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In this case the rope should be most carefully laid,
in alternate tiers or fakes, no part of it overlaying,
and it should be well secured down, that in travellin g
it be not displaced. But, above all things, no mistake
must happen in PLACING THE BASKET PROPERLY.
For example: that end of the basket from which the
shot hangs in the above plate should be previously
marked, as is here represented, and must be placed
towards the sea or wreck, that the rope be delivered
freely, and without any chance of entanglement. It
will be scarcely necéssar}' to add, there will be several
tiers of the rope when laid. The utmost care and
attention are required in laying the rope in tiers with

strict regularity to prevent entanglement.
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cable sent to the distressed vessel; for this purpose the

following was constructed.

To exhibit the difficulties, in certain cases, attend-
ing the getting a piece of heavy ordnance to the place
required, and to show the importance of light ones in
particular service, I shall annex the following interest-
ing narrative, forwarded to me by a very active and
laudable member of the Suffolk Humane Society; and
- an extract from experiments made at Woolwich, be-
fore a Committee of Colonels and Field Officers of the
Royal Regiment of Artillery. '
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has often occurred in performing this service, a pistol

may be used,

having a tin box over the lock, to exclude the effect
of wind or rain on the priming; and the muzzle being
cut transversely, dilates the inflammation, so as to
require but little exactness in the direction of the.aim.

We will suppose communication to be secured,
although it is scarcely necessary to offer any other
assistance than that of a rope, as the inventive genius
of a sailor will supply every thing else; yet I would
exhort the people on shore to get a boat ready for

meeting the vessel when driven on a beach; it is the
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promptest and most certain method of relief, as well
as most easy to be accomplished, for by hauling her
off with the rope projected, the boat’s head is kept to
the waves, and not only insures safety by rising to the
surge, but prevents her upsetting. Should there not be
any boat at hand, the people on board may lash the
rope round them in the manner here represented, and

be drawn by it in security to the shore.

MANNER OF LASHING THE ROPFPE.

Dreadful as this alternative appears, its success

may be relied onj when, in attempting .to swim on
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THE COT.

The above is a cot constructed for such purpose;
but particularly for bringing on shore helpless women,
children, sick and wounded, with lashings affixed, to
prevent their being washed from it; the whole of the
bottom is cut out, and replaced with strong square
netting, to prevent water collecting in it when tra-
velling backwards and forwards, as it might endanger
their lives by drowning, in adding so much weight
to retard or destroy its operation.

There is yet one circumstance attending the pro-
jection of a rope that has not been touched upon, but
is nevertheless of great consequence; it will afford the
means of giving assistance to a ship in distress at sea,
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the piece, displayed so splendid an illumination of

the rope, that its flight could not be mistaken.

Report of Experiments made thereon, before a Com-
mittee of Colonels and Field Officers of the Royal
Artillery at Woolwich, on the 3d of May, 1809,
by Order of the Honourable Board of Ordnance.

Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, May 3, 1509,
S1r, :

I rEQUEsT you will inform the
Master General and the Right Honourable Board,

that in obedience to their orders, communicated in your
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person who may accidentally fall or be washed over-
board, and who in the instances cited so often perishes
in a gale of wind from the boat swamping when it is
lowered to go to his assistance, it becomes a matter of
the first consideration to the maritime interest of the
country, whether every vessel going to sea should be
so provided.

To illustrate the method of giving the properties
of preservation to any boat, I have selected the repre-
sentation of a man of war’s jolly boat, fitted up to
make experiments thereon, by permiésiun of the Ho-

nourable Commissioners of the Nav}* Board.

To give it buoyancy, empty casks were well lashed

and secured in it. For the advantages of keeping it

in an upright position, launching from a flat shore,







































































































































