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OBSERVYATIONS, &c.

Tae monuments of the Mississippi valley, are divisible into
two grand classes, viz. the Enclosures, familiarly known as
“ Forts,” and the Tumuli, or Mounds ;* together they constitute a
single system of remains, and are the work of the same people.

The enclosures, from their magnitude and other obvious rea-
sons, have attracted, by far, the largest share of attention; and
the character of some of them, with their walls and ditches and
guarded ways, is manifest, and may be regarded as settled. Of
the mounds, however, little has been hitherto said or known.—
The pﬂpula: opinion, based, in a great degree, upon the well as-
certained purposes of the harrnws and tumuli occurring in cer-
tain parts of Europe and Asia, is, that they are simple monu-
ments, marking the last resting place of some great chief or dis-
tinguished individual, among the tribes of the builders. Some
have supposed them to be the cemeteries, in which were depos-
ited the dead of a tribe or a village, for a certain period, ang
that the size of the mound is an indication of the number in-
humed! Others that they mark the sites of great battles, and
contain the bones of the slain. On all hands the upin:ion has
been entertained, that they were devoted to sepulture alone.
This received opinion is not, however, sustained by the investiga-
tions set on foot by the writer and his associate, Dr. E. H. Davis,
of Chillicothe, Ohio. I\'eﬂ.rly one hundred and fifty mounds, em-
bracing those of every size and description, within enclosures
and out of them, in groups and isolated, have been carefully exca-
vated under their personal supervision, and every fact of import-
ance respecting them carefully noted. The conclusion, to which
these observations have led, is, that the mounds were construct-
ed for several grand and dissimilar purposes, or rather, that they
are of different classes ;—the conditions upon which the classifi-
cation is founded hemg three in number—namely : position,
structure, and contents. In this classification, we distinguish—

1st. Those mounds which oceur in, or in the immediate vicin-
ity of, enclosures, which are stratified and contain altars of burn-
ed elajr or stone, and which were places of sacrifice, or in some
way connected with religious rites and ceremonies.

2d. Those which stand isolated, or in groups, more or less re-
mote from the enclosures, which are not stratified, which con-

tain human remains, and which were the burial places and mon-
uments of the dead.

* The term Mound is used, in this paper, in a technical sense as n]rnuuymuun
with fumulus and in oppesition to embankment, rampart, ete.
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stratified mounds were always raised over symmetrical monu-
ments of burned clay or of stone.

The altars, or basins, found in these mounds, are almost inva-
riably of burned elay, though one or two of stone have been dis-
covered. They are symmetrical, but not of uniform size, and
shape. Some are round, others elliptical, and others square, or
parallelograms. Some are small, measuring barely two feet
across, while others are fifty feet long by twelve and fifteen wide,
The usual dimensions are from five to eight feet. All appear
to have been modelled of fine clay, brought to the spot from a
distance, and rest upon the original surface of the earth. In a
few instances, a layer or small elevation of sand had been laid
down, upon which the altar was formed. The elevation of the
altars, nevertheless, seldom exceeds a foot or twenty inches,
above the adjacent level. The clay of which they are compos-
ed is usually burned hard, sometimes to the depth of ten, fifteen,
and even twenty inches. This is hardly to be explained, by any
degree or continuance of heat, though it is manifest that, in some
cases, the heat was intense. On the other hand, a number of
these altars have been noticed, which are very slightly burned,
and such, it is a remarkable fact, are destitute of remains. .

The characteristics of this class of mounds will be best explain-
ed, by reference to the accompanying illustrations. It should
be remarked however, that no two are alike in all their details.

s
Fl‘t l ¥ .-l-'r—'-'—-n_.__
i

* Horizontal scale of section fifteen feet, and the vertical siz feet, to the, inch.
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Above the deposit of ashes, and covering the entire basin, was
a layer of silvery, or opaque mica, in sheets, overlapping each oth-
er; }::1&, imma:h’rﬂmlypt??er the centre of the hasirﬁpjwags heaped a
quantity of burned human bones, probably the amount of a
single skeleton, in fragments. T'he position of these is indicated
by e in the section. The layer of mica and calcined bones, it
should be remarked to prevent misapprehension, were peculiar
to this individual mound, and were not found in any other of
the class.

It will be seen, by the section, that, at a point about three feet
below the surface of the mound, a hwman skeleton was found.
It was placed a little to the left of the centre, with the head to
the east, and was so much decayed as to render it impossible to
extract a single bone entire. Above the skeleton, as shown in
the section, the earth and outer layer of gravel and pebbles, were
broken up and intermixed. 'Thus while, on one side of the shaft,
the strata were clearly marked, on the other they were confused.
And, as this was the first mound of the class excavated, it was

, from this eircumstance, that it had previously been open-
ed, by some explorer, and it had been decided to abandon it when
the skeleton was discovered. Afterwards the matter came to be
fully understood, . No relics were found with this skeleton.

It is a fact well known, that the modern Indians, though pos-
sessing no knowledge of the origin or objects of the mounds,
were accustomed to regard them with some degree of veneration.
It is also known, that they sometimes buried their dead in them,
in accordance with the almost invariable custom which leads them
to seleet elevated points, and the brows of hills, as their cemete-
ries. That their remains should be found in the mounds, is
therefore a matter of no surprise. They are never discovered at
any great depth, not often more than eighteen inches or three
feet below the surface. Their position varies in almost every
case ;—most are extended at length, others have a sitting posture,
and others still seem to have been rudely thrust into their shallow
graves, without care or arrangement. Rude implements of bone
and stone, and coarse vessels of pottery, such as are known to
have been in use among the Indians, at the period of the earliest
European intercourse, oceur with some of them, particularly with
these of a more ancient date ; while modern implements and or-
naments, in some cases of European origin, are found with the
recent burials. The necessity therefore of a careful and rigid
discrimination, between these deposits and those of the mound
builders, will be apparent. ¥rom the lack of such diserimina-
tion, much misapprehension and confusion have resulted. Silver
crosses, gun barrels and French dial plates, have been found with
skeletons in the mounds, yet it is not to be concluded that the
mound builders were Catholics, or used fire-arms, or understood
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French. Such a conclusion would, nevertheless, be quite as well
warranted, as some which have been deduced from the absolute
identity of certain relics, taken from the mounds, with articles
known to be common among the existing tribes of Indians.  The
fact of remains occurring in the mounds, is in itself, hardly
sumptive evidence that they pertained to the builders. The eon-
ditions attending them can alone determine their true character.
As a general rule, to which there are few exceptions, the only au-
thentic and undoubted remains of the mound builders, are fonnd
directly beneath the apex of the mound, on a level with the
original surface of the earth ; and it may be safely assumed, that
whatever deposits oceur near the exterior surface are of a date
subsequent to their erection.

In the class of mounds now under consideration, we have da-
ta which will admit of no doubt, whereby to judge of the origin,
as well as the relative periods, of the various deposits found in
them. If the stratification already mentioned as characterizing
them, is unbroken and undisturbed, if the strata are regular and
entire, it is certain that whatever occurs beneath them, was pla-
ced there at the period of the construction of the mound. And
if, on the other hand, these strata are broken up, it is equally cer-
tain, that the mound had been disturbed, and new deposits made,
subsequent to its erection. It is in this view, that the fact of
stratification is seen to be important, as well as interesting : for it
will serve to fix, beyond all dispute, the origin of many singular.
relics, having a decisive bearing on some of the leading questions
connected with American Arch@ology. The thickness of the
exterior layer of gravel, etc., in mounds of this class, varies with
the dimensions of the mound, from eight to twenty inches. In
a very few instances, the layer, which may have been designed
to protect the form of the mound, and which purpose it admira-
bly subserves, is entirely wanting. The number and relative
position of the sand strata are variable; in some of the larger
mounds, there are as many as six of them, in no case less than
one, most usually two or three. '

In one case which fell under our observation, and in another,
of which we have an account from the person who discovered it,
the altar was of stone. 'This altar was elevated two and one half
feet above the original surface of the earth, and was five feet long
by four broad. It was a simple elevation of earth packed hard,
and was faced, on every side and on top, with slabs of stone of
regular form, and nearly uniform thickness. They were laid
evenly, and, as a mason would say, “with close joints,” and
though uncut by awy instrument, the edges were straight and
smooth. The stone is *“ the Waverly sandstone,” underlying the
_coal series, thin strata of which cap every hill.  This stone breaks
readily, with a rectangular fracture, and hence the regularity of
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the slabs is not so much a matter of surprise. This altar bears
the marks of fire, and fragments of the mound builders’ orna-
ments were found on and around it. What had originally been
deposited there was probably removed by the modern Indians, who
had epened the mound and buried one of their dead on the altar,

Mounds of this class are most fruitful in relics of the builders.
On the altars have been found, though much injured and broken
up by the action of fire, instruments and ornaments of silver,
copper, stone and dvory ; beads of silver, copper, pearils and shell ;
spear and arrow-heads of flint, quartz, garnet and ebsidian ; fos-
sil teeth of the shark ; teeth of the allizator; marine shells; ga-
lena ; sculptures of the human head, and of numerous animals ;
pottery of various kinds, and a large number of interesting arti-
cles, some of which evince great skill in art. No description of
these can be given here,

Mounds of Sepulture—The mounds of sepulture stand apart
from the enclosures, and, in their average dimensions, greatly ex-
ceed those of the first class. The celebrated mound at Grave creek
was of this class. They lack the gravel and sand strata, which
characterize those already deseribed, and are destitute of * altars.”
They invariably cover a skeleton, (sometimes more than one, as
at Grave creek, ) which, at the time of its interment, was enclo-
sed in a rude framework of timber, or enveloped in bark or coarse
matting, the traces, in some instances the very easts of which, re-
main. The structure of one mound of this class, will serve to
exhibit their peculiarities.

The mound, of which the above is a section,® stands on the
third *bottom” or terrace of the Scioto river, six miles below the

* Horizontal scale thirty feet, and tu;"ul Jifteen feet, to the inch.
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of the §mup is much the largest, twice or three times the dimen-
sions of any of the others, and that the smaller ones are arranged
around its base, generally joining it, thus evineing an intended
dependence and close connection between them. Plans of three
Fig. 3. groups of this description are giv-
en in the annexed figures. May
we not conclude that such a group
is the tomb of a family—the Eg:c'l'
cipal mound covering the
of the same, the smaller ones
its various members? In the
Grave creek mound, it is possi-
ble that, instead of building a
new mound, an additional cham-
ber was constrncted upon the
summit of the one already rai-
sed—a single mound being thus
made to occupy the place of a
group.

Mounds of Observation—On the tops of the hills and on the
jutting points of the table lands, bordering the vallies in which
the earthworks of the West are found, mounds eccur in consider-
able numbers. 'The most elevated and commanding positions are
frequently ecrowned with them, suggesting at once the same use
to which the cairns of the Celts were applied—that of si or
alarm posts.  On a high hill, opposite Chillicothe, 600 feet in
height, the loftiest in the whole region, one of these mounds is
placed. A fire built upon it would be visible for a distance of
fifteen or twenty miles up and down the river, as well as for a
number of miles up the valley of Paint creek,—a broad and fer-
tile valley, abounding in ancient monuments. Between Chilli-
cothe and Columbus, a distance of 45 miles, there are about
twenty mounds, so placed that, it is believed, if the country were
cleared of forests, signals by fire could be transmitted, along the
whole line, in a few minutes. Our examination of this deserip-
tion of mounds, from a variety of causes, has been comparative-
Iy limited. So far as our personal observation goes, they contain
none of the remains found in the two classes of mounds, just
described ; and, althongh there are traces of fire around most of
them, the marks are not sufficiently strong to justify fully, the
inferences that they were lookouts and fires used as the signals,
Indeed, it is certain that, in some ceses, they contain human re-
mains, undoubtedly those of the mound builders. It is possible
that a portion were devoted to sepulture, another portion to obser-
vation, or that some answered a double purpose. This isa point
which remains to be settled, by more extended o i






















