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1 Bi{hop of St. David’s
Opittal-Sermon,

AT
St. Bridget’s on Enfler-Monday
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Forbes Mayor.

Martisxxvi.Die April,

© 726, Annogs; ke Rs,

Georgii,Magn Bri-

tannie, &c. Duode-
cmo.”

T is ordered, that theThanks.
of this Court be given to
the Right Reverend Father in
God the Lord Bithop of St.
David’s, for hisSermon Preach-
ed before this Court, and the
Governors of the {everal Holpi-
tals of this City, at the Parifh.
Church of St. Bridget on Mon--
day in Eafter-Week laft; and.
that his Lordfhip be d¢fired to.
Print the fame.

Fackfon.



7]

'[Cbr{ﬂfzm Charity a Rational

Duty.

SERMON

Preach’d before the
Right Honourable the

Lord Mayor,

THE

Court of Aldermen,

AND THE

Governours of the feveral Hofpitals
of the City of London,

In St. Bridget’s Church,
On Eafler-Monday, April 11. 1726.

g ™
By the Right Reverend Father in Gop,
RicH ARD, LI_.._ord Bi{hop of St.David’s.
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LONDON:
Printed for J. Wy a T at the Rofe in St, Paul's

Church-Yard. Mpccxxvr




e Sl bR
' Sl ;
o ‘ -e.r;ﬁql 3 lﬁ?l% ‘\
: }
y .4:3 a{ qunq:H 3:{ VR L
[ ﬁi \)‘Tik "Hlb.l._ ., -',r
;' ;.:ﬁ.i : e "hhfgi % 5l th ,r Rii
_ | 4T N
= 3
- nﬂm'l:abm 1o l
] : -'-T:..;f é\i.ﬁfgh;.ﬁ% ,!ltt*
2 9!"‘1 ﬁ»‘?ﬂ?\‘ﬂ ‘adj

hhml 'ib 'E_S:.u é;l |
ﬁ-ﬂm’? o }%.mﬁ *

€04 .Hi ﬂh;. t@ﬁa‘ﬁa’iﬁﬁ%

-.“.lﬁ** L rl"!-l-'h*l-_'- —

e : i {tﬁl#bm "’Mﬁﬁ;’ibﬂﬁ" ;"Bﬂj 3 1
RRRL .' *'f:-_g;t'n;;mi:g \gﬁii’i} bmh ---':‘_:_'- i

[ .- vl r:i,'hm k|

Lo MG

; i"“:h




St MATT, XIV. 34, 35 _3-5;..

34+ Then fball the King [ay unto them on
bis right band, Come, ye bleffed of my
Father, inherit the Kingdom. prepared.
for you. from the foundation of the
world.

35s For I was an hungred, and ye gave
me meat : I was thirfly, and ye gave
me drink: I was a-flranger, and ye
o0k me in:

36. Naked, and ve clothed me: I was

 ficky and ye vifised me: 1 was in prifon, .
and ye came unio me.

ey HESE Words are a confiderable
8BRS part of the Narrative of the Pro-
gl Il ceedings of the great Day of Retyi-
bution, pronouneed in-a Prophetical
manner by that Divine Perfon whe
will be our final Judge; and that too in an
affair of extrcam Confequence to ws all, who

fhall .




(1a-)
{hall moft certainly appear before his Tribunaf
and receive an irreverfible Sentence of Eternal
‘Happinels or Mifery, according to our refpecive
Works and Behaviour in this Life, from the
mouth of the very fame Perfon, invefted with
the Chara&er of the King of the World, the
Saviour, and at the fame time the tremendous
Judge of Quick and Dead. If then the moft
important Subjet can awaken our Confideration,
or our natural thirft after Futurities can be
gratified by the knowledge of a future Event:
of infinite Concern to us; the Words of our
Text, which reveal the fecrets of Heaven it
{elf, moft juftly demand the greateft Reverence
and Attention. And they more efpecially do
fo, as they are fo properly applicable to the fo-
lemn Occafion of the prefent Aflembly. 1 fhalk

therefore now enquire, from thefe Words of our
§ord,

Firft, How, and in what {enfe, Works of
Charity, and efpecially thofe enumerated in the
Text, are Rewardable by Jefus Chrift, the
Judge of the World.

Secondly, How, and on whatgrounds, Works of
Charity, performed to indigent and fuffering
Chriftians, are to be confider'd as done to Chrift
himfelf.

Thirdly, Whether the general Precepts of Cha-
rity, confider’d as Rewardable by Jefus Chrift,
ought not to receive particular Limitations from
rhe Nature and Reafon of the thing it felfe | '

And
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And Laflly, 1fhall thew how the feveral Works
of Charity, mentioned inthe Text, are actually.
exercifed by the pious Care of thofe that Infpect
and Prefide in the Hofpitals of this City; the
Benefactions and right Management of which
we are now met to Commemorate,

Agreably to the Method propofed, I am,

Firfl, To enquire how, and in what fenfg,
Works of. Charity, and.efpecially thofe enume-
rated m the Text, are Rewardable by Jefus
Chrift, the Judge of the World.

That Charity is a great Chriftian Duty, and
that proper Rewards are annexed to the feveral
Performances of it, is too evident and clear a
Point to be contefted. The Queftion then that
arifes is, how any good Works, and particularly
thofe of Charity, -are entitled to a Reward? Now
3t is certain, that no good Works whatfoever,
confider’d as performed by fuch weak and cor-
gupt Creatures as Men, can {trictly demand a
Reward at the Hands of God. For our beft
Adtions are imperfed, and the beft of Men are
very deficient, either as to the Means, or Inten-
tion, or End, or at leaft in fome Circumftance or
other of performing their Duty, and efpecially
whenviewd in all its Latitude. 44 our Righte-
oufneffes, as- the Prophet {peaks, are as filiky 1. 64, 6:
rags, and have fome mixture of Infirmity.and
allay of Iimpurity. And if there is any Defec
that attends a good Action, it becomes in {ome
meafure bad, orat leaft imperfe&. For to ren-
der 1t entircly good, nothing -but-what is good

muft
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muft concur.  And therefore when St. Auftin
calls the Virtues of the Heathens Splendid Sins,
if that Word be foftned into Defeds, it is no
fuch mighty Paradox as has been pretendeds
And indeed this 1s not only clear from the Na-
turec of Moral Aéions, but we are taught by
our Lord himfelf, that when we have done a/#
that 1s commanded us, 1we are unprofitable Ser-
vants, as having done nothing but-what was our
Duty to doy that is, that we'have no juft Pre-
‘tenfions to be Rewarded for what is performed by
us agreablytoour neceflary Obligations. 'Whence
then is any Reward due to any good Aéions?
I anfwer, From the equitable Abatements of the
Gofpel for whatfalls fhort of abfolute Perfe&ion s
from the free .grace and favour of God in
accepting Sincerity infteadof unerring Obedience;
from the all-fufficient Merits of Jefus Chrift, as
. deriving a Value on our imperfe& Goodnefs; and
from the Promifes of the Gofpel to confer Re-
wards in-proportion to the feveral degrees of our
Virtue and Piety. ‘Good Works then, and par-
ticularly thofe of Charity, are’Conditions ap-
pointed by God; the performance of which, ac-
cording to the gracious Terms of the ‘Gofpel,
will be attended with fuitable Rewards; which
therefore are the Gift of God, no lefsa Gift than
that of eternal Life, thro® Jefus Chrift our Lord.
“There 15 therefore a Suitablenefs or Congruity be-
tween good Works and Rewards, not in the
Nature of the things themfelves, but in the E-
vangelical Senfe, that -1s, -thro’ the favourable
acceptance of -our beft -and molt {incere Endea-

Vours._
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vours to perform our Duty, in Virtue of the
infinite Mercies of God in Jefus Chrift. This is
the Dodrine of the Gofpel, which difclaims all
pretenfions to Reward upon any other foot than
that of the Merits of our blefled Saviour, and
the Favour and Promifes of God as founded up-
on them. And this is likewife the true Pro-
teftant Dotrine, which enjoins the neceffity of
good Works, imperfe&t as they are, as Conditi-
ons required in order to qualify the Performers
of them for thofe Rewards, that are only due
thro' the Grace of the Gofpel. So that the
Charge of the Church of Rome on thofe of the
Reformation, namely, that they deny or dero-
gate from the Neceflity of good Works in order
to Salvation, is a groundlefs abufe of the Pro-
teftant Religion, and what is with a particular
Advantage confuted by the publick Charities
that are this Day in our View; the greater part
of which are derived from an excellent Prince,
influenced by the Blefling of God on a Sermon
Preached by the judicious Ridley, a Proteftant
Bifhop, and a Martyr for the reformed Religion ;
and likewife on the Subfequent wife Advice of
the Magtitracy of this City.

But tho’ (as has been thewn) good Works in ge-
neral are Rewardable by Jefus Chrift, but not in
the Meritorious fenfe; yet Works of Charity, and
efpecially thofe Specified in the Text feem to be
entitled in a peculiar manner to Rewards. For
they alone are mention’d in our Lord’s own Ac-
count of the Day of Judgment as a&ually Reward-
ed by him. Butnotwithftanding thisEmphatical

B Wa}!
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way of Speaking, this is net to be fo underftood;
as if thole Works of Charity are tobe Rewand-
ad by way of Exclufion of allother good Works;
but as they are {fuppofed to be exerted:in concur-
rence with. themy fince where true Charity: is
- performed, the L.ove of God as founded upon:
Chriftian Faith is prefuppefed, namely, as the
areat Original of it.  So thatthofe Works of Cha-
rity are alone mentioned in the Text as entitled
to Rewards, as they are a Spesimen only of the
Retributions of thegreat Day. And a very pro-
per Specimen they are, fince they are the mofl
eminent Graces of the blefled Spirit, andthe prin-
cipal Fruits of Chriftian Faith: Of which we are
aflured the greateft is Charity, onaccount of its
intrinfick Excellency and Duration.

Secondly, 1 fhall enquire how, and on' what
grounds, Worksof Charity performed toindigent
and {uffering Chriftians areto be confider’d:asdone
to Chrift himfelf.

Tho’ in our Lord’s account of his Judicial Pro-
ceedings at the laft Day, all Nations are faid tobe
gather’d before himj and' tho’ no doubt all that
are in the Graves fhall appear before the Judge of
the Worldy and fo all Men, whether Chriftians:
or not, may inthe general Senfe of the Word be
ftiled his Bretbren, ashe partook of the fame hu-
man Nature with them tho’ likewife he be King
of all Mankind, and his: Redemption was in its
defign of univerfalextent; and tho’ accordingly
Offices.of Humanitys and Benevolence to Men of
all Nations and Religions are not excluded from
proper Rewards; yetin the ftricteft propriety of

Ex-
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Expréflion Jefus Chrift is peculiarly ftiled the
King of his Church, or of all thofe throughout
the World that embrace his Religion, and fubmit
to him as their L.ord and Mafter. And Chriftians
are {aid in amore eminent Senfeto be his Brethren
than the reft of Mankind. He has accordingly #zb. 2. 14,
honoured Chriftians with that Title; and (as the **
Apoftle fpeaks) be bas not been afbamed to
call them that are [andfified bis Brethren; and
at is in the midft of the Church that ‘he de-
¢larves the Name of God to bis Brethren; and prai-
Jeshimthere. And confequently, Jefus Chrift is
principally to be confider'd as King of his Church
in hisown Account of the future Judgment: and
they are Chriftians thathethere ftileshis Brethren
in a more efpecial manner. The Rewards then
that in that Defcription are conferred on Works of
Charity, are chiefly to be underftood of thofe that
are exercifed on neceffitous and afflicted Chriftians.
For fays he to thofe righteous Perfons that mo-
deftly declined the Merit of any Charity done to
Chrift himfelf, Inas much asye have done it (that
is, have performed the Charities thereSpecified
by him) unto one-of ‘the leaft of thefzmy Brethren,
ye bave done it untome: Thatis, your Charity
is juftly to be confider’d as performed to me in dif-
ferent Refped@s and Capacities: Namely, to me as
your Lord, by your Obedience to my Commands,
one of the moft diftinguithing as well as moft
Comprehenfive of whichis Charity to your Chri-
ftian Brethren, the Houfbold of Faith; to me like-
wife as the peculiar Head of the Chriftian Church,
the Members-of whiﬁh are Members of my Self
D 2 and
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and conftitute my Body, and are animated by my
Spirit; to me too, as your Brother having the
{ame common Father, {ince bethat Sanétifieth and
they who are Sandtified are all of one, one God
and Father. What therefore our Lord {ays here
of Charities done to himfelf when exercifed on
Hatt. 10-one of the leaft of his Brethren, is equivalent to
e what he mentions elfewhere, namely, rthat
whofvever [hall give to drink unto one of thefe
little ones, a cup of cold water only, in. the
name of 'a difciple, or becaufe be belongs to Chrift,
be (ball inno wife lofe bis reward. And confequently
thofe that are reduced to Want, or fuffer Perfecu-
tion for Chrift’s fake, feem to be pointed out in a
particular manner in our Lord’s Account of his
Retributions at the laft Day. And accordingly
the noble Army of Martyrs for the Chriftian
Religion were believed by the Antient Church
to be entitled to a more exalted Reward, and a
brighter Crown of Glory, than other Chriftians.
Thirdly, I thall enquire, whether the general
Precepts of Charity, confider’d as Rewardable
by Jefus Chrift, ought not to receive particular
Limitations from the Nature and Reafon of the
thing it felf.
It is confefled that there are feveral very ge-
neral Precepts in the New Teftament, that pre-
fcribe the performance of Works of Charity to
@/ Perfons in indigent and neceflitous Circum-
satth. s.{tances, in terms of the greateft Latitude. Such
e for Inftance are thefe, {ays our Lord himfelf,
Gal. 6. 10.Give to bim that afketh thee; and from bim

that would borrow of thee turn not thou

away
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away.. Says one of his Apoftles, Ler us dot 7obn 3
good, that is, be Charitable, to a/ Men '™
And another of them fays, Whefo hath this
World’s - good, and f[eeth bis Brother bave
need, and [hutteth wup his bowels of Com-
paffion from bim, bow dwelleth the Love of
God in bhim2 And thus too in.the Words of
our Lord adjoining to the Text, which are indeed
explanatory of it, he adds, In as much as ye bave
done it unto the leaft of thefe my Bretbren, ye
bave done it unto me. Where tho’ the expref-
fion be ufed of Chriftians at large, yet muft it
neceflarily be contined to thofe Chriftians that
are proper Objeéts of our Relief. They certain-
ly were not here in our Saviour’s View, that
have reduced themfelves to Beggary by a difio-
lute, idle, and extravagant Courfe of Life; or
are fo abandoned as to convert Beggary into a
Trade, and when capable of Labour negle& to
provide Neceflaries for themfelves and Families,
They were not aimed at here, that are not
Chrift’'s Brethren in the proper Senfe, not mere-
ly nominal Chriftians, whom be knows not under
that Title; but they muft be fuppofed to be re-
commended by him to Chriftian Charity, who
either have been reduced to Want and Neceflity
by the Providence of God and unfortunate Ac-
cidents of Life, or {uffer in any refpec for a
good Confcience, and for the fake of Chrift.
The Relief of fuch miferable Objeés either by
Food, or Clothes, or hofpitable Reception, or
Phyfick, or Supporting their Spirits when {unk
by Sicknefs or Confinement, or a Vifit made to
Prifons



(10 )
Prifens for the Difcharge of fmall Debts, and
the giving Liberty or good Advice: Thefe, I
{fay, are the proper Inftances of that Charity
which s declared in the Text to be Rewardable
by Jefus Chrift. It is ‘therefore ‘abfolutely ne-
ceflary, that a juft Diftin&ion be made between
propér and improper Objeéts of Charity, how
indefinite-and unlimited foever the Precepts that
enjoin Charity may at firft view appear to be.
And that for thefe two plain Reafons. Firft, Be-
caufe 1t 1s impracticable to perform Acts of Cha-
rity to all indigent Perfons without Diftinction.
And Secondly, Becaufe 1t is a great Abufe of
Charity not to diftmguifh between proper and
improper Obje&ts of it. As to the firft, if it
be impoflible in our private Capacities to'relieve
the Wants of all poor and neceflitous People, in
all the variety of human Diftrefs and Mifery
that may poflibly occur to us, 1t moft evident-
ly follows, that only fome of them are to
be effectually relieved by us. Since therefore
our ‘Charity isunavoidably bounded, the Choice
of proper Objedts to exercife it actually upon
muft be made by the rules of Prudence and
Difcretion. 'And as for the Preference that is
to be given to fome Obje@ts of Charity as com-
pared with others, it muft depend on the particular
Qualifications of ‘the Poor, ‘and be left to the
Judgment of Charitable Perfons; who if fincere
in their 1ntention, and of tolerable Prudence in
other Affairs, ‘will be guilty of very few Mi-
ftakes on fuch Oceafions. ‘And"with regard to
the latter Reafon,’ the il Confequences of reliev-

105
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ing all Poor people alike, and without any. Di~
{tinction made between them, moft plainly e-
vince the neceflity of a Regulation of this Duty..
For otherwife the Idle and Profligate fort of Poor~
would be placed on the fame level with the 1n-
duftrious but unfortunate Poor; that is, thofe
who do not deferve Relief, but incur the Pu-
nithment of human Laws, muft be fuppofed to
be equally: qualified for Relief by the Gofpel..
But this is too abfurd a Suppofition to- be de-
fended; fince fuch.an Encouragement of an Idle
and Vitious courfe is not only a. Contradiction: to
our holy Religion, but would convert the moft
reafonable Duty of Charity into what is: weak
and irrational in it felf, and| indeed Prejudicial
to the Publick Intereft. And agamn, by reliev-
ing thofe that do not deferve Relief, or at leait
do not fo in a Comparative way with others,
we doan Injury to thofe that are really qualified
for our Relief, and rob them of {fo much as we
give away to others that are 1unproper Objeéts
of our, Charity. Particular care therefore is to
be taken, that whilft we exercife the Equity of
our Charity on fome Poor people, we do not
practice Injuftice to others that have a. better
Right and Title to our Relief and Afliftance.
But fince no Arguments for the Limitation of -
Charity from the nature of the thing and the
prudent Choice of proper Objeéts of ir, can fet
this. matter in {o clear a Light as Example and
Practice, I willingly refer you for a Confirmation -
of what has been{aid, to the various Inftances of a
well-managed Charityin the Anniverfary Account
now tobe laid before you.. Here



(12 )

Here* follows a'true Report, &c.

And hence,

Fourthlyand Laflly, 1{hall{hew how thefeveral
Works of Charity, mentioned in the Text, are
perform’d by the pious Care of thofe that Infpec
and Prefide in the Hofpitals of this City ; the Be-
nefactions and right Management of which we
are now met to Commemorate.

It is very happy on this occafion, and it is with
pleafure we recollett, that the publick Charities
of this great City arean eafy and natural Com-
mentary on the feveral kinds of Charitable Works,
that are {pecified in the Text we are now concern-
ed with. In general it muft be owned, that the
greateft Defects of human Nature are remedied,
and the moft prefling Wants that are incident to it
are fupplied, by the publick Endowments and
charitable Contributions of thisPlace.  And when
we come to Particulars, how exactly do the great
numbers of Orphans and other poor Children that
are annually provided for and educated in Chriff’s
Hofpital fall in with the purport of our prefent
Text? 'They that are Hungred, do there find
Meat; they thatare Thirfty, havethereto Drink;
they that are Naked, are there Clothed; they
that are Strangers, and deftitute of Friends, are
there takenin, andbred up to ufeful employments
of Life, and particularly that Art of Navigation,
by af{uperiour Skillin which our Country is both
diltinguifhed and enriched. Thus likewife in St.
Bartholomew’s and St.Thomas’s Hofpitals not only
the forementioned Wants are relieved, but the

i ! . : i ITI‘
F Sce it at the end of this Difcourfe. |
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infirm are provided for, and the Sick are taken
care of, and Vifited, by thofe that fupply Phyfick
agreably to their refpective Exigencies, and by
their Pious Care in effe& reftore Eyes to the
Blind, and Feet to the Lame, and Soundnefs to
the Wounded and Maimed. But moft eminent-
ly may the Sick be faid to be Vifited in Bethle-
hem-Hofpital, a proper Confinement for reftoring
thofe that have loft their Underftanding and Sur-
vive themfelves, as well as for throwing a Veil
over the dark fide of human Nature, and conceal-
ing thofe that feem to be turned into Statues or
Furies. This muft be confefled to be a Charity

of the nobleft kind, that provides {uitable Reme-
dies for thofe that are Sick both in Mind and Bo-

dy. A Melancholly but Inftructive fight, that
is apt to mortify the Vanity of Man, by fhewing
at how {mall a diftance the fineft Wit is from the
moftftupid Folly, and how near the moft elevated
Underftanding is to the moft profound Ignorance,
and Philofophy it felf to the moft miferable Dif-
ouife of Reafon by ungovernable Rage and Vio-
lence! Butindeed it is a Difguife as often owing
to Pride and the excefles of Paflion, as to Dif-
eafes and outward Accidents that diforder the
Brain and the whole Nervous Syftem. And fince
the Art of Phyfick 1s too often deficient in repair-
ing the Ruines of a fhatter'd Underftanding, and
fince there willunavoidably, afterallattempts, re-
main{omethat are abfolutely Incurable, it is very
happy for the Publick that an additional Fabrick
to Bethlebem-Hofpital is now ereing, in order to

| be
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be a lafting Manfion and fixed Receptacle for
thofe deplorable Wretches, whofe recovery is
defpaired of, and yet are ejected from it. It is
certainly an exalted fort of Charity, that both
covers fuch Difgraces of Mankind, and likewife
prevents the mifchievous Confequences of per-
mitting Perfons to ramble abroad, that are fo far
degenerated into wild and favage Creatures. And
indeed this is {o truly Charitable a Scheme, that
it well deferves to be recommended to the World,
in order to be advanced to greater Perfettion;
and that more efpecially, fince fuch a Charity is
the only one that wants Cultivation in a City,
that is as juftly Celebrated for its Charitable En-
dowments and Benefaions, as for its Wealth
and Magnificence.

And tho’the very extenfive Charity of the late
Mr. Gy does not fall under the Infpetion of the
Magiftrates of this City, yeton account of the Af-
flinity of the fubject I beg leave to Congratulate
the Publick upon the large Views of his Holpital,
carried on at the vaft expence of one private Sub-
1eét 3 botlt as it has been opened withinthe Period
of this laft Year, and as it comprehends not onl
any Curable Perfons, but likewife feveral of thofe
that arerejected by other Hofpitals, as being fup-
pofed by them to beIneurable. 'This isa Charity
thercfore that admits of new and farther Experi-
mentsto bemade inorder tothe Recovery of Luna-
ticks and others, (tho’ not defigned for their fix-
ed Refidence and compleat Settlement) who with-
out fuch a Provifion might be for ever loft ta

them-
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themfelves and the Publick. And thisis, cons
fequently, a very ufeful Appendix to the fe-
E@ral Schemes of the other Hofpitals of this
1LY

ut fince thereare (as has been fhewn) many
improper as well as proper Obje&s of Charity,
it 1s extreamly neceffary that the improper Ob-
jects thould be fo far from finding Encourage-
ment, that they ought to be {everely Punifhed and
Reformed by Dicipline. Such are all Va-
grants, and fturdy Beggars, and Impoftors, and
all lewd and diforderly Perfons, that by impor-
tunity would extort Cﬁarity; who are not only
the Inhabitants of this City and its Liberties,
but crowd into it from all parts of the King-
dom, and are the greateft Nufances of it. And
confequently the London-Workhoufe and Bride-
wel/-Houfe of Correction (as well as its Hofpital)
are very well defigned in due Subferviency to
one another, as they have a double Afpe&, name-
ly, for the Encouragement of honeft Induftry,
by imploying the Hands of the able Poor, as
well as relieving the unable, and likewife for the
‘the Punifhment of Idle and Immoral Perfons a-
mong them, by reducing thofe that thus offend
to a better Senfe of things by hard Labour and
low Diet. And fince fuch great and good Ends
-cannot without farther Afliftance be Supported,
and efpecially in the London-Workhoufe, the
real Eftate of which is{mall, and by no means
anfwerable to the Annual Expences of that In-
ftitution, the promotim& of them highly deferves
2 1o
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o0 be {ubmitted to the Confideration of well-dif~
pofed and publick-fpirited Perfons, thac by their
voluntary Contributions a %reatﬂr Progrefs may
be made in fo very laudable an Undertaking.
And thus, agreably to their Motto, may God’s
Providence be the effe®ual Inberitance of the
Poor Children Educated there to ufeful Employ-
ments of Life, and ajuft f£nfe of Religion! and
may this Scheme be atcended with the like Suc-
cefs as the Hofpital at Gleuche, and other Places
of thatkind, have been Foundedand Flourifhed;
fome of which indeed have been fed by the
fecret Streams of a Charity well-nigh Miracu-
lous!

But as it has been evinced, that the exercife of
Charity on proper Obje&ts alone is Rewardable
by Jefus Chrift; and (ince it is notorious that
great Numbers of improper Objefts, idle Va-
grants, bold and immodeft Beggars, Perfons of
falfe Infirmities but real Knavery, too frequent-
ly impofe on the Compafiion of good but credu-
lous People, and are exceeding troublefome
t0 all in many of the Streets of this populous
Place, that are fometimes filled with fuch naufe-
ous and offenfive Spetacles as tarnifth the Beauty
of the fineft and molt elegant Buildings, and are
an heavy Burthenupon virtuous Induftry and fair
Commercey fincethis, Ifay, isthe Cafe of Com-
mon Beggary, it certainly requires the moft ate
tentive Care of the Mag:trates, in order to put
a {top to fo growing an Evil by fome proper and
maore effectual Remedies.

Thag
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- That Regulations of this nature ate Pra&icable.
things, appears from the happy Experience of
them in other Countries, and particularly in Hol-
land and fome Parts of Iialy. In the former of.
which, as weare aflured by a late ingenious * Wri-
ter, no common Beggars are allowed of, or:
connived at in Amflerdam and their other great
Towns; but thole of them that are able are
immediately fent to Work-Houfes, and thofe
that are unable are {ent to Hofpitals. And as
the feverity of Juftice is pratticed there even in
Affairs of Charity, all Strollers, Counterfeits,
and Idle Poor people are at once defeated, and
Charity is regulated more by Orders of the State
than moved by Objedts of Compaflion. In the
latter f Inftance, we find common Beggary has
been fupprefled by Arbitrary Edids that efta-
blith Banithment, and Mulcts, and general Hofpi-
tals. And tho’ this laft is a Method not fo a-
greable to our happier Conftitution of Govern-
ment, and perhaps our Temper and Genius, yet
from a juft Comparifon of both the Inftances af-
figned, namely, under a Monarchy and a Com-
mon-Wealth, we who enjoy the Advantages of a
mixt and legal Government, may probably de-
rive greater Succefs on our own Attempts to ex-
tirpate Common Beggary by legal Regulations;
and efpecially when it 1s confider’d, that as by
the Gofpel they are not allowed to Eat that

will

i"' See Sir William Temple’s Obfervations. on the United Proe.
Yinces. 3

' SeeWays and means for fuppreffing Beggary in Savoy, doe.
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will not Work, fo at this Day it is among us
Punifhable by Law, both for Vagrants and idle
Poor to beg, and for others to relieve and encou-
‘rage fuch {candalous Perfons.

{f it be {aid on this Occafion, that our Neigh-
bours in Holland have a greater Number of more
{pacious Hofpitals and Work-Houfes than are
crected among us, or at leaft that they have
more of each in proportion to the Number of
the Inhabitants of their feveral Towns, as compa-
red with thofe of this more large and populous
City 3 and if 1t be further {aid, that our Hofpi-
tals and Work-Houfes are filled with the Poor
that are refpedtively fuited to them, and that
with a load upon them beyond their Incomes;
‘to thefe Obje&tions it may by Replied, without
entring into an invidious Comparifon of our own
Hofpitals and Work-Houfes with thofe of our
Neighbours, that the Hofpitals of this City are
very ample Foundations, and receive great Num-
bers into them 3 as is demontftratively proved by
the Anniverfary Reports of them, and particu-
larly that of this Day; and that likewife, God
be thanked, there is a perpetual Acceflion of
new Benefadtions to them and Improvements of
them. And with regard to Work-Houfes, it is
one of the felicities of the prefent Age, that be-
fides the more ancient ones that are fo well em-
ploy'd, there isa late encreafe of Work-Houfes
in many particular Parifhes in and about this
City, in a proportion that in fome meafure an-
{wers to the Multiplication of the Inhabitants

~and
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and Buildings of it; and that more new ones are -
now projecting, if not carrying on, to correfpond
to the Exigencies of different Parifhes. And this .
receivesnew force when we confider, thatany {fup-
poled Deficiency in that Computation is {upplied
by the many Work-Houfes * that have been late-
ly ereted, or are now advancing, in different
parts of this Nation, which employ a multitude
of Hands, and confequently divert great Num-
bers of indigent People from Crowding into
this City. And again, as Houfes of Correttion
are temporary Receptacles for Punifhing fuch idle
Vagabonds and lufty Beggars, as are not fo
_properly capable of being received into Work-
Houfes or Hofpitals; {o when they are reformed
by a due courfe of Difcipline, and remitted by
the Magiftrates of this Place to their refpettive
Homes and laft Places of Settlement throughout
the Nation, which by Law are then obliged to -
take care of them, and either maintain them by a
Legal Aflefiment, or employ them in proper
Manufatures, or Correct them, upon a Relapfe
nto an Idle Courfe, agreably to their Demerits;
I fay, by fuch a vigorous Execution of Juftice, .
there muft neceflarily be made a great Deduci-
on out of the Number of thofe that fhelter them-
felves in this Place, and would otherwife be an
infupportable Burthen on the Publick Charities
of this great City.

But I am very {enfible I am now {peaking to

fuch worthy Magiftrates of this City, and {uch
‘ Gover-

* See Account of Work-Houfges,
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Governours and Truftees of Hofpitals and Work-
Houfes in and about this Place; Perfons, that
are fo converfant and fkilful in Bufinefs, and
particularly that of the Charitable kind; that
as they want no Intimations for farther promot-
ing their Works of Charity and Labours of
Love, fo are they animated with that Zeal for
" the Publick, as to be ready to accept of them,
imperfet as they are, from every hand that
offers them. ‘And confequently, fuch Perfons
are rather to be Congratulated upon the great
improvements of the Publick Charities commit-
ted to their Care, and ought to receive the juft
Acknowledgments and Applaufes of all good
and publick-fpirited Men, for their indefati-
gable Diligence and their faithful Difcharge of
the Duties incumbent on their refpeétive Sta-
tions.

It remains therefore that I draw a fhort In-
ference or two from what has been faid, and fo
conclude the whole.

And the firft 1s, That fince 1t is evident that
the Annual Charges of the Publick Charities of
this City very much exceed their feveral In-
comes, all able and well-difpofed Perfons ought
the more liberally to Contribute to fuch good
and wife Deligns. _

For what can be recommended with greater
advantage than a Duty fo truly Chriftian, and fo
Beneficial to the Publick, as Charity that is E-
ftablithed on fuch a rational Bottom as thofe

kinds
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kindsof it are that we Celebrate this Day > What
can be more excellent in it felf than to fupply
the Deficiencies of, and render more Extenfive,
thofe Charities, that are f{o ufeful to the Souls
and Bodies of Private Men, as well as to the Pub-
lick, by fupporting Induftry, Punifhing Idlenefs,
and taking a proper and compafiionate care of thofe
unhappy Members of the Community that are un-
able to ferve it themfelves? Whatcan ina more
lively manner refemble the fublime Pattern of our
Charitable Lord and Mafter? He indeed went
about doing good, healing the Sick, difpofiefiing
Demoniacks, curing Lunatick and Paralytical Per-
{ons, reftoring Eyes, Ears, Tongues, and I'ectjto

thofe that were deprived of them, in a Miracu-
lous manner. This indeed is an height we can-

not afpire to; but thofe that aflift our pre-
fent Charitable Defigns do by ordinary means
and proper Confinement of Miferable Obje&s, in
fome meafure imitate his more diffufive Goodnefs,
and fhall accordingly partake of his promifed Re-
wards. '

This indeed is the only folid Foundation of
acquiring and preferving Riches properly focal-
led, of laying up durable Treafures in Heaven,
of remitting Bills to be received on our arrival
there, and of fending thither before us Bags
which wax not old, nor are fubject to Mothsand
Ruft, ‘to Fraud and Rapine; but which will en-
able'us, when we fail by Time and Mortality,

to be received into everlafting Habitations, And
D {urely
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furely on this occafion we ought to recolled the
Meniorable Year we have all Iatel{ feen, and
confequently cannot:but reflect on the vain, the
fugitive, and tranfitory nature of Riches ; I mean
that Critical Year, which feems to have been
permitted by the Providence of God (among o-
ther Reafons) to inftruct the World more fully
than ever, how deceitful a thing both in gaining
and poflefling Mammon or Wealth is; and from
{fo decifive an Experiment to induce us to make
this Conclufion, That the fecureft Funds are thofe
of Eternity that are Eftablithed on the Divine
Veracity, and the only real Stocks are thofe of
Heaven, where (befides the certainty of Poffef-

fion) Intereft no doubt will run verK high, when
a Bountiful God vouchiates to be the Pay-mafter.

of what is lent, by the Poor, to Himfelfs

The fecond and laft Inference I fhall now
make, is this: That fince Works of Charity are
fo highly Rewardable by Jefus Chrift, as the
Judge ot the World, not only the Founders and
Benefactors themfelves will be Rewarded by him,
but the faithful and wife Managers of the Chari-
ties they are intrufted with will be likewife

entitled to Rewards proportioned to their Care
and Fidelity.

For if Publick Works of Charity would be
Adts of one Age only, and perhaps not an entire
one, without faithful Truftees and prudentMa-

nagers of them 1n a long Succeflion; fuch Perfons
| are
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‘are the peculiar Inftruments of Providence wy
‘perpetuating and ufing aright all {fuch Endow-
ments and Benefactions.  And therefore if the
-original Donatioris of Charity are Rewardable
by Jefus Chrift, thofe by whom they arc
handed down to Pofterity, and' efpecially with
improvements of them, have by a parity of
Reafon the fame Pretenfions to the Proiifes
of proportionable Rewards from the free grace
of God in Jefus Chrift, And if they that have
‘been faithful Stewards of a few Talents com-
mitted to themfelves, fhall receive {uitable Re-
wards from the great Lord of all, they cer-
tainly that are fucceflive Stewards of thofe
Talents as tranfmitted to them, and make a
-right \Ufe and Improvement of their Truft,
fhall likewife receive peculiar Rewards in the
many Manfions of their Father’s Houfe , when
it fhall be pronounced upon each diftinguith-
ed Manager, Well done, thou good and faith- Mats, 253
fil Servant, thow haft been faithful over a?3:
few things, I will make thee Ruler over many
things; enter thou into the 5"::_!}* of thy Lord :
Or in the Words of our Text, addrefled to
all fuch wife and good Stewards of Jefus
Chrift in the Diftribution of Charity, Come,
ye Blefled of my Father, inberit the Kingdom
phepared for you from the foundation of the
World. Fror I was an bungred, and ye gave
me Meat : I was thirfly, and ye gave me

Drink : I was a Stranger, and ye took me in:
Naked, and ye Cz'aﬁ:ef me: I was Sick, and

ye
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ye vifiad me : I was in Prifon, and ye came
HNLo e,

And that gou may accordingly have your.
fhare in this Blefled Sentence, God of bis inf-
nite Mercy grant, &c..

BT i N s
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4 true REPORT of the great Number of Poor
- Children, and other Poor People, Maintain'd in .
the feveral HOSPITALS, under the Pious Care .
of the LOR D-Mayor, Commonalty, and Ci-
tizens _;f she City of LONDON, the Year

laft paft.

; Cér;:ﬂ": Hﬂf:ﬂiral-'
HILDREN put forth Apprentices, and dif-Y}'
‘ charg’d out of Cbrfﬂ’pﬂ'a_&yftaf the Year
j laft paft 116 ; ten whereof being infiruéted
n the MATHEMATICKS and NAVIGA-;
TION, were placed forth Apprentices to Com. & '
manders of Ships, out of the Mathematical School,
Founded by his late Majefty King Charles the Se-::nnd,.l
of Blefled Memory ————— i

Children Buried the Year laft paft 3
Children nuw 1:;11&1:-.1::5 under the Care indf
é 99T

Charge of the faid Hofpital, which are kept in the
Houfe and at Nurfe elfewhere 838, and 150 newly
admitted, amounting in all to )

The Names of all which are Regiftered in the Books kept
in the faid Hofpital, and are to be. feen, as alfo when and
whence they were admitted.

That the Revenue of the Hofpital having greatly fuffered:
by {everal dreadful Fires in and about London, and other-
wife, and the Governors having been at vaft Expence, for
Accommodating poor Orphans, 1n Purchafing and Building
of convenient Houfes, or Nurferies, at Hertford and Ware
for their Reception, and in maintaining of Mafters, Uthers,
and other proper Officers there: And the Hofpitai’s Revenue-
without Cafual Benefa&tions being not fufficient to defray
the great Charge of maintaining fo large a Number as at
prefent they do; yet divers other poor Orphans, for whom*
continual Applications are made, and who are real Objeéts,
and fuffer great Hardfhips, might be provided for by fur-
ther Donations: It is therefore much to be hop’d, and
wifh’d for, that in regard to a Work fo Charitable, Ufeful,
and Commendable ; being for the Relief of Neceflitous Or-
phans and Infants, the Advancement of Chriftian Religion,

the Good of the Kingdom, and more particularly of this
: great
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-great City of London, all Charitable and Worthy Gosd
hriftians will readily and liberally Contribute to the Sups
- port and Encouragement of fo good and pisus a Work,

| St. Bartholomew's- Hofpital.
Here have been Cured and Diftharged from St
Basrtholomen’s Hofpital, the Year laft paft, of
Wounded, Maimed, Sick and Difeafed Perfons,out of |
this great City, and other Parts of his Majefty’s Do- 0
minions and Foreign Parts 3964, many of them re. ! 3504
lieved with Money and other Neceffaries to accoms
modate and fupport them in their Return to their
feveral I;ilahitatinns . —— e
Buried this Year, after much Charge in their Hl<7

Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the faid p
Hofpita] — A 563
T'he Buildings of this Hofpital not being large eriough for
- the Reception of the numerous poof infirin People that daily

apply there for Relief, the Governors have lately enlarged
the fame, by the Iﬂnuili:h::u%1 of three new Wards, and made

capable of receiving a much gréater Number of Patients than
formerly ; and the other Buildings being old and ruinous,
it is become neceflary further to enlarge the fame, by add«
ing {fome more new Wards: But the conftant annual Charge
isalready fo much encreafed, that the yearly Revenue of the
faid Hotpital is not near fufficient to anfwer the conftant
Charge of fo great a Number of Patients: And' therefora
the charitable Affiftance and Contribution of all good Men
are humbly defired towards preferving the Lives of fo many
miferable People, who would otherwife Perifh, were it not
for the Relief, which, by the Blefling of God, they daily
receive from the faid Holpital.

St. ﬂﬂmﬂs'ﬁﬂﬂfﬁimﬁ 3

THere have been Cur’d and Difcharg’d from St.7'
Thomas’s Hofpital in Southwark, this laft Year,
of Wounded, Maimed, Sick and Difeafed Perfons,
out of this great City, and feveral Parts of his Ma- |
jefty’s Dominions, and Foreign Parts, 4873, many p4843
of whom kave been relieved with Money and Neeefs [
farics at their departure, to accomninodate and {up-
port them in their Journies to their feveral Countries |

and Habitations s s e st
5 Much

B e e

-
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Much of the Revenue of this Hofpital hath been deftroy’d.
by feveral dreadful Fires in London and Southwark; and |
the Buiidings of this Hofpital being grown very old and :
ruinous, and unfit for the Entertainment of the Poor, the
Governars thereof have with their own Money, lately re.
built the fama with fuch Enlargements, that its made ca. .
pable of receiving a very great Number of Patients more
than everbefore fince the Foundation ; and befides thr.%rnat :
Enlargements in the Rebuilding, there hath been lately e- -
refted an additional Building, with Conveniences for receiva -
ang above One hundred poor Patients more : But the yearly
Revenue of the faid Hufgita}.being not near fufficient to an- -
fwer the Conftant Charge of fo great a Number of Patients,
the Charitable Affiftance and Contribution of all well-difpo- -
fed Perfons is earneftly recommended and moft humbly de.
dired for enabling the Governors (in compliance with the
Cries and Petitions of the Poor) to provide for their Relief
and Cures in the faid Hofpital, to the utmoft Extent of the .

prefent Accommodations there.
Buried fram H'IE!'ICE thic Vaar afrar much Clmrgﬂ!}'

in the Time of their Sicknefs 392
Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the faidq .
Hofpital i e § 053,

<a - e ——— 43

Bridewel- Hofpital.

Eceived thislaft Year into the Hofpital of Bride.

wel, Vagrants and other indigent and miferable
People, all which have had Phyfick, and fuch other » 289
Relief, at the Charge of the {aid Hofpital, as their
Neceflities required s T

Maintained in the faid Hofpital, and brought up > -

in divers Arts and Trades at the only Chargeof the> &7
faid Hofpital, Apprentices, — weemee= = sem——ly

Bethlem-Hofpital.
ADmitted into the Hofpital of Bethlem thisla Y
Year, Diftra&ted Men and Women - g2
Cured of their Lunacy, and difcharged thence the é '
65

T'aid Year, feveral of which were reliev’d with Cloth.
ang and Money as their Departure

%iﬂra&ed Perfons Buried the laft Year,after mu:hé
S

Charge beftow’d upon them in their Lunacy and

Sicknefs etm—] et

e ———

Now
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‘Now remaining in the faid Hofpital under Cure, >
and provided for with Phyfick, Dyet and orher Re-> 148
‘lief, at the Chargeof the {aid Hofpital

Befides which, divers Perfons who have been Cured in the
faid Hofpital, are provided with] Phyfick, as} Out.Pa«
tients, at the Charge of the {aid Hofpital, to prevent a re<
turn of their Lunacy.

The Particulars of all which may be fcen in the Books of
the {aid Hofpital.

There are generally above 140 Diftracted Perfons maine
tained in the Hofpital of Bethlent, and tho’ new Patients are
from Time to Time admitted in the Room of thofe, who by
the Blefling of God, are Cured and Difcharged ; yet there
are continual Applications made to the Governors for the
Admiffion of others ; and in order to make Room for fuch
2s may probably be reftored to their Senfes, the Governors
are obliged to reje& and turn-out many, who upon Exami-
nation,or after L}ume Time of Tryal, appear to be Incurable,

and whofe Cafe is therefore the more deplorable, as to them«
ftlws,'and often Dangeiuus w utlives, “ehers’ lu:mg no Hoe

{pital gr Publick Provifion made for the Keeping of them,
howeyer Mifchievous they may happen to be. 4

Some Benefa&ions having been lately given to the Gos
vernors to be applied to the Ufe of Incurable Lunaticks, a
Building is begun for that Purpofe, and fome Perfons are al-
ready admitted upon that Eftablifhment ; and the Governors
have lately obtained a Grant from the City of an additional
Piece of Ground in Aoorffelds, in order to enlarge the {ame.
But inafmuch as the Revenues of the faid Hofpital, do not
anf{wer the prefent annual Charges, there will be o Means
of Supporting an additional Expence for Incurables, without
the Contribution of charitable Perfons, and this feems to be
the only NecefJary Charity for which Ne Provifien 1s made
in this Noble City. :










