestow unwearied
espbittot st he proseciivioniofohii-stusdios,.nCl »

to yinwos od} ai eyab nsi Juods 10t sonsede ns 0its ;qeb
of oy ootk oitedivai ue sldey yor moqu bruot T ST
20w Yo sgsllod fayell adi Yo lestlentl Invand sd)




zifl of botawiins od mooa yem 297udsstd wollsh aid
ggbslwoml To 991gsb ad? 03 gaibiooss bak : eieo

38 eoibude eid 3 :@Eﬁsﬂﬂ:ﬁ Ifede od dotdw
1otldio yem ebmoitt Jaod aid oaioihelM Yo eloodoa |
10 goustongi aid o amloiv sisnuiotay odi Ilst
1o enosdag Inlotsrg adi od of ovils boviszorq od
Froum the preceding Lecture, it appears: that .Dr
Doveay,still continues, at & yery advanced petiod of
Uil S0 Sicb s EL?H%E& & 3 523 fa'rgfﬁ‘
Bl iRy LB i e
e o o)

age, may Lge mférred frnmriﬁsr rﬂg*? D wra-gﬁmsﬁ
"m%’il&éhi Medicine, as a Tuckative protession; By Yise
L@@ﬂ&.ﬁ!ﬁﬁmmﬂﬁa&@wmwaq&&
Fainbureh: | His resolution on this subject willl beobost
wideistood  from the two following Eettets, whiichvhave
appéaved) inoFhe: Edinbuigh | ddvériisers, anth,othey
Newspepestd eii buotxo bue d1s gailsord ad) Yo yin
FEIPY S ATt 8 Wit A3 Woon, Esq. Presidedit
suiofihe Royal €ollege: of Sm‘geumwnf Edinburghs
Yo from DeDUNCAN, S0 coiimaias seodw dasbiia
Hotsawms wolzed Ao amls Sdudre, Sept! %1823 ol

« DEAR-SiRsr=1 ponmy, retun to; Edinburghyestets
day, after an absence for about ten days in the county of
Fife, I found upon my table an invitation from you, to

the Annual Breakfast of the Royal College of Surgeons,

i
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oh the electiot' of theif President, 1 triist that 'ty beifg
Mibfe Uan thirty thiles distint’ fom E‘&H’ﬂﬂg}'ﬁ”ﬂtﬁ{ﬁé
e wWien te Break fist fook plite. will b Kl d L
Gitt exchise for Hiot doing fiyselt e S SPM
ihi that intitdtion; as'T havd done w&ﬁaﬁ?ﬂaﬂﬂﬁ
‘Sloris‘of similar Electiofs! Thotgh w%iijfamﬂ“ﬁzﬁﬁ
still derive mucH ‘ha ”ﬂ-&ih‘g&:h f{aﬂy?" ﬁﬂd i
i ot withotit hopes thiat T &m%@&&hﬂ
Collége at some future dnnudl ¢ v{vmlhraafiﬁ' chilrt
e Now, however, idvinced o the Eightiet’ ae{ff‘
iy dge, it ‘caniot ‘seem’ wonderful “that T'Shotild B2 '¢
“Sirotis of ‘retiting fron employment, atténded Botl
‘metital anxiety and bodily fatigue.’ Permit e
to- take ‘Eﬁ:?ﬁppﬂrtﬁﬁ'ﬁy uf’ mformi‘.ng ybﬁ fﬁa‘rt.hiﬂ
‘How resolved to'decline visiting any patlen’ts at their owr
‘houses §* and; i ‘futare, to confine my medical practice
' giving ‘advice in’ writing respecting cases communi-
éated to e in‘wnt:mg “Permit me, also, to r "ijéstﬁm
favour, that you will take whatever mode you may think
best of communicating my resolution to your fellow
Members of the Royal College of Surgeons.
¢ Believe me to be, &ec.
o6 Aﬁﬁﬁﬂwlﬁiﬁi Jﬂifi}iilu&n

: : simptq Isotham Yo tn-:u.rﬂn hrm
J ExtmtOfaLetber to the Rev. ANprEW Browy Pro.

. fessor of Rhetoric i 111 the University of Edmburgh,
f“{Fl Dr Dugc

qot ot 5 2 r: *bodlgw od vab-tdrad aid Yo

to hoodinoddoisn ok Aip s Bud ﬁiﬁ%ﬁﬂifm_ﬁﬂ
2o X send. you inclosed, the two printed papers of wiich
Jou. ished to obtain,copics., By myprinted, letterito
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My Woou, you_will see, that I have noyw magde myself an

emeritus Physician, and that Xino longer intend, to,yisit
patients, even in Edinburgh, with, the, view;of obtaining
1;& P"}E IIM&QW TEAAR k) be, thankful, that I still
retain sufficient vigour, both of mind and body, to be able

“E'Tv quﬁt’p usly; ;FI?HJAE?@ adyice. as, a P h!ﬁmd?
E}W WI\HJI #E'F'? lgﬂ-nﬂ'm Iﬁﬁtﬂ'lﬁ W‘;Tm st avrsbh s
Tffﬂ fﬂf rﬂ%cﬂi‘%ﬁg Wﬁlﬂm:wwtﬁ:ﬁ? my
f“e“dsw?»hﬁ!}, they think 1 can. be of any use to, them.
And persisting i lP the same plan, which I have, now:fol-
lowed for more, than ifty, years,,when any, pacticular
fﬂ?ﬁﬂa. any. PIﬂgfmm n Edmburghs any. r?llm}mrm

-----

mgdm?] vlslts fmm me can be nf an;f %Wr#‘? rh,!PPmI

shall most cheerfully give him my best,advige at his own
house ; I shall think myself amply. compensated Dby the

satlsfa.ctmn which must always result. from; exe;n;tmg my

best endeavours for the removal or ﬁhvmnpq, of the dis-
ﬂﬂsﬁﬁﬂfm}' friends. o7 tedi Aroved

wollat Aoy o) remmn,dear Sur, E..c,. irirrrion 1o jeod
<« Anprew Duneax; sen?’!

Although Dr Duxcax has now retired from the toil
and anxiety of medical practice in Edinburgh, yet he
still retains such vigour of-body as well as of mind, that,
on the 17th of October 1823, the Elghi;wth a‘l"mwersarjr
of his birth-day, he walked with perfect e iy the top
of Arthur’s Seat,, a high hill in the neighbourhood of
Edinburgh. For: many: years past, it has’ B&Eﬁ‘#jﬂaﬂtme

with him, to walk to the top of that Kill, oh the Horting






